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The EDITORS PREFACE^ 

To the Second Scotch Edition, in 1756. 

TkHE works of Dr Jonathan Swift havebeen- 
univerfally admired, and have paflcd through 
many editions both in England and Ireland. 
Bow they have been received in Scotland, appears from 
the quick fale of an edition printed at Edinburgh and 
Glafgow in 17C2. A fecond Scotch edition is now of- 
fered to the public, which 'tis hoped will meet with a 
favourable reception. As this edition is partly upon a 
different plan, is more complete, and is illuftratcd with 
a far greater number of notes, than any that hath yet 
appeared ; we think it is neceflary to give an account of 
lie method ufed in condu6ting it. But as of all the edi- 
fions of Swift's works which we have feen, that pu- 
bliOicdby Mr JohnHawkefworth, in 1755, infix vo- 
[ames quarto, and twelve volumes oftavo, appears to 
be die beft ; it may not be improper firft to give that' 
^ndeman's preface entire, as it contains fbme remaiks 
)n former editions, and other things, not unworthy the' 
•eader's perufak To this preface we have added feme 
)ccafional notes, .from which the agreement and diver- 
'ity of the two editions will appear. 

THE works of Dr Jo n a t h a n Swift were writ- 
ten and publifhed at very diftant periods of his 
ife, and had pafled through many editions, before the)" 
Vcre colledled into volumes, or diftinguifhed from the 
)rodu6lions of contemporary wits,- witli whom he was 
uiown to affociate. • 

The Tale of a Tub y the Battle of the Books, and the 
^ragTfienty were firft publiftied together in- 1704; and 
fie apology, and the notes from Wotton, were added 
1117 10. This edition the Dean revifed a fhort time 
lefore his underftanding was impaired*, and his corrcc- 
lons * will be found in this imprelfion. 

Gulliver^ s Traveh were firft printed in the year 1726^ 

♦ The corre£led copy is now in the hands of Mr Dean Swift, 
Va-nhf.], author of the Eflay on Dr SwiiVs life, Arc The cor - 
^iuni hav« be«n attended to in this ■edition. 
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with fome alterations, which had been made by the per- 
fon through whofe hands they were conveyed to the 
prefs ; bat the original paffages were reftored to thi 
li^bfeqaent editions *. 

Many other pieces, both in profe and verfe, which 
had been written between the years 1691 and 17273 
were then colleded, and publifhed by the Dean in con- 
jan6lion with Mr Pope, Dr Arbuthnot, and Mr Gayj 
imder the title of Mr/f^//^»/Vj f. Of all thefe pieces, 
though they were intended to go down to pollerity to- 
gether X, the Dean was not the author, as appeared bj 
the title-pages : but they continued undiflinguiftied till 
1742 ; and then Mr Pope, having new-claffed them, 
alcribcd each performance among the profe to its parti- 
cular author in a table of contents ; but of the \ erfcj 
Lc diilinguiftied only the Dean's, by mai'king the refl 
with an allerifk t|. 

In the year 1735, the pieces of which the Dean waj 
the author, were feledled from the Mifcellany, and, 
V ith GuIIi^ver^s Trwvcls, the Drapier^s Letters, and fom( 
ether pieces v/liich were written upon particular occa- 
iions in Ireland, were publifhed by George Faulkner, a 
Dublin, iu four volumes. To thefe he afterwards [ii 
the fame year] added a fifth and a £xth, containing th( 
Exa mi tiers y Polite Ccn^jcrfation, and fome other tradls 
which v/ere foon [in 1741] followed by a feventh vo 
lumc of letters, and [in 1745] an eighth of pofthu 
mous pieces. 

In this colIefUon, although printed in Ireland, tb 
tra£ls relating to that country, and in particular thi 
Drapier^s L$tters, • are thrown together in great confu 
fion, and th€ Tale of a Tub, the Battle of the Books, an< 
the Fragment f are not included **. 

• Sec tlie letter to Sympfon, and note, vol. 4. p. 5. 8. 9. 
'\ See the preface to vol. 2. figned by the Dean and Mr Pop«. 
J At all adventures, yours and my name (hall ftand linked i 
friends to poflerity, both in verfc and profe. Pope to Swift, Marc 
23. 1727-8. [vol. 8. p. 76.] 

II All the poems wrote by Mr Pope arc in this edition pointed o\ 
by notes. 

•* Upon a review of Dr Swift's writings, it cannot be fufficientl 
LmenteJj that there is no juft cr jerfe^ cditioaof his work: 
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In the edition which is now ofFered to the public, th« 
Tale of a Tuhy of which the Dean's core£tions fufficient- 
ly prove him to have beea the author, the Battle of the 

Booksj 

Faulkner's edition, at Icaft the four firft volumes of it, (for there arc 
now eight), were publifhed by the permifllon and conAivance, if not 
by the particular appointment of the Dean himfclf. But the feveral 
pieces are thrown together without any order or regularity whatever y 
to that like the ancient chaos, which contained an immenfe coUec-^ 
tioo of various treafures, they remain in their Rate of confiifiou, ru" 
iaindigeftaqiu moks : and yet the incoherency of fituation is per- 
haps one of the moft excufable faults in the colle£lion ; for the ma- 
terials are of fo different and fo incongruous a nature, that it feems 
« if the author (who was in reality the editor) imagined the pablit 
under an abfolute neceiTity of accepting the bafeft coin from the fame 
hand that had exhibited the pureft. Surely the idle amufements of 
a man's private and domefHc life, are not be fent forth as fufficient 
entertainments for the witty or the learned. Pofthumous works in- 
deed are often worthlefs and improper, from the ill-judged zeal of 
ignorant executors, or imprudent friends : but a living author re- 
mains without excufe, who either wilfully or wantonly impofes upon 

the world. The Engli(h edition of Swift's works I have fcarcc 

lien ; and I have had little inclination to examine it, becaufe I was 
acquainted with the Dean, at the time when Faulkner's edition came 
out, and therefore m\ift always look upon that copy as moft authen- 
tic ; well knowing that Mr Faulkner had the advantage of printing 
his edition, by the confent and approbation of the author himfelf. 
The four firft volumes were publilhed by fubfcription, and every 
fteetof them was brought to the Dean for his revifal and correction. 
The two next were publiihed in the fame manner. The feventb. 
yolnrne was printed from a number of furreptitious letters publifhed 
in England : and the eighth volume did not come out till after tho 
Dean's death. In the publication of the fix firft volumes, the fitua- 
tion and arrangement of each particular piece, in verfe and profe, ' 
was left entirely to the editor. In that point, the Dean either could 
Mt, or would^not give him the leaft afliftance. The dates were of- 
ten gueffed at, and every fcrap v.as thruft into the parcel that might 
ftigmcnt the collefUon. Such a conduct has been produftivc of a 
tonfufion that oflends the eye, and mifleads the underftanding. We 
iaTc lefs plcafure in looking at a palr.ce built at different time§, and 
put together by ignorant workmen, then in viewing a plain regular 
building, compofed by a mafterly hand in all the beauty of fymme- 
t»y and order. The materials of the former may be more valuable, 
fcut the fimplicity of the latter is mere acceptable. For health and 
tttrcife, who would not chufe rather to walk upon a platform than 
in a labyrinth ? or who does not wiih to. fee an edition of Swift's 
Works becoming ^he genius and digr.iry of the author*? When fuch 
ueiition is undertaken, I fhould hope that all ihtmlnutia of his 
i idchoufs might be entirely excluded^ or dX kaft placed^ like o>^t- 
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~ Sookss and the Fragment *, make the firft volume ; the 
fecond is GuUi<ver*s Travels ; the Mifcellanies will be 
found in the third, fourth, fifth, ftxth, and feventh ; 
and the contents of the other volumes are divided into 
two clafles, as relating to England or Ireland. As to 
the arrangementof particular pieces in each clafs, there* 
were only three things that feemed to deferve attention, 
or that could diredl the choice ; that the verfe and 
profe Ihould be kept feparate i that the pofthumous and 
doubtful pieces (hould not be mingled with thofe which- 
the Dean is known tohavepnbliifisdhimfelf; and that 
ihoie tradb which are parts of a regular feries, and illu- 
ftrate each other, ihould be ranged in fiicceffion with- 
out the intervention of other matter. Such arc the 
Drapier^s Letters ^ and fome other papers publifhed upon 
the fame occaiion^ which have, not only in the Irifh 
edition, but in every other, been fo mixed, as to mif- 
reprefent fbme fadls, and obfcure others. Such alfo are 
the tradls on the facramental teji ; which are now Jirft 
put together in regular order, as they ihould always be 
read, by thofe who would fee their whole ilrength and 
propriety f. 

As to the pieces which have no connection with each 
other, fome have thought that the ferious and the comic 
ihould have been put in feparate claifes. But this is not 
die method which was taken by the Dean himfelf, or 

Buildings, at a diilance from the chief edifices of ftate. Orrery,* * ■ 
Mr Hawkcfwortb ha« brought fufficicnt evidence to prove, that the 
Dean neither confentcd to nor revifed Faulfcner^s edition ; fo that 
the Noble author muil have been mifinformed as to what he has f<y 
ftrongly affertcd upon this head. The confufion and diforder in the 
arrangement of the pieces in that edition has been endeavoured to be 
obviated "hi the prcfent ; and his Lordfliip's wifhes, it is hoped, will 
be* in fome meafure anfwered in the method by which it has bcc» 
conducted. 

♦ Thefe three pieces, fays Lord Orrery, although not abfolutely 
•wned by the Dean, aut Erajmtfunt out D'lahoh. Let. 23, 

-f- The plan of arrangement propofed by Mr Hawkefworth ha« 
been foUbwed, with this improvement, that the Drapier's letters, 
jmd the trafts relating to the facramental tell, and iome other affairs 
peculiar to Ireland, are now firft coUeftcd in one volums, which, 
mw. in his edition^, are^in a vague iituation«- 

H 
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by Mr Pope, when they publiihed the Mifccllany ; la 
vliich the traniition 

From grwue to gay^ from li<uily to fe'vert^ 

ppears frequently to be the efFeft rathjer of choice than 
cddent *. However, as the reader will have the 
'hole in his pofleffion, he may parfue either the grave 
r the gay with very Uttle trouble, and without lofing ' 
ay pleafure or intelligence which he would have gain- 
i from a different arrangement f . 
Among the mifcellanies is die hiftory of John Bull, a 
slitical aUegory : which is now farther opened by a 
lort narrative of the fadls upon which it is founded, 
tether fuppoiititious or true, at the foot of the page J. 
The notes which have been publiihed with former 
iitions, have for the moft part been retained, becaufe 
icy were fuppofed to have been written, if not by the 
•can, yet by ibme friend who knew his particular view 
I the paflage they were intended to illufh-ate, or the 

* Our mifcellaoy is now quite printed. I am prodlgioufly pkafed 
th this joint volume ; in which methinks we look lifae ^ends^ 
e by fide, feriaus and merry by tiinu ^- diverting others juft as we 
rcrtcd ourfclvcs. Letter of Pope to Swift, March 8, 1726-7, [vol. 8* 
64.] 

t As to the arrangement, we have generally obfcrvcd this rule i 
» colie£t together pieces relating to one and the fame fubje£l ; fuch 
Che pieces both fericus and humorous, relating to religion ^ the 
litical tra£ls in Q. Anne*s reign } thofe concerning the controver- 
about Wood's halTpcnce, the facramental teft, and afiairs in Ire- 
>d; Gulliver's travels, and other pieces of a humorous, fatirical, 
romantic cnft ; the tra£ls which the Dean wrote in conjundHon 
th cotemporary writers j the letters, and poflhumous pieces, which 
vt no immediate connection with each other. —The mifcellaniea 
vcrfe are for the moft part arranged in the fame order as Mr Pope 
&d them in the Mifcellanies, and from which Mr Hawkefworth 
4c them into his edition ; only a few pofth'umous poems at the end 
the letters in Hawkefworth 's 12th volume, arc now transferred to 
I'poctical pieces in our 7th volume, that the poetry might be kept 
ite diftintl from the profe. 

(This we have followed without any variation. MrHawkrf- 
rth certainly means, that the fliort narrative he fpealcs of is mor& 
land dlftin£t than that of former editors : for in all the editions 
this piece that we have fecn, there arc ihort notes to illuftratc the 
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truth of the faft which they afierted. However, this 
has fince appeared not always to have been the cafe *. 

The notes which have been added to this edition ^ 
contain, among other things, an hiftory of the author's 
works, which would have made a confiderable part of 
his life. But as the occafion on which particular pieces 
were written, and the events which they produced, could 
not be related in a feries, without frequent references 
and quotations, it was thought more eligible to put them 
togeuien In the text, innumerable paflages have been 
reitoi-ed, which were evidently corrupt in every other e- 
dition, whether printed in England or Ireland f. 

Among the notes will be found fome remarks on thofe 
of another writer [Lord Orrery] ; for which ho apology 
can be thought neceflanr, if it be confidered, that the 
ikme aft is juiUce if the fubjeft is a criminal, which 
would have been murder if executed on the innocent ]:• 
] Lord Orrery has fuppofcd tie Dean himfelf to ha>'e 
Been the editor of at leafl fix volumes of the Irifh edi- 
tion of his works. But the contrary will inconteftably 
appear upon a comparifon of that edition with this, a» 
well by thoic paflages which were altered under cploiir 
of corrtiftiofi, aa by thofe in which accidental impj^^. 
Actions were fu£fered to remain. Of theie paflkges^^e 
following arc felcfted from GulU<ver*s Travels, . Mix 
yoL 4,] ; becaufe the correction of this part of the y^iSSk;; 
cipecially withrefpedl to dates and numbers, is bpal^d 
in an advertiiement prefixed, and becaufe being ^'.^H> 
ded into chapters, the places referred to will be XA^jre 
cafily found. \^fi 

" In the following fentence, they bwue is fubftitut'ed^r 
h hath. " Whoever makes ill returns to hhXsk^^- 
** fador, muft needs be a common eneniy to the reJtof 

• See the notes in voK 8. p. 239. 253. 

^ We have infcrtcd almoft all Mr Hawkefworth's note*, 
lowed his corrcaions of the text j which however we hiv«^^i 
with that of foi-mer editions. This fometimes gave occafipn 
reft miftakes which he had overlooked. His remarks cai^ 
thofe of Lord Orrery have alfo been attended to. 

X A paragraph here omitted, will be fjund among the iio<<5^ia 

toL6. p.3.4. • ;^M. 

" mankisdi 
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** mankind, from whom they have received no ob- 
** ligations." Voyage to Lilliput, chap. vi./. 53. 

The children of the Lilliputians are faid to be appren- 
ticed ^Xfe'ven years of age inftead of ele<ven ; which is 
evidently wrong, as the author fuppofes the age of^^ 
Utn with them, to anfwer that 01 me and twenty with 
Bs ; a proportion which will be nearly kept, by fuppo- 
fing them to be apprenticed at ele<veny and to iervejive 
years. Ihid.p. 55. 

Gulliver fays, tnat he arrived in the Downs fromlil- 
liput on the 13th of April 1702, and that he took fhip- 
ping again on the ioth of June following, fwo months 
after his 'return. But in the Iriih edition, though the 
fame dates are preferved, we are told, that ten months 
after his return he took fhipping, ^c. Compare the laft 
chapter of Fart I. with the firft chapter of Part II. 
/. 72. 74. 

In the following fentence, bring is fubfHtuted for car- 
ry, ** A gentleman-ufher came from court, command- 
" ine my mafier to b r i n o me thither. ^^ But as thither 
fignines to that place ^ to bring thither is falfe Englifh. 
Voyage to Brobdi^gnag^ chap. iii. /.pi* 

By putting the word bom for bothy Gulliver is repre- 
fented as ihewing how the Britifh nobility are qualified 
to be born counfellors to the king and kingdom i or, in 
other words, defcribing a part of their education ante- 
cedent to their birth. And though it is true that the 
Englifh nobility are counfellors to the king and king* 
dom by right of birth, yet it is not true that they arp 
bom coumellora. Ibid, chap, vi. /. 118. 

It appears by many pailages, that the flature of the 
Brobdingnagians was to that of Gulliver nearly as ten 
to' one ; and this proportion is kept in other things. 
Our battering pieces being about twelve feet long, Gul- 
liver, who was wilHne to facilitate the ufe of cannon in 
Brobdingnag, tells the King that he need not make 
His largefl pieces longer than one hundred feet. But 
this proportion is deflroyed, and Gulliver repreiented as 
bcumbering a new projedl with unneceflary cxpenfe 
and labour, by changing 0;;;^ hundred feet into tivo. 
Ibid. chap. vii. /. 125. 

When G ul liver was Boating on the fea in a box w\vic\v 

Glumdaldlt^ 
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Glumdalclitch ufed to carry on her girdle, and the \V9^ 
ter oozed in at the crannies, he obferves, that if he 
could have lifted up the roof, he would have fat on the 
top 6f it, where he might at leall have preferved him- 
{elf/ome hours longer ^ than by bein^ fhut up in the hold. 
But, as if it was difHcult to conceive, that when a veflel li 
jgradually linking, a man will drown fooner in the hold 
than upon deck, the Iriih edition tells us, that Gulli- 
ver would have got on the top, becaufe he might thus 
have preferved hxmitii from being Jhut up in it. And 
indeed it is a truth fo evident as to admit no difpute, 
that while a man fits on the top of a box, he will effec- 
tually prefervc himfelf from the infide of it. Voyage H 
Brohdingnagt chap, viii. /• 133- 

Gulliver's refidence among the Houyhnhnms is faid 
to be finje years inftead of three^ though he tells us h* 
was fet on ftiore there in 171 1, and departed in 17 14. 
Voyage to the Houyhnhmus, Compare the beginning of 
cliap. i. with chap. xi. \ of which fee alfo the laft para- 
j^raph. 

In other places the London edition has been copiei 
with great exa6biefs, Gulliver is made to fay of h& 
box, that it was tolled up and down like a Jign-POSf 
in a windy day ; though die manner in which a fign-pofi 
is toffed up and down by the wind, is much lefs eafy to 
conceive than thfc motion of the box which it was in- 
tended to illuftrate. Voyage to Brobdingnag^ chap, viiL 

As the word poft is not rejected in this paflage, nei- 
ther is the word take fupplied in the following : tSiough 
by this negle£l Gulliver is reprefented as putting on a 
'Bundle of linen with his beft fuit of doaths. " They 
" forced me into the long-boat, letting me put on mv 
** beft fuit of cloaths, — and a fmall bundle of linen. 
Voyage to the Hotiyhnhnms, chap, i. /. 225. 

So when the Irifti editor found, by an accidjental 
tranlpofition, that Gulliver, in his way to England, 
came to Amfterdam the i6th of April, and arrived 
from Amfterdam in the Downs on the loth ; he faith- 
fully copied the miftalce, althoagh the two dates arc 
within half a page of each other, [fvol, 4. /. 218.] 

Such, among innjumerable others, are the Iriih emen- 
datictns of Xxulfi'ver* t Travels *, and many more example! 
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of equal skill and diligence^ might have been fek&ed from 
an eqa«l number of pages in any part of the eight vo- 
iomes. But he who is not convinced by tbefe^ that the 
Dean could not thus alter to pervert bis meaning, and 
overlook blunders that obfcured it, would (lill doubt if 
all the red had been brought together. Some of them^ 
however, are yet more grofs ; as preventing an apparent 
Hfeafey for preventing the deceafe ; rules for ruelles ; and 
armol with the power, the gui/t, and the will to do 
mircbief^ inftead of armed *with the power and the will. 
It might reafbnabiy be fnppofed, that a difeale which was. 
if parent, could not be prevented ; and it (hould have been 
knawn, that there is no fuch aflembly or place as the 
rv/^x of court-ladies; and that it is an abfurd redundancy 
to fay of a man who has the power and the will, that 
he has alfo the gui/t to do miJ&hief; for whatever guilt 
he can contraft before the perpetration of the mifchiefl 
isinduded in the will. Thefe paflTages are to be found 
in the 46th and 48th Examiners []in vol. 2.3 and in the 
Anfwer to a memorial, in vol. 3. p. 170. 1. 33. * 

Thefe examiners iijideed are not taken into this coK 
leftion, becaufe the lafl: paper written by the Dean was 
N* 44 ; which is yet a ftronger proof, that he did not 
revifethe Iriih edition, where the fubfequent numbers 
ate imputed to him, and have received corre<f):ion firom 
the band that correfted the. reft, f The editor of the 
Irifii edition has alfo uken into his collection feveral fpu« 
rioos pieces in verfe, which the Dean zealoufly difavowed, 
and which therefore he would certainly have excluded 
iropi any colie<^ion printed under his infpet^tion, and 
with his conlent, particularly, The Itfe and charaSier of 
Dr. Swift, on a maxim of Rochefocault ; of which he 
6ys, in a letter to Mr. Pope, dated May i. 173J, 

* We have literally followed Mr. Hawkcfworth's copy in 
prialing Gulliver's travel?, the Examiners, and the Anfwer td 
a memorial, &c. and the grofs blunders here pointed out, are 
corre^d in our edition. 

f See Examiner, No. 44, and the notes on No. 13, in vol. 2. 
Though it now appears, that the laft fix Examiners were 
*ot written by Dr. Swift; yet, as they had got a place in the 
Iriih, and fomc of the EngUIh editions that had appeared before 
that of HawkefwoEth, it was thought advifablc to retain them, 
See the note on the Examiner, No. 4^. in vol. 2. 
. Vt)!. 1. ^ [vol.** 
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ilyol. 8. p. iSS'lf " I^ ^' an impofture, mean and trivlaiy 
<^ and full of the cant that 1 mod defpife." It appean 
alfo by a letter of Mr. Popc^ .dated Sept. i^. 1734, 
[vol. 8* p. i6s»2 ^hat tiieX)ean 4iad ilrongly difavowed 
this piece, nottobira.onlyy but to Lord Carteret, and 
others ; .and that there was reafon to believe it the per* 
Torraance.of a perfon who offered a piece in profe to t 
bookfeller as the Dean*s, which he afterwards confefTed 
^o be his.own *. In the IriQicopy of the verfes on bis 
death many paiTages are to be found which Mr. Pope re» 
Jefied .; fcr when he added thefe verfes to the Mifcellany 
in 1 742, he took nothing from the IriHi copy, which be 
iiad then fcen ; and upon bis authority the irifh varia- 
jdons are reje^ed in this edition f. 

But 

* It were to be wifhed, that Mr. Hawltcfworth had^oi ntcd out 
ihofe fpurious pieces in verfe that the Dublin editor took into hit 
4|Bdition. If there arc any fuch fpiirious pieces, they muft be very 
few; for, upon examination, it will appcar^that there are jull five 
topics of verfes in that edition that arrnot in Ha wkcfworth's ; and 
it certainly lies upon him to prove them fpurious. Thefe pieces 
j&re, AJetter to the Rev. Dr. Sheridan ; Verfes upon ilealing a 
iCrown when the Dean was afleep, with the Dean's anfwer; Pn- 
iatur aliter; and, The life and genuine charaflcr of Dr. Swift. As 
to the lad, it is true, that the'Dean difavowed it, as Mr. Hawkef- 
"Worth fays. But Lord Orrery, who cannot be fuppofed to have 
ibecn ignorant of what the Dean hadfaid upon that aflair, is of 6-> 
jitnion, thatzthofe verfes arc geafiloe, though defignedly wrote by 
the autbpriit.fi^ manner cM{crearfro«\ his ufual pra^ice [vol. 6. 
J). ;•.] and Mr. Dcane Swift quote? §t as a genuine work [£/«;, 
p. 190.] But whether this pieccL^ genuine or not, it was 
thought proper to infcrt it among tSe other poetical pieces, lea- 
(ring every one to judge of it as he (>leafes. 

+ As to the Verfes on the Dean'^s death [vol. 6. p. J20 .] we are 
tow in his own letters [vol. 8. p. 128, f^,} that be had wrotenear 
500 lines on that fubjeS; and yet that copy which Mr. Pope ad. 
ded to the Mifcellanies in 174&, and from whence Mr. Hawkef. 
/worth has taken it, confHls only of 37^ : fo that it can hardly be 
•thought to be a complete copy. It is therefore moft probable, 
that the copy inferted in the Dublin edition is the genuine one, 
as it confifts of near 500 line?. One realon why feveral pafTages 
■were fuppreflcd in the London editiq;is may have been, the fear 
of giving offence, as it contained fome reflexions upon a ladyof 
the higheft rank, and fome great men at c«urt. But as there are 
|n it Qiany beautiful verfes not unworthy of the author; and at 
in feveral places the fenfe may appear to fome to be imperfeB; 
jthcough the want of the^ai&ges which Mr. Pope, or the £n|^ 
n^ . liik 
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lere is evidence of another kind to prove^ that 
I never revifed any edition of his ^vorks for 
'to print, and that on the contrary he was nn- 
hat Faulkner (hould print them at alll Faulk- 
m advertifement pubiiflied Od. 15, 17541 calls 
le ^^/>or as well as publifherof the Dbblin edt* 
nd the Pean hts often renounced the undertaking' 
s terms, hi his letter to Mr; Pope dated May i, 
7ol. 8. p. I jrrG he fays, that when the printer 
o him for leave to print his workt in Ireland^ he 
- he- would give ^0^ leave ;: ancTwheii he printed' 
thout, he declared it was muck to Hfs^ difiontent: 
ie fentiment' is alfb more firong^ exprelTed in 
wing extras from a letter now in the hands of 
i(her, which was written by the Dean to the late* 
ijamin Motte, his bookieller^ urLondon^ dated*^ 

Faulkner, in printing tKbfe TolfinKS> did what F 
diflikedy and "yet what was not id my power to' 

; and ail my^ friends prefled him t6 print them^ 
ive him what manufcript copies they had occa* 

s, dilcarded, it has been thought proper to replace 
t to enable the reader to judge of the merit and proprie- 
£fcarded lines, now replaced^ thejare thclic foUowiflgP 

Ta^. . Snesi 

Vol. 6. »2i. • 14. IS'- 

226. 183.— 1 89.' 

230r- 281.— 298. 

2JI. 303.-30^.- 

f^. 311' 312. 

>J2. 34i«— 3ftf. 

ib. 37I-— 382. p. 333. 

2JJ. 389-— 40a. 

a, 409*^498. p. 237. 

ii3«. ^2jr.— J28.' 
ib. 3-42. ^43. 

em, as in thie Dublin editiQn, confiils of 484 Hoes ; as ' 
Hawkcfworth, of 37 r ; as in the prefcnt, of ^•4^, 170 

uken into it .from the Dublin edition. In the poem 
rbe life and char aBtr of Dr: Swift, there arc 61 lines 

alfo to be found in the Vjafes on tht death 0} Dr, Swifts 
kefworth's edition; wmeh 6t lines added to the 484 
rhich the Dublin copy of thefe verfes confiAs, make 
DCS| as in the prefent edition. 

b 2 << &omSIi 
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*' fionally gotten from me. My defire was, that thofe 
*' works fiiould have been printed in London^ by as 
<' agreement, between thofe who bad a right to theim 
^'r lam;' isc. 

We now pi:b€eed to give Ibihe account of the prefeot 
^Ition. 

• As to the arrangement of the different pieces, we ha.ve« 
<}afied them In the order which appeared to us the moft 
j)atura]|. imd by which we could moft conveniently, 
bring the wprk into eight volumes^ of a fize neas 
equal*. 

Thtfirft volume contains the Tale of a Tub^ the BattU 
rfthe Books J the Fragment, fome tra^s relating to religion, 
and the poflhumous fermons. In xhtfecond are part of 
the mifcellanies relating to politics. The Draper's let^ 
terSy and the tradls concerning the facramental teft^ and. 
Jri& affair SymW be found in xht third. Gulliver's travels, 
and fome humprous and political pieces, compofe the 
/ourtb. The j[f//)& cowfifts of thofe tra^s which Dr. Swift 
wifote in conjun^ion with Qr» Ar|>uthnot^ Mr* Pope^K 
and Mr. Gay ; which are now ifirft colle^ed in one vo- 
lume. The fixth and feventh contain the mifcellanies. 
in verfe. In the/event h is likewiie a part of the mifcella*. 
rfieainprofe^ with Polite Converfation^ and Dire ff ions /• 
fervantj. The eighth and laft contains a complete coK 
legion of all the letters to and from the Dean, with ti 
variety of pofthumous pieces, and his laft will. 

i^s to the notes, this edition will be found to contaia 
double the number that is inferted in any former one; 
Moft part of thofe notes to which no name is annexed, 
are tal^cn from the Dublin and the London editions* 
To fuch as appeared to have been wrote by Mr. Hawkef^ 
worth, (for h6 lias not diftinguifhed his own notes) 
his name is fubjoined. The greateft part of the other 
i^otes arc taken from the Earl of Orrery's remarks on 
the life and writings of Dr. Swift f ^ Mr. Deane Swift's. 

^ Sec the notes, above, pi viii. & ix. 

f Thcfc remarks are contained in twcnty-four letters writtca 
by his Lordihip to his fonthcHoQ. HamiltonBoyle, publiihcl 
in 17^2, . ^ 

Mkf 
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on the fame fubjeft *, and Warburton's edition 
pe's works. A few no^es of reference, and fome 
icftl remarks^ are inferted by the editors. Mr. 
Lefworth had taken fome of Lord Orrery's remarks 
lis edition by way of notes ; but moft of thefe are 
ronfiderably enlai^cd, and many more are added, 
me of the large cxtradls from Orrery and Swift, 
ve given the title oi CritlcifmSf as at the beginning 

I fly 6th, and 8 th volumes. And care has been 
not to omit any remark of importance contained 

writings of thofe authors upon any piece of Swift's 

eral pieces ^ both in profe and verfe, io now make 
^rft appearance in Dr. Swift's works. Among the 
the rood confiderable are, Memoirs of Martinus 
ems, in vol. 5. and the letters i. 90. 91. 92. and 
rith the addrefs of the inhabitants of the liberty of 
trick's, 6^. in vol.. 8. Among the poetry sre the 
ing: Stella. to Dr. Swift on his birthday; To*- 
invitation to Difmai \ Mrs. Pilkington to Dr. Swift 
i birthday ; Art epitaph on the Dean's dog ; SwiflTs 
to the Athenian fociefy ; A dialogue faietween Dr. 
md a lawyer, ifc. Thefe pieces are modly takea 
Orrery's Letters, and Mr. Deane Swift's Eflay. 
! that this edition is more comfiete than any preceding ?^ 
vill be evident to every perfon^ who fhall take the 
!e to compare tliem. However, we fhall here point 
reral pieces contained in this edition, befides thole 
ined in the foregoing paragraph, none of which are 
found in that of Mr. Hawkefwortfa, though iti# 
complete than any that preceded it* 
irol. iv the 5:th'fermon ; and^'A pnq)o(alibrpre« ~ 
g the growth of Popery. 
vol. 2. the laft £x Examiners. 
foL ^..Confideratipnsabout pafUhg Wobd'^s bra(» - 
y f ; The Drapier . demoliflied ;. . ^ the Ifitelli**' 

r. Swift's Eflay, publifhcd in jjsT} is intcrfpcrfcd with 
nal remacks onOrrery's letters, and on the obfervationr 
fc letters, by J. R. 

r. Dcanc Swift fays, [Efay^p. t/p.] that this is the pamph- 
ired to in Dr;j5wift's Jcttcr to Dr. Sheridan, of June 29. 
la vol. 8. p. 2y>. 
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In vol. 6. p. 245. A letter from Dr. Swift to Dr. She* 
ridan. 

In vol. 7, The preface to the beads confeffion to the 
prlelt ; Verfes upon dealing a orown when the Dean wat 
afleep, by Dr. Sheridan ; The Dean's anfwer ; Probatt» 
filter ; Tom's metamorphofis into a poet and ipaniel | 
and. The life and character of Dr. Swift. 

In vol. 8. befidcs the letters already mentioned, all thofe 
from N® 2. to N** 89 ; A letter from Dr. Swift to Mn 
Kendall ; A defence of the Lady's dreffing room *, i;c. 

As to the difference betwixt the prefent and the Scotch 
edition in i'j^2y which was printed from the Dublia 
t>ne, and on the fame plan^ with the addition of a ninth 
and a tenth volume, it is Bnnecefiary to defcend to par« 
ticulars. Upon a very flight comparifbn, it will be founci 
that this edition contains upwards of a hundred pieces 
more than it. 

: < As to the life of Dr. Swift, many- accounts Juitc been 
pobliflied of it, fays Mr. Hawkefworth. Thefe have nm-^ 
tfaally refieded light upon each other, afccirtained con*» 
troverted fa^s, and rei^fied midakes, . whicb^ if ^cf 
bad ftill been traditional and ort)^ would (HU have been, 
believed. Several little incidents, which (hewed the 
peculiarities- of his converfation and domedic Hfe, wer9 
related by Mrs. Pilkington in her memoirs % thoughtbele 
could be believed only in proportion a» ti^y verified 
themfelves. Lord Orrery's letters coniaiaed many of 
the principal events, intermingled wi tb* many charaAe- 
ridic incidents, fiipported in general upon better antho<« 
rity ; but fometimes founded upon falfe information.^ 
Some of thefe nddakes were detefied 1^ a volume o£ 
letters figned J. R. in wbidi wen alio forae new mate* 
rials ; and the account fince puUiflied by Mr. Swift^ 
with an imperfedl iketch by the Dean himfrlrf , has far* 
jdfhed yet more. From a comparifon of alt thefe wv3tk 
tach other, Mr. Hawkefwortb has coopiled his accounti 

^ Mr. Hawkefworth appears to ha^c had an intention of in* 
iertiog this piece in his 12th volume ; for at the end of a noCib 
on the poem, intitled. The ladjfU dreJftHirovm^ he fays, •' See a 
•« Defence of this poem, vol. 1?.'' 

f This sketch, intjtled, The fm^^ ofSvriftp, is prefixed 10 oiifi 
account of Or. Swift'& llfe» 
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18 not thought necei&ry (fays he) to relete evcr]p 
3g particular that has been recorikd^ but only to fe^ 
Poch as will fufficiently diftiogukh the pacuJiarities 
t charader and manners, and tianffnit a knowledge 
m to pofterity^ of the fame kind, if not in the fiune 
X, as was obtained by thofe among his contempo« 
Sy who were admitted to his converiatioa and friends 

I the account of Swift's life, we have generally toU 
d that coUedtcd by Mr. .Hawkefworth, but hava 
1 care to fupply omifllons. Several anecdotes, and 
rent relations of particular incidents, are thrown 
notes ; and (bme critical remarks on his charaAet^ 
1 from Lord Orrery and Mr. Swift, are now firft 
d. An abridgment of Mrs* Pilkington's account it 
xcd. In the eighth volume, immediately after the 
I's willy are two letters deicribingihts furiofity* AA 
vhich is given Lord Orreryv's account of Swift's 
1, and bis- Lordfhip's difleriation on lunacy and 
ifin, occaGoned by thc:: melancholy fituation. of the 
I't underftanding, fomc; years before his..death ; not 
ted in any former, edition.. 

I- works of great extent, theutiliqr of indexes is ob«* 
r to every reader, and • the want^is generally com« 
led of.: yet no former edition of Swift^j works ha» 
ndex. Therefore, to v fupply .& material a defed^ 
• indexes are annexed^ The firft is . of the titles o£ 
licces in profe ; ^ /eaond^oSAob. oftbcfoetry g 
the third h of the principal- mattera; 
ire has been uken. to print this edition as corredly. 
liCble ;. and 'tis hopecl, thai, in point of accoracy^ 
ill not be. found inforiorw to^any former one. Ii» 
, no'pains^oriexpence.havftbeent fpared to render 
a^coo^lete and correA edition of the works of tho 
rated Dean of St. Patrick's. 

Mrd Orrery tells w, that Dr. Swift left behind hini' 
tanu/cripts -y, not one of any confequence, except an . 
rnt of the peace of Utrecht, which be called /fn hi* 
if'the/bur /aft Tears of^ Anne^ The title of an. 
y (adds bis LordOiip) is too pompous for fuch a 
Emancc In the bilbrical (lyle^ it wants dignity 

asia 
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ktiA candour : but as a pamphlet, it M^ill appear the beff: 
defence of Lord Oxford's adminiftration, and the cleared 
account of the treaty of Utrecht. HU Lordfhip fur- 
ther tells us^ thaty in fome of bis leifure^hours, he had 
begun an hidory of England, and had purfiied it through 
two or three reigns from William the Conqueror ; but 
that the contempt he conceived of the ancient monarchs, 
made him foon lay thedcfign afide ; and that his aver- 
iion to Kings was invincible. Bat neither of thefe pieces^ 
have yet been publi(hed. . 

Bendea the letters contained in the dgbth volume^. 
Br. Swift wrote a great many to Stella and Mtfs Van« 
bbmrigh. Extra As firom fome of the former have been • 
hifertcd in Mr. Swift's EfTay^ but none of the latter have * 
jretappeared*^ From the letters to Stella are taken feve*- 
rtl occurrences in his life that could not otherwife have 
been known^^ partictilarly thofe relating to Jiis. political 
eondod daring the four iafi years of the reign of <2. Anne, 
which is nniverfally owned to have been one of the moft.^ 
coAiiderable periodt of* his iife^ and in which hk mem a» . 
a writer « waa moft diftinguifhed. 



Ni B. In the refc^rences to be foood in-the life, I>, Si 
fluids for Mr. Deane Swift's ElTay o» the life, writing!^, 
and charaaer ;of Dr. Jonathan Swift ; 0. for Orrery's 
itroarks on the lile and wrkinga of Dri Jonathan Swi^ ; ., 
y. if . for J. R'lObiervations onXord Orrery^s Remarks, 
generally fuppofed to have been written by Dr. Delany $.: 
Sketch, for a fragment, iniitled, The family of Swift, 
iimtten by the Venn himfelf^ immediately hereafter in- 
ferted;:and Letter to S. Letters from, the Dean to • 
aiella, mentioned by Mr. Swift, bat noi pnblifhed. The. 
•ther references rdate W the volumes of this editign. 
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THE FAMILY OF SWIFTS 

Taken from Mr. Diane Shrift's Effiiy^ 



SiCT.L ' 'I "WE family of the Swifts wat ancient 
I ib Vorkfliil^e. From them defcencied ft 
JL noted perfon^ who pafTcd under th« 
lame of €§valiero Swifts a man of wit and humour*. 
He was made an Irifh peer by King James or King: 
Charles I. with the title of Baron CarliHgfird\^ but- 
sever was in chat kingdom* Many traditional pleafant- 
flbries arc related 6[ him, which the family planted iiL 
Itehmd hath received from thefar parents. This Lord 
died without iflbe-male ; and his heireG, whether of the 
Crft or fecond defdenr^ was married to Robert Fielding^, 
tfi}; commonly called H^ndfim§ F'tMing. She brought 
Ikiol a eonfiderable eftatc in Yofkfliirei which he fiiuan-*^ 
dered away, but had no children. The Earl of £glui« 
ton. marriod another co-bwefs of the fiune family^ at. 
be hath ofi^en toliTme. 

Sscr. II; Another of the fame family was Sir Edward 
Swift, well known in the times of this great rebellion 
abd afiu-pation ;. but 1. am ignorant whether lie left heiri^. 
cr no. 

Sect. IIL Of the other branchy whereof the greats 
er part iettled in Ireland, the founder was WilUaas 
SwUt^^ prebendary of Omterbury> towards the hft:. 
years of Queeii EUtabeth, a!id during the reign of King 
Jiunes L He wu a^ divine of fome diftindion. Thereto 

-* This little ttaft, M[r« Swift tells tii» Was writtea by Dr. Swift* 
lAontfizor eight and twenty jrears ago, as an introdudiod to his 
Gfe^ which Jie bad rcafoa to apprehend would fome time or other 
become a topic of general converfation. Mr. Swift got the ori^ 
final madufcript unddr.the Dolor's own band, firom his friend r 
apd CGufin german Mrs. Whiteway. 

t Beroam Swift:, £f<]; created Vifcount (not Baron) of Or« 
.lagford, in Ireland, March 20, 16x7, ^be 3d of Charles I. 
I t Dr. Swift is here midaken. From the dedication of William 
Kit's fermon, it appears, that Thomas, the father of William , 
mprefented ia 1^69, totheparifh of St. Andrew in Canter- 
■ay; and that« upon tbS dec etft of Tbomas, William, in ijpx, 
vccccdcd his fatheo:. 

u 
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is a fermon of his extant, and the title is to be feen itt 
the catalogue of the^ Bodleian library ; but r never 
could get a copy^ and I fuppofe it would now be of 
little value. 

Sect. IV. This William married the heirefs of PhiT- 
pot, I fuppofe a Yorkfhiie gentteman *, by whom hegoir 
a very confiderable edate ;. which however (he kept ia 
her own power, 1 know not by what artifice. She was 
a capricious, ill*natured, and paflionate woman, of 
which I have beoi told (everal inftances. And it hath 
been a continual tradition in the family, that &e ablb- 
ktely difinherited her only fon Thomas, for no greater' 
crime than that of robbing an orchard when he was t 
boy. And thus much it Certain, that, except a chnrcbi 
ar chapter leaie, which was not renewed, Thomas ne- 
ver enjoyed mere than one hundred pounds a-year;: 
which was all at Goadrkh, tn Herefordfhlre, whereof 
fiot ^bove Qoe half is now in the pofleiEon of a greil«- 
gfieat-grandfoii f* 

Sb CT. V. His original t>i^re is now in the hands of 
Godwin Swift i, of Dublin, Efq; his great-.grandfon.. 
as well as that of his wife's, who feems'to h1ive a good 
deal of the (hrew in her coaatenance ; : wfaof^ arms as an* 
heirefs, are joined with bis own:. sod by> the lafl be 
feems to have been a perfon fomewhat fantadic; foi^ 
there he gives, a» his device, a:dolphin (in tho(e da]rs 
odled a Swift) twiflied^ about an< andior, with thi» 
motto, Feftina lenU^ 

Sbct. VI. There ts likewife a feal with the fame 
coat of arms (his not. joined with his wife's) which the 
faid William commonly made nfe of; and this is alfo 
now in the pofleffion of Godwin Swift '<f above men- 
tioned; 

Sect. VII; His eldeft fon Thomas ♦* icems tahavfc 
been a clergyman before his father*^ de&tb. He was 

^ Rather a gentleman of. Kent, or Tome of the neighbouring 
counties. 

f Deane Swift, Efq; 

\r\Ti the bands of Mr&. Entabeth Swik, relia of Godwin. 

% In the bands of Mrs. Swift>above. mentioned. 

^^ His only fon Thomas was a ckrgymaa bcfoie his lathei^ 
ikatk. 

Vicai 
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of Goodrich, in Herefordihire, within a mile or 
•f Rofs * : he had likewiie another church-living, 
about one hundred pounds a-year in land, as I 
ahready mentioned. He built a houfe on his own 
in the village of Goodrich f , which^ by the ar« 
hire, denotes the builder to have been lomewhat 
deal and lingular, and very much towards a pro* 

The houle .is above a hundred years old, and 
n good repair, inhabited by a tenant of the female 
; but the landlord, a young gentleman^ -lives upon 
»n eftate in Ireland. 

:t. Viil. This Thomas was dtftinguiihed b/bts 
ge, as well as his loyalty to K. Charles 1. and the 
ings he underwent for that prince, more than any 
n of his condition in England. Some hiftorians of 
times relate feveral particulars of what he a6itd^ 
what hardfhips he underwent for the perfon and 
of that bleded martyred prince. He was plunder- 
' the round-heads ux and thirty times, dome (ay a* 
fifty. He mortgaged his fmall eftate, and gathered 
e money he could get, quilted it in his waiftcoar, 
ff to a town held for the King ; where bdng asked 
le governor, who knew him well» what he could 
•r his Majefty i Mr. Swift faid, he would give the 
his coat ; and dripping it off, prefented it to the go« 
>r ; who obferving it to be worth little, Mr. Swift 
Then take my waiftcoat. He bid the governor 
h it in his hand ; who ordering it to be ripped, 
i it Uned with three hundred broad pieces of gold ; 
h, as it proved a (eaionable relief, mufi be allowed 
uraordinary (iipply from a private clergyman with 
:hildren, of a imaU eftate, (o often plundered^ and 
after turned out of his livings in the church. 
iTT. IX. At another time, being in£nrmed that 
! hundred horfe of the rebel-party, iniepded in a 
: to paft x>ver a certain river, upon an attempt 
ift the Cavaliers ; Mr. Swift having a head mecha* 
ly turned, he contrived certain pieces of iron with 

Within four miles of Rofs. 

Not in the village, but in the pariih of Goodrich. 

rhac tenaat of the female line hath been dead thefe many 
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three fpikes, whereof one mnft always be with the point 
upwards. He placed them over nigfbt in tlie fcffd wheie 
he received notice that the rebels would pafs early the 
next morning; which they accordingly did, and loft 
two hundred of their men, who were drowned, or tred 
to death by the falling of their horfes, or torn by the 
fpikes. 

Sect. X. His fons, whereof four * were fettled in 
Ireland, (driven thither by their fufTeringe, land by the 
death of their father) related many other paiTages, 
^hich they learned either from their father himfelf, or 
from what had been told th^m by the moil credible per- 
ibns of Herefordshire, and fomc neighbouring counties^ 
and which fome of tbo(e Tons often toid to their diit* 
Aen ; many of which are ftill remembered, but many 
snore forgot. 

Sect. XI. He was deprived of both his church- 
livings fooncr than tnoft other loyal clergymen, upon ac- 
count of his fuperior zeal for the King's caufe, and his 
eftatc fequeftered. His preferments, at lead that of 
tyoodrich, were given to a fanatical Cuinl f ; who fcrui- 
pled not however to conform upon the reftoration ; an4 
lived many years, I think till after the revolution. I 
have fcen many perfons at Goodrich, who knew, and 
told me his name, which I cannot now remember. 

Sect. XH. The Lord Treafurer Oxford told the 
DesHJ, that he had among his father's (Sir Edward Har- 
ley's) papers, feveral letters from Mr. Thomas Swift, 
writ in thofe times, which he promifed to give to the 
grandfoH) whofe life I am now wrking ; but never go- 
ing to his houfe in Herefordftiire while he was Treafurer, 
and the Queen's death happening in three days after his 
removal, the Dean went to Ireland ; and the Earl be- 
ing tried for his life, and dying while the Dean was in 
Ireland, he could never get them. 

Sect. XUI. Mr. Thomas Swift died in the year 1658, 

• 

* He Ihould havcfaid -five, i 4uppof«hc forgot Dry den SwifV, 
who died very young, and a batchelor, foon after he had come 
over to Ireland with his brothers. 

f Gyles Rawlins fucceedcd him in the parilh of Goodri(^h : 
but the other hcrenMntionedfucccededRawlias^lbmc time before 
Odober 16^7^ His name was William Trioghaok 

' and 
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fod 10 the C63d]] year of his age. His body lies under 
the altar at Goodrich, with a (hort infcription. He 
died about two years before the return of K. Charles II. 
who, by the recommendation of fome prelates had pro* 
mifedy if ever God (hould reftore him, that he would 
promote Mr. Swift in the church, and otherwife reward 
bis family, for his extraordinary fervices and zeal, and 
perfecutions in the royal caufe : but Mr. Swift's merit 
died with himfelf. 

Sect. XIV. He left ten fons and three or four daugh- 
i[ UiSf moft of which lived to be men and women. His 
ddcft fon Godwin Swift, of the Inner-temple *, Efq^ 
(fo ftyled by Guillim the herald, in whofe book the 
fiunily is defcribed at large) was, I think, caljed to the 
bar before the reftoration. He married a relation of 
tbe old Marchionefs of Ormond : and upon that ac- 
count, as well as his father's loyalty, the old Duke of 
Ormond made him his Attorney-general in the palatt* 
nate of Tipperary. He had four wives ; one of which, 
to the great offence of his family, was co-heirefs f to 
i^miral Deane, who was one of the regicides. God- 
win left feveral children, who have all £ilates. He was 
an ill pleader, but perhaps a little too dextrous in the 
fiibtile parts of the law. 

Sect. XV. The fecond fon of Mr. Thomas Swift was 
called by the fame name, was bred at Oxford, and 
took orders. He married the 'eldeft Daughter of Sir 
William D'Avenant ; but died young, and left only 
one fon, who was alfb called Thomas, and is now rec- 
tor of Puttenham in Surrey :[:. His widow livei long, 
vas extremely poor, and in part fupported by tlie fa- 
moas Dr. South, who had been her hufband's intimate 
firieod. 

Sect. XVI, The refl of his fons, as far as I can call 

fto Hiifld, were Mr. Dryden Swift, (called fo after the 
le of his mother, who was a near relation to Mr* 
Dryden the poet **) William, Jonathan, and Adam ; 
liho all lived and died in Ireland ; but none of them 
* Of Gray's inn, not of the Middle-temple. 
Sole hcirefs. 
He died in May 17^2, in the 97th year of his aget 
^ She was aunt to the famous John Dryden, 

* Vol I. c V^Jx 
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left male ifTue, except Jonathan, who, befides a daugh- 
ter, left one fon, born feven months after his fother*$ 
death ; of whofe life I intend to write a few memorials. 

Sect. XVII. J. S. D. D. and D. of St. P. , was 

the only fon of Jonathan Swift, who was the feventh 
or eighth fon of Mr. Thomas Swift above mentioned, fo 
eminent for his loyalty and his fufFerings. 

Sect. XVIII. His father died young, about two 
years after his marriage. He had feme employments 
and agencies. His death was much lamented on ac- 
count of his reputation for integrity, with a tolerable 
good underlfanding. 

Sect. XIX. He married Mrs. Abigail Erick, of Lei- 
ccfterfliire, defcended from the moft ancient family of 
the Ericks ; who derive their lineage from Erick the 
Forcfter, a great commander, who raifed an army to 
oppofe the invafion of William the Conqueror ; by whom 
he was vanquifhed ; but afterwards employed to com- 
mand that prince's forces : and in his old age retired t9 
his houfe in Leicellerftiire, where his family hath conti- 
nued ever fince ; but declining every age, and are now 
in the condition of very private gentlemen. 

Sect, XX. This marriage was on both (Ides very in- 
difcreet : for his wife brought her hulband little or no 
fortune-: and his death happening fo fuddenly *, before 
.he could make a fufHcient eUablifliment for his family, 
•his fon (not then born) hath often been heard to fay, 
that he felt the confequences of that marriage, not only 
through the whole courfe of his education, but during 
the greateft part of his life. 

Sect. XXI. He was born in Dublin, on St. Andrew's 
day f . And when he was a year old, an event hap- 
pened to him that feems very unufual : for his nurff, 
uho was a woman of Whitehaven, being under an ab-' . 
folute neceflity of feeing one of her relations, who wai 
Aen extremely (ick, and from whom (he expefted a Ic- ; 
gacy ; and being extremely fond of the infant, (he ftole J 
him on (hipboard, unknown to bis mother and uncle, and | 
carried him with her to Whitehaven ; where he conti- 

« 
* He died at the age of about fire and twenty, 
t In the year 16^7. 
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fined for almoft three years. For, when the matter 
was difcovered^ his mother fentorders by all means not 
to hazard a (econd voyage, till he could be better able 
to bear it. The nurfe was Co careful of hira, that be- 
fore he returned he had learned to fpell ; and by the 
I time that he was three ^ years old, he could read any 
chapter in the Bible. 

Sect. XXII. After his return to Ireland, he was 
fent at fix years old to the fchool of Kilkenny ^ from 
whence, at fourteen, he was admitted into the univcrfi- 
ty at Dublin ; where, by the ill treatment of his near- 
efl relations, he was fo difcouragcd and funk in his (pi- 
rits, that he too much neglefted fome parts of his aca- 
demic fludies ; for which he had no great relifh by na- 
ture, and turned himfelf to reading hiQory and poetry ; 
fo that when the time came for taking his degree of 
Bachelor, although he had lived with great regularity 
, and due obfervance of the (latutes, he was flopped of 
: bis degree for dulnefs aitd infufficiency; and at lafl 
I hardly admitted, in a manner little to his credit, which 
is called in |hat college /peciafi gran a. And this difcre- 
ditable mark, as 1 am told^ (lands upon record in their 
collcge-regiftry. 

Sect. XXIII. The troubles then breaking out, he 
went to his mother, who lived in Leiccfler ; and after 
continuing there fome months, he was received by Sir 
William Temple^ whofe father had been a great friend 
to the family, and who was now retired to his houie 
called Moorpark, near Farnham in Surrey, where he 
continued for about two years : for he happened, be- 
fore twenty years old, by a furfeit of fruit, to contra<^ 
a giddioefs and coldnefs of flomach, that almofl brought 
him to his grave ; and this diforder purfued him, with 
intermiflions of tv/o or three years, to the end of his 
life. Upon this occafion he returned to Ireland, by ad- 
vice of phyfictans, who weakly imagined, that his na- 
tive air might be of fome ufe to recover his health. But 
growing worfe, he foon went back to Sir William Tem- 
k pk ; with whom growing into fome confidence, he was 
Y often trufled with matters of great importance. King 
I William had a high cfleem for Sir William Temple, by 

* HawkefwoTthrays/w; and probably he is light, 
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not a word to the King. And Mr. Swift, after long fl^ 
tendance hi vain, thought it better to comply wkh an 
invitation given him by the Earl of Berkeley to attend 
him to Ireland, as his chaplain and private fecretary, 
his Lordfhip baving been appointed one of the Lords 
Jufticos of that kingdom. He attended hi« Lordfhip, 
vrho landed near Waterford ; and Mr. Swift a^led a^ (e* 
cretary during the whole journey to Dublin. But an-- 
other perfbn had fo far infinuated htmfelf into the EarFs 
favour, by telling him, that the poft of fecKtary was 
not proper for a clergyman, nor would be of any ad- 
vantage to one who only aimed at church-preferments^ 
that his Lordihip, after a poor apology^ gave that offico 
to the other *.. 

Sect. XXVII. In fbme months the deanry of Deny 
fell vacant, and it was the Earl of Berkeley's turn to difl^ 
pofe of it ; yet things were Co ordered, that the iecre- 
tary having^ received a bribe> the deanry was difpofed of 
to another, and Mr. Swift was put off^^with ibme other 
church-livings not worth above a third part of that rich* 
deanry, and at this prefent not a fixth. The excufe 
pretended was his being- too youngs although be were 
then thirty years old*t. 

^ See a poem^upon this incident, In vol. 7. p. 134* 
f He was then upwardroftMro-and tbirtyt years old. 

N. B. All the notes in this traB, except that in p. xzviL an^ 
Utt fijril in. this page, are taken ixom^ Mr. Peane Swifi. 
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[ An Accotmt of the Life of Dr. JaiTA* 
THAN Swift, Dean of St. Patrick's, 
Dublin. 

A Late writer jofUy obferves, that ** there has 
'^ rarely pafled a life of which a judicious and 
" faithful narrative would not be ufeful. For" 
(adds he) ** not only every man has^ in the mighty mafs 

* of the world, great numbers in the fame condition 
^ with himielf, to whom his miilakes and mifcarriages, 
^ efcapes and expedients, would be of immediate and 
^ apparent ufe ; but there is fuch an uniformity in the 
^' ttate of man, if it be conddered apart from adventi« 
" tioos and (eparable decorations and difguifes, that 
^ there is fcarce any poHsbility of good or ill, but is 
'^ common to humon-lund. A great part of the time of 
'^ thole who are placed at the greatell diftance by for* 
'^ tune, or by temper, mnll unavoidably pafs in the fame 
^ manner : and though, when the claims of nature are 
" fatisfied, caprice, ai^ vanity, and accident begin to pro- 
^ duce difcriminations aad peculiarities ; yet the eye is not 
** venr heedful or quick, which cannot dtfcover the fame 
** caufes (till termbating their infiuence in the (ame effe^s, 
^ though fometimes accelerated, fometimcs retarded,. 
^ or perplexed by multiplied combinations. We are 

* all prompted by the fame motives, aU deceived by 
^ the (ame fidlacies, all animated by hope, obftrudled 
*' by danger, intangled by defiie, and feduced by plesi^ 
« fare ♦. " 

If aftkhful and judicious narrativ^e of an ordinary life 
would be fo apparently ufeful i ftill greater utility may 
be expeded JO arife from that of the life of one who has 
mde an illuftrions figure on the (bage of the world, and 
employed his talents in the fervice of mankind and his 
foontrv. Dr. Swift was certainly a man of that di(tin-» 
fuifhed character. He was eminent for his genius, his 
fcaniing, his charkies,, and many virtues : and though 
k l»d faults, yet his faults were outnumbered by hU 

^ Tlie Ramihler, Numb. ^o« 
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virtues : and as the failin/rs of great mca are to be care- 
fully avoided, their viniics command refped, and are 
proper objedls of imitation. An account, therefore, of 
the life and chara(5lcr of the celebrated Dr. Swift cannot 
but be highly agreeable to the reader, and will, it is 
hoped, afford both delight and ia(lru(^ion. 

Dr. Jonathan Swift was defcended from a younger 
branch of an ancient family of that name in Yorkftiire. 
But the account of his family fhall be as fbort as pof- 
fible ; fince, (as Lord Orrery obferves), though his an- 
ccrtors were pcrfons of very decent and reputnable cha- 
fadlers, [and the elder branch of the family ennobled] 
he himfelf has been the herald to blazon the dignity of 
their coat. Bernam Swift, Efq; otherwife called Cava* 
Hero Sviifl, a gentleman of great wit and humour, who, 
in the reign of K, James I. poflTcffed the paternal eftate, 
waf, on the 20th of March 1627, by K. Charles I. cre- 
ated a Peer of Ireland, by the title of Lord Vifcount Car- 
lingfordj though it is faid be never went into that king- 
dom. He died without male iilue ; and the family-in« 
heritance defeended to his daughters ; one of whom 
narried Robert Fielding, ECq; commonly called ffaHd- 
fame Fielding^ and the other the Earl of Eglinton. Field- 
ing foon diflipated his wife's patrimony ; and that of hei 
fifter being transferred to the family of Lord Eglinton, 
the principal eftate of the Swifts was divided from the 
name for ever. [Sketch, § i .J 

One of the younger branches from the fame (lem, was 
Sir Edward Swift, who didinguifhed himfelf by his at- 
tachment to the royal caufe in the war between King 
Charles I. and his parliament, from whom there is nc 
defcendant of the name. {Sketch, § 2.3 

Another of the younger branches was the Rev. Mr; 
Thomas Swift, vicar of Goodrich, in Hereford (hire, with 
which he alfo held another ecclefiaftical living. 

His father William Swift, re(ftor of St. Andrew's in 
Canterbury^ married the Heirefs of Philpot ; who con- 
trived to keep her eflate, which was very confiderable. 
in her own hands. She is faid to have been extremel) 
capricious and ill-natured, and to have difinherited hei 
fea Thomas; an only child^ merely iat robbing an or 

chaic 
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cbard when he was a boy. But however this be, it is 
certain, that except a church or chapter leale^ whicb 
vas not renewed, Thomas never poirefTed more thaa 
loo 1. a^year. [Sketchy § 4.] This little eftate, whicb 
lay at Goodrich, in Hereford (hire, he mortgaged for 
300 broad pieces ; and having quilted them into his 
waiilcoat, he fet out for Ragland cafUe, whither King 
Charles I. had retired after the battle of Naieby, in 
i64jf. The Governor, who well knew him, afked 
what was his errand ? *' I am come," faid Swift, " to. 
'^ give his Majesty my coat ;*' at the iame time pulling 
it off, and prefenting it. The Governor told him plea* 
fantly,. that hk coat was worth little. <* Why then," 
iaid Swift, ** take my waiftcoat.*' This wa»foon found 
to be an ufefnl garment by its weight ; and it is remark- 
ed by Lord Clarendon, that the King received no fupply 
moQS ieafonable or acceptable than thefe 300 broad 
pieces, during the whole war, his diftrefs^ being then very 
great, and his refources cut off. The zeal and a<5tivity 
of this gentleman for the royal caufe expofed him to 
much danger, and many fufferings. He was plundered^ 
more than thirty times by the parliament's army, was^ 
cjeAed from his church-livings, his eftate was fequeftered, 
and he was himfelf thrown into prifon. His eflatej 
however, was afterwards recovered, and part of it fold 
to pay the money due on the mortgage, and fome other 
debts.; the remainder, being about one half, defcended 
to his heir, and is now pofTefTed by his great -grandfon^ 
i I Dcane Swift, Efq; * ISketch, § 8.] 
' I This. M& Thomas Swift married Mrs. Elifabeth Dry* 
g ' ita, of an ancient family in Huntingdon (hire, lifter to 
y i ^ father of the famous John Dryden the poet ; by 
I Whom he hadten.fons and four daughters. He died in 
r.| l6;8 ; and of his (bns, fix furvived him, Godwin, Tho- 
^ mu, Dryden, William, Jonathan, and Adam. [Sketchy 
% 14. 15. 16.] 

Thomas was bred at Oxford, and took orders. He 
iniRied the eldeft daughter, of Sir WiiUam D'Avenant ;, 

* The grandmother of this gentleman, one of the wives of 

,^'f I Godwin Swift, was heirefs to Adm. Deane^ one of the Regicides ;. 

WhoKcZ^AUir becfltaea ChriiUan same in the family. [Skttch^SiA'\ 
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but dying young, he left only one Ton, whofe namealfb 
was Thomas^ and who diecf in May 1752, in the 87th 
year of his age, reftor of Pottenham in Surrey, a bene- 
fice which he had pofTefled fixty years. [Sketchy $ 5.] 

Godwin was a barrifler of Gray's inn ; and William, 
Dry den, Jonathan, and Adam, were attorneys, 

Godwin having married a relation of the old Mar- 
chionefs of Ormond, the old Dukeof Ormond made him 
his attorney-general in the palatinate of Tipperary in 
Ireland. Ireland was at this time almoft without law- 
yers, the rebellion having made almoft every man, of 
whatever condition, a foldier. Godwin therefore deter- 
mined to attempt the acquifition of a fortune in that 
kingdom ; and the fame motives induced his four bro- 
thers to go with him. Godwin foon became wealthy ; 
and the reft obtained fomething more than a genteel 
competence ; though Dryden and Jonathan, who died 
foon after their arrival, had little to bequeath. {Sketch, 
$ U. l6.] 

Jonathan at the age of about three and twenty, and 
before he went to Ireland, married Mrs. Abigail Erick^ 
of Leicefterftiire *. The family of this lady was defccnd- 
.ed from Erick the Forefter, who raifed an army to op- 
pofe William the Conqueror ; by whom he was van- 
quifhed, and afterwards noade commander of his forces. 
But whatever was the honour of her lineage, her for- 
tune was fmall ; and about two years after her marriage, 
fhe was left a widow with one child, a daughter, and 
pregnant with another ; having no means of fubliftence 
but an annuity of 20 1. which her huiband had purchafed 
for her in England^ immediately after his marriage. 
ISketchy § 10.] 

In this diftrefs (he was taken with her daughter into 

* This lady was greatly beloved aad efteemcd by all the fa- 
mily of the Swifts, Her convcrfation was cxtrcmdy polite, 
chearful» and agreeable. She was of a generous and hofpitable 
nature, very exa£l in all the duties of religion, attended the pub- 
lic worfliip generally twice a day, was a very early rifer, and 
was always drefTcd for the whole day at about Cix o*clock in the 
morning. Her chief amufements were needle- work and reading. 
She was equally fond of both her children, notwithftanding fome 
dUagreement& that fubililed between themi D»S» p. 22. 23. 

the 
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tbe family of Godwin, her husband's eldelt brother ; 
Md, on the 30th of November 1667, about feven months 
' after her husband's death, (he was, in Hoey's alley, in 
*f theparifti of St. Warburgh, Dubh'n, delivered of a Ton, 
whom fhe called Jonathan, in remembrance of his father, 
and who was afterwards the celebrated Dean of St. Pa- 
trick's. [D. S. p. 22.] 

Of all the brothers of Mrs. Swift's husband, Thomas 
excepted, Godwin only had fons ; and by thefe fons fhe 
was fubfifted in her old age, as fhe had been before by 
thdr father and their uncles, with fuch liberality, that fhe 
declared herfclf not only happy, but rich. [Z). S,p. 23.] 

It happened, by whatever accident, that Jonathan 
was not fuckled by his mother, but by a nurfe, who was 
a native of Whitehaven : and when he was about a year 
old, her affe«5lion for him was become fo ftrong that 
finding it necefTary to vifit a relation who was dange- 
roufly (ick, and from whom fhe expefted a legacy, fhe 
found means to convey the child on fhipboard, without 
the knowledge of his mother or his uncle, and carried 
him with her to Whitehaven. At this place he conti- 
nued near three yeais ; for when the matter was difco- 
vered, his mother fent orders not to hazard a fecond 
voyage, till he fhould be better able to bear it. The 
nurfe however gave other teftimonies of her affedion to 
Jonathan : for, diu-ing his flay at Whitehaven, fhe had 
taught him to fpell ; and when he was five years old, he 
was able to read any chapter in the Bible. [Sketchy 
\ 21. 0, let. I.] 

Mrs. Swift, about two years after her husband's death, 
quitted the family of Mr. Godwin Swift, in Ireland, and 
retired to Leicefler, the place of her nativity : but her 
fon was again carried to Ireland by his nurfe, and re- 
placed under the prote^on of his uncle Godwin. [0 
let. I.] 

It has been generally believed^ that Swift was born 
in England : a miftake to which many incidents befides 
this have contributed. He had been frequently heard 
to lay, when the people of Ireland difpleafed him^ '< I 
** am not of this vile country, I am an Englifhman ;'' 
and would infifV, that he was ftolcn from England when 
• child, and brought pyer to Ireland in a band-box^ 

nix* 
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Mr". Pope alfo, in one of his letters to him [in vol. I 
p. 189.] mentions England as his native country. 61 
whatever the motives were that prevailed on Dr. Swi 
to fpeak in this manner, they were not borrowed froi 
any fort of contempt which he had fecretly entertaine 
againft Ireland, confidered merely as a nation, but n 
ther proceeded from feveral other fources, which wi 
appear afterward. [^D, S. p, 26.^ This account of hi 
birth is taken from that which he left behind him in hi 
own hand-writing ; and while he lived, he was fo fs 
from ferioufly denying or concealing his being a natin 
of Ireland, that he often mentioned, and even pointe 
out the houfe in which he was born. 

He has alfo been thought by fome to have been a nj 
tural fon of Sir William Temple : a miftake which wa 
probably founded upon another; for till the publico 
tion of his letter to Lord Vifc. Palmerfton, among hi 
pofthumous works [in vol. 8. p. 238.] he was thougt 
to have received fuch favours from Sir William as h 
could not be fuppofed to beftow upon a per fon to whor 
he was not related, and but didantly related to his wife^ 
However, (uch a relation between Sir William and th 
Dean appears beyond contradiction to have been impoi 
fible ; for Sir William Temple was reCdent abroad m 
public charadler from the year 1665 to 1670, firft s 
Bruilels^ and afterwards at the Hague ; as may be prove< 

* In the year of the revolution, his uncle Godwin Swift hai 
falleninto a kind of lethargy, or dotage, which deprived him b] 
degrees of his fpcech and memory, and rendered him totally in 
capable of being of the lead fervicc to his family and friends 
But, in the midft of this diflrefsful (Ituation, as if it was or 
dained that no incident fliould bereave mankind of fuch a gc 
nius, Sir William Temple (whofc lady was related to Dr 
Swift's mother) moft generoufly ftept in to his afliftance, anc 
avowedly fupported his education at the univerfity of Oxford 
Afts of generofity feldom meet with their juft applaufe. Sii 
William Temple's friend/hip was immediately conftrucd to pro- 
ceed from a confcioufoefs,. that he was the real father of Mr 
Swift ; otherwifc it was thought impofliblc, that he could be fc 
uncommonly munificent to a young man, nowife related to him 
and but diflantly related to his wife. I am not quite certain 
thatSwift himfelfdid not acquiefce in the calumny. Perhaps 
like Alexander, he thought the natural fon of Jupiter would ap 
j>ear greater than the legitimate fon of Philip, 0, ieu 2* 
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by his letters to the Earl of Arlington^ and the reft of the 
nuniftry : fo that Dr. Swift's mother, who never crofled 
the fea^ except from England to Ireland, was out of aJl 
poflibility of a perfenal correfpondence with Sir William 
Temple^ till fome years after her fon's birth ; who, as 
before obferved, was born in 1667. [O-lct. ij 

At about the age of fix years [1673] ^^^ w^* ^^^^ *o ^^^ 
fchool of Kilkenny ; and having continued there eight 
years* he was at the age of fourteen [1681] admitted ih« 
tothe aniverfity of Dublin, and became a ftudent in Trinity 
collie. There he lived in perfe(5l regularity, and obeyed* 
the uatutes with the utmoft exaiSlnefs. But the morofe- 
ne& of his temper often rendered him very unacceptabfa 
to his companions ; fo that he was little regorded, and 
lefs beloved : and he was (b much deprefTed by the difad- 
vantages of his (ituation, deriving his prefent fubfiftence 
merely firom the precarious bounty of an uncle, and hav- 
ing no other obje£b of hope but the continuance of it *, 

that he could not refift tlie temptation to negle<5t many nc- 

» 
^ While Swift was at the univerfity, one day as he was look- 
ing out of his window, pcnfive and melancholy, his pockets be* 
iDgthen at the lowed ebb, he (pied a mailer of a /hip gazing a. 
bout in the college- courts. Lord, thought he, ifthatperfcm 
ihould DOW be enquiring and daring about fur my chamber, iii 
order to bring me fome prefent from my coulin Willoughhy 
Svift, what a happy creature Ihould I be ! He had fcarce amufed 
himfelf with this pleafing imagination, when behold theihipma<- 
fler having come into his chamber, asked him if his name \vas 
Jonathan Swift ? who having told him it was ; Why then, faid 
ihc other, I have fomething for you that was fent to you by Mr, 
Willoughby Swift. Whereupon he drew out of his pocket a large 
greai'y leather bag, and poured him out all the money that it con- 
tained on the table. As this fum was greater than ever Swift had 
been mafter of at anyone time before, he puihed over, without 
reckoning them, a good nunibcr of the diver cobs (for it was aU 
in that fpecic) to the honed faUor,and deli red he would accept of 
them for his trouble. But the failqr would not touch a farthing. 
Kg, no, Mader, faid he, I'fe take nothing for my trouble ; X 
Would do more than that comes to for Mr. Willoughby Swift. 
Whereupon Mr. Swift gathered up the money as fad as he could, 
■nd th raft it into his pocket: for, bpr the Lord Harry, faid he. 
when relating this dory, I was afraid if the money had lain much 
longer opon the table, he might have repented his generofity, 
and taken a good part of it. But from that time forward, h& de- 
dared that he became a better eeconomid, and never was wich- 
oui fome little money inhts pocket, D, S, f, 14. //. 

Vot. I. d ccffat^ 
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c^iTary objeifls of academic fludy, to which he was' not 
by nature much inclined, and apply himfelf wholly to 
books of hiflory and poetry; by which he could, without 
sntelle^ual labour, fill his mind with pleafing images, and 
for a while fufpend the fenfe of his condition*. The fa- 
crifice of the future to the prefent, whether it be a folly or 
SL fault, is feldom unpunifhed; and Swift foon found him- 
felf in the fituation of a man who had burned his bed to 
warm his hands ; for, at the end of four years, in the 
1685, he was refufcd his degree of Bachelor of Arts, 
for infuffidency, and was at Ijfl admitted /jfccia/i gratiaj 
which is ther.e confidered as the higheO: degree of reproach 
•nd diftionour. It is (fays Lord Orrery) a kind of dif* 
bonourabje degree ; and the record of it, notwithftanding 
Dr. Swift's prefent eftablifhed charafter throughout the 
}eamed world, muft for ever remain againd him in the 
•cademical rcgidcr at Dublin. [Sketch, §22.]t 

But upon Swift this punifhment was not ineffe^lual. 
He dreaaed the xcpetiiion of fuch a difgrace, as the laft 
evil that could be(al him, and therefore immediately fet 
about tojprevent it as the principal bufinefs of bis life. 
Puring leven years from that time he ftudied eight hours 
a-day XJ'^*P* 5^0 and by fuch an effort of fuch a 
mind (b long continued, great knowledge mufl; neceffa^ 
rily have been acquired. He commenced thefe (ludies 
at the UBiverfky in Dublin, where he continued them 
three years, till 1688; and during this time be alfo 
drew the firft (ketch cof his Tale of a Tub J. 

♦ He held logic and ractaphyfics in the utmoft contempt, 
and he fcarce cotifidered mathematics and natural philofophy, 
unlcfs to turn them into ridicule* Orrery, let. i. 

f Ambition could fcarce have met with a fevcrer blow. 
Hercules found hunfclf fet afidc for want of ftrength, or, if ad* 
wilted among the wrcftlets, admitted only by favour and in- 
dulgence ; yet ftill he mu^ be confdious that he was Hercules. 
Difappointmcnts, the -ea^^ier ^h^ iiappen in life, ihe deepci 
impreflSon they make upon the heart. Swift was full of in- 
dignation at the treatment which be had received in Ireland, 
aod therefore refolved to purfue hi» ^^dies at Oxford. Orrery^ 
Iff. I. 

I WaflTcndon Warren, Efq; a gentleman of fortune near Bel- 
faft, in the north of Ireland, who was chanibcr. fellow with Dr> 
Swift, declared, that he then faw a copy of the Talc of a Tut 
^ Swift's own hand- writing. D, H. /. 3 1, 

It 
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In 1688, when he was -about twenty-one, and had 
been feven years at the college^ his uncle Godwin was 
leized with a lethargy, and (bon after totally deprived 
both of bis fpeech axid his memory. As by this accident 
Swift was left without fupport, he took a journey to 
Leicefter, that he might confult with his mother what 
courfe of life to purfue. At this time Sir William 
Temple was in high reputation, and honoured with the 
confidence and familiarity of K. William. [Z>. S, f, 33. 
34.] His father. Sir John Temple, had been Mailer 
of the Rolls in Ireland, and contracted an intimate friend- 
(hip with Godwin Swift, which continued till his death ; 
and Sir William, who inherited his title and eftate, had 
narried a lady to whom Mrs. Swift was related. She 
therefore advifed her fon to communicate his fituatioQ 
to Sir William, and folicit his dire^ion what to do. 
This advice, which perhaps only confirmed a refolution 
that Swift had (ecretly taken before he left Ireland, he 
immediately refolved to purfue. 

Sir William received him Qin 1690] with great kind* 
nels, and Swift's firfl vifit continued two years. Sir 
Wiiliam had been ambafTador and mediator of a general 
peace at Nimeguen before the revolution. In this cha- 
ncer be became known to the Prince of Orange, who 
afterwards, when King, frequently viGted him at Sheeny 
and took his advice in afifairs of the utmoft importance* 
[Sketch J § 23.3 Sir William being then lame with the 
gout. Swift ufed to attend his Majefty in his walks about 
die garden ; who admitted him to fuch familiarity, that 
he Slewed him how to cut afparagus after the Dutch 
manner, and once offered to make him a captain of 
horfe. [D. S, p. 108.] Swift appears to have fixed his 
mind very early upon an ecclefiaftical life; and it is 
therefore probable, that, upon declining this offer, he 
obtained a promife of preferment in the diurch ; for in 
a letter to his uncle William Swift, dated in 1693, [In 
Tol. 8. p. 197O he (ays, << I am not to take orders till 
** the King gives me a prebend." 

Sir William becoming dill more infirm, and wifhing 
to retire farther from London, bought an eflate at 
Famham in Surrey, called Moorfark, whither be was 

d 2 ac< 
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accompapied by Swift. {Sketch, § 23.] * About thU 
time a bill was brought inta the houfe for triennial par- 
liaments ; againil which the King, who was a (Iranger 
to the Englifh conftitution, was very averie, by the a<i<* 
▼ice of fome weak people, who perfuaded the Earl of 
Portland, that Charles I. loft his crown and life by 
confenting to fuch a bill. [Sketchy § 23. 24.] Upon 
fhis occafion the Earl was by the King difpatched to 
Moorpark, for Sir William's advice ; who (aid much to 
Jhew him the milbke, but without effcA ; and there- 
fore he foon afterwards difpatched Swift to Kenfington, 
vith the whole account in writing, to convince the 
King and the Earl how ill they were informed. Swift^ 
fbough he was then very youngs was yet well ac 
quainted with the Englifh hiftory, and gave the King a 
compendious account of the matter, which he amplified 
^o the Earl. But the meafure was at lad rejected f; 
and tlius ended Swift's firtt embaiiy to court, fo much 
to his diilatisfadion, that he then declared it vss the 
fir&-incident that helped to cure him of vanity. {Sketchy 
I 24.] Soon after % ^^4* tranfadlion, he v^s feized 
with the return of a difbrder which he had contraded 

^ There i| Come difficulty in reconciling the firfi and lafi para* 
craphs of fed. 23. in the Dean's sketch of his own life, '^hero 
Mo6rpark is mentioned. In the £rft it is faid^ thgt Swift, after 
imvinff been fome months with his mother at Leiccfter, was rc^ 
ceived by Sir William, who was now retired to Moorpark; and in 
fhe Ufl;, that Sir William, tired of being near London, bought an 
cftate near Farnliam in Surrey, vfhere Mr. Swift accompanied bim» 
The fenfc of the lad, which fcems to imply that Swift lived with 
tiT William at Sheen before he went to Moorpark, is adopted up- 
6n the credit of Mr. Deane Swift, who fa3rs [p. 108.] ihaf 
Swift was there familiar with King William; and the King 
floes not appear to have contin&ed his viilts after the removsu 
|oMoqrpark. Haivkef. 

^ "f The confequpnce of this wrong ftcp, ({ays Dr. Swift, in this 
J&ctch, § 14.) was very unhappy; for it pirt K. William under 
aneccflity of introducing thofe people called Whigs, into power 
add employments, in order to pacify them. For although it be 
hcid a part of the King's prerogative to rcfufe paffinga bill, yet 
the learned in the law think otherwifc, from that expre^on 
iifed at the coronation, wherein the prince obligeth himCelf to 
confcnt to ail laws, quas vutgui elegerit, 

t It mull have been after, tho' it isjfr^ related in the sketch; 
for it is fald, left. 2^. that he went to Ireland after he had been 
two years at Moorpark; a^d in feft. 24. that his expedition to 
court was foon after the removal from Sheen. Hawkef, 

in 
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10 Ireland, by eating a great quantity of fruit ; and npon 
Ihii occafion, returned thither by the advice of his phy« 
ficiansy who ho|>ed that his native air would contribute 
to the recovery of his health. But from this journey he 
leccived no benefit ; and therefore^ in a (hort time, r^^ 

^ torned to Sir William, being ever afterwards fubje^ to 
that giddinefs, which gradually increafed, thougn with 

I iiTegular intermidions, till it terminated in total debility 

! of body and mind *. 

fiot he was (till indefatigable in his (ludies ; and to 
prevent the Ic^s of health in the acquifition of know- 
ledge, by the want of bodily exerciie, it was bis con- 
flant praldice to rnn np an hill that was near the hou(e 
and back again every two hours. The didance back- 
vuds and forwards was about half a mile, and he ufed 
to mn it in about fix minutes. [D S. p. 272,2 By what 
bodts hit ftudies were principally diredled, cannot cer- 
tainly be known. Bat feveral copious extrads front 
Cyprian, Irensras, Sleidan*s Commentaries, and Padre 
Paok>'s hiftory of the council of Trent, were found a- 
fBong.hi» papers, which appear, by memorandums in hit 
own hand -writing, to have been made, while he lived with 
Sir Wdliam Temple. [Z). S. p. 276.] 

About a year after his return from Ireland, he thought 
It expedient to take his degree of Mafter of Arts at Oxford. 
With this viiew he appears to have written to his uncle 
William Swift, to procure and fend him the tedimoniuni 
ofhis Bachelor's degree. With this teAimonium, which 
is dated May 3, 16^2, he went to Oxford ; where having 
received inany dvihties, he was admitted ad eundem June 
14, and took his Mailer's degree July 5. following. 

It has been (aid, that the civilities which he received 
at Oxford, proceeded from a mifunderdanding of the 
phrafe fpeciali gratia^ which was there fuppofed to be a 
compliment' paid to uncommon merit. [Z>. S,p. 30. 44. 

» To this furfeit (fajrs Lord Orrery) I have often heard him 
afcribe that giddinefs in his head, which, with intermiiCons, 
fometimes of a longer, and fometimes of a fliorter continuance, . 
purfucd him till it feemed to complete its conqueft, by render- 
ing hiM the exa£t image of one ol his own Struldbruggs/ a mi- 
ferable fpe£(aclc. devoid of every appearance of human nature, 
except the put ward form. [vol. 4. />. 2x2.] 

d 3 0. 
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0. let. I ]} But thefe words are not to be found in that 
copy of the te(Hmoniani which is entered in the congre- 
garion-bcok at Oxford * ; and not to have inferted them 
th'^re, when they were thought a compliment, would 
have been an affront. It is therefore probable^ that, 
by the influence of Swift's uncle, they were omit- 
ted in the copy which he procured and fent ; efpedalif 
as fome fuch favour (eems to be intimated in Swift's let- 
ter to him Qin vol. 8. p. 1 97*]> ^^^<' ^^ ^^^ received it : 
*' I am ftill," fays he, " to thank yon {ot your car e^ in 
** my teftimonium ; and it was to very goodpurpofcj fir 
*^ I was never more fatisfied than in the behaviour of 
<^ the univerOty." The civilities which he received at 
Oxford, might indeed proceed from his known connec- 
tion with Sir William Temple ; but he might reafbn- 
ably impute them alfo to the (iippreffion of a reproach 
againft which there was good realbn to fear this connec- 
tion would not have fupported him : nor is it (IrangCy 
that Swift, after his reputation was eftabliOied, (hould, 
^hile he was fporting with this incident in the gaiety of 
bis heart, pretend a millake which never happened^ or 

^ The certificate of his degree is as follows : 
Omnihus quorum intereftf falutem, Nos pr£pofitus fictique femora 
CcUegil Sacro-faaSf£ et Indrvtdtut Trwitatis juxta DMn, teftamur 
Jonathan Swift die decimo quinto Februarii i6B^^ gratlum BaC" 
talaureatus in artibut fitfiepijfet frxfiito prtits fideUlatis erga Regiam 
MapflatetH juramcato ; quad de prddUfo teftimomum, ftibfcriptis fiiph 
lorum nomiuihui, et coUegH figilh, fuo in bifie uiimur, ctHfirmaimm 
cunrvimus. Datum die tertio Matt 1693. 

Rob. Hunxinoton Pr^pof. L. S. 

St. George Ash& 
Rich.' Reader. 
Geo. Brown. 
Ben. Scroggs. 

^hui in venerdiTt eongrijatione magifiroram regentium 14 die Jumi 
1692 halita pubUcatis, Jonathan Swift (grattd prius petitd et 
tanceja) ad eundem gradum^flatum, et dignitatem ^ adtmjjits Jitit, apud 
OxonierfeSf quihus injignitus erat apudfuos Dublinienfes, 
10 .vov. 17/3 > 
vera copia 
J^ic. Rawunson. 

JoKATHAN Swift, M. A. 
Hart Hall, July ;. 16^2. 
!?• S, f. 43. 44, 

chat. 
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th«t what he meant as a jeft upon the univerfity, flioold 
beferionfly remembered as an event of his life. 

It has alfb been faid, that, upon his diigrace at Dublin, 
he refolded to purfoe his ftudies at Oxford, where he al« 
moft cooftantly refided during three years, and was avow- 
edly fupported by Sir William Temple. 10. let. a.] • 
Bot the contrary is inconteftably true ; for there are not 
quite two months between the date of his teflimonium, 
and his taking his Matter's degree. BeGdes, in the letter 
to his uncle juft meniionedy he fays, ^< I am afliamed to 
" be more obliged in a few weeks xo fir anger s^ than in 
^* feven years to Dublin college f." [vol. 8. p. 197.3 

Ftom Oxford he retnmed again to Moorpark, where 
he affifl^ Sir William Temple to revife his works %% 
comded and improved his Tale of a Tub, and added 
die digreflions. From the converfation of Sir William, 
who was minutely acquainted with all the intricacies of 
party, and the iecrets of (hite, during the reigns of 
K. Charles II. and K. James II. Swift greatly increafed 
his political knowledge. But havine long fufpeAed Sir 
WiAiam of negleAing to provide for him, merely that 
be might keep him in his Ifamily, he at length refented 
it lb warmly, that, in 1694, a quarrel enfued, and they 
psned. [vol. 8. p 199.] 

It is probable that Swift did not leave Sir WiUiam 
ibr fiicb a reafon without levere expoftulation, not only 
becaufe Swift was no refpe^er of perfons, but becaufe it 
appears that Sir William, though he was extremely an* 

^ See the note, above, p. xxxvi. 

t He went to college, at the age of fourteen, in i69i ; con- 
tioued there fcven years, as appears hj hu letter : fo that he did 
not leave Irclaod tiU 1688. He was iome months with his mo- 
ther before he went to Sir >^1lliam, and two years with him 
before be went to Ireland for his health, which muft therefore 
be in 1691. He returned from Ireland, and continued fome 
time longer with Sir William before he went to Oxford; which 
mull therefore be in 1692 : and in that very year he took his 
degree. The (aft therefore which. Lord Orrery fa^js, was im- 
mediately conftrued to favour an opinion that Swift was Sir 
William's natural fon, appears never to have happened. See 
Swift's sketch of his own life. Hawkef. 

f Swift tranflated for Sir William his letters out of the origt.. 
IBlFreAcl) io'to EnglUb. D\ S. f. ^^, 
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gry, admitted his claim to fomc prowifioo, by ofTerini 
to make bim his deputy as Mafter of the Rolls in Ire> 
land. This offer however Swift did not accept ; l^utre- 
plied, that fince he had now an opporxuaity of living 
without being driven into the church for fupport, i 
fcruple which had hitherto kept him out of it, he wai 
determined to go into Ireland and take orders. [Sketcb^ 
S 25. vol. 8. p. 199.] 

. Swift, during his refidence with Sir William, had ne< 
ver failed to vUit his mother at Lelcefter once a-year ; 
gnd his manner of travelling was very extraordinary « He 
always went on foot, except, die weather was very bad; 
and then he would, fometimes take fhelter in a waggon. 
He chofe to dine at obfcure ale-houies among pedlars and 
hoftlers, and to lie where he faw written over the dooiv 
^ Lodgings fir atenny ; but he uied to bribe the maid with 
a tefter for a hngle hed.and clean (heets. He delighted 
(fays Lord Orrery) in fcenes of low life. Tlie vulgar 
dialed was not only a fund of humour for him, but I ve- 
rily bdieve was acceptable to hia nature ;; otberwife I 
know not how to account for the. many filthy ideas and 
indecent expreflions^ (I mean indecent in point of dcanli* 
nefs and delicacy.) that will be found throughout his 
works *• In 

* When Swift was a young man, he was prodigioufly fond 
of rambling, even before his pocket could anord the common 
evpences of a journey: and therefore we cannot but applaud 
his manner of travelling ; fincc travel abont bfrxertainiy nniA) 
or elfe die of the fpleen. Oxford, Dublin, London, Moorpark, 
and Leicefier, were atvartoxis umes theplaces of his abode; but 
Leicefter in particular, during his mother's life, he commonly 
vifited once a-year, let his general reHdence have been where 
it would. In mort, upon his own f^et he ran like a buck from 
one place to another. Gates, ftilcs, and quickfets, he no more 
valued than if they had been fo many flraws, His conftitution 
wasftrong, and his limbs were ailive.—— His company in thofc 
flights were> I believe, all forts of people which he met ia 
towns and villages where bechanced to refrclh himfclf ; fomc 
chat for an hour, and again to the fields. His imagination was 
always alive, and perhaps beyond all others he had a power to 
conciliate his ideas to the feveral capacities of all human race^ 
and at the fame time catch entertainment to himfclf from every 
fpecies uf underfianding ; agreeable to what is faid in that pan&i 
gyric on the Dean, written ia theperfon of a lady in the north 
of Ireland. 
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Ib this manner h(e went down to bis mother upon hit 
leaving Sir Wiiliani, apd from Lekefter he wrote a Jetter, 
dated June 1694 [in vol. 8. p. 198.]! to his coufin 
Deane Swifti then at Liibon ; in which he relates hit 
quarrel with Sir William, and declares his pnrpole to 
take orders in the September following, wi thing he could 
procore for him the chaplainfbip of the fadory. 

What was the effedl of this letter, is not known ; 
but Swift foon after obtained a recommendation (fup«» 
pofisd to be firom Sir William Temple) to Lord Capel, 
diep Lord Deputy of Ireland, who gave him the pre»- 
benid of Kilroot, in the diocefe of Connor, a northern 
diftrid, worth about 100 1. a-year *. But Sir William, 
vbq had been ufed to the converfation of Swift, foon 
(bnad tbat he couU not be content to live without him ; 
be thereforp urged him to refign his prebend in favour of 
a ftiend, apd promifed« to obtain preferment for him in 
Effgland, if h^ wQuld rfturn f. Swift coofcnted ; and 

WieiHiWr ytm jtktf Wis aU a cafe 

Whtther imth Dtrmtt, or bis Grace : 

WUh Tti^ut Murtby, or an Earl^ 

A Duichifs or a kitclen-nrU 

Wttbfaci dexterity you fit 

Their fev*ral iaUnts with your vfitf 

Tha MoU the chambermaid canfmobe^ 

jUdGab^gan take ev^ty joke, voL 6. p. 362. 
Qowtyer the Doaor hath often told his friends, that whatercr 
mooej he faved by this manner of tra vdling, he conftantly threw 
h away, as foon as he went to London, upon a fine waiftcoat, or 
(ome additional gaiety upon a fuit of cloaths. D. S.p. 99. ioo» \* 
* Swift foon grew weary of this preferment. It was not fuf- 
ficiently confiderable, and was at fo great a diftance from the 
metropolis, that it abfolutely deprived him from that kind of 
cooTcrfation and lociety in which he delighted. He had been 
ttfcd to very different foenes in England, and had naturally aa 
avcrfion to folitude and retirement He was glad therefore to 
icfign bis prebend infavour of a friend, and to return to Sheeny 
&€, Orrtfy, Ut. %• 



tThis appears by a letter from Swift's filler, then in Ireland, 
er connn Deane in Portugal, dated May 26. 1699. ** My poor 
« brother^ (fays flic) " has loft his bcft friend Sir Williain 



■* Temple, who was fo fond of him whilft be lived, that he 

* made him give up his living in this country to fiay with hia 

* at BAoorpark, and promifcd to get him one in England : but 
^' death came in between, and has left him unprovided both 
*l of firiend and livbg,^ D. & p.. 6^. 
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Sir William was fo much pleafed with this a6l of kind 
nefsi that dming the remainder of his life, which wa 
about four years, his behaviour was fucb as produce 
the utmoCt har^iony between them. Swift, as a tefti 
mony of his firiendfhip and e&eem, wrote the battle o 
the books, of which Sir William is the hero ; and Si 
William, when he died, left him a pecuniary legac] 
(iuppofed to have been about 500I.), and his pofthu 
SDOUS works. [Sketchy § 25.3 

What other favours be received from Sir Willian 
cannot certainly be known. Swift acknowledged nor 
6ut his inefife^ual recommendation to King William ; an 
he is known to have received frequent remittances froi 
hh uncle William, and his uncle Willoughby Swift : i 
that Sir William does not feera to have treated him wit 
a liberality for which it is difficult to account. 

Upon the death of Sir William Temple, Swift a| 
plied by petition to K. William for the firfl vacant pr* 
bend of Canterbury or Wedminfter, for which the roy 
promife had been ob^ned by his late patron, who 
pofthumous works he dedicated to his Majefty, to facil 
tate the fuccefs of this application. But it does n 
appear, that, after the death of Sir William, the Kix 
took the leail notice of Mr. Swift *. His petition ai 
dedication were equally neglected f ; and after a fhii 
lefs attendance at court, -which probably increafed t] 
auflerity of his temper, he accepted the invitation of tl 
Earl of Berkeley, who had been appointed one of tl 
Lords Juftices of Ireland, to attend him as chaplain ai 

• The promifes of Kings are often a kind of cha£*, which ti 
breath of a minifter bloweth and fcattereth away from the face 
a court. Swift's petition had no effeft. It was either totally fc 
gotten, or drowned amidft the clamours of more urgent clain: 
From this firft difappointment may probably be dated that bi 
ternefs towards kings and courtiers, which is to be found fo 
niverfally difperfed throughout his works. Orrery^ let, 3. 

The Earl of Rumney, vhoprofefTed much frierdHiip for^ 
Swift, promifed to fecond his petition; but as he was an c 
vitious, illiterate rake, without any fenfe of truth or honoi 
he faid not a word to the King. Sketch, § 26. 

f What then was to be done? Honour^ or, toufea projpci 
word, pride, hindered him from itaying long in a ilate of Ur 
llt^ and contempt Orrery, lei, 3, 

priv3 
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pmate fecreury. It might reafonably have been hoped, 
tliat although^ he had been difappointed of the prefer- 
ment for which he folicited, yet the employment to 
which he was invited would have been fecare. But it 
happened^ that after he had a^ed as fecretary during 
the whole joarney to Dublin, one Bufh found means to 
iofiaaate to Lord Berkeley, that the pod of fecretary 
waf not fit for a clergyman ; and his Lordfliip fufFered 
I hiroletf to be fo eafily convinced of this impropriety, 
\ tliat, after nuking fome apology to Mr. Swift, he ap« 
' pointed Bufh (ecretiary in his fiead *• [^Sketch, § 26.3 

This difappointment was (bon after followed by an- 
I other. It happened, that the deanery of Derry be- 
came vacant, and it was tlie Earl of Berkeley's turn to 

• I difpofe of it. Yet whatever atonement was due to 

• I Swift for his Lord(hip*s late breach of engagement, the 
j fecretary having received a bribe f, the deanery was 

' given to another, upon pretence that Swift, who was 
^ I then more than thirty years old, was too young :|: ; 
^1 and 

* ! ♦ Here was another difappointmcDt, and a frcfli objcft of in- 
ii-- Jignation. The treatment was thought injurious, and Swift ex- 
^1 fnStd his fenftbilky of it in a ihort, but fatirical copy of verfes, 
.,'. locitlcd. The Difcruery, Orrery^ fc/ 3 .—See vol. 7. p. 134- 
'^^1 t 1 have been told, that upon the Secretary's bei«ig ofl'ered 
^ 1000 JL for the deanery of Derry, he would not conclude the bar- 
^-' lain, but kept it in referve, until he had acquainted Swift with 
tbe the propofal he had received : vrhieb after he had done, he made 
tbe ium the oifer of the deanery for the like fum. But Swift told 
^<. him plaioiy, chat be thought he had nothing to do with eccle* 
' fiaftica] prefemoents, and rejected hb overture with ail imagi. 
"*" aable diidain. D. S. p. 113. 

\ The rich deanery of Derry was intended for Swift by Lord 
Berkelcir, if Dr. King, then Bifhop of Derry, and afterwards 
Archbiihop of Dublin, had not interpofed ; intreating with great 
cameftiefsjthat the deanery might be given to fome grave and el* 
deriy divine, rather than tofo young a man ; " becaufe (added the 

* Bdhop) the fituation of Derry is in the midft of Presbyterians, 
" kod 1 uould be glad of a clergyman who could be of alEft. 
*' ance to me. I have no objection to Mr. Swift. I know him to 

* be a fprightly ingenious young man ; but inftead of rcfiding, 
** I dare fay he will be etemalljr flying backwards and forwards 

I*' Co Lon^n ; and therefore I intreat, that he may be provided 
" &r in feme other place."— Swift was accordingly fet afide 
OB account of joutb ; but as if his flars had deftined him to a pa- 
tillcl revenge, he lived to fee the Bifliop of Derry afterwards fet 
Mt 00 accoant of age^ That prelate had been Archbiihop o{ 
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and he received inftead of it the two livings of Laracor 
and Rathbeggin, in the diocefe of Meath, wliich toge- 
ther did not amount to half the value of the deanerjr *. 
{Sketch, § 27.] The fir ft of thefc redories was wonh 
about 200 1. and the latter about 60 1. a year; and 
they were the only church preferments that Dr. Swift 
enjoyed till he was appointed Dean of St. Patrick's in . 
1713- 10. Ut. 30 

Whilft Swift was chaplain to Lord Berkeley, his on- ; 
ly lifter, who was of a middle fize, finely (haped, rather ' 
beyond what is called the agreeable throughout her 
whole perfon, was polite and well bred, with at 1^ 
a good (hare of nndcrftanding, and at that time worth . 
300 1. by the confent and approbation of her uncles ' 
and relations, accepted a propofal of marriage firom a 
tradefman, whofe fortune, character, and (ituation were - 

Dublin many years, and had been long celebrated for his wit and . 
learning, when Dr. Lindfay the Primate of Ireland died. Ujp- -. 
on his death Archbifliop King immediately made claim to the - 
primacy, as a preferment to which he had a right from his fi^^ _ 
tion in the fee of Dublin, and from his acknowledged chara^er ' 
in the church. Neither of thefe pretenfions were prevalent. He - 
was looked upon as too far advattced in years to be removed. The - 
reafon alledged was as mortifying as the refufal irfclf. But the 
ArchbKhop had no opportunity of (hewing his refentment, ez> 
cept to the new Primate Dr. Bolter, whom he received at his own 
houfe, and in his dining- parjour, without rifing from his chair, 
and to whom he made an apology, by faying in his ufual Arjia 
of wit, and with his ufual fneenng countenance, " My Lord, 

. •* I am certain your grace will forgive me,becaufey«« knov, I ' 
" am too old to rife." Orrery ^ let. 3. 

"Whether or not Dr. King, who was at that time very dcfer- 
vedlyin high reputation, although dcfccndcd from the meaneft 
of the people, [being the fon of a miller], was afraid of being 
cclipfed by the fuperior luftre of this young afpiring geniul^ 
who was in all refpe^, notwithftanding that he agreed \i^th tbs' 
Biihop in affairs ecclefiaftical, a man c^ a quite different caft and 
manner of thinking, I fhall not prefume to determine* Hotr* 
ever it is by no means improbable, that Swift's prodigious ta« 
lents, which appear throughout his whole life to have beea. 
dreaded by all bis contemporaries, not excepting even thofe ndv , 
nifters who were defirous to have the honour of being ranked ni 
among his heft friends, had a greater Ihare in obftruCling hi» ui < *'j 
motion to the deanery of Derry, than perhaps any filly triud|g^ 
objeAions againft his youth and fnrightlinefs. D. S, p. 114. ^^9 
^ As Swift did not receive thefe livings till after the deaner]^ -= 
was given to another, his non-refidence could not, as Lord Or^ . 

rayfappofcSf be the rea£6n why it was not given to him. ." 
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emedy by all her friends, fuitable for her in every re< 
h He was reputed to be worth five thoufand pounds. 
^ing communicated this propoiai to her brother, and 
ing him utterly averfe from entertaining the mod 
int thoughts of it, (he began to remonltrate to him in 
way of reafon, (for the match was by no means ver7 
rabte in her own bread), that (he could not fupport 
elf on her 300 1. On which her brother afTured her, 

he would never fee her want the necelTaries or the 
veniencies of life ; and as a further proof to convince 
that his regards were truly affe^onate and dncere, 
»romired to fettle upon her f 00 U being all he was 
1 poiTefkd of in the world, the very hoar he diould 
fbme benefice in the church, which he daily expcdled^ 
/ided (he would rejedl this overture of marriage with 
oper dlfdain. But the match having taken place, not- 
litanding her brother's remonftrances, it was entirely 
greeable to him. It (eemed to interrupt thole ambi- 
s views which he had long fince formed. He grew 
ageous at the thoughts of being brother-in-law to a 
eunan. He utterly refufed all reconciliation with bis 
r, nor ever would liflen to the intreaties of his mo* 
, who came over to Ireland, Under almoft a certainty 
deifying his anger; having, in all other refpeds, 

found him a dutiful and obedient fon. But his pride 
not to be conquered ; and Mrs. Swift, finding her 
inflexible, haflened back to Leicefler, where (he con- 
ed till her death. However, his fifler's marriage 
'ed in the end very unfortunate. The hu(band was 
Ad tyrannical, vitious rake : and with regard to his 
1. he was (carce worth half fo much on the day he 
married. After he had two or three children, he 
le and died, leaving his family in very deplorable cir-^ 
ftances. Mr. Swift upon this event acquainted his 
r by melTjge, (for he would never be fo far reconciled 
) ieehcr face) that he would allow her 20 1. a-year 
ng her life, provided (he would live in England, 
not otherwile. She accordingly went to Englanf*, 
re (he conftantly received her nnnulty till her death. 

S.p. lOi — 104. 0, let. 3.] 

a 1699, Swift had like to have burnt the caftle of 
klin, and Lord Beikeley in the midll of it. For the Do > 
(oi.. I. e \Qt| 
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tor, whofe bedchamber was the next room to hi^ E 
Icncy's, having grown drowfy over his book while he 
leading in bed, dropt afleep without extinguiHiiDj 
candle ; which happening to fall upon his quilt^ let 
fire, and burnt its pafTage quite through the bed-clc 
Qntil it reached his thigh. Swift roufed by the 
leaped out of bed, and extinguifhed the fire^ whi( 
this time had burnt part of the curtains. He took 
to have the damages repaired ; and by throwing 
fbmc guineas in hu(h-money, the accident was never 
known in the cadie. [Z>. S, p. ii2.] 

As Swift had refufed acommiflion under King Wi] 
And a (ecular employment under Sir William Temp 
appears, that his attachment to a religious life, ho\ 
early and ho>vever ftrong, was not the efFedl of temp, 
views, but of zeal for the fuccefs of the great wo 
which he was about to engage, and a confcioufnefs c 
own ability to acquit himfelf with advantage. Tha 
ligious purpofes were at this time predominant ii 
mind, he ufed frequently to declare ; he hoped, he 
that| by diligent and conftant application, he fhoul 
fiir excel, that the fextoa might fometimes be ask( 
A Sonday morning, ^^ Pray, does the Do^or preac 
<• day !" And when, after having taken poflTeflion o 
livings^ he went toreCde at Laracor *j he gave publi 

* As foon as the Earls of Berkeley and Galway had bee: 
ceeded rn the government by the Primate and the Earl of J 
heda, which happened, I think, fomewhat about a year afi 
being prefented to the livings of Laracor and Ra,thbeggin, 
Swift, half in defpair of any further preferment, gallops 
to Laracor; where folitudc, retirement, the fanning of 1( 
and the warbling of birds, threw him into fonie kind of re^ 
more fuitable, if any ftrefs can be laid on the general op 
of the world, to the gravity and fedatcncfs of an older d 
tlian to that abundant fprightlincfs and fire which animate 
foul of this young, vigorous, uncommon hetcroclite genius 
liaps it may be thought exceedingly ftrange by ihofe who a 
Swift «nly for his wit and politics, that immediately after 1 
gone to refidc in the country, he fhould begin to rcfleft, il 
was intruftcd with the cure of fouls. But Swift was really; 
of high religion, without grunting, j^roaning, canting, hyj 
fy, or making wry faces. And fure it is, that in proporii 
thofc talents, whi«:h he is allowed to have poflcflcd in the 
eminent degree, he beat all his contemporaries many thou 
Qf leagues in tl^crace of Chriilianity, D, S, p, ii$, ii6. 
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(ice, that he would read prayers on every Wedncfday and 
Friday ; a labour which he would not have brought upon 
himfelfy if he had been principally concerned about the 
value of his dues, which had been long before cuflomari* 
ly paid for much lefs fcrvice. {J. R, p. 40. 41.3 

The duties of the church, which he thus rendered more 
(irequent, he performed with the utmoft pun^uality, and 
the mod rational devotion. He was indeed devout, not 
only in his public and folemn addreifes to God, but iu 
that tranfient adt of adoration, which is cdWtd faying grace^ 
and which generally condfts only in a mutter and a bow ; 
in which the fpeaker appears to compliment the company, 
and the company each other. Swift always ufed the feweft 
words that could be uttered on the occafton ; but he pro- 
noanced them with au emphaiis and fervour which every 
one around him faw and felt, and with his hands clafped 
beach other, and lifted to his breaft. And it is hoped, 
that thoie who can no otherwife emulate the character of 
Swift, will attempt it in this a^ of religious decorum^ 
lad no longer aflTefl either to be wits or fine gentlemen^ 
by a condu^ direAly contrary to fo great an example. * 
But Swift, with all this piety in his heart, could not 
lefift the temptation to indulge the peculiarity of his hu- 
moor when an opportunity offered, whatever nJght be 
the impropriety of time and place. 

On the firft Wednefday after he had fummoned hit 
congregation at Laracor, he afcended his de(k, and having 
iat fome time with no other auditor than his clerk Roger, 
be rofe op, and with a compofure and gravity that, upon 
diis ocGaCon, was irrefiftibly ridiculous, he began. 
^ Dearly beloved Roger, the icripture moveth you and 

L^i ^ me in fundry places ," and fo proceeded to the end 

A of the fcrvice*. {0. let. 3.] 

^^1 Daring Swift's refidencc at Laracor, he invited to 

;.^.! Ireland a lady whom he has celebrated by the name of 

t s * What a glorious prieft would he have been, to reforai the 
^ young and fpxightly from the extravagdnce of their ways ^ But. 
^c]>{ alas! that amazing capacity, fo continually rolling over with 
n i| torrents of wit and hunaour, was by no means adapted to the 
xrcil foWmnity of a country.pariih, or to the coofoiation of old wo* 
^ nea. D. S, p. iij. 

.,1 e a Stella^ 
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Stella. With this lady he became acquainted while he 
Jived with Sir Wiliiani Temple. She was the daughter of 
his ileward, whofe name was Jehnfon ; and Sir William, 
when he died, left her looo 1. in confideration of her fa« 
ther's faithful (ervices. At the death of Sir William, which 
happened in January 1 698-9, flie was in the fixteenth year 
of her age * ; and it was about two years afterwards, that^ 
at Swift's invitation, fhe kft England, accompanied by 
her friend Mrs. Dingley, a kdy wba was fifteen years 
older, and whole whole fbrtene, though ^e was related 
to Sir William, was no mord than an annuity of 27 L 
\p. S. p. 85. 86. 90.]. Whether Swift at this time de- 
iired the company of Stelh as a wife os a friend, is not 
certain ; but the reafbn which fhe and her companion then 
gave for their leaving England, was, that in Iceland the 
intereft of money was high, and provifions were cheap. It 
appears, however, that olher reafons were fufpeded in the 
r.eighbourboodof Moorpark ; for Mr. Thomas Swift, the 
redlor of Pnttenham, in a ^ette^, dated Feb. f. 17069 
enquires, " whether Jonathan was married, or whether 
'^ he had been able to refift the charms of both thofe 
'^ gentlewomen who marched from Moorpark to Dublin^ 
*' with a refolution to engage him f V* [Z>. iS. p. 86i 
87.]. It appears too, that Swift, if he did not addrefs 
her himfelf, yet contrived to break off a treaty ef marri^ 
age with another, by pcrfuading her to iniift upon terms 
^ifch which the gentleman could not comply %. Bat 

whatevec 

* Mr. D^ane Swift fays i8 ; but it appears by the poem on 
her birth-day in 1718, that ihe was then but 34. The Dean 
lays, fhe was in Ireland from 1^, in his introdb^lion to Bonl 
Moti de SttUa, in vol. 8. p. 49;-. Bawhcf, 

I The beauty and gracefulnefs of Mrs. Johnfon'^ perfon ba4 
been remarked- by Swift about two years before Sir William 
Temple's death, but never, we may be (ure, had he made bee 
the leaft ady anccs. I am tnclfticd however to think, that having 
obferved her to be a delightful girl, and of a genius quick and 
lively, he had given her fome inAru£iions for the improvement 
of her mind in thofe happy years of docility, when the foul ii 
apt to receive all the fined impreflloDs;- which, like feed'throwii 
upon a rich and fertile foil', might have prejudiced her iiiclina« 
tionsto have a tenderncf&for him. D. S, p. 85-. 86' 

i Dr. Swift made no addrefTes to this charming fair upon bar 
£rA arrival in Ireland, when i^e was in the prime of her life, and 

fplendor 
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fvhatever was Swift's attachment to Mrs. Johnfbn, every 
poQible precaution was taken to prevent fcandal. Theyi 
never lived in the fame houfe.^ When Swift was abfent 
from Laracor, Mrs. Johnlon and her friend refided at the 
parfonage ;. when he returned, they removed either to the 
noufe (^ Dr. Raymond^ vicar of Trim, a gentleman of 
great hofpitality, and Swift's intimate friend, or to a lodg- 
ing provided for them in the neighbourhood : neither 
were they ever known to meet but in the prelence of a 
third peribn. [DS.p. 90O Swift made frequent excur* 
fions to Dublin^ and (bme to London : but Mrs. Johnfon 
was buried in folitude and obfcurity ; (he was known only 
to a few of Swift's mod intimate acquaintance, and had no 
female companion except her friend Mrs. Dingley, who* 
was by all accounts a very infipid companion *•• 

folcndor of her Beauty. However, the gracefulncfs of her pce- 
lon, and the politcncfs of her convcrfation, were not to be re- 
iftcd by a gentleman of wit and learning, who was an intimat(i' 
iiiend of the Doctor, .and with whom Aie had frequently converf* 
ed. This gentleman declared his pafOon, and made her propofals- 

of marriage. Mrs. Johnfon difcovered no repugnancy tothe 

match ; but ftill Ihc would be advifcd by Dr. Swift. The DoAor, 
perhaps loath to be fcparated from fo^ delightful a companion, 
threw an obftacle in the way that was not to be furmounted. 
The gentleman had a benefice in the church, of a condderablis 
value, about 100 miles from Dublin; which required hi? attend- 
ance. Dr. Swift, in order to bring matters^to a final ifriie, made 
him an overture, that he fhould fettle upon his wife 100 1, a.year 
for pin-money. The lover indeed, though extremely captrvatc4'«^ 
with the charms orhis miftrefs, was by no means delighted with 
.thisprop^fal; hedefired, however, that he might have a night's 
time to confider of-it. And the next morning, contrary to ex« 
peftatioD, he agreed to the terms^^ Swifl, never at a lofs for fon»e 
nncomnnon flight of imagination, infiiled farther, that he (houM' 
live in Dublin, and keep a coach for his- wife. The gentleman ■ 
kid more honour than to promife what he could not perform; 
and fo the match was broken ofT D. 5. p. 87. 89. — Sec Lord Or- 
lery'^ account of this lady, and of Dr. Swift^correfpondencc 
with her,. in vol.' 8. p. 29J.-in the notes; 

♦ This couf fc of life, iV> very lingular in a fihowomani abflraft- 
ed Mrs. Johnfon inagreat/raeafure from the convcrfc of her own * 
fez. She lived, I cannot abfoUitdy fay by her own choice, wholly 
in the circle of booksand men*, a life 10 unnatural to the fweetnefs - 
ad delicacy of a tender female conftitution, that I cannot fuppofc 
tSwitb^allits glittering advantages in tlwway.of fcicacc,tohavc 
c 5 bt^\v 
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In 1 70 1, Swift took h« boftor's degree ; and in 176?, 
fbon after the death of King WiHiam, he went to Eng- 
landy for the firfl time after his fettiement at Laracor : a 
journey which he fteqaently repeated during the reign of 
Queen Anne. Mrs. Johnfon was once alfo in England 
In 1 705 ; but returned in a few months, and never after- 
vrards crofled the channel. [^D. S. p. 90.3 

He foon became eminent as a writer, and in that cha- 
rafler, at lead, was known to the great men in both the 
faftions, which were dlHinguifhed by the names of ff^hig 
and Tory *. He had been educated among the Whigs ; 
t)ut he at length attached himfelf to the Tories, becaafe, 
ns he (aid, the Whigs had renounced their old principles, 
and received others, which their forefathers held in utter 
abhorrence f . [0, let, 4.] He did not however write 

any 

l>ccn near fo eligible to the lovely Mrs. Johnfon, as that open free 
converie with the world, which is totally unacquainted with every 
colour and fpecies of involuntary confinement. However, that 
jgreatnefs of mind, which infpires,likc the demon of Socrates, cou- 
rage and rcfolulion into the fouls of thfi innocent, comforted and 
fupported the religious and virtuous Mrs. Johnfon, under all the 
bitterncfs and prefliircs of her rcftraint D, S,p,^o. 91, 

* Two crcaturcs,^ fays a modern author, who arc born with a 
fcctet antipathy to each other, and engage as naturally when they 
meet, as the ekphan t and rhinoceros. In a mixture of thefe two 
jarring animals confifted thefirft miniftry of Q. Anne; but the 
lireater fhare of the adminiftration was committed to the Whigs, 
iwho, with indefatigable induftry, foon ingroiftd the whole; in« 
clofmg their fovereign within their own fortifications, and keep- 
ing her captive within their own walls. The Queen, whofe heart 
was naturally inclined towards the Tories, remained an unwilling 
yrifoner feveral years to the "Whigs; till Mr. Harlcy, with aTory 
army, undermined all theWhiggifli fortreflcs; leveficd rheirworli 
to the ground, feizcd the princefs, and, during the remainder of 
hex lifs, furrounded and defended her with a new fct of troops 
under the comniand of the Duke of Ormond. 0. let. 4. 

f The effects of power and ambition arc extraordinary and 
boundlefs. They blind our faculties, they ftaggcr our refolutioni 
and they fubvert our nature. Not all the metamorphofes of 0- 
•vid can'produce a parallel, equal to the change that appears in 
the fame man, when from a patriot he becomes a courtier. lYet 
it maybe aflertcd, and will redound to the honour of Dr. Swift, 
that when he rofe into the confidence and cftecm of thofe great 
inen who fat at the helm of affairs during the laft years of Queen 
Anne's reign, he fcarcc ever loft himftlf, or grew giddy hj the 

plenitude 
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iwf political pamphlet from the year 1701 * to the year 
1708 f. LD. S. p. 148.] B« 

plenitude of power, and the exalted flation of frequently appeav* 
log in the confidence and favour of the reigning mtnifter. He may 
have been carried away by inconfiderate pafllon, but he was not 
to be fwayed by deliberate evil. He may have erred in judgment^ 
but he was upright in intention. The welfare and profperity of 
tbefe kingdoms were the conftant aim of his politics, and Cbe 
immediate fubjeft of his thoughu and writings. 0. let. 4. 

* In 170 1, Dr. Swift having wrote the piece intitled, ^ii/^tfar/r 
^the ccmtefisand di^ei^tons in jitbens and Rome [in vol 2, p. 8.] ro. 
turned from England to Ireland ; where having met with old fip. 
Sheridan, at his uncle William Swift's in Dublin, the Biihop» 
after fome con verfation with him about affairs in England, asked 
him if be had read that pamphlet, and what reputation it carried 
at London ? The Do6lor told him modcftly, that he had read it, 
and that, as far as he had •bfcrvcd, it was very well liked at 
London. Very well liked ! faid the Bifhop, with fome emotion ; 
yes, Sir, it is one of the fineft trails that ever was written, 
well, furely Bp. Burnet is one of the beft writers in the whole 
World f Bp. Burnet, my Lord ! faid the Doctor : Why, my Lord, 
Bp. Burnet was not the author of that difcourfc. Not the author 
oi it i faid the Biihop. Why, Sir, there is never a man in 
England, except the Bi(hop, capable of writing it. I can aiTure 
your Lcrdfliip, replied the Doaor, Bp. Burnet was not the au- 
thor of it. Not the author of it? faid the Bifhop : Pray, Sir, 
give me your rcafoo for thinking fo. Bccaufe, my Lord, (kid 
Swift, that difcourfe is not written in the Biihop's flyle. Not in 
the Bifliop's ftyle ? replied old Sheridan, with fome degree of 
contempt. No, my Lord, the ftyle of that pamphlet is, Ithiak, 
wholly different from the ftyle of the Biihop. Oh, Mr: Swift, 
replied Sheridan, I have had a long acquaintance with your 
tinclcSy and an old fricndftiip for all your family, and really I 
have a great re^rd for 3rou in particular. But let me advife 
you, for you are ftill a very young man; I know you have a 
good flure of abilities, and are a good fcholar ; however, let mo 
aflure you notwithfhmding, that you are ftill a great deal too 
young to pronounce your judgment on the ftyle of authors. I 
am greatly obliged to your Lordlhip, replied Swift, for the good 
opinion you are pleafed to entertain of me; but ftill I am to af- 
fureyour Lord/hip, that Bp. Burnet was not the author of that 
difcourfe. Well, Sir, (aid the Biftiop, let me know who it was 
chat did write it. Why, really, my Lord, replied Swiff, I writ it 
myfelf. And this was the firft time that ever he acknowledged 
himfelf to be the author of that famous tra£l. D, S. p, 12a, 3. 

t During this interval. Dr. Swift had worked hard within thofe 
fiibterraneous pafTages, where, as has been hinted in a former 
aote, the mine was formed that blew up the Whiggilh ramparts, 
a&d opened a way for the Tories to the (Jucen, Swift w^^xo \\\« 
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But though, by his frequent excurfions to EngTanc^ 
and a long abfence from his cures, he appears to have 
clelayed the execution of'his purpofe to excel as a preach* 
er ; yet he ufed ta dedare, that he did not renounce it 
tUl his acquaintance with Harley ; nor did he ever men- 
tion his lubfequent attachment to politics^ without in^ 
dubitable figns^ of penitence and regret. [/. R.p> 41* 
42. 266.] 

It is probable, that he hoped to exert himfelf more efr 
fcfhially in the church, by acquiring Ibme other prefer- 
ment ; and that, with this view, he was fdicitous to be 
near the couct : for before his acquaintance with Lord 
Oxford, a biihoprick was ihteadedfor him by thctjueen. 
But Abp. Sharpe,. and a. certain great lady, having mlfre- 
prefented his principles and chara^er, her Majefty gave 
It to another *. Of this injury, however,^ the Archbifhop- 
was afterwards truly fenfible, expreffed great forrow for 
it, and defired his forgivenefs. [_J. R. p. 271.] 

After this difappointment it was not long before a hew 
feene opened before him ; for in 171 o, being- then in 
England, he was impowered by his Grace the Lord Prr- 
mate of Ireland, to folicit the Queen to exonerate the 
clergy of Ireland from paying the twentieth parts and^ 
ficCl fruits* And upon this occalion, his acquaintance 
with Harley commenced f;- 

As foon as he had received the Bifhop's letter; inftrue- 
laons, and authority, he refolved to apply to Mr. Har- 
Ifey, not only becaufe he was a principal perfon in the 
Queen's miniftry, but becaufe, by his inteceft^ the (anie 
fiivour had been granted to the clergy of England. That 
he might not wait upon Mr. Harley, to whom his name 
was well known, wholly without recommendation, he- 
got himfelf reprefented as a perfon who had been ex* 

Tories^ what Czfar was to tiie Romans, at once alead^r of thoir 
armies, and an hiftoriographer of their triumphs. He redded V€ry. 
much in England: his inclinations were always there. O. Uu^*. 

♦ Ajbp. Sharpe reprefentcd him as a perfon who was not a- 
Chriftian,.and the great lady fupported the afpcrfion. Swift kept' 
himfelf indeed within fome tolerable bounds^ when he fpoke of^" 
the Queen,, but his indignation knew no limits, whca he men*- 
tioned the Archbifliop or the lady. O^.Ut. 4. 

t See the letters that paflcd between Dt.. Swift and the Iriih- 
Si^o£s OB this occa£on,.iii vol. 8. p,. 2I2t— 217. 
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tremdy ill ufed by the lail mtnUlry, becaufe he would not go 
cemia lengths which they would have had him ; this being 
in fome ibrtMr. Harley's own cafe*, [yd. 8. p. 212.J 

Mr. 

^ Swift no fooner appeared at London in September 1710, but 
** all the Whigs were raviihed to fee him, and would have laid 
" hold on him as a twig to fave them from finking ; and the great 
** men were all making him their clumfy apologies." [Let. to S» 
Sept. 9. 17 ro.]. ** It is good*' [faith the Doftor] " to fee what a 
•* lamentable confeifion the Whigs all make of my ill ufagc."[i>, 
Sept. 30.] In fliort, the Whigs would gladly have depended on his 
fuperior talents for their refurreclion ; and the Tories dreaded 
from his pen their inevitable dcAruftion. D, S. p. 312,, 13. — It 
docs not appear, that Swift had any defign of attaching himfelf 
to the Tory miniftry at this time. For he declares within a few 
days after his arrival, that " he is heartily weary of London, 
** and wt/hes that he had never flii red from Ireland." [Lr/. to Si 
Sept. 12. 1710.] But obferving in October in what manner he 
was courted by Mr. Harley and Mr. Secretary St. John, ('* who 
** frequently protefted, after he bad become their intimate, that 
** he was the only man in England rhey were afraid of)," [T- 
M. June 30. 1 71 1.] as well as by all the reft of the great people 
jj» power, to whom he was immediately introduced by Mr. 
Barley upon their firft acquamtance, he readily enough ac* 
cepted the wvitation to be their friend and protestor. 

jUA now the pMc intereft tofupport. 

By Harley Swift Invited comes to court, [vol. tf. p.. 249*] 
" Iftand with the new people" (faith he)" ten times better than 
«* ever I did with the old; and forty times more carefled." [Off. 
14. 17Z0.] "The prefent miniftry have a difficult task, and want 
•* nie,6'f. According to the beft judgment I have, they are pur- 
** fuing the true intereft of the public ; and therefore I am glad to 
"contribute what lies in my power." [^Nov, 29. 1710.J •* Asfor 
** your news that Mr. St. John is going to Holland, he has no fuch 

* thoughts to quit the great ftation he is in ; nor if he had, could 
** I be (pared to go with him." [J^w. 24. ly 10 ] ** May my ene* 
** mies five here [at London] in fummcr; and yet I am fo unluc* 
** ]^, that Icanoot poflibly be out of the way at this juncture.-* 

• TTie Whigi whifper that our miniftry differ among ihemfdves, 
^ and they begin to talk out the Secretary. They have fome rea- 
"fons for their whifpers; though I thought it was a greater fe. 
*' cret. I do not much like the prefent pofture of things. 1 al* 

I ^ ways apprehended that any fallingout would ruin them, and fo 
; • I have told them feveral times. The Whigs are mighty full of 

* hopes at prefent ; and whatever is the matter, all kinds of ftocks 
*^ fall. I nave not yet talked with the Secretary about Prior's 
^journey [to Franee]. I Ihould be apt to think it may foretel a 

• peace ; and that is all we have to preferve us." [^ug. 27, 171 1.] 
•"Swift and the Secretary halving appointed to Ipend a whole 

^1 
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Mr. Harlejr received him with the utmoft kindnefs and 
refpe^ ; he utt with him two hours in company, and two 
hours he was with him alone. He not only engaged in the 
Dodor's immediate bufinefs with the utmoft zeol^and fooa 
after accompjilhed it; but told him, he mud bring him ac- 
quainted with Mr. St. John ; incited him to dine with 
him ; charged him to come often ; and, when the Do^or 
propofed attending at his levee, told him that was no place 
ioifrietkis. The Doflor foon after became perfonally ac- 
quainted with the red of the minifters, who appear to have 
courted and carefTed him with uncommon afliduity. He 
dined every Saturday at Mr. Harley's, with the Lord 
Keeper, Mr. Secretary St. John, and Lord Rivers. On 
that day no other perlon was for fome time admitted ; but 
this felei5t company was at length enlarged to fixteen, all 
men of thefirft clafs, Swift included. They dined ona 
a- week at the i.oufes of each other by rotation^ and went 
under the general denomiaatioa of brothers *• 

Froii 

day in private to|?cthcr upon affairs of the greateft confequence 
•' The ducc" (faith he) ** is in this Secretary, When I went t( 
'* him this mnrninp, he had people with him ; but fays, we are tc 
** dine with Prior to day and then will do all our bufinefs in th( 
•* afternoon. At two, Prior lends word he is othcrwife engaged 
** Then the Secretary and I go and dine with Brig. Briton; fil 
•* till eight, ^row merry, no bufinefs done ; we part, and ap- 
*' point no time to meet again. This is the fault of all the pre- 
*« lent minifters, teafmg me to death for my affiftance, layioj 
•• the whole weight of their affairs upon it; and flipping oppor 
** tunitics.*' [OB. II. 1711.] D. S. p. 329, 30, i. 

* Swift was reprcfcnted to Mr. Haricy, " as one extremely il 
** ufcd by the laft miniftry," [vol. 8^ p. 212.] a fentiment which 
ID his political wifdom, that great minider both greedily and fear 
fully imbibed. And accordingly, when Swift waited upon hin 
about the firft fruits and twentieth parts; Harley, knowing tb( 
pride and fpirit of the man with whom he had to deal, inftantlj 
Dcgan to pay his court to Swift in all the ihapes that were con 
fiflent with his fpirit and dignity. The moment that Swift ap 
peared in his houfe, Haricy *' received him with the greate 
** refped and kindnefs imaginable; and appointed him an hou 
'* two or three days after to open his bufinefs to him." [^Let. \ 
S* OB, 4* 1710.] No fooner had Swift told him his bufinefs o 
the day appointed, but Harley <' entered into it with all kinc 
•« ncfi, asked him for his powers, and read them, and rea 
^ likewife the memori^ he had drawn up, and put it into h 
^ « pocki 
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From this time the DoAor fupported the intereft of his 

new friends with all his power, m pamphlets^ poems, and 

periodical papers ; his intimacy with them was fo re* 

markable^ 

*' pocket to Ihcw the Queen ; told him the meaftires he would 

'< take ; and, in ihort, faid every thing he could wifh ; told him 

*' he muft bring Mr. St. John and him acquainted ; and fpoke 

** ib many things of pcrfonalkindncfsandeftcem.thathc [SwiftJ 

** was inclined to believe what fome friends had told him, that 

*' he [Harlcy] would do every thing to bring him over. He 

** [Harlcy] defined him to dine with him on Tucfday ; and after 

** four hours being with him, fet him down at St. James's cof» 

** fechoufc in a hackney-coach." [Oft, 7. 1710.]. Add again, *• I 

** muft tell you [faith the Doftor] a great piece of refinement in 

** Harlcy. [This was but four days after their firft acquaintancc.J 

*^ He charged me to come to fee him often. I tola him I was 

" loath to trouble him in fo much bufinefs as he had, and defir« 

** ed I might have leave to- come at his levee; which he imme- 

'* diately rcfufcd, and faid, that wasno place for friends." [Off. 8* 

17 10.] In two da3rs after Harley " told him, he had Ihewn hit 

' •* memorial to the Queen, and fecotided it very heartiiy; becaufe 

" (faid he) the Queen deHgns to Hgnify it to the Bifiiops of lre» 

** land in form, and take notice that it was done upon a me« 

" morial from you : which Mr. Harley told Swift be did to make 

i " it look more reffedfttl to bim," [Off. 30. 17X0.] — '* I believe'* 

, [faith the Doctor] '* never any thing was compared fo foon, and 

•• purely done by my perfonal credit with Mr. Harley, who is 

** lb excefllvely obliging, that I know not what to make of it, 

•* unlefs to ihew the rafcals of the other partv, that they ufcd a 

•* man unworthily, who had defervcd better." [Off. 21. 1710.3 

** Harley fpeaks all the kind things to me in the world." iNev. 8. 

! 17 10.] But the account of his entertainment and reception at 

^ the Secretary's, will give fome clearer light into thefe matters* 

'I *• I dined to day" [faith he] " by invitation with the Secretary 

J, ^ of State, Mr. St. John. Mr. Harley came in to us before dinner, 

t * * and made me bis excufes for not dining wi th us, becau fe he was to 

I* ' receive people who came to propofe the advancing money to 

'\ " the government.— —I*ff Secretary pfed me witb all tbe kiudnefi 

f <* inthevforld. Prior came in after dinner; andupon an occafion 

■ ''he [the Secretary] faid, the bed thing he ever read is not yours, 

V •' (avs he, but Dr. Swift's on Vanbrug [in vol. 6. p. 7»> 72-25 
J^ •* which I do not reckon fo very good neither : but Prior wat 
^ " damped, till I fluffed him with two or three compliments. He 
^'l *' told me, among other things, that Mr» Harley complained be could 
'Jj ^ keep notbing from me, I bad tbe wayfo mucb of getting into bim» 

** I knew that was a refinement ; and fo I told him ; and it was 

V «* fo. Indeed it is Hard to fee thefe great men ufe me like one 
J " wbo vtas tbiir betters^ and the puppies with you in Ireland 
'^ ** hardly regarding me. But there are fome reafons for all thU.** 

^ . [N§v, It, 17 10.] Thefe laft words have an eye \o \u^ ^fiJCvua 
^1 the fiwoiner; wludi he icpt as a profound £^it\ i&om ^\ 
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raarkable, that he was thought'not only to defend, but la 
fbme degree to diredl their meafures ; and ibch was his im- 
portance in the opinion of the oppofite party, that many 
Speeches were made againfl him in both houies of parlia- 
ment * ; a reward was alfo offered for di (covering the aa- 
thor oi The fublick /pirit of the IVhigs. [vol. 2. p. 51.] t 

Whatever 
the world, except the printer and the miniftry. Prior was fu- 
fpeflcd for being the author of the Examiner, fee numb. 26, 31. 
[in vol. 2.]. and had like to have been infuhcd for it in the 
Ihrcct ; to which ihc letter from the Whigs to the Examiner, 

No. 28. very plainly alludes. It is a point beyond all con* 

trovcify, thai no fovcreign prince was ever more carefled by 
noble, generous and manly fpirits, than Swift undoubtedly was, 
not only by the great Harlcy, but all the Tory miniftry. For it 
is certain, that Swift courted not the miniftry, but the miniftry 
courted Swift to be tlicir champion and their proteftor, [See his 
own words, Examiner, No. 2<5.]; and ufed him with the fame 
rcfpcQ, as well after as before he had taken them under his care. 
Neither did he once confent to i^s^y with the miniftry, and run 
his fortune among them. D, S, p, 313. 316. 

* See vol. 6. p. 249, 50. 

t Among the various branches into which Swift's expanfive 
genius fpread itfelf, thofe peculiar talents of levelling his writ- 
ings to the loweft, and fuftaining their dignity to the higheft ca- 
pacity, were probably the original motives that attracted the 
Earl of Oxford's friendftiip to him. In the year 1709, the cha- 
ndler of Dr. Swift as an author wasperfeftly eftablilhcd. He 
had flicwn abilities equal to thofe attributed by Homer to U- 
lyflcs : he could appear a beggar among beggars, and a king a- 

mong kings. From the year 1709, to thelateft period of Q. 

Anne, we find him fighting on the fide of the minifters, and main- 
taining their caufe in pamphlets, poems, and weekly papers. 
In a letter to Mr. Pope, of Jan. 10. 1721. he has this cxprcflion: 
•* I have con verfed in fome freedom with more minifters of ftatc, 
** of ail parties, than ufually happens to men of my icvcl; and 
** I confefs, in their capacity as minifters, I look upon them as 
•* a race of people whofe acquaintance no man would court, 
•• ptherwife than on the fcore of vanity or ambition." [vol. 8. 
p. 27.] Lord Oxford, as a gcnilemanand a fcholar, might be open 
and unreferved to Dr. Swift, as far as hisLordftiips nature would 
permit; but as a miniflcr of ffate he ever appeared myftcrioui 
and enigmatical, delivering his oracles,' like the Delphian deity, 
in occult terms and ambiguous expreftlons. — - — A man al- 
ways appears of more confequencc tohifnfelf, than he is in rea- 
lity to any other nerfon. Such perhaps was the cafe of Dr. 
Swift. He found himfclf much indulged by the fmilt-s and con- 
verfation of the Earl of Oxford. He knew how ufeful he was 
to the adminiftration in general : and in the aforementioned let- 
ter, he fnySf that the place of hiftoriographer was intended for 
iwD [vol, 8, p. 13.] But I am a^ U M^^cd that he flattered 
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Whatever esccellence wc poGkCs, or whatever honours 
we obtain^ the pleafure which they produce^ is all relative 
to Tome particular favourite^ with whom we are tenderly 
cooneiSted, eitherby friendfhipor bylove; or, atmoft, it 
terminates, like rays collcdled by a burning-glafs, in a very 
foiall circle, which is fcarce more than a point, and, like 
light, becomes fenfible only by refledlion. Thus Swift, 
while he was courted and carefled by thoie whom others 
were making intcrefl to approach, feems to have enjoyed 
his dlflin^lion, only in proportion as it was participated 
with Stella ; for amidft all the buOncfs, and all the ho-' 
noars that crouded upon him, he wrote every day an ac- 
count of whatever occurred, and fent her a journal, re- 
gularly dated, every fortnight^ during the whole time of 
bis connexion with Q. Anne's minilby. [D. S.p. 258.] 
From thefe unr^ftrained eduQons of his heart, many par- 
ticulars are known^ which coqid have been known no o- 
therway. Aod by thefe it appears inconteflably, that he 
was not only employed, but trulled ; and that Harley, 
who is univerfally allowed to have been one of the molt 
rcferved and myflerious of all politicians, was to him, in 
aflairs of the utmoil moment, open and explicit *, The 
refukof one of their conferences, fo early as the year 1 7 1 o, 

was 
himfclf too highly : at Icaft it is very evident, that he remained 
without any prewrmcnt till the year 171 3, when he was made 
Dean of St. l*atrick's. In point of power and revenue, fuch a 
dcjnery might be elleemedno inconliderablc promotion ; but to 
10 ambitious mind, whofc perpetual aim was a fettlement in 
England, a dignity in any other kingdom muft appear (as pci^- 
haps it was dedgaed) only an honourable and proiitabic bani(h« 
mcnt. 0. let, 4. 

♦The Earl of Oxford had a real friendmip for Dr. S wife. And 
there are fomo little gratifications in the commerce of fricnd!hip, 
which appear to be as ftrong^ if not ilronger indications of our 
love and eftecra for particular perfons, than what is calle.d adr 
'vanciog them in the grande monde, whether to honours or prer 
ffrment. Ol'this nature I take fome prefcnts to have been, whicli 
the Earl made to the Doilor, particularly his own pi£lure ena? 
mdlcd by Zinck^ the fcal of Julius Cjcfar, and cfpcciilly the fcal 
of the yoHDg Hercules^ which were both given to the Earl by 
hie royal miftreCs, and afterwards by the Earl picfcntcd to the 
Dofior; alluding, perhaps, in the prclcnt of theyounp, Hercules^ 
to thecharaAer of Alcidcs in the poem called Atlas, the Earl be- 
ing confcious to himfelf how much the Doftor had fup ported th« 
CMfticution, the Queen, and the minillry. But what, U\\\nV^ 
ftewedmore kinduefs and sffc^tioD than any gf the Igsoier, vai^ 
Vol. h f y^ 
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wras to this efledl : That the kingdom was as cdrtiinly ru- 
ined as a bankrupt merchant ; that a peace, whether bad 
■or goodj was abfoluteJy neceflary ; that the -confederacy 
fnufl foon breaks and &£lions increafe ; and that rhe mi- 
•nidry was upon too narrow a bottom^ and (lood like an 
iflhmus, between the Whigs on onefide, and the violent 
Tories on the orher ; a iltuation in which they could not 
fubfifl *. Tbefe violent Tories were formed into a fociety 
'Called the O&oher club^ of whom Swift fays, <* They are 
« about an hundred parliament-men of the country, who 
•*< drink Odober beer at home, and meet every evening at 
•*' a tavern near the parliament- houfe, to drive tilings on 
'^^ .to extremes againft the Whigs, to call the old miniftry 

the prcfent of that penknife wherewith the Earl himfelf had been 
Itabbcd by Guifcard. It was a common ordinary penknife, with 
a tortoifclhcll handle; and when it was /hut, was juft about the 
length of a man's little finger. But as the blade was broken 
within half an inch of the handle, by the violence of the blow 
againft one of the EarPs ribs, the Doftorhad a hole drilled 
through that part of the blade which was broken oiF, arid ano- 
ther hole through that piece which remained in the handle, and 
by that contrivance they were both held together by a little fil- 
^erchain. D.S.p. 162, 3. 

* Dr. Swift's own account of this is as follows. " This king- 
•* dom is certainly ruined as much as was ever any bankrupt 
•< merchant. "We muft have peace, let it be a bad or a good one; 
♦* though no body dares talk of it. The nearer I look upon 
*« things, the wode I like them. I believe the confederacy will 
*< foon break to pieces ; and our faftions at home increafe. The 
f* miniftry is upon a very narrow bottom : and fland like an 
«» ifthmus between the whigs on one fide, and violent Tories on 
*« the other. They are able fcamen ; but the tempcft is too 
•« great, the fliip too is rotten, and the crew all againft them. 
** Lord Sommcrs has been twice in the Queen's clofct, once very 

*« lately ; and the Dutchcfs of S 1, who now has the key, is 

** a moft infinuating woman ; and I believe they will endeavour 
** to play the fame game that has been played againft them. I 
«• have told them all this, which they know already ; twr they 
«* cannot help it ; they have cautioned the Queen fo irilM^a- 
"•' gainft being governed, that (lie obferves.it too much. Sfiuld 
" talk till to morrow upon thefe things ; but they make iftcmc- 
** lancholy. I could not but obfcrve, that ktely after much con- 
*' ycrfation with Mr. Harley, though he is the moft fcarlefs man 
** alive, and the Icaft apt to defpond, he confeflcd to me, that 
•* uttering his mind tome gave bim cafe" [If/. (9 Stella. March 

A. 1710.] i?.^. ^3l®• 
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** tXT accoimi^ and get off five or fix heads *.'* £Letr to 
S. Feb. i». i7iOi D. S.p. 319. ^^26Q 

But, if Swift thought this party too precrpitant, ft is 
certain iie thought Lord Oxford too flow ; and he once 
told him fb in a manner that (hews both his integrity, and 
the freedom of his converfation with thofe who have a pre*' 
fcriptive right to fervility and adulation. He had received 
(from Col. Hill, a gentleman of worth, who had com- 
manded with great bravery in the battle of Almanza, foon 
after his promotion to a regiment) a prefcnt of a fine 
tortoife-fliell fouff-box, richly lined with gold, with the 
profpeft of the riaho of Venice, feveral gondalos play- 
ing on the canals, and other figures to the number of 
150, rcprefenting the pleafures of a carnival, painted oi» 
the infide of the lid. This prefent he (hewed one day ta 
Harley ; who having admired the painting and the work- 
manfhip, at laft fpied a figure fludded on the outfide of 
the bottom, which he thought vefembied a goofe ; upon 
which, turning 10 the Doctor, " Jonathan,** fays he, " i 
^ think the Colonel has made a goofe of you." " Yesy 
" my Lord,*' fays the Dodtor ; " but, if your Lordfiiip 
'' will look a little farther, you will fe^ that I am driving 
^ a {hail before me ;" which indeed happened to be the 
device. To this the Earl coolly replied. " That is fe« 
•* vcrc enough, Jonathan j but I deferve it.** [Z). S. p^ 
163, 4.3 

It is equally true, . and equally evident, that Swift hact 
BO expe^ation of advantage from his conne<5tion with 
Ihefe perfons, that he knew they could not long preferve 

* — The miniftry fccm not to regard them ; yet one of 
them in confidence told me, that there muA be fomcthing thought 
on to fettle things better. I'll tell you one great (late fecret. 
The Queen, fendble how much fhe was governed by the lat« 
mioiftrv, runs a little into fehe other extr-eme, and is jealous in 
that point even of tbpfe who got her out of the other's hands. 
ThcjApmry is for gentler meafures, and the other Tories for 
lufmoknt. Lord Rivers, talking to me the other day, curfed 
the p^r called the Examiner^ for fpcaking civilly of the Duke 
•f Marlborough. This I happened to talk of to the SecreUry \. 
who blamed the warmth of that Lord and fome others, and fworc^ 
that if their advice were followed, they would be blown up in 
twenty-four hours. And I have leafon to think that they will 
I endeavour to prevail on the Queen to put her affairs more in 
^ the hands of a miniftry tha||^ does at prefent ; and there are« 
\ Ibdieve, two men thouglflwrf . [Let, to 5.] D. S. f . ^20. 
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their, power, ; that he did not bonoir it 'While it iafted, 

and that he difdained pecuniary obltgations *. 

<* Theminiftry" (faith he) « are good hondft hettrty 
<' fellows. I ufe them like dogs, becaufe I expedt they 
^< will ufe me Co, They call me nothing but Jonathan ; 
^' and I fold I believed they would leave tne Jonathan- as 
^ they found me; and that I never knew a-Ynin^ftry da 
<' any thing for tliofe whom they make companions of 
** their. pleafures ; but I care not." \llit.to S. Feb 17. 
1710. D. 5./>. 322.] 

In the fummer of 1711, he forefaw the ruin of the 
sniniftry^ by thofe mifunderftandings among themlelvcs 
which at laft efFe^ed it ; and it was not Only his Opi- 
nion^ but their own^ that if ritey cottkl ftot cari^ a 
peace, they would notbe able 'to keep themfelves out . 
ef the Tower, even though they fhouW agree. [Z>. S. 
f. 3^1. Let* toStei/aJ} In order therefore to facilitate 
this great event. Swift wrote The cmndu^ 6f the-^Hes ; 
a piece which ht confefies cod him much pains, and 

* Swift, confcious of his^reat abilities, atrd that he^asDOt 
obliged to thc"ininiftry, for any the Icaft' favour, how much fo- 
«yer they had been obljged to him for hiseare and.protedioo, 
treated cvcFyonc^f them round, jirft inwbfttTflyleanil -Btaflnet 
he thought coirveoieAt. The miniAry, "Who Were thei&fbtir«s 
men-of wit and ;pencri!ation, bore withhis teiT>|>er/andioothed 
)iim in his grcateft irregularities. Had they ventured to have 
afted otherwife, they. knew in their fouls, that be would have 
MkcD'horfc the next niormng, and, carelefs ' of their fate, ex- 
poiod tiiem to the fury of their eoemies. But fhit fpirit ordofni- 
nion, which more or l<;fs gave -a tin^uretoallrhis .c^rtverDrtidfi 
and behaviour throughout his whole life, was fuffcred freely to 
p4fs imder the foft and gentle appellation of'wir and' humour. 
•« I dined to day" (faith he) «* With Mr. ScCrttary'St. Jqhn : f 
<* went to the court 6f requefts at noon, and fcntMr. jHarlctfinro 
*< the houfc to call the Secretary, to let himknow I 'Woaf^odt 
«* dine with him if he dined late." [Let to'S,'"Fib. 13^ 17^0,*} 
Where do you find in theRoman, the Grecian, the'Pmic, xi(t 
AflTyrian, ■ the Egyptian, or the Ptmic ftory, -apy champion, or 
proteftor of a miniHry, alive and fpirited to futh an exalted dc* 
gree, as locdmmand the firfttninilter of (late to Cal^out^thefe- 
cretary from tiie ' important ' biifinfcfs ■ 6f his King and coun. 
try, upon fo boo tic fs an a!ffair? but' a fpirit of liberty, or, in 
other words, a juft and true notion t>f irfheteftt vrifdom and for- 
titude, will bear up the poifeffor, like the lianW of an angel, 
and encourage him to things which arc wi?d, ftrJmgc, and a- 
mazing to (laves, and flatterers, aed all the iuferidr cUiRbs ol* 
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trhkh 'faceeeded €ven beyond his expeflation. fZ). S» 
p. 332. Let, toS,'} It was publiflied Nov. 27. lyiif 
jnft ten days before the piarliaxtaent met; and^ before the 
28th o£ January above eleven thoufand were fold, (ev^n 
editions having been printed in England, and three in 
Irdand. [D. S. p. J35.3 The Tory members in both 
houfes who (poke, drc^v all their arguments from it ; and 
the refolutiohstvhich were printed in thie votes, and which 
would never have pdOed but for The condu^ of the allies, 
were little more than quotations from it *. [Z>. S, p. 
337. Let. to Sr\ From 

* The Whigs, cncouriged, fupported, and abetted, by the 
Dutch, the Emperor, and all the Princes in the grand alliance, 
Vcrc furious againft a peace. In lifiximcr 17 n they had been 
extremely aSiVe in mufteringup their forces, and collcfting their 
vholc Hrength againft the next meeting of the parliament; and 
•with fucb dexterity' their affairs 'were managed, that aftuaDy they 
had got the Queen heirfelf to be fccretly on their fide, as ap- 
peared to a detnonftration from her behaviour to the Duke of 
Shrewsbury, Dec. 7. 171J. For " "when the Queen was going 
" froin the houfe of Lords, where Ihe fat to hear the debate^ 
" Shrtftirsbttry, L'oril Chamberlain, asked her Majcfty, whether-- 
** Kc, or the Gr^ai Chdtoberlain Lindlay, ought to lead her 
*' out.? flie aufwercd Ihort, Neither of you ; and gave her hand 
•* to the Dul:c of ^omerfct, who was loader than any in tKc 
•* houfe agiunft the pe&tc.>» \Ltt,U S, Dec. 8. 1711.] And Dr. 
•' Swift having 'aSke'd Lor<l Oxford, whether fome particular 
*< Ldrd, woiild have Votfcd againll the court, if the Duke of 
**^ Soir^(et had not affurcd them it would plea fe the Queen? 
•* Lord Oxford 'plainly told him, his cobjeftures were twje, ari 
« that ray Lord Dilke of Somcrfet had fo afTured them." [Ib^ 
Bee. 1 1.'] And this' bihaviour of the Qa ecu was in faft the ori- 
ginal caufe of h^r making twelve peers at once, ** affcfi- Ihc had ' 
" at laft been feetfuaded to her oWn intereft and fccurfty^ Ye't, 
•• after all," adds^wift, ^* it is a ftrange unhappy ncceili ty of ma- 
«* king fo miny pfecr^ together; buft the Queen has drawn it upon 
'•*. berfclf by her trimifning and frioderation." [lb. Dec. 29. J The 
IJTiigs thus elated with ho^, and v'ith afull afTurance of fticccfj 
m ddeatiog = the miniftry, and qiiafhing the preliminaries of a 
ieace, ttocks fill; and all difBcuItics fcemed to vaniOi before them,. 
* We haV^e no quiet" (fiith the Doftor) •^^ith the "Whigs, 
'•"th^ are fo violent againtt a peace; but I wi-U cool them with 
'** a vengeance, very f6on." [Off. 26. 171 1.] " I have written 
** a paper" ffalth he) ** which the mi niftcrs reckon will do abun- 
'• dance of good, and open tt>e*ycs of the nation, who are half - 
•* bewitched againft a peace. Few of this generation- can re* 
** member any thing but War and taxes, and th^y think it is as ^- 
f i^ftoidd bcf whereas it is ibertain wc are the mo&viTvdotie -" 

f 3 . '* ^t,K^\& 
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From tljis time till the year 171 3, he continue t^ 
exert himfelf, with unwearied diligence, in the (ervice 
ofthc miniftry. [D. S. p. 156 ] And y^Wde he was at 
.VTindfor, juft at the concluflon of the peace of Utrecht^ 

he 
" people in Europe, as T ara afraid I IhaUmakc appe&r beyond 

** allcontradiftion." [Off. 30] After the publication of The 

covluRcf the allies y all London, both court and city, were alarmed. 
The Dutch envoy dcfigned to complain of it, and refufcd din- 
ing with Dr. D'Avcnantjbccaufc, among others, he wasfufpcftcd 
to be the author. The Whigs rcfolvcd to bring it into the houfc ■ 
©f Lords, to have it there examined ; and the Lord Chief Juftkc 
fcnt for Morphew the printer, threatened him, asked him -who 
was the authorof The conduB of the allies, and bound him over to 
appear the next term. The noife which it made was extraordi- 
nary. ** It is fit" (faith theDoftor) *' it fhouldanfwerthc palns- 
«* 1 have been about it. Sonie lay it to Prior, others to Mr. 
^* Secretary St. John : but I am al\V'ays the firft they lay every 
♦' thing to." [Dec. a.] However, within four days after it was 
publifhed, there was a report in London, that fcvcral of the 

"Whigs began to be content that a peace ihould be treated. 

The parliament however met Dec. 7. •* The Earl of Notting* . 
•*^ hatn began and fpokeagainft a peace, and defired, that in their. 
•' addrcfs. they might put in a claufe to advifc the Queen not 
•* to make a peace without Spain; which was debated and car- 
«* ried by the Whigs, by about fix voices, in a committee of the: 
•* whole houCc," [Dec. 7.] : and the next day " the claufe was- 
*' carried againft the court in the houfe of Lords, ahnoft two to 
<* one," [Dec. 8.] The Doftor,.who has written copioufly on- 
thefc proceedings, concludes hif letter in thcfe words: '*This it: 
** a long journal, and of a day t-bat may produce great alterati^ 
** ons,and hazard the ruin of Englarid. The Whigs are all in trir 
•' umph. They foretold how all this woukl b«, but we thoug^it _ 
** it boalHng. Nay, they faid the parliament fiiould be diffolvedi 
•* before Chriflmas, aji J perhaps it may. This isallyour.D— — -' 

«< S ^— t^s doings. I warned them [the minifters] of it nine 

«* months ago, and a hundred tiroes fincc. The Secretary always* 
«* dreaded ic 1 told Lord Treafiirer I Ihould have the advantage- 
•* of him, for he would lofc his head,and Ifliould only be hang- 
*• cd, and fo carry my body entire to the grave.** [Dec, 8.]— 
And fliortly after, talking of thcfe affairs, «* Here are*' (faith the 
Doftor) ** the ficft fteps towards the ruin of an exceUjent.mini-*> 
** ftry : for I look upon them ast certainly ruined. Some are o& 
'* opinion the whole mioiflry will gtvc up their places nexC- 
** week ; others imagine, when the fefljons-isovep. I dorefolve^ 
** if they give up, or are uirned out foon, to retire for fome 
*' months, an.d I. have pitched upon the place already. I.wouUlL 
*' be out cf th« way upon the firft of the ferment. For thc^ 
*' lay all things on me, even fomc! have never read." [D<p»- 
tS'] — -^>lcvej:thck(s^ vhilc things contUiucdin this ddubtfia&« 

iihiatiftff^^ 
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lie drew the firft Iketch o£ An hiftory of the four laflyears^ 
if j^ Anne. The work wouTd have been publifhed fboa 
iSuTf if bis friends in the miniftry had not difagreed 
about it ; and, afier the Queen's death,, he Ipent much 
time in improving and corre^ing it ; but it has not yet 
appeared. QZ). S, p, 340. vol. 8. p. 23.] 

During ail this time, he received no gratuity or re- 
ward till the year 1713 ; and then he accepted thedeaa* 
cry of St. Patrick's, Dublin. 

It may perhaps be thought ftrange, that his friends 
did not rather procure him a bifhoprick in England, and 
place him in the houfe of Lords, where his political elo- 
quence might have been employed wkh great advantage. 
But this was not in their power ; and they might be 
willing to- fecure to him fuch advantage as they could, 
knowing their own inilabtlity, and forefeeing their fall '^. 
Qvol. 8. p. 203 -i 

But, 

fituatioD, and many of the friends ofthc miniftry had given all 
for gone, fuch was the force of reafoning, and fuch were the 
merits of that pamphlet. The conduB of the allies^^* that the Tory 
*' Lords and Commoas in parliament argued all from it; and ail 
** agreed, that never any thing of that kind was of fo great 
•* confcquence, or made fo many converts J' IDec. i8.] And at 
laft fuch were the cffe&s that it produced almoft univcrfalJy in 
the minds of men, that ** the houfe of Commcns" (faith the Doc- 
tor) ** have this day made many fevere votesabout our being a- 
^ bufed by our dikes. Thofe who fpoke drew all their argu* 
** ments from my book, and their votes confirm all I writ. 
•• The court had a majority of lyo. All agree that it was my 
** book that fpirited them to thefe refolutions.** IFeh. 4.] And 
prcfently after he confirms what he had aflcrted beyond all poC* 
fibility of miftakc. *^ The rcfolutions" (faith he) " printed the 
** other day in the votes arc almoflquotations from ir,and would 
•• never have palled Jf that book had not been written.*' [Feb, 84] 
«-»«Such were the politicksv. and fuch was the importance of 

Dr. Swift, in thofe furious times. D, S. p. 332. 337; 

♦ I am much inclined tobclievej that the temper of Swift might 
occaiioo his Englifli friends to wiih him happily and properly 
promoted, at a diftance. His fpirit, for I would give it the fofteft 
■anie, was ever ur.traAable. The motions of his genius wew 
•ften irregular. He afTuraed more the air of a patron than of a 
friend. He affeOed rather to dictate than advife.. He was elated 
vith the appearance of enjoyingimiuiflcrial confidence. He en- 
jpyed the Inadow : the fubftance was detaiocd from him. He 
'vas employed, not trufted; and at the fame time that he. iuit- 
.fined bimfclf a fubtle diver, who cicxtroufly fliot down \ttlo v\\e 
- (toibimdefi xegioos of politics, iie was fufered only to (oui&^ 
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But, with whatever view, or*frofnwhattv^r*d9iife,^e 

d<?anery of St. Patrick's was giVeh him, hfe received -it 

^frithlefs plc^afure, than he would have done a fettl^otolit 

'^ith much lefs power and profit ih En^ahd. 

He irtmediitely crofred the chattttel to iakepoileffidn 

of his new dignity ; but did h6t Ihy in 'Ireland more 

'the fliaUows ntfareft the (hdre, and was fcarcc adroihte'd to iJc- - 
fcend below the froth at the top. Perhaj)s the deeper bottoms 
were too muddy for his itifpeflion. 0. let. 4. 

But what reward, whit r^compenee, or what dignities were 
conferred upon this heroic chanjplon of the miniftry,. this Hercu- 
lean defender of the confthutron, for all his* labours? "Wliy, to 
be fili-e, he "was inVited to "be of ,ihe cabiYictcofilhiil, 'he'hSd 
■fome part inthe-a'diTiinHtratton ofa'ffaffs cfjWim^ttW to Wis cafe, 
he was raifed in' the chtfrch even to the highcft. pinnacle of bo- 
fiour that he could poifiWy arrive at, without having others 
knocked on fbe head to make* room for his preferment? Quite 
the contrary : that very miniftry whofc battle? heliacffoiYi^htwtthr 
fo much vigour and fuccefs, never once exerted their intercft to 
.get him any fort ofpromotion either in church orftatc-Pcrha]^, 
dreading thofeamazing abilities which had been their chief fti'jj- 
port, they were not <kfirotis that he fliould be railed toan £ng- 
'»(h bifhoprick, which wcr»ldhavc in titled him tt) a feat in the^ 
houfe of Lor^s, where it is not impofliblethat his talents might 
'have /hbne forth in -a t))Me of politics, that would- have rendered 
bitti as TOUch the idol of the pwblic, as theVortder of all hiscon- 
temporaries: a'nd therefore, in the abundance ©f their fagachy, 
-they banifhed him into Ireliind, and gave him the deanery of St.' 
Patrick, D\ibl in, which, ashehimfelf expreffeth it, was the only 
IVnall* favour that he had^evcr received 'at their hands, iknow jC 
hath been faid, and thought by niany, thar the Earl of Oxfotd 
fOid Lord BoliDgbrokc 'were his parrons. But if I 'know the 
* tftcantng of the word pkrihty ^s I think I do, I canhot -but^fTert, 
«$ a trwth beyobd all (^ueftidn, that Dr.'S^ift *icver had-any ffe- 
'trons atall: or atleaft, if he hati, that his bbljgatioits to them , 
Were invifible. Nay, I have heard the Doftor affirm, that he 
me^r was obliged to any maninhi* whD]"e life; meaning -Ufi* 
doubtedly, that he fieVer had got aby prefermeiit in the church 
-By the intercft of his^ friends, 'which hfs jyArn particular merit had 
•llot paid foro^er and over. Ifc verthelefs, If the word patreht moft' 
'be ufcd upon thefe occafibiTs, ^s'f think it tnay, I will flake my ■ 
rtpumtlon'aigainft the judgment of any eritic in Etirope, or, in-: 
•«ther words, I will hold fifty ^meas to one, th^t Dr. Swift '^iru 
■ aoore a patrdn to die wt/iiy?r^,- than any of the fntnijfry were ^trofis 
to Dr. Swift : which is a point fo manifeft toali that afeacqtfaim* ^ 
efl with Ms political writings, that I* think it would be h«cdl«& i *" 
10 iofift up^ any pajti^uiarJ^oofc^f it. I>: 5. /v ';//<> 7« 
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thtn a fortnight, being ttfged by an •hundred letters to 
haftAi back/arid'faecSnale Lord Oxford ^sTitd Lord Boling* 
bit>ke, the confequence of t^hdfe tftifcradefftarrditiff were 
jtrfHy -dreaded tyrhefir friends'*. [^ol/8. p. 201.J 

When he returned, he found their qatfrel^-atnd coldnefs 
lncreafed;..aBd having' pfddifted^dr rolnfrom thi^ver^r 
caufe^ ife laboured to br^ng about a recdnciti^tion^ as-that 
lipon' which the' whole Intereft Of their party depended. 

With this view fee contrived to bring them to Lord 
Mafliam's at St.jamesV; and Lord arid Lady Mafhain 
being accjuainted tkrith liis pOrpofe, l^ft him alone with 
tliem. He thea e^poftolated With fheta both ;' but to 
little eSbJfl; t)etng able Olily to engage them to. go to 
Windfor the titjLt 'day ; ftill hoping, that if he could 
keep than logfetht'r, they W6uM come to' fofne agreement i 
Well knOWiffg, "that ■ Jn 'abftnte the tolnd: perpetually re- 
volves the recent offences of a friend, and heiglKens them 
by every pdflible aggravation ; but that, when the o^end- 
ed and o^ender Meet^ the dying fparks of efteem or kind- 
fiefs often brighten idto a fl^iftne, the remembrance of paft 
pleafdre tftfd cOhfided^ returns, and mntuaily inclmes 
them to iecdre, by an accoinlnodatibn^ that Which the; 
feel they eannOt lofe without regreh 

Swift fooaaft6£'lbU0'wed' them.; but was told' by 

* tri tftc beginning of 'the year f2i4» Swtft rctUfhed toEtiglan'd. 
He found his gteat friends, -Who lat in thcfftat of po>R^er, mUch 
liTuniitSd aifio ng^ themfelvts.. ^He ia^ cKe Queen <lecliniog in 
faer health, mxI nliftrefled ra-heF^fiteation; while ^£Vton> was ex- 
erdng itTcif, ^wdlgatheritig new ilreagth erery day. The part 
which he had to ad upon this occaHon, was not fo difficult, as it 
vas difagreeable. tie &xerta<l the mmoft of his skill to reunite 
the DYiniftefs, and to cement the apef tufts of the (late. I couM 
^efceikl into very-mtnute ^articfllais, were I to-rdatc Vhat"£ 
have heard him fay upon this occaHon. 'But we are at prcfeot. 
too noap that era, ^aind have-bad too many uiiexpe^ed confi^eo* 
CCS from it, either to judge impartially, or to write undauntediy» 
of thofe tempeftuous times. As foon as Swift found his pains fruit- 
kU, his arguments unavaiNng, and his endeavours, like the ftoife 
^Syflphus, rolling badL upon himfelf, he retired to a friend's houfe 
bBei4c(hire, where he remained till the Queen died. So fatal a ca* 
taKropbe put a final period to all his-views in England, and made 
him return, as faft as pofiiblc, to his deanery in Ireland, loaded 
mh ibolc agOD4ziog.paffioiis^;g'rief and difcontent. 0, Ut*^ /.. 
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Lord Bollngbroke^ that his fcheme bad come to nothrngr^ 
and he had the mortification to obferve, that they grew 
more cold to each other every day. In the mean timtt 
Lord Oxford's credit grew lefs and lefs^ and the Queen's 
health vifibly declined. 

Swift, however, contrived yet once more to meet them 
at lyord Mafham'Sy and was again left alone with them. 
This was the laft time they ever met, and he fpoke to 
them both with great freedom ; but at length, defpair- 
ing of his purpofe, he told them he would reture, for that 
all was gone. Bolingbroke whifpered him that he was 
right, but Oxford faid all would do well. 

Swift flill adhered to his opinion ; and therefore wei^V 
in a day or two to Oxford by the coach, and thence to 
the houle of a friend in Berkfhire, where he continued 
till the Queen's death, which happened in about ten 
weeks, [vol. 8. p. 201 — 2.] 

While he was at this place, his niind was (tiU bufy for 
his friends ; and he wrote a difcourfe, called Free thoughts 
Qn the prejent ftate of affair s^ which he thought might be 
ufeful at that juncture, ai\d (ent it up to London ; but^ 
fome difference of opinion happening between him and 
Lord Bolingbroke concerning it, the publication was de- 
layed till the Queen's death; and then he recalled. bin 
copy; which was afterwards dep^ed with the Iate>Al^ 
derman Barber^ and having been fince publi(hed^ will be 
found in vol. 4. p. 362. [vol. 8. p. 22. 23.] 

A few weeks after the death of the Queen, he went back 
to his (lation in Ireland ; all his connexions with the court 
being broken, and all his expectations difappointed. 

But it would be an injury to Swift not to (lop a moment 
here ; and, before we defcend with him into the vale of 
private life, look back, as from an eminence, upon the 
country we have pafled. 

Few of thofe who have been permitted to aflbciate with . 
perfons greatly fuperior in rank and fortune, who have ' 
climbed in the retinue of power, and been diftinguiflied 
by refleded greatnefs, have been able to fudain the native ; 
dignity of their own charadler^ without (looping as they^f^ 
afcended the hill, or being blinded by the light that xaaik f 
them confpicuous to otliers. -f 

Let it therefore be recorded^ to the honour of Dr. \ 

Swift> 
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wif^^ and to animate others by his example and rewar^!^ 
bat, during his connexion with thofe who were in the 
igbeft rank, and who in every rank would have been great^ 
e would never fuffer himfelf to be treated but as an equal ; 
nd repuKed every attempt to hold him in dependence^ or 
eep him at a diftance, with the utmoft refentment and 
adignation. 

It happened upon fbme occalioni that Harley (ent him 
I bank-bill of 50 1. by his private fecretary Mr. Lewis ; 
vbich Swift inftantly returned, with a letter of expoftu- 
ation and complaint. Harley invited him to dine, but 
le refufed. He wrote to Mr. Lewis to mediate between 
hero, defiring to be reconciled ; but Swift fent word, 
hat he expeifted farther fatisfa(5lion. Harley replied, 
f he would but come and fee him, he would make him 
ady: but Swift infifted, that he fhould apologize by 
ncilage; and declared, that, otherwifc, he would caft 
him off*. [Z>. S. p. 324. 5. tet.toSr\ 

It is poflible that this favour might have been rejected, 
M not worth his acceptance : but it is certain, that if it 
had been of greater value, it would not have atoned for 
toy indecorum in the offer, or have induced Swift to 

^ Swift was a man of fuch exalted fpirh and fire, that If a be* 

^tdefigned him were not accompanied with elegance and grace 

the manner of propofing it, he would fcorn the intended fa- 

tur, and rcfcnt it as an attiront. He quarrelled with his friend 

irley on a punftilioof thiskind/'Mr. Harley" (faith Dr. Swift) 

lefired me to dine with him again to-day.biit I refufedhim ; for 

fell out with him ycfterday, and will not fee him again till he 

lakes rac amends.'" [Let. to S. Feb, 6. 1710.] " I was this 

<omingcarly^ (fays he)** with Mr. Lewisof the Secretary's of- 

X, and faw a letter Mr. Harley had fent him, defiring to be rc- 

nciled ; but I was deaf toall intreatics, and have delircd Lewis 

go to him, and let him know I expeft further fatisfaftion. 

we let tbefe great minijiers pretend too much, there willbenogom 

9ing them. He promifes to make me eafy if 1 will but come 

fee him ; but I won't; and he Ihall do it by meflage, or 

Ui caft him off; in that he did fomething which he intended 

a favour, and I have taken it quite otherwife, difliking ' 

the thing and the manner : and it has heartily vexed me ; 

all I have faid is truth, though it looks like jeft : and I 

utcly refufed to fubmit to his intended favour, and exped 

er latisfaftion." [Feb. 7. 17 10.] But in a few days after, 

. *• 1 have taken Mr. Harley into iavour again," ^Feb, 
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fufier an oblig^ation from thofe whom he did npt efteen^-; 
for hc.refufcd the place of hiftoriographer whb difdaiiii 
becauf^ it was in the difpplai of a perfon wt^om he re^ 
garded with difgull and contempt *-. 

He. would not (uffer even negative incivilities froni thoie 
who, if by their ftaMQii tlvey.h^d npt been his fupcriors^ 
would have been his equals by learning and pacts. It hap-r 
pened, that having on a Snnday dined, with Mr. Su John, 
who was then Secretary of ftatei and remarki?d thaihs Qp.*) 
peared to be much out of temper.; he took, the firft op-» 
portunity to. fee him alone, asked hirp wha^ the d — r- ailed, 
him on Sunday ; tpld him h< oblerved.he w^s much out pf 
temper $ that he did not ^?cpe& he^ would tell him- thq 
cauie, but wouljd begUd to fee he^was in better ; and. warned 
him never to behave to.himrwithfilentr^ferve, for th«tibe 
would not bjc treated iikp aTchoplrboy ; and. that he hoi 
feU too^much: of that in bis life alceady. '^ I told him^^" 
fays he, "that I expe(fled, ?Hat every; great ^minifterwba 
«< hpnpi)redme:Withhisacqibiaii)40{)ce, if he. heard or>faw 
'^ any thing to m^ difadvantag^^ would let me know it 
<^ in plain words, a»d not pui; it^. in pain to ^uefa by the 
< change or coldnefii ojf his copRtenance or.behavioi}c; 
'< for it was what I would, hardly ^bear fr.pn). a crp.wixed 
•< head, and I thought no fi)bjea> .fi^youfi.was wprthiit^ 
*< I told him, that I defigped tp:let my Lprd Keeper and 
<' Mr. Harley know. the fame thing, that they may^iife 
<< me accordingly." 

The Secretary received the jcprpof likp a friend,' as it 
was given, and apol.ogi^ed,. for his bcb^yippr, by fay^ngi 
thatbufinefs had kep^.,him up feveral: whole night^^ .apd 
drinking one moce; and to. make up matters, hepfei^ 
the dodlor to ftay to dinner ; which, however, he de.^ 
dined/ as well becaufe he would not encourage. a fecpnd 
offence by too eafily pafliiig oy?r the firft^ as beciaqfe. he 
v(aai. engaged with' anpfb^r friend f>. ^D: S* p, ^26, 7^ 
l^UtoS. April ^, iliij 

If 

*• If Swift r^fufed this place, he could not, as Lord Orrery fup- 
pofes, be miftaken in believing it intended for. him,; and tiiaj^ 
his dkl rcfufe it, we have his own cxprcfs declaration in his le^ 
ter.toPopc, dated Jan. 10. 1721. [vol. si p. 23.J Hawkef.. - 

f 'At the hours that Swift was not engaged in political aJTairii 
he laughed, he played, he anaured himfelf, with every whim aii^^li 

vagaiy 
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If in this rq)refentauon of his behaviour, as it is in 
many panic alar s taken from his letters to Stella^ he fhould 
be fu(pei5ted of having fomewhat exaggerated to gratify 
his vanity, he may be abundantly juQiBed by a letter flill 
extant, which he wrote to Lord Oxford, after the con- 
nexion between them was broken, *' When I was with 
" you," fays he, " I have faid more than once, that I 
•* would never allow quality or ftation made any dific- 
•* rence between men. — I loved you juft fb much the 
" worie for your ftation.— In your public capacity you 
*' have often angered me to the heart, but as a private 
:. *' man never once. — I was too proud to be vain of the 
•■ *• honour you did me.— I was never afraid of offending; 
" you, nor am now in any pain for the manner I write 
" to you in." [vol. 8. p. 199. 200, i.] 

Neither wat this conduA the effect of pride and felf- 

fafficiency, but of true dignity of mind ; for he exaded" 

nothing which, in his turn, he did not jay, ncr asked 

I more for himfelf than for others whole pretenCons or 

i circumftances were the fame. 

- 1 vagary that floated on the furfacc of his imagination. " Scene- 
■ I '*tary St. John*' (laith he) •* would needs have mc dine 
^ I ** with him to day; and there I found three pcrfons I never 

- i Taw, two I had no acquaintance with, and one I did not care 

* for: fo I left them early, and came home; it being no day to 

""" I **walk, but fcurvy rain and wind. The Secretary tellimc he" 

--I "htf put a cheat upon me; for Lord Peterborow fcnt him 

1 *'lwelTC dozen flasks of Burgundy, on condition that I (hould 

t ;. J •have my (hare 5 bat he never was quiet till ihcy were all /rone: 

L , I "ib I reckon lie owes me 36I." [Let. to S. Feb. 18. 1710.] 

yj.l lot, in a few days aftcr/Swift, in a pleafantmanncr, took ample 

'I'l laiikidion of the Secretary. For " I dined to day" (faith he) • 

■ -' "with Mr. Secretary St. John, on condition I might chui'emy 

.:-j ''company; which were, Lord Rivers, Lord Carteret, Sir 

jrrJ * Thomas Manfcll, and Mr. Lewis. I invited Malbam, Hill, Sir 

V -\ "John Stanley, and George Granville; but they were engaged : 

~ V; "^nd I did it in revenge oifhis having fuch bad company when 

^» i"Idincd with him before. So we laughed," &c. [Feb, 25-. 

1 1710] This puts mc in mind of an accident which happened at 

I Vindfor. " The court here" (faith the Doftor) ** have got by 

-- ' -I •'the end a good thing I faid to the Secretary fome weeks ago. 

-'^ . **He Ihewed me his bill of fare, to tempt me to dine with him. 

- 4 'Poh, raid J, I value not your bill of fare ; give me your bill of 

I " company. Lord Treafurcr was mightily plcafed, and told it c- 

'.■'»er7 body as a notable thing." [&•//• 2. 171 1.] D, S. 

\.:A V01.L g \\'\AVl 
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When he was "defired by Lord Oxford to introduce 
3Dr. Parncl to his Acquaintance, he refufed, upon this 
principle, that a man of genius was a cbarafter fuperior 
to that of a Lord in a high ftation. He therefore obli- 
,gcd his Lordfiiip to walk with his treafurer's ilaff from 
.room to room through his own levee, inquiring which 
^as Dr. Parnd, in order to introduce hinifelf, and beg 
cthe honour of his. acquaintance. 

It was known by an accident, after his memory fail- 
ed, that he allowed an annuity of fifty guineas to Mrs. 
JDingiey ; but inflead of doing this with the parade of 
jB benefaftor, or gratifying his pride, by making her fed 
her dependence, he always pretended, that he afted on- 
ly as. her agent, and that the money he paid her, was 
the produce of a certain fum which Ihe had in the funds : 
and the better to fave appearances^ he always took her 
receipt ; and fometimes would pretend, with great feem- 
ing vexation, that (he drew upon him before he bad re- 
ceived, her-money from London. [Z). S. f, 346.] 

As to' his political principles, if his own account of 
them is to be believed, he abhorred Whiggifin only in 
thofe who made it confift in damning the. church, rcvi- 
/ling the clergy, abetting the diflfentcrs, and fpeaking con- 
temptibly of <revealed religion. Ke always declared himfelf 
againft a Popifli fuccefTor to the crown, whatever title he 
might have by proximity of blood ; nor did he regard the 
■right line, upon any other account, than as it was efta- 
bliihed by law« and, had much weight in the opinions of 
cthe people. He was of opinion, that when the grievances 
fufFered under a pr^fent government became greater thaa 
thofe which might probably be expcdtcd from changing k 
4>y violence, a revolution was juftifiable; and this he bc- 
iicved to have been the cafe in .that which was broog^t a- 
tout by the Prince of Orange. He had a mortal antipathy 
,again(t (landing armiesin times of peaces and was of opi- 
nion, that our liberty could never be placed upon a firm 
ifoundation, till the ancient law ihould be revived, by 
rvi^hich our parliaments were made annual. He abominated 
.the political (cheme of letting up a moneyed intereft in op ' 
.poCtion to the landed ; and was an enemy to temporary ^ 
lufpenfions of the Habeas corpus aft. If fbme afperitiei - 
^tlut csu^not.bejuRified have efcaped his pen, in papers : 

wfaicfc^ 
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iRrliicb were haftlly written in the firft ardour of his zeal,- 
and often after great provocation from thofe who wrote a-' 
gainft him> furely they may, without the exertion of ange- 
Be benevolence; be forgiven. [yo\. 8. p. 29. 30. 31.] 

That he waS' not ar any time a bigot to party, and 
that he did not indifcriminately transfer bis refentments 
from principles to perfons> was ib evident by bis condu(5f,- 
that It was a ufual fubjedl of raillery towards him among, 
the miniders; that he never camfe to them without Sr 
AVhig In his fleeve. And though he does not appear to*^ 
have asked any thing for himfeM", yet he often prefTed 
Lord Oxford in' favour of Mr. Addifon, Mr. Congrcve,- 
Mr. Rowe, and Mp. Steele ; with whom, except Mr. 
Steele, he frequently converfed during all Lord Oxford's 
miniftry ; chufing His friends by their perfonal me«' 
rir, without examining how far their notions agreed^ 
with the politics then in vogue; and, in particular, his 
friendOiip with Mr. Addifon continued inviolable, and- 
with as much kindnefs> as when they ufed to meet at 
Lord Halifax's or Lord Sommers*s, who were leaders o^ 
tfaeoppofite party, pyol. 8. p. 26. 27.3 

Among other peribns with whom he was intimately 
acquainted during this gay part of his life, was Mrs; 
Vanhomrigh. She was a lady of good family, the 
daughter of Mr. Stone the commiffioner, and niece to* 
the accoraptant-general of Ireland. She was alfo a lady 
of politenefs and good breeding. [D, S, p. 258.3 

She was the widow of Mr. Bartholomew Vanhomrigh> 
trft a merchant of Amderdam, and afterwards of Dublin^ 
1^0 was appointed commiflary of the (lores by King Wil- 
liam, upon his expedition into Ireland; a place which, 
daring the war, was computed to be worth 6000 1. p^r 
ammm. Aha the affairs of Ireland were fettled, he was ap« 
pointed mufter-mafler-general, and a commidioner of the 
revenne, and laid out about 1 2,000 1. in the purchafe of 
forfeited eftates : but though he received the produce of 
tiiis eftate, and enjoyed his appointments thirteen years ; 
vet when he died, in 1703, his expences had been fo near- 
ly eqaal to his revenue, that his whole fortune, the value 
of his eflate included, amounted only to 1 6,000 1. This 
fum he directed, by his will, to be divided equally be- 
brecQ his wife and four children^ of which two were fons 
g 2 %xA 
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court, heing well known. [7. R.p, 87.] Thbmd 
was true when he went to take poflefEon : but when 
returned to bis deanery, the power of the Tories, 
the Dean's credit at court were ar an end ^ circumftai 
which might well caufe the rabbfe at Jeafl: to forget his 
vices to the church. It is certain^ that great olam 
was then raifed by the new men againftthe late mini( 
with whom Swift had been doiely conneded : they v 
charged with a defign to bring in the pretender ; and 
fame defign w^s confequently imputed to Swift, whoi 
was therefore confidered by fome as a qualification 
preferment to revile and oppofe : which party the r 
took, whofe fault it has nevev been to coincide implic 
with a court, pofterity muft judge for themfelves. 
it (eems probable, that thefe accounts, however con 
di^ory, may both be true ; and that Swift at this t 
might be the Sacheverel of Ireland, followed by the r 
of one fadion with execrations, and by the other \ 
fhouts of applauie*. 

It is however agreed^ that the Arcbbi(hop of Dub 
and fome of his old firiends in the chapter, fet themfel 
againft his meafures with dt their force^ andlabourec 
difappoint him in the eicercife of his powei^ by every 
«f oppofition and delay. But whatever prejudice they 
conceived againft Him was (bou' removed,, by the difii 
reded integrity of his condndl, which was fo apparent 
ilriking,, that they foon regarded him with refped i 
veneration, and aUnofi implicitly ac^uiefced in whatc 
ke propofed- 

* Wc are now no. longer to-bchold Dr. Swift of any imp 
ance io EngUnd : his hopes there arc cruihcd for ever ;„ his rr 
^erlalfriendsare degraded, baniibed^ or imprifoned. Indei 
T^gc, fanguinary zeal, and ill-tempered loyalty, revelled at 1; 
tiiroughout the three king^^ms, efpccialJy in Ireland, where 
els were fought almoft every week,, and where the pcft wa: 
univcrfal, that the ladies were as violent as the gentlemen. E 
children at fchool quarrelled for king?, inftcad of fighting 
apples. — As Swift was.known to have been attached to 
Queen's laft miniftry,to have wrfttcn againfl the Whigs, and ' 
** have oiled many a fpring which Harley movcd,''hc met "v 
frequent indignities from the populace,, and indeed was equ 
:^bufcd by perfons of all ranks and.dcnomihations. Such a tr 
laent foured his temper, confined his acquaintance, and ad 
|)iltaacfs to his %lc* d UL 6. Sec vol. 6. ^. //. in the note 

T 
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This removal firnm England to Ireland was the great 
event which determined the colour of his life^ bounded 
his views, and (hewed him at once what he might pof* 
kS»f and for what he might hope. 

There is a time when every man* is (Iruck. with a fenfe 
of his mortality, and feels the force of a truth to which. 
be has ccmiented merely from cuftom, without conflder* 
iog its certainty or importance. This time fel^om hap- 
pens in the chearful (Implictty of infancy, or in- the firft 
impatience of youth, when " the world is aii before us," 
when every objed has the force of novelty, and every 
dcfire of pleafure receives auxiliary ftrength from curiofi- 
ty : hot after the firil: heat of the race, when we flop 
to recover from our fatigue, we naturally confider the 
ground before as, and then perceive that at- the end of 
tbecourfe are clonds and darknefs; that the grave will? 
(bon iDtercept onr purfuit of temporal felicity ; and tbat^ . 
if we cannot ftretch to the goal that is beyond it, we run 
in vain^ and fpend our ftrength for nought*. Great di& 
appointments which change our general plan, and make^ 
it neceilary to enter the world as it were a fccond time^ 
iddom fail to alarm us with the brevity of life, and re*' 
pre& our alacrity, by precluding our hopes; 

The Dean, whether 1^ the vigour and a^ivity of hiy 
ioiagination, the multitude of his ideas, or the ardour of 
Us purfoits,, cfcaped the force of this thought, till hi» 
retreat to Ireland on the death of the Queen r and thetv 
adeed it came upon him with fuch influence, that, after 
fifteen years, it conftantly recurred when he firft awaked 
in the nEK>min§, and was not difmifTed till he again be* 
gfui to deep. [vol. 8. p. too.j] 

As (boB as he was fettled at Dublin, Mrs. Johnfbn re* 
moved fronr the country to be near him ; but they dill 
lived in feparate houfes t his refiJence was at the deane* 
ly, and hers in lodgings on the other fide of the river 
Uffy. 

The Dean kept two publick days every week ; and 
tfiough the circle of his vifitors is faid at firft to have 
been finall', yet it fbon increafed, and always confided 
rf the heft company. [D, iS. />. 91 . 180,] Thofe who 
were more particularly the companions of his choice^ 
woe fiich as would have done honour to any charaaec. 
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They were the Grattdns, fcTcn b#othersy the fans of 
Gratton, a venerable ami hofpttabie clergyman, whag 
rhem all t lib^ra^ education. The eldeft was a jMc 
peace, and lived reputably on his pati^mo^y idnSic co 
•#y > another was s phyhcitm, and another a raercfA 
both emment in their profeffioo* ; three others were c 
gymen, who had a cotiipcteHt proviiiob^ m' the chvf • 
tknd the yoUngsft was fellow of I>ubHh eoHege, and ma 
^f the gr«ab free khool at Eiinifkillibf; They were 
peribns of great merit, as fenefaily ac-qoalntcKily. anc 
muck beloved as^ any In the fcin^omv The Jack-fons 
family of whi^h both men and women were geiHeeJj 
greeable and weH-bred, falsh oon^panibns as* no wi(^ r 
ever WaMed,if (heycooid'behad>^ George RocWbrd,. 
Peter Ludlow^ incw of fortune^ learning, wi^,> bhmc 
fMd virtue y and>Mr. Matttietv Lord, detmed th^ beft 
fchol^ of his time : Thefe, wit4i th^ follows of t^e < 
kge,.Dr. Walmcflfey, Di«;» Wcl(harti,»l]>F; DeKloy,.E>r. St 
fflid, no-W Btfi^op of Gioyne, and Dr. Sh^ruian y L 
KoltaOe,, Mrs. Moore, Lady Betty Rochford^ and IV 
Iirudlow,. with Mr*. Johnfoti,. and her friends, vren 
perfons with Wboni Swift fpent his leifure-hourii, from 
year 1 714 to'thcyeari720, [J. ^.^. ^o.&c^i apc! 
id' Which =ic has beeninjurioojQy faid,. that his dioic^ 
aompanions (hewed hitii of a dqlraved tadcf *, There 
kideed among; his companions one peribnwhe-coald 
Mve dohononrfrom his:lineftge> afoandling, whom S' 
therefore ufed to caU^71fff/fi^//n/^y^V bccaofe Mekfaifedd 
fittd to have had neitherfather nor miother. Thiar gen 
Bien's name waiB Worral ; he was- a clergyman, a ma 
of arts, a reader, and a vicar of his cathedral, and- 1 
fier oi the fong. He was nearly of the Dean's c 
ftanding in the college,^ had good fenle, abd much 
BK>ur, He was married to a woman of gtfeat fprigl; 
aefs,. good-nature, and generofity ; remakahly clea 
and elegant in her perfon, in her hoofe, and at her tal 

* It is matto^ of aftoniftment to find thefamcpcrfon, '^ 
had enjoyed the higheft and the beft converfatton, equally 
lighted with the lowcft and the worft : and yet it is certain, 
ftoHi Swift's fettlcmerJt in Dublin as Dean of St. Patrick's, 
choice of companions in general ilwwcd h^ of a very dcpra 
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But there is another particular in Mr. Worral's charac* 

ter which greatly contributed to bis intimacy with the 

Bean : he was a good walker. The Dean ufed this ex* 

ercife in an immoderate degree, under the notion of its 

being abfolutely nccellary, not to health only, but to 

deanlinefsy by keeping the pores of the skin clear^ and 

throwing ofF impurities by perfpiration. Mr. WorraPs 

fituation in the church naturally engaged his frequent at* 

tendance upon the Dean. This attendance commonly 

ended in a walk ; and the walk in their dining together^ 

either at Mr. Worral's^ or at the deanery. The Dean, 

. being a fingle man, was oftener a gued to Mr. Worral^ 

• than Mr. V^orral was a gueft to him. And this brought on 

. an agreement, that the Dean (hould dine with him when* 

\ ever he would at a certain rate^ and invite as many friendu 

u be pleafed upon the fame terms. This gentleman is 

htely dead, and left a large fnm of money to be difpofed of 

to pablick charities, at the difcretion of his executors ; 

1500 1. of which was appropriated to the Dean's hofpitaL 
[D. S. p. 299. J. /?. /. 92. voi 8. /. 340,1.] 

The Dean, when he fird fettled at Dublin, was ia 
debt ; a fituation which ill foUed bis fpicit, and deter- 
nined him to a fevere ceconomy, with which this agree- 
bent with Worral well fuitcd. [/. R, p. 93.3 On his 
^ poblic days, however, the dignity of his ftation was 
^ I lolhincd with he utmoft elegance and decorum, under 
j, I Ibe dir«Aion of Mrs Johnfon, who yet appeared in the 

IdrdCf without any charaAer diftinft from the reft of the 
company. She was however frequently invited with the 
Dean^ whether to entertainments, or parties of plea* 
liires, though not fo generally as if (he had been his 
wife. She ytfited, and received viGts, as far as the prac- 
tice is a mere ritual of good breeding. Her Friendftiips 
Csem to have been ftill among the men, but (he wag 
tEcated with great politenefs by the ladies. [D. S, p, 92.3 
The Dean's mind had been now fo EUed with politics^ 
that he found it impradticable to excel as a preacher, 
his firflr and moft laudable ambition ; and frequently de- 
clared, that though he fbmetimes attempted to exert 
hin(elf inthe pulpit, yet he could never rife higher than 
reaching pamphlets. [/. R, p. 42.] He was however 
" a good dean and a good pried : He applied himfelf 
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to the care of his deanery^ his cathedral, its regula- 
tions^ its income, and oeconomy, with great diJigence j 
he renewed the primitive pradlice of celebrating the ho- 
Jy communion every Sunday ; and at this facrament He 
was not only conftantiy prefent, but he confecrated an<! 
adminiftered it with his own hands> in a manner equail] 
graceful and devout r he attended at church everj 
morning, and generally preached in his turn : he alk 
conflantly attended the performance of the anthem or 
a Sunday night, though he did not underdand mufic 
to fee that the choir did not negle^ their duty. [^Dl S 
/•370, I.] 

As K> his employment at home, he feems to have ha( 
no heart to apply himfeif to Rudy of any kind, but t< 
have reflgned himfelf wholly to Uich amufements as of 
fered, that he might not think of his fituation, the mil 
fortune of his friends, and the difappointment of hi 
hope. Such at Icaft is the account that he gives to Mi 
Gay, in his letter dated January 8, 1722-3. *' I wa 
** three years," fays he, '* reconciling myfelf to th 
^ fcene and buGneis to which fortune hath condemne 
** me ; and (lupidity was what I had recourfe to ^. 
[vol 8. p. 33.3 

It has been fuggelied, that the acquaintance he (e 
into with men of learning, made it neceifary for hit 
about this time to review his Greek and Latin, and ot 
tain fome acquaintance with church hiftory, [_y, ii 
/. 101.3 But furely he who had itudied eight hours i 
day for feven years, or, according to Mr. Deane Swif 

* From the 1714, till he appeared in 1720, a champion fi 
Ireland againft wood's halfpence, his fpirit of politics and < 
patriotifm was kept almoft clofely confined within his ow 
•reaft. Jdlenefs and trifles ingrofled too many of his hour: 
fools and fycophants too much of his converfation. Howeve 
it may be obferved, that the treatment which he received aft 
the death of Q. Anne, was almoft a fufficient reafon to juftifj 
contempt, if not an abhorrence, of the human race. He hi 
bravely withftood all hoftile indignities, during the lifetime 
that Princefs ; but when the whole army of his friends were 11 
only routed, but taken prifoners, he dropt his fword, and r 
tired into his fortification at Dublin, from whence he feldo 
ftirred beyond the limits of his own garden, unlefs lo great i 
4ulgence to fome particular favourites. C. Ut. 6. 

LP. . 
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[i). S. p. 2^1. 272. 276.] ten hours a-day for nine 
years ; he who had read and extra Aed the fathers more 
than fixteen years before, had little occafion to review 
his Latin and Greek, or acquaint himfelf with church 
hiftory, leO: be fhould not (uflain his chara(5ter among 
learned men ; for except it be pretended that others 
were able to acquire more knowledge m lefs time and 
with lefs labour^ it mud be allowed that Swift was like- 
ly to be always the mofl knowing of his company. 
Lord Orrery fays, that he was little acquainted with 
the mathematics, and never confidered the fcience, ex- 
cept as an objeft of ridicule * : but the Author of the 
Obfervatlons affirms, on the contrary, that he had ac- 
quired confiderable mathematical knowledge ; and that 
he had (een him more than once undertake to folve an 
algebraic problem by arithmetic. [/. R. p, 10 1.3 

The firft remarkable event of his life that occurred 
after his fettlement at the deanery was his marriage to 
Mrs. Johnfon, ^ter a mofl; intimate friendfhip of more 
than fixteen years. This was in the year 17 16; and 
the ceremony was performed by Dr. Afhe, then Bifhop 
of Clogher, to whom the Dean had been a pupil in Tri- 
nity college, Dublin f, [vol. 8. p. 14.] But what- 
ever were the motives of this marriage, the Dean and 
dK lady continued to live afterwards juft in the fame 
flunner as they had lived before %• Mrs. Dingley was 

Aili 

* Sec the notes above, p. xxxviti. 

It Though it is admitted, that Dr. Swift was married to Mrs. 
Johnfon in 1716, yd it may be aflertcd with great truth, that 
lieacYer had any ferioas thoughts of marriage after he was one 
•d twenty. Some time indeed before, while he was a ftripling 
i^ iithc univcrfity of Dublin, he had a paflion for Mifs Warren, 
n| Ihe Sifter of his chamber-fellow. But whatever attachmsnts he 
-:] hdtD tiiat lady, upon his going to live in England, where he 
^ ifptied himfelf clofe to politics and learning, at Sir William 
k Tonple's, his paflions quickly fubfided, and he forgot his a. 
I inar. Neither do I believe, further than common forms, that 
|fe ever paid his court, throughout his whole life, to any 
I toman bcOdes, in the chara6ler of a profeflcd lover. D. S, 

\ ^ f3i 94- Sec Swift's letter to Mr. Kendall, vol. 8. p. 288. 

\ I Mrs. Tohnfoo, with regard to her manners, her virtues, her 
1^, and her perfon, was not undeferving to have been mar- 
jlUto the greateil Prince in Europe : but her defcent was from 
; ilbvant of Sir WilKam Tempfe ; and therefore fhe was by no 
'. linai worthy to Jutvebcca the acJuowIcdged vr'ifc oi Di.SVv£t. 
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(till the inseparable companion of Stella where-ever flie 
went ; and (he never refidcd at the deanery, except 
when the Dean was feized with violent fits of giddinefi, 
which fometimes laded near a month *. 

Till this time he had continued his viCts to Vaneffa ; 
who, though (he had fufFered very great pecuniary lodes, 
had yet preferved her reputation and her friends ; for (he 
was vifited by many per(bns of rank, charafter and for- 
tune of both fexes ; particularly Mrs. Conolly, a lady 
of very high reputation ; Dr. Berkeley, the late moft ex- 
cellent Biihop of Cloync ; the late Judge Lindfay f, and 
the Lord Chief Juftice Marby. [D. S. p. 262.] The 

If Dr. Swift had acknowledged his marriage even with this im- 
proved, this adorable creature, he would, in fpite of his genius, 
and all the reputation he had acquired in the days of K. William 
and Q; Anne, have immediately funk in the efteem of the world. 
For among the reftof his eoemies, (and thefe were not few) there 
were fomc that were not unacquainted with the ftory of Mrs. 
Tohnfon's birth and education, who, on account of fome particu- 
lar difobligations they had received from thcDoftor, would have 
been glad of an opportunity of expofmg him to contempt and 
ridicule for the meannefs of his fpirit ; and as in that cafe they 
would have had it full in their power, as well as f^rong in their 
inclination, they would have publifhed and confirmed the ob- 
fcurity of Mrs. Johnfon's Wrth and education among all their 
acquaintance. They would have declared, among othef parti- 
culars, that Mrs. Johnfon, when ihc was about ten or eleven 
years old, was appointed to wait upon the Doftor's fifVcr in the 
charafler of her little fervant, during the fummcr that (he fpent 
at Moorparkin itfpx. Neither can we fuppofe, that even the 
Doftor's fiftcr, with whom he had quarrclltd tofuch a degree as 
never to fee her face, on account of a match he thought greatly 
beneath her acceptance, [above, p. xlix.] would have ftifled her in- 
dignation, or with any patience have forbom to retaliate the fe. 
verities of her brother upon his own back, when he hinr.felf had 
married and acknowledged a wife fo very meanly extrafled, and 
particularly that individual perfon whom Ihe defpifed and hated 
beyond all the inhabitants on earth. In one word, if Dr. Swif^ 
whofc ambition was not to be gratified without fome uncom- 
mon degree of admiration, had acknowledged Mrs. Johnfon for ' 
a wife, he would on all fides have been fo perfecuted with con- 
tempt and derifion, (as half mankind were in 17 16 his prcTeHeJ. 
enemies) that, unable to fupport himfelf under the burden d 
liisa£[li6iion, he would have loft his fpirits, broken his heart, and '. 
died in a twelvemonth. And accordingly wc find he had more 
wifdom than^to acknowledge this beautiful, this accompliihcd 
woman, for his wife. D, S. p, 80, 83, 84, 8j:» 

* See vol. 8. p. 291^292. 

f 5cc vol. 7. p. «;. \oL 8, ]j. ^42, 1 
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1 appears ftill to have preierved the chara<5lcr of her 
cptor, to have diredled her progrefs in iiterature^ 
explained and illuftrated the authors (he bad read* 
fbon after his marriage he vifited her on another ac- 
it ; he went as an advocate for Mr. Dean Wintcf ^ 
m he took with him^ a gentleman who was a pro« 
d admirer of Vanefla, and had made her fome over- 
B of marriage; but though he had an eftate of near 
1. a-year, beiides 300 1. a- year preferment in the 
•ch ; yet VanefTa rejected the propofal in fuch terms^ 
lat it was never repeated. She was alio addreded 
)r. Prlce^ who was afterwards Archbifhop of Cafholl^ 
without foccefs. [2>. S» p. 263. 265.] From thif 
: the Dean's vifits were much lefs frequent. In the 
' 17179 her fider died ; and the whole remains of the 
ily-fortune being then centered in Vaneda, (he retired 
elbridge, a fmall houfe and edate, about twelve milet 
ince from Dublin^ which had been purchaiied by her 
er. 

rom this place (he wrote frequently to the Dean, 
he anfwered her letters. In thefe letters (he (tili 
Fed him to marry her ; and in his anfwers he ftill ral* 
f and ftill avoided a podtive denial. At lengthy 
7ever^ (he infifted with great ardour, and ^eat tear 
aefs, upon hi» pofitive and immediate accepiiance. or 
ifaJ of her as a wife. The Deaa wrote- an anfwcr^ 
delivered it with bis own hand. 
Ls this letter of Vanefla's, which was written in 172 3^ 
demonftration that (he was then utterly ignorant of 
Dean's marriage with Stella , and as (he appears to 
e known if almoft immediately afterwards, it is pro« 
le that the Dean's anfwer communicated the fatal fe* 
tp which at once precluded ail her hopes, and account* 
for his former conduA : it is probable too, that the 
rntment which he felt, at having it thus extorted from 
1, was the caa(e of the manner in which be delivered 
letter ; for having thrown it down upon her table, 
hafted back to his horfe, and returned immediately to 
blin. [D. S. p. 264, 0. let. 9.] 
This letter the unhappy lady did not furvive many 
pks. However, (he was fufficiently compofed to can- 
a will that (he had made in the Deaa-s favour^ and 
Vol. I. b to 
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•to make another^ in which (he left her fortune^ wlilc 
long retirement and frugality had in a great meafure n 
ftoredy to her^two executors, Dr. Berkeley, the Bilhc 
of Cloyne, and Mr. Marfhall, one of the King's ferjean 
At law, gentlemen whofe characters are excellent in tt 
higheft degree * . 

Such was fhe fate^of Vanefla. And, (urdy, thofe whoi 
cplty could not refirain /rom being diligent to load h 
inemory with reproach, to condrne appearances in tli 
word fenfe, <o aggravate folly into vice, and diftre: 
4nto infamy, have not much exalted their own charai 
iter, or ftrengthened their claim to the candour of < 
thers. If Vanefla, by her fondnefs for the gaieties c 
life^ encouraged by the -exampile, and perhaps influence 
hy the authority of a mother, leflened her fortune at a 
age when few have been difcreet ; it cannot be deniec 
chat vfiie retrieved it l>y prudence and <scononiy, at a 
age when many iiave continued diflToIute ; and was Art 

fal, after the habit of expence had made frugality di: 
cult. If flie could not (ubdue a paflion which has t} 
rannized over the flrongeft and poreft minds, flie doc 
not appear to have known that it was criminal, ot t 
have defired that it might be unlawfully gratified. Sh 
prefled arperibn ^om flie believed Angle, to marry her 
'but it does not therefwe follow, that flie was bis con 
^ubine ; much lefs that flie defired to be reputed fo, am 
fwas then folicitous to incur the infannr which has beei 
iince thrown upon her. It cannot furely be believed 
that the fliamelefs and reputed concubine, even of Swift 
would have been vifited by ladies of credit and fafliion 
or foHcked in marriage by two clergymen of emineno 
and fortune, to whom hcrilory and charadter mufl hav( 
been well known. Befides, Dr. Berkeley, after bavini 
carefully pemfed all the letters that pafled betweei 
them, which Vanefla direAed to be publiflied, with th< 
poem, found, that they contained nothing that couk 
bring the leaft difgrace upon the Dean. Hers, indeed 
were full of paflionate declarations of her love ; bii 
.contained only compliments, excufes, apologies, ad 
Shxoks for trifling prefents. There was not in eithd 

^ JSce vol ^. p. X2, x|« 
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the Icaft trai:e of a criminal commerce ; which, if there 
had been any (bch, it would^ in fo long an intercourfe,^ 
have been extremely difficult to avoid : and- if (be de- 
fired to be reputed -his concubine *,• it cannot be fuppoi^ 
ed that (he concealed^ any letter which would have prov- 
ed that (he was fo,^ ef)»ecially as it would have grtitificd' 
ber refentraent againft him, for refu(bg,to make her his 
wife. L7. R. p. 12:1. 122, 123.]. 

If it appears, therefore* that there was no criminal' 

commerce between them, and that (he did not defire the 

I world (hould believe there had tiecn any ;.it follows, from* 

ber dircdling the publication of the poem, of which per- 

! baps (he poflefled the only copy,tkat,. in her fenfe of 

, the verges, none of them implied a fa^ which would dif- 

I bonour ber memory*^ And thi& appears alfo to have been 

the opinion of her executors, who, thoujgh they fup-- 

prefled the letters, becaufe they contained nothing that 

/ could do her honour, yet publiihed the poem ; by whictt 

it moft therefore be (uppofed, they did not think (he 

would be difgracedi [/►/?• ^. 123.]' 

It has indeed beea faid,. that Vane(Ia,.(rom the time 
flie was deferted, ^^ devoted herfelf,^ like Ariadne, to- 
** Bacchus," [y. R. p, 129.] and perhaps it is truc^ 
that, in the anguifli of dlfappointed dcfkcy: (he had re- 
souHe to that dreadful opiate, which never fails to com- 
plicate difeafe with trouble, to leave the fufferer more 
wretched when its operation is at an end ; to divide life 
into frenzy anddefpair^.and at- once to haflen the ap-' 
firoacfa, and increafe the terrors of death. But it can- 
not be thought, that when (he made her will, (he was 
cither intoxicated or delirious, becaufe the perfect exer-* 
dfe of resSon is efTential to the validity of the a^. No 
particnlar of her didrefs^ therefore, can weakel^ the ar- 
guments drawn from the dire^ion in her will to publi(h 
the poem and the letters, of which the gratification of 
her vanity was (b evidently the motive, that it is difH- 
cnlt to conceive how it could be overlooked. 

From 1 716 to 1720, is a chafm in the Dean's life, 
«luch it has been found difficult to fill up. That he 
had no need to repeat his collcge-exerciles, has been 

• Sc« vol. 6. p. XX. 
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Aiewn already ; and that^ in this interval, he went 
through a voluminous courfe of ecclefiaflical hiflory, 
fy. R,p, ici.] fecms farther improbable, by a letter 
to Lord Bolingbroke, dated April 5, 1729 [vol. 8. 
p. 91.3 in which it appears, that he was then reading 
Baronios, an^S Baronius was the only piece of church- 
fcillory that was found in his library. Lord Orrery 
thinks, with great reafon, that he employed this time 
upon Gulliver* s Travels, [0. let. 1 6.] 

The author of the Ohfervatians indeed fuppofes the 
Dean's genius to be verging towards a decline in the 
year 1723, and that Gnlliver^s Travels were written af- 
ter that time : but in both thefe fuppofitions he is pro- 
bably midaken ; though in the former he feems to be 
favoured by a padage in a letter written by the Dean 
liimfclf to Mr. Pope, dated Sept. 20, 1723. [vol. 8; 
p. 40.] 

That his genius was not declining in 1723, appears 
fcy the Drapier's Letters, which were not written till 
1724 ; and of thefe the Obfervator him felf fays, " his 
** genius never fhojne out In greater ftrength than on 
*** that, and the ' fubfequent occafions ;" a truth which 
is univcrfally acknowledged. That CuU'iver^s Travels 
vere written before that time, is equally evident : Tor 
Swift went into the north of Ireland early in the fpring 
of. 1725; and, in a letter to Dr. Sheridan, during hit 
irefidence there, he puts him in mind of his defcription 
<yf the Yahoos [vol. 8. p. 234.] So that Sheridan 
mud have Teen the Travels in manufcript, at lead in the 
year 1724. The Dean.alfo, in a letter to Mr. Pope, 
dated Sept. 29, 172;, [vol. 8. p. 45O %s, " Oh ! if 
** the world had but a dozen of Arbuthnots in it, I 
*' would burn my Tr^K^f/x." It may reafonably be con- 
fcluded, therefore, that' his Travels were then all writ- 
ten, and that at this time he was reviewing and re- 
touching them for .the prefs ; efpecially^ as they were pu- 
bii(hed in 1726 ; and as- he was otherwife employed in 
1724, they mcrft havcf been written at lead before 1723. 

Upon the whole, perhaps. It is not an extravagant 
cofijcifture, that having, accoi*ding to his own account, 
wholly neglcfted his dudies for the fird three years of 
bis r^iidence at the deaoery, and indulged the refent- 

ment 
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•mctit vfhich his di(appointraent$ had produced^ tiil it 
could be contained no longer^ he conceived the $rft no- 
tion of expreding it in fach a manner as might corred the 
-enormities which he expofed ; and wixh this view imme- 
dialely began his Travelsy of which the firft copy was 
probably fininiedbe&>re the year 1720. 

About this time, the Dean^ who had already acquired 
-the chara^er of a humourift and a wit, was fir(l regarded 
with general kindnefs, as the patriot of Ireland. He 
wrote a propofal for the univerial nfe of Irifh manufac- 
tures [^voi. 3. p. 3.] ; atradlwhich> as it was apparentl]|f 
calculated for the fervice of Ireland , and zcaloufly con- 
.demoed a facriice ofintereft to England, made him vevy 
popular. *. But this fervice would not perhaps have been 
ib long and (b zealbufly remembered, if a profecution had 
Slot. (>eea commenced againft the printer. As faon as this 
meafure was taken, the importance of the work was efti-- 
Jnated by the diligence pf the government to fupprefs it ; 
and the zeal and integrity of the writer were pfieafured 
by the danger he h^ incurred. No public notice, bow- 

♦ In the year 1720, Swift began to rcaflume, in Come .dcgrcf, - 
• ti)e chara&er of a poIUica] writer. A fmall pamphlet in defend 
of the Irifh mantifa6lares, was, I believe, his ^H ejQTay, in Ire- 
land, 'in that kind of writing ; and to that pamphlet be owed tj^e ' 
•turn of tlic popular tide in his favour. His fayings of wit aij^d 
humour had been handed about, and repeated from time tu time 
ttnoiig the people. They bad the cSSoBt of an artful preface, god 
•hid pre-engaged all readers in his'favour. They were ad.aptod' 
•to^he underiVaiiding, and pUafed the imagination of the vulgas : 
asd he was nowiooked upon in a new light, and diftinguifh^d . 
Vl^the titk of The DEA>^..^The flux.and reftax of popular 
•feyeand hatred are e<^uaUy violent. They are often owing lo» 
:Kcidents, but fometimesto «he return of rsafou, which, unaf* 
'■fiftetl by education, no»y not be able to guide the lower cUfs ^f " 
people into- the*right tratk at the beginning, but will be fu£- 
cicnt to keep them in it, when experience has pointed out the - 
road. The pamphlet -propofing the uaiverfal ufeof Irifli mgnu. 
ftftures within the kingdom, had captivated all hearts. Some 
little pieces of poetry to the fame purpofe were no lefs accept- 
able and e,ngaging. The attachment, which the Dean bore to • 
the true intereft of 1rclan6,was no longer doubted. His pttriotifm • 
Was as manifeft as his wit. He was looked upon with oh afurc * 
and refpeft, as he palled through thcftreets *. and he had attain- 
ed fo hrgh a degree of popularity, as to become an arbitrator in " 
the difputes of property among his neighbours; nor did any' 
nan dare to appealfrom his opinion, or to murmur at his dc-- 
crees, 0tUt.6« 

h 3-i «tXV 
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ever, was taken of the Dean on this occafion ; and Wa* 
ters, the printer, after having been long haraffed andim'^ 
prjfoned, at length obtained a Noli profequi. 

The Dean did not again appear in his political charac- 
ter till the year 1724. A patent having been iniquitoufly 
procured by one Wood to coin 180,000 I. in copper for 
the ufe of Ireland, by which he would have acquired ex- 
orbitant gain, and proportion ably impoverifhed the na- 
tion, the Dean, in the character of a Drapier^ wrote a fe- 
ries of letters to the people, urging them not to receive 
this copper money- Thefc letters united the whole nation 
in his prai(e, filled every ftrect with his effigies, and every 
voice with acclamations ; and Wood, though he was long 
fupported by thofe who proflituted the higheft delegated 
authority to the vileft purpofes, was at length compelled to 
withdraw his patent^ and bis money was totally fiippref-^ 
Rd ♦. 

*Thc popular alTcftion which the Dean had hitherto acquired,., 
tnay be faid not to have been univerfal, till the publication of the 
Drapier's letters, 'which made all ranks and all profeiOons unani- 
mous in his applaufe. The occafion of thofe letters was a fcarcity 
-of copper coin »n Ireland, to fo great a d^rce. that for fome 
time pad the chief manufadurers throughout the kingdom were 
obliged to pay their workmen in pieces of tin, or in other to- 
Icens of fuppofititious value. Such a method was very difad- 
irantageous to the lower parts of traffick, and was, in general, 
-an impediment to the comnoerce of the date. To remedy this 
€vil, th« late King granted a patent to William Wood^ to coin, 
during ^ tcFm. of fourteen years, fartiungs and halfpence in 
Tngland for the ufe of Irelai>d, to the value of a certain fum fpe- 
cifiod. Thefe halfpence and farthings wore to be received by 
Ykofe perfoBS who would voluaurily accept them. But the pa- 
tent was thought offuch dangerous confequence to the public^ . 
•nd of filch exorbitant advantage to the patentee, that the Dean,, 
under the chara£lerof Af.JB* Dnti^i^', wrote a letter to-the/people» 
warning ihem not to accept Wood's halfpence and forthingsas 
tprrent coin. This firft letter was £iicceeded by feveral others 
1ti» the feme purpofe; all which axe inCsrted in his works. — At 
ifte found of the Drapicr's trumpet, {yc^ [Cee vol. 3 . p. 2}. in the 
notes.]— This is the moil fuccin^ accouat that can be given of 
9n afiair, which alarmed the wholclrilh naiioa to a degree, that 
>ii> a lefs loyal kingdom muft have fomented a.rebcUton : but the 
iledfaft loyalty of the Irtlh, and their true devotioa to the pco- 
fent royal fenuly, is immoveable ; and* although this unforni* 
mate nation may not hitherto have found many difiinguifhittg 
marks of favouc and indulgence from the throne, yet it is to^be . 
ho^e^'iA time they may meet with their seward, (^ Uu 6.. 
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Upon the arrival of Lord Carteret^ foon after the 

Shbcatton of the Iburth Jetter, ieveral paflages* were 
e«5led as fufficient ground for a profecntion ; and hiS 
Excellency and council publifhed a proclamation^ offer- 
log 300 I. reward for a difcovery of the author. This 
proclamation^ gave the Dean a remarkable opportunity 
to illuftrate his chara<^cr. It happened^ that his butler^ 
whom be had employed as his amanuenfis, and who a- 
lone was trufted with the fecret, went out in the afier- 
Boon of the day of the proclamation without leave, and 
ftaid abroad the whole night, and part of the next day. 
There was great reafon to fufpecfl that he had made an 
information ; and having received his reward, would 
never return. The roan, however,. came home in the 
evening ; and the Dean was advifed by his friends to 
take no notice of his fault, left he fhould be provoked 
to a breach of truft, firom the dread of which his return 
bad juft delivered them. But the Dean raj^Aed this 
counfe) with the utmoft diidain^ and commanding the 
iDan into his prefence, ordered him immediately to (Irip 
off his livery,, and leave the houfe. "You villain/* 
fiiid he, " I.know I am in your power ; and for that 
•^ very reafon I willihe lefs bear with your infblence or* 
« negled. 1 fuppofe, by this time, you are rewarded, . 
<* or,. at leaft, in a fair. way of. being rewarded forjour-r 
^ treachery.'* 

The roan, in very fubmiffive term*-, confefled that he • 
Ittd. been. drinking ^L night, and intreated to be for*- 
given ; but Swift was inexorable. He then begged that 
£e migbtvbe confined in (bme part of the houfe fo long- 
as the proclamation could intitle him to any reward ;~ 
idkf when be was driven.from his fervice,.and dcflitute 
«f another, tb& temptation might be toa fbong for 
Iks virtue^ and his dlftrefs might involve him in a. crime 
which he moil abhorred. Swift, however, was^Qiliiii"^ 
oorable, and the man was.difmifled. During all tbc 
linic of. danger,. Swift ob(iii>ately refufed to contribute 
•ne Sinhwg towards his fupport, nor could he be per* 
fiiaded to &e.his face % but when the lime limited in the 
froclamation was expired, he was permitted to return 
to his iervice. Sooa afterwards he was called hailUy 
If bj she Dean; whO; without any preface^ again or- 
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dered him to ftrip off his livery, put on his own cIoatR jt 
and then come to him again. The butler dared with 
furprife, wondering for what crime he had deferved to 
be turned out of his^place. His maAer obferving this, 
a0ced him if he had no cloaths of his own to put on ^ 
he told him he had. Then go your ways> faid rtie 
DoAor, and as foon as you have thrown off ^ our livery, 
and drefled yourfelf, come back to me again. The poor 
fellow, though he was greatly aftonifhed at this proceed- 
ing, knew Swift too well to expoftulaie ; and there- 
fiDre, with whatever reludtance, did as he had been com- 
. manded. When he returned, the Dean ordered the 
other fervants to be called up ; who immediately at- 
tended, expedling that the butler was to be difmided /';; 
terrorenif and that they (hould be warned in very fevere 
terms of his offence. Swift, as foon as they had ranged 
themfelves before him, ordered them to take notice, 
that Robert wa» no longer his fervant ; he is now, faid 
the Dean, Mr. Blakely, the verger of St. Patrick's ca- 
thedral, a place which I give him as a reward for his 
fidelity. "The value of this place is between thirty and 
forty pounds a-year. However, Robert would not quit 
his mailer, but continued to be his butler fome years^ 
afterwards* [Z): S. p, 190, i.J. In this inftance the 
l^ean exercifed his pride, his fortitude, and his equity, 
in a nxanner peculiar to himfelf j and though there are 
many who would equally have rewarded fuch fidelity,. 
there are few who would have ventured to wait the ifluc 
of fo fevere .and dangerous a probation. 

From this time the Dean's influence in Ireland was 
almoft without bounds. He was confulted in whatever 
related to domelHc policy, and, in particular, to trade. 
"The weavers always corifidered him as their patron and 
legillator, after his propofal for the ufe of Irifh manu- 
fa^res^ and came frequently in a body to receive his 
advice in fettling the rates of their (luffs, and the wages 
of their journeymen ; and when ele(5lions were depend- 
ing for the city of DuUin, many corporations' refulcd 
to declare themfelves, till they knew his fentiments and 
sbclinations. Over the populace he was the moft abfo- 
- lute monarch that. ever, gpverned men;. and he was re-- 

.gacdcd' 
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!d by perfons of every rank with veaeration and 

appears by many of his writings^ that he lived ia 
: friend(bip and familiarity with Lord Carteret, duringi 
ieutenancy, notwithftanding bis Lordfhip had iigned 
proclamation to difcover him as the writer of the 
>/W letters. Swift indeed remonftrated againft this 
ceding ; and once asked his Lordfhip^ how he could 
ur in the proiecution of a poor honeft fellow, who 
leen guilty of no other crime . than that of writing 
! or four letters for the inftrudtion of his neighbours, 
:he good of his country ? To this quelUon his £x- 
icy elegantly replied, in the words of Virgil, 
— — Regni novltas me talia cog'tt 

Moliri [D. S. p. 270 ] 

ivas equally diligent to recommend his friends to 
Carteret as he had been to recommend them to 
I Oxfor4 » ^d he did it with the fame dignity and 
om. ** Pray, my Lord," faid he one day, " have 
»a the honour to be acquainted with the Grattons 1'^ 

rhc name of Augufius was not bcftowed upon O^avius ^as* 
ith more uniycrfal approbation, than the name of the Dra* 
/as beftowed upon the Dean. He had no fooner aflumed 
:w cognomen, than he became the idol of the people of Irc- 

to a degree of devotion, that, in the moft fupccftitious 
rry, fcarce any idol ever obtained. Libations to his health, 
I plain Englifb, bumpers, were poured forth to the Drapier» 
ge and as frequent as to the glorious and immortal memory 

"William III. His effigies were painted in every ftrcet ia 
in. Acclamations and vows fer his profperity attended his 
:eps where-ever he pafled. He was confulted in all points 
ng to domeftic policy in general, and to the trade of Ireland 
rticular : but he was more immediately looked upon as the 
ator of the weavers, who frequen.tly came in a body, con- 
5 of fifty or fixty chieftains of their trade, to receive his 
re, in fettling the rates of their manufafturcs^ and the wages 
cir journeymen. He received their addreffcs with lefs ma- 
than fternnefs, and ranging his fubje^s in a circle round 
irlour, fpoke as copioufly, and with as little difficulty and 
ition, to the fevcral points in which they fupplicated his 
mcc, as if trade had been the only ftudy and' employment 
{ life. When eleftions were depending for the city of Dub- 
Dany corporations refufed to declare themfelves, till they 
;onUilted his fentiments and inclinations, which werepunc« 
^followed with equal chearfulncfs and fubmiiGon, In this 
of power, and popular love and admiration, be rcmau\cd 
ic loft his feofcs. 0. UU d« 
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My Lord anfwered, he had not: *^ Why then, pray, my 
** Lord," faid Swift, " take care to obtain it ; it is of 
^ great confequence : the Grattons, my Lord, can raifr 
^ ten thoufand men." [/. R. /». 95.3* ^^ obtained r 
living for his friend Dr. Sheridan ; and he recommended 
feveral others, of whom he knew nothing, but that they 
were good men. [vol. 8. p. 23,1.] 
- He ufed alfoto remondrate, with great freedom, a* 
gaind fuch mcafures as he difapproved ; and Lord Carte- 
ret having gained the advantage of him in fome difpute 
concerning the diftreiTes of Ireland^ he cried out iir-a vio- 
lent paflion, ** What the vengeance brought you among^ 
*^ us } Get you gone, get you gone ; pray God altnigKty 
** (end us our boobies back again," [J. R, p, 25.] ; tk* 
reply which (hewed at once the turn, the Ilrength, and 
the virtue of his mind ;: as it was a fine compliment to 
the force of reafbn, by which he had been juft foiled^ . . 
and was exprelled with all the vehemence of bis temper^ 
and all the peculiarity of his witi 

He was fbveral times in England^ on a vifit to Mr. ^ 
Pope, after his fettlement at the deanery, particidarly in ^ 
theyears 1726 and 1727. 

There is a paifage in one of his letters to Dr. Sheri- ' 
dan [vol. 8. p. 242.], during his vifit in 1726, by whtclr ]^ 
k appearj, that he thexrhad foch.an otiTer of a fetdementi ' 
in the tnidft of his friends, within twelve miles of London; ^' 
as, if he had been ten years younger, he would gladl; '^ 
have accepted:. ** but I am now," fiys he, " too old foft ' 
"new fchemes,.and efpecially fuch as would bridle rod ' 
^* in my frcedomsand liberalities." He had alfb an in* ' 
vitation from Lord fiolingbroke to fpend a winter witb '^ 
him at his houlc on the banks of the Loire in France;^ '; 
and this he would have accepted, but that he received aiii - 
account from Ireland, that Mrs. Johnfon was .dangeroufljf. ^ 
ill. [vol. 8. p. 242.] * ^^ 

Mrs. Johnfon's conftitution was tender and delicate t"^ 
and, as the Dean himfelf fays, (he had not the ftamin^ -^ 
vita. In the year 1724, fhe began vifibly to decay; r 
and, in the year 1726, was thought to be aying. Th^.j" 
Pean received the news with agonies, not to be fdt bn 
t^ the tenderell and mofi ardent friendibip, nor con 
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but by the mod lively imagination^ and immecR* 
tailed back into Ireland. [ vol. 8. p. 2 43. J 
appenedy however, that Mrs. Johnfon^ contrary to 
inion of her phyfician, recovered a moderate (hare 
th ; and the Dean, probably to complete fome 
which in his bade he had left unfinifhed^ returned 

England in 1727. 

n En^and he was once more about to let out for 
■y upon Lord Bolingbroke's invitatioui when newt 
of the King's death, [vol, 8. f . 246.] 
fiad attended the late Queen, while Jhe was Prin« 

1 his former excurfions to England ; and he bad 
r twice in one week by her Royal Highnefs's com* 
n this. She had always treated the Dean with 
rivility, and the Dean had treated her with hit 
nd peculiar franknefs. The third day after the 
^f tlie late King^s death, he attended at court, 
fled the King and the Queen's hand upon their ac- 
, and was blamed by his friends for de£erriog it (6 
'vol. 8. p. 246.3 

It profpe!^ he had of a change in public afiairs on 
^nt, or of any advantage which fuch a change 
produce to himfelf or his friends, does not appear ; 
was earneftly intreated to delay his journey. And 
le had again determined to fet out, he was, up- 
le new incidents, ag^n prevsnled upon not to go, 
vehement perfuafion ot fome perfons, whom, he 
e could not difobey. Many fchemes were pro* 
in which he was eagerly folicited to engage; 
received them coldly.; not, as it appears, becaufe 
determined no more to enter into public life, but 
! the fchemes themfelves were fuch as he did not 
e. However, in the fame letter in which he 
lat if the King had lived ten days longer, he 
not have dated it from London, but Paris, he 
bat his (hare in the hurry of the time would not 
I, and that he (hould foon return, [vol. 8. p, 

47-] 

iras foon after feized with one of hb fits of gid* 
and deafnefs ; a calamity which was greatly ag- 
d by the news that Mrs. Johnfon was again lo 
t the phyiiciant defpured gf her life. Upoa 

i3d^ 
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this occafion he relapfed into the agonies of mind which 
he had felt the year before. He expedted by the next 
pod to hear that (he was dead ; and in treated that he 
might be told no particulars, but the event in general ; 
for that, his age being then within three months of fixtjr, 
his weaknefs and his friendftiip would bear no morew 
As he d^'fpaired of feeing her alive, he determined not 
to return to Ireland fo foon as he had intended^ but to 
pafs the winter, either near Sali (bury-plain, or in France. 
That he might not be interrupted by company, and 
ctMidemned to the torment of lupprelBng his forrow, to 
preferve the rules of good-breeding, he quitted the 
bouie of Mr. Pope at Twickenham, and retired to a 
village near London^ with a female relation for his 
nurfe. The next letter that he received, he kept aft 
bouf "in his pocket, before he could fufficiently fortify 
bimlelf againft the (hock which he expe<^cd when he 
fhould open it. However, as Stella's life ebbed by (low 
degrees, andfometimes feemcd at a (land, if not to flow, 
his hope of a parting interview revived, and he fet out 
for Ireland as foon as he was able to travel, [vol. 8. 

let. I20, I, 2.] 

He found her alive ; but^ after having langtiifhed a- 
bout two months longer, (he expired on the 28th of 
January 1727-8, in the 44th year of her age, regretted 
by the Dean with fucb excefs of aflPcftion and efteem, as 
the keencft fenfibility only could feel, and_ the moft ex* 
cell^nt charadter excite. 

Beauty, which alone has been the obje<5l of univer* 
ial admiration and defire, which alone has elevated the 
polTedbr firom the lowe(l to the higheft (lation, has given 
dominion to folly, and armed caprice with the power 
of life and death, was in Stella only the ornament o( 
intelleAual greatnefs ; and wit, which has rendered de- 
formity lovely, and conferred honour upon vice, was in 
ber only the decoration of fuch virtue, as without either 
wit or beauty would have compelled aifedlion^ efteem, 
and reverence. 

Her ftature was tall, her hair and eyes black, her 
complexion fair and deHcate, her features regular, foft, 
and animated, her (hape eafy and elegant, and her man* 
ner feminine^ polite^ and graeefol^ there was a naio* 

ral 
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nl mafic in her voice^ and a pleafing complacency In her 
afped when (he fpoke. 

As to her wit, it was confcfTed bv all her acquaint- 
ince, and particularly by t'^e Dean, that fhe never failed 
to fay the btft thing that was faid, whencv^ r fhe \s ;i.'> in 
company, though her companions were ufuaily per Tons of 
the beft uncicHbnding in the kingdom, [vol 8. p. 29 J. j 
But this dangerous power was under the dircftion of 
fuch fweetnefs of temper, fuch general kindnefs, and re- 
lu£lance to give pain, that (he never indulged it at the 
cxpence of another. 

Neither was her wit merely of the colloquial kind. ' 
She had great force of poetical fancy, could range her 
thoughts in a regular compodtion, and exprefs them ia 
corredl and harmonious verfe. Of her wit in converfa- 
tion feme indances will be found in vol 8. p. 295^. un- 
der the name of B^ns mots: and two fpeciraens of her 
poetry are to be found in vol. 6. p. 175. 258. Her vir- 
tue was founded upon humanity, and her religion upoa 
reafbn. Her morals were uniform, but not rigid ; and 
her devotion was habitual, but not often tatious. 

Why the Dean did not fooner marry this moft excel- 
lent per(bn ; why he married Iier at all ; why his mar- 
riage was fo cautioudy concealed ; and why he was ne- 
iwr known to meet her but in the prefence of a third 
perfon, are inquiries which no man can anfwer, or has 
attempted to anfwer, without abfurdity, and are there- 
L fore unprofitable objects of fpeculation*. 
I His 

1 * If any one (hould ask, why this renunciation of marriage* 
I ilcs? I Ihall anfwer thatqueftion by asking another. Why did 
. aotSwift marry this adorable creature in or about the year 1702 ? 
1 ins be not exa£Uy at that zra thirty* five, jufl rifing into the 
1 meridian of his abilities; and Mrs. Johnfon nineteen, in the full 
^ ^kiidor of the moft attraftive beauty, furrounded with every 
ipcc,andblcflcd with every virtue, that could allure the affe- 
[ Ilions and captivate the foul of the mofl (lubborn philofopher i 
I And, without difpute, if themcannefs of her birth, like an evil 
I tenius, bad notftood in the way to oppofc her felicity, not all the 
I Or.Swifts upon earth could havcrefifted the force of her inchant- 
I ^nts. — As the prime intention of Mrs. Johnron*s going over to 
llRlud was to captivate the afie£lions of Dr. Swift, in all proba. 

gihc fccretly hoped, from time to time, to complete her con- 
But finding upon the Queen's demife, when all the Do- 
hopes to gratify his ambition were totally at an cnd» th^t 
Ittbough herPlatonicloverhad guitted the nolle and tumxiU oil. 
I Vol. J. J ^oVL\Aiy^ 
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His peculiar connexion with Mrs. Johnfon does indeed 
appear to have been fufpefted, if not known, by his par- 
ticular acquaintance : one of whom had the courage in- 
-direftly to blame his conduft feveral tinies^ by "fetting 
tefbre him the example of a clergyman of dilUnguifhed 
merit, who married nearly in the fame circumftances ; 
but, inftead of concealing his marriage, retired into 
thrifty lodgings till he had made a provifion for his wife, 
and then returned to the world, and became eminent for 
ills hofpitfllity and charity. [J. R. p, 63.] 

The Dean j. whether moved by thefe reprefentations, or 
whether by any other motive, did at length earneftly defire, 
that (he might be publickly owned as his wife : but as her 
iiealth was then declining, and his oeconomy become more- 
fevere, fhe faid it was too late ; and infixed that they 
ihould continue to live as they had lived before. To this 
the Dean, in his turn,confented ; and fuflTered her to dif- 
pofe entirely of her own fortune, by her own name, to a 
public charity, 'when (he died. [J. R. p. ^6. 288.] ' 

It appears by feveral little incidents, that Stella re- 
gretted and difapproved the Dean*s condudl, and that " 
fhe fometimes reproached him with unkindnefs ; for to ■ 
fuch regret and reproach he certainly alludes in die fbl- 
Jewing verfes on her birth-day, in 1726. — 

O then, whatever Heaven intends, 
Take pity on your pitying friends ! 
Nor let yoi!r ills affed your mind. 

To fancy they can be unkind. - 

^Ic, furely mCy you ought tojbare, __ 

"Who gladly would your luff 'rings ihare. [Vol. C. p. up.] " 

It 

jpolitical world, and had retired, like a fobcr honeft clergyman, 
•within the precinfts of his deanery, be thought no more upon -^ 
the fubjeft of wedlock than he had done for the prcccdiDg "^ 
fourteen years; her fpirits might have become dcjefted, by her 
frequent revolving in her mind the oddncfs of her filuation. If 
■we fuppofe this to have been the cafe, it is not unreafonablefo si 
imagine, that Swifr, thoroughly and fincerely her friend, aod ' 
almoft her lover, was unable to endure the leaft abatement in ^ 
iier chcarfulnefs and vivacity : and therefore, to raifc her firi- - 
Jits, and to fccure the fame of her innocence from all pofHlMurf -, -:| 
of reproach, rcfolvcd to gratify her with the confcioufnefs of |ii> 
feeing his legal wife. And this indeed, or fomewhat very likc^-'! 
it, how ftrange foever and chimerical it may found in the can 
4)f the world, was certainly the rcafon that he never married .- 
JiGT^tsdl, Z?. S. p, p3. 94- 9J» i? 

* Dr.r 
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!t (eems indeed to be generally agreed^ that Stella waaP 
broyed by the peculiarity of her circumdances ; ancf 
t the fabric^ however weak by the delicacy of its 
opofition, would not have fallen fo foon, if thefoun"* 
ion had not been injured by the flow minings of regret 
1 vexation. 

3at it is al(b generally allowed, that, in this inflance^ 
in every other, the Dean's intention was upright^ 
ugh his judgment might be erroneous; and, whatever 
fure his behaviour to Stella may draw upon him, it 
(l infure him fome praife,^ and fecure him againfl fomd 
lainy : for it is a demonllration, that he was the ab- 
ite mailer of thofe paflions by which the greateft have 
tt enflaved, and the beft (bmctimes corrupted ;, and if 
could abftain from gratifying thefe paAions with a 
f whom he mod admired, after the gratification was* 
ome lawful, he cannot, with any appearance of rea-^ 
, be fuppofed to have indulged the fame paflion, whcre^ 
re was lefs beauty to attradt, and lefs affedtion ta 
?, where it would have been attended with guilt and 
my, where the motives were lefs and the obftacles' 
re. fabove^ p. Ixxxvi.J 

rom the death of Stella, his life became much more' 
reef, and the auftcrity of his temper naturally increa- 

He could not join m the focial chear^lnefs of hlT 
•lie days, or bear fuch an intrufion upon his own me- 
:holy as the chearfubefs of others. Thefe enter-^ 
ments therefore were difcontinued ; and he (bme-- 
:s avoided the company of bis mod intimate friends*. 

Dr. Swift generally fpent his time from noon till he went t& 
, which was ufualljF about deven o'clock, in the pleafurcs of 
verfation, among a fet of companions either fele^t or mixed : 
urfe of life in which he continued for about thirteen years 
rthe change of times, until the dcceafe of Mrs. Johnfon in 
7-8, Bat when he loft that companion, whofe genius he him- 
had been improving and cultivating for at- Icaft five and 
Qty years, he could no longer endure thofe pleafures anci' 
fements, which on his public days were conduced, under 
eyes and direftion of his beloved Stella, with the greateft 
ance and decorum. And accordingly, having facrificed to- 
manes thefe polite and rational entertainments, he renounced 
>ublic days, and lived during the whole remainder of his' 
ibundancly more retired. £>. S, ^. i8i« 

i 2 Bat 
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Bat when the lenient hand of time had allayed the an- 
guish of his mind, he fcems to have regretted the effe&s 
of its firft violence, and to wifh for the return of thofe 
whom his impatience hadbaniftied. [D. S. p, 307, 8.] 
In the year 1732, he complains, in a letter to Mr. Gay, 
{yo\ 8. p- 136.] that he had a large houfe, and fbooid 
hardly find one vifltor, if he was not able to hire them 
with a bottle of wine. " 1 generally," fays he, *' dine 
*' alone ; and am thankful if a friend will pafs the even- 
*' ing with me." He complains alfo 'about the fame 
time, in a letter to Mr, Pope, that he was in danger of 
dying poor zndifrtendlefsy even his female friends having 
forfaken him ; which, as he fays, was what vexed him 
moft. [vol.8, p. 178.] Thefe complaints were after- 
wards repeated in a drain of yet greater fenfibility and 
fclf-pity. " All my friends," fays he, " have forfaken 
*^ me." [vol.8, p. 275.] 

VertlghiofuSy inops, furdus^ male grains amcU* 

Deaf, giddy, helplefs, left alonej 
To all my fnends a burden grown, [vol. 7. p, 1 54.] 

Yet he confelles, that, tboug'n nc was lefs patient in 
folitude, be was harder to be pleafed with company ; fo. 
tfcat even now pf rh^ps his Muviour did npt much invke 
thofe whom before it had driven away*, [vol. 8. p. 143.]. 

His complaint of being forfaken by his female friends, 
(hcxvs, that at this time his houfe was tK>t aconftantfe* 
raglioofvery virtuous women, who attended him from, 
morning till night, as my Lord Orrery has afTerted 
jTvol. 6. p. 4O ^^^ *t feeras to imply, that the O^fer^ 
vator is alfo miftaken, when he fays, that females were 
rarely admitted Into his houfe, and never came but upon 
Very particular invitationt. The abfence of perfons whom 

* Thcfe feveral caufes, added to the death of fome, the dif- 
pcrfion of others, and the ingratitude of thofe who forfook the 
boftor's acquaintance, after they had made their fortunes under 
tlic fheltcr of his patronage, gave occafion to thofe melancholy, 
thofe tender complaints, of that once great and admired pcr- 
fon; whpfe converfation, even in his latter days, after the vi- 
gour and fprightl in efs of his, genius had greatly fubfided, had 
foinewhat in it ftrangely uncommon, which was not to he re- 
marked in the reH of human kind. D. S^ p. aoj^. 

ha 
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Re kept at fuch diftancey and To rarely admitted, could 
fcarce be fuppofed to vex him mofl : nor is it eafy to con- 
ceive, in what fenfe they could be faid to forfake him, 
who never came but upon particular invitation. How- 
ever, as to the feraglio , the Gbfervator affirms, in the 
moft (blemn manner, and from frequent intercourCe \^ith 
tbe Dean, and long, intimacy with his mofl: intimate 
friends, that Lord Orrery was grofsly mifinformed, and 
that no fuch ever fubfiitcd ; Mrs. Whiteway, a near re- 
lation, who came to live with him fome time after Stel- 
la's death, being the ouly female in his family, except 
fervants. 
As he lived much in folitude, he frequently amufed 
I himfelf with writing ; as appears by the dates of many 
? of his pieces, which are fubfequent to this time. And it 
I is very remarkable, that although his mind was cer- 
tainly greatly deprefled, and his principal enjoyment at 
}t an end, when Mrs. Johnfon died ; yet there is an air of 
trifling and levity in fome of the pieces, which he 
f wrote afterwards, that is not to be found in any other. 
Such, in particular, are his dir&Sions to fervants, [^vol. 7.3 
and feveral of his letters to Dr. Sheridan, [vol. 8.] 
\ As he was undoubtedly much more tenderly and (Iridlly 
connected with Stella than with any other woman, fo^ 
his friendOiip feems to have been more intimate and un-- 
referved with Dr. Sheridan than with any other man ^ 
his letters to hira are evidently the fpontaneous effufions 
I of his heart, whether he was chearful or fad, and feem 
I to imply a perfoift acquaintance with every peculiarity 
I of his circumilances *. 

Dr. Sheridan was a clergyman of confiderable parts- 

and great learning. He had in particular an extenfive ' 

\ and critical knowledge of tbe language and hiftory of 

L the ancient Greeks and Romans, which he taught with ' 

I great fuccefs in a grammar-fchool of which he was man- 
lier; and it was remarked, that his fcholars brought to- 
the univcrOty, not only much learning, but good morals. - 
This gentleman was by nature fuiicd to Swift as a com-- 
1^ panion in the highell degree; He had a vein of humour^ 



I 
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that was a condant occaGon of merriment ; he had an 
abP'nce of mind, which rendered him a perpetual object 
of raillery, and an indolent good nature, which made 
him unapt to take o^ence ; he was always difpofed to be 
chearful, and therefore readily concurred in the enter* 
tainment of Swift's hours of pleafantry ; and could, 
without much pain or difpleafure, give way to his pe- 
tulance or his coldnefs, in his paroxyfms of fretfu!ne(s 
and referve : he affo greatly contributed to Swift's a- 
mufement, by little fprightly pieces of the inferior kind 
of poetry, which he was always writing ; and yet more 
to his employment, by hints and materials which he 
was every moment throwing out. 

With this eafy, negligent, contented creature, Swift 
paflled much of his tirae^ as well during Mrs. Johnfon'H 
life as afterwards. And though there is in general an air 
«f fuperiority in hts letters, and might be fometimes, in 
his behaviour, a want of that complacency which no fa* 
tniliarity (hould exclude ; yet it appears that the Dean 
did not hold Sheridaa cheap. Sheridan he loved for 
liiis own merit, and was \^ontent to have deferved his 
•love by the intereft of another. " Stetta," fays be^ 
** loved you weH ; and a great fhare of the Iktlc-merit 
^ I have with yow, is owing to her folicitations." 
fvol. 8. p. 244, 83, 84] 

In the year I733> when an attempt was made to rc^ 
peal the teft-a<fl in Ireland, the dilFenters often affe^ed 
to cdll themfelves brother Proteftants and feltew Chri»- 
ftians, with, the members of the eftablilhed church. Up- 
on this occafion the Dean wrote a fhort copy of verfes,. 
[[vol. 7. p. 29. J »i* which there is apafllage that fo pro* 
voked one Bettefworth, a lawyer, and member of the 
Irifh parliament, that he fwore, in the hearing of many 
per Pons, to revenge himfelf, either by murdering or maim* 
mg the author : and for this purpofe, he engaged his 
footman with two ruffians, to fecure the Dean, where- 
cver he could be found. As^ foon as this oath and at- 
tempt of Bettefworth were known, thirty of the nobi- 
lity and gentry of the liberty of St. Patrick's waited uj>- 
wt the Dean in form, and prefented a paper, fubfcribed- 
wkh their names, in which they foferanfy engaged, ia 
kcholf q£ thfiiuiHves and the jxSL of the Uberty^ to d^-^ 

fend 
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fend his perfon and fortune, as the friend and benefa^or 
of his country. [yo\ 8. p. 322.3 

Such was the reverence and affedlion with which Swift 
was treated in his oki age ; not by doraedics or depcn* 
dents, whom the hope of fome future advantage might 
induce to diilemble ; but by perfons of rank and fortune, 
with whom he had no connection, but as a benefadtor to 
the public, and who, as they had nothing future to hope, 
could be prompted only by gratitude for the pad ; fuch 
gratitude as was never yet excited but by chara»5ters 
very different from adual mifanthropy, or fordid fcU 
fiflinefs. 

When this paper was delivered, Swift was in bed^ 
{iddy and deaf, having been fome time before feized 
with one of his fits ; but he di<5tated an anfwer, in whicli 
there is all the dignity of habitual pre-eminence, and 
ail the reGgnation of humble piety. Though he ac> 
knowJedged the kindnefs of his friends, yet he declared 
his truft to be in God. He bewailed his incapacity to 
receive and thank them, as in judice and gratitude he 
ought ; and concluded with a (hort but pathetic prayer 
for their temporal and eternal happinefs [vol. 8. p. 322^ 

323O 

Thefe fits of giddinefs and deafnefs, which were the 
cffefts of his furfeit before he was twenty years old, be* 
came more frecjuent and more violent in proportion 
as hz grew into years. And in 1736, while he was wri^ 
ling a fatire on the IriHi parliament, which he called 
The legion club, [yoL 7. p. 45.] he was feized with one 
of thefe fits ; the cffe&^ of which was fo dreadful, that 
he left the poem unfinifhed, and never afterwards at- 
tempted a compofition, either in verfe or profe, that re* 
SQiced a courle of thinking, or perhaps more than one 
tting to finifh. [vol. &. p. 3^460: 
From this time his memory was perceived gradually 
to decline, and his paflions to pervert his underftand- 
ing ; a calamity to. which many particular>s fecm. to have 
concurred. 

His folitude, which has been already accounted foe, 
orevented the diverfion of his mind by converfation from 
Koodtng over his difappointments, and aggravating 
cveiy injury that be bad fuffered; by all the circumftauces. 
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which ingenious relentment^ if it does not findy is ap 
to create ; a refolution which he had taken, and t 
which he obftinately adhered, not to wear fpe^acles 
precluded the entertainment which he might otherwif 
have found in books ; and his giddinefs, though it was 
mere corporal diforder, prevented the employment c 
his mind in compofition. In this (ituation, his thought 
feem to have been confined to the contemplation of hi 
own mifery, which he felt to be great, and which ii 
this world he knew to be hopelefs. The fenfe of his pre 
lent condition was necefTarily complicated with regre 
of the paft, and with refentment both againft thofe b; 
whom he had been baniftied, and thofe who had defcrtei 
him in his exile. A fixed attention to one obje<^, lonj 
continued, is known to deflroy the balance of the mind 
and it is not therefore ftrange, that Swift (hould by de 
grees become the vi<aini of outrageous madnefs. 

That he was weary of life, appears by many pafTagei 
in his letters and expreffions to his friends *. In 173^ 
^ree years after his memory firll declined, he had beer 
(landing with a clergyman under a very large heavy piei 
glafs, which, juft as they moved to another part of th< 
room, fell down, and broke to pieces. The clergyman, 
flruck with a fenfe of the danger from which- they had 
efaiped, turned to Swift, and cried oat, *^ What a mercj 
^ it is that we moved the moment we did ! for if we 
^ had not, we (hould certainly have been killed." The 
Dean replied j that, as to himfelf, he was forry he had 
changed ground, and wi(hcd the glafs had fallen upon 
bim. [Z>. ^. /». 217.] 

Till about the time of this accident, though' his me- 
mory was become very defedive, and his paflions more 
violent, yet his converfation was ftill fprightly and fen- 
fible, but mingled with more fatire^ and that fatire was 

* It was, for many years before the Do£lcf hid loft his m«J- 
mory, a common Taying of his, at the time of his parting in 
the evening with an intimate friend, that ufcd to vifit him twice 
or thrice a-week, " Well ; God blcfs you ; good night to you; 
** but I hope I'fliall never fee you again." In this manner he 
would frequently exprcfs the Uefire he had to get rid of the 
world, after a day fpent in chearfulnefs, without any provo- 
GOtion from anger, raclancholly^ or diiapppintment, P. S. p. in. 
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)rc bitter. He al(b continued to correfpond by letter 
th his friends in England ; particularly Mr. Pope« with 
lom he had contracted an early friend fliip^ which con* 
loed till his death. It has been faid, that towards 
e ead of their lives it grew cold : but the Deao, in a 
ter to Lord Orrery, which he wrote a (hort time be* 
re his incapacity, fays, *' When you fee my dear 
friend Pope, tell him I will anfwer his letter foon ; 
Have htm above all the reft of mankind^ [yo\ 8. p. 3.3 
: has alfo called Mr. Pope his deareft friend in his will 
ol, 8. p. 339O ' ^^^ ^'* Pope, in a letter which was 
itten about the fame time, makes this requeft : ^' Af- 
fbre him [the DeanJ, the world has nothing in it I ad'* 
mire fo much, nothing the lofs of which I fhoulJ re" 
qret £0 much, as his G£Nius and his virtues.'* 
ol. 8. p. 3.] 

[n the beginning of the year 1 741, his underflanding 
s fo much impaired, ancl his pafHons fb much increa« 
, that he was utterly incapable of converfation. 
ingers were not permitted to approach him, and his 
uds found it neceHary to have guardians appointed of 

perruiiaiiiJ ^iisic. [vpl- 8* p. 346.] Early in the 
r 1742, his reafbn was wholly fubverted^ and his 
e became abfolute madnefs. The laft perfbn whom 
knew was Mrs. White way ; and the fight of her, 
en he knew her no more, threw him into fits of rage 
violent and dreadful, that (he was forced to leave 
1 ; and the only ad of kindnefs that remained in her 
rer was, to call once or twice a-week at the deane- 

enquire after his health, and fee that proper care 
I taken of him. Sometimes fhe would (leal a look at 
1 when his back was towards her, but did not dare 
venture into his fight. He would neither eat nof 
nk while the fervant who brought him his provifions 
d in the room : his meat, which was ferved up ready 
, he would fometimes fuffer to (land an hour on the 
le before Ik would touch it, and at lad he would 
it walking ; for, during this deplorable flate of his 
id, it was his condant cuflom to walk ten hours a 
'. [vol. 8. p. 343 . ^ , . , ^ 

[n 0<aober 1742, after this frenzy had continued le- 
al months, his left eye fwelied to the fize of an egg \ 

axk\ 
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and the lid appeared to be To much inflamed and di(co«> 
loured, that the furgeon expected it to mortify : feve- 
ral large boils alfo broke out on his arms and his body. 
The extreme pain of this tumour kept him waking near 
a month ; and, during one week, it was with difficulty 
that five perfons kept him, by mere force, from tearing 
out his own eyes. [vol. 8. p. 343, 4.] 

It has been obferved, that corporal pain, whether by 
forcing the mind from that objedl which has ingrofled 
it, or by whatever means^ has redored lunatics to the 
ufe of reafon ; and this effe^ in a great degree it pro- 
duced upon the Dean : for jufl: before the tumour per- 
fedlly (ubfided, and the pain left him, he knew Mrs. 
"Whiteway, took her by the hand, and fpoke to her 
with his former kindnefs. That day, and the following^ 
he knew his phyiician and furgeon, and all his family^ 
and appeared to have fo far recovered his underflanding 
and temper^ that the furgeon was not without hopes he 
might once more enjoy fociety, and be amufcd by the 
company of his old friends. This hope however was 
but of (hort duration ; for a few days afterwards he 
funk into a (late of total infeoiibility,. Hept nHicb, ztdt 
could not, without great diflicuity, be prevailed upon 
to walk crofs the room. [vol. 8. p. 344.] This was 
the efFcift of another bodily difeafe, his brain being load- 
ed with water. Mr Stevens, an ingenious clergyman of 
Dublin, pronounced this to be the cafe during his ill- 
nefs ; and upon opening his body, it appeared that he 
was not miftaken: but though he often intreated the 
Dean's friends and phyficians that his head might be tre- 
panned, and the water difcharged, no regard was paid 
to his opinion or his intreaty. [J* ^» P' 149*1 

After the Dean had continued filent a whole year in 
this (late of helplefs idiocy, his houfekeepcr went into 
his room on the 30th of November, in the morning, 
and told him that it was his birth-day, and that bon- 
fires and illuminations were preparing to celebrate it as 
ufual. To this he immediately replied, It is all folly, 
they had better le^ it alone. 

Some other inftances of (hort intervals of fenfibility 
and reafon^ after his madnefs had ended in Qupor^ feem 

la tob 
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prove, that his diforder, whatever it was, had not 
ftroyed^ but only fufpended the powers of his mind. 

He was foroetimes viOted by Mr. Deane Swift, a rela* 
)n ; and about Chridmas 1743 ^^ (eemed defirous to 
eak to him. Mr. Swift then told him he came to dine 
itb him : and Mrs. Ridgeway, the houfekeeper, imme- 
aicly faid, Won't you give Mr, Swift a glafs of witie, 
ir ? To this he made no anfwer, but fhewed that he 
iderflood the queflion, by flirugging up his (houlders, 
. he had been ufed to do wheii he had a mind a friend 
onid fpend the evening with him 5 and which was as 
uch as to fay, Tou will ruin me in wine. Soon after he 
;ain endeavoured, with a good deal of pain, to find 
ords ; but at lad, after many efforts, not being able, 
I fetched a deep figh^ and was afterwards filent. A 
w months afterwards, upon his houfekeeper's removing 
knife as he was going to catch at it, he fhrugged up 
Is fhouiders, and faid, ^' I am what I am, I am what 

I am ;" and in about fix minutes repeated the fame 
ords two or three times, [vol 5. p. 345.] 

lif the year 1744, he now and then called his fervant 
J his name ; and once attempting to fpeak to him, 
Qt not being abi^ to exprefs his meaning, he (hewed 
gns of much uneafinefs, and at laft faid, '^ I am a 

fool." Once, afterwards, as his fervant was taking 
way his watch, he faid. Bring it here : and when the 
iroe fervant was breaking a large hard coal, he faid, 
' That is a ftone, you blockhead." [vol. p. 345.] 

From this time he was perfe^ly filent till the latter 
nd of October 1745 ; and then died, without the leafl 
«ng or convnlfion, in the 78tb year of his age. [vol. 8* 

>• 347-] 

By his wiH, which is dated in May 1740, jufl before 
be ceafed to be a reafonable being, he left about 1 200 1. 
b fpecific legacies, and the refl of his fortune, which 
amounted to about 11,000 1. to ere^ and endow an 
hofpital for idiots and lunatics, [vol. 8. p. 347.] 

He was buried in the great ifle of St. Patrick's cathe- 
dral, under a ftone of black marble, infcribed with an 
epitaph in Latin, written by hirafelf. [vol 8. p. 334.] 

from this narrative of his liie^ and from his works, 
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to which it 18 prefixed, the ftriking peculiarities of hi 
charaAer may eaiily be cohc&cd ; but there are Com 
incidents which relate to his converfation, and fonii 
which refpefl his perfon and private oeconomy, whicl 
(hould by no means be omitted. 

In company he neither wrapped himfelfup in his owi 
importance, without deigning to communicate his know' 
ledge, or exert his Wit ; nor did he iogrois the conver- 
fation by perpetual and overbearing loquacity. Hii 
rule was« never to fpeak more than a minute at a time; 
and then to wait at leafl as long for others to take up 
the converfation ; after which he had a right to fpeali 
again. His colloquial ftyle, like that of his writings] 
was clear, forcible, and concife. [D. S, p, 366. J. Ri 
p. 203] He greatly excelled in punning; a taleni 
which, he faid, no man affe^ed to defpife, but thofi 
that were without it ; and his converfation would have 
fumifhed a more excellent compendium of this fpecies ol 
wit, than was' ever yet compiled, or perhaps ever will. 
Some of thefc (allies of his imagination are ftili remem- 
bered ; and among others the following, vrhich may 
fcrve &t. exam pies. 

He huppqned to be at the cadle, in the lieutenanc 
of thcjfeftrl-'of Pembroke, when a learned phyHcian wf 
haranguing his excellency upon the nature and qaaliti 
of bees, which he was perpetually calling a nation a! 
commonwealth : ** Yes, my Lord," fays Swift, << tb 
'^ are a nation, and of great antiquity ; you know, 
^' Lord, Mofcs takes notice of them ; he numbers 
<< Hivites among the nations which Jofhua was appo 
<< ed to conquer." 

He was another time in company with a lady, w 
long train happened to fweep down a fine fiddle, 
break it ; upon which he immediately cried out^ 

Mantua va mifira nimhm vlcina Cremonx, 

But his converfation abounded with turns of 
an higher kind. Being one day at a (her iff 's feafl 
after feveral other toaus had been drank, called 
him, « Mr, Dean, The trade of Ireland:'" th' 
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I about, and immediately anfwered^ ** Sir, I Jrint 

greatly admired the talents of the late Dakc of 
ton ; and hearing him, one day^ recount many o( 
olics, " Ay, my Lord," faid he, ** you have hai 
jiy frolics ; but let me recommend one more to 
a, take afrol'tc to be virtuous. I aifure you it will 
you more honour than all the reft." [/. X. 
6.] 

le Dean alfo greatly excelled in telling a ftory t 
hough, in the latter part of his life, he was very apt 
1 his (lories too often, yet his wit, as well 4s hit 
5, was always fupcrior to the wretched expedients 
lofe defpicable babblers, who are perpetually at- 
ing to put off double entendre and profanenefs fot 
»ur and wit. His converfation was in the highe/t 
e chafte, and wholly free from the leaft tbi^ure of 
jion. [/. R.p. 218.] . 

he was zealous to preferve all the delicacies of con- 
don, he was always beft pleafed when fome of the 
any were ladies. And in a letter to Lord Ox- 
he fays, ^^ Since women have been left out of all 
xtings, except parties at play, or where worfe de- 
ns are carried on, our converfation has very much 
generated f . " Add in this inftance, his example is 
roof to thofe pedants, who fuppofe that Women are 
r in thdr proper fphere, but in the dre/Bng-room oc 
luriery. 

the converfation turned upon ferious fubje^, he 
neither petulant in the debate, nor negligent of the 
He would liften with great attention to the ar- 
mts of others ; and whether he was or was not en- 
d as a difputant himfelf, he would recapitulate what 
been faid, ftate the queftion with great cleamcls an4 
ifion, point out the controverted particular, and 
al to the opmion either of fome neutral perfon, ot 
lie majority. [D. S. p, 368.] 
: b, however, true, that he kept his friends in fome 

Dr. Brown, Biihop of Cork, had juft then printed two pana- 
H, and preached leveral fermons, in which drinking to me* 
ks was zealoully condemned. Haiukef. 
Prpporal for corro£ting the Engliih tongue, in vol. 4. p 35*4. 
^OL. L k debtee 
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degree of awe : and yet he was more open to admc 
tion than flattery^ if it was offered without arrogac 
end by perfons of wbofe ability and honeAy he had 
doabt. Qy. R. p, 19.3. In his poem of Baucis and F 
l.'mon [yo\, 6. p. 4^2 J^ which does not conflfl of qi 
two hundred verfes^ Mr. Addifbn made him blot 
fourfcore, add fourfcorc^ and alter fourfcoure. It ^ 
cudomary with his friends to make him fome little 
nual prcfeni on his birth-day ; fomethingy according 
bis own definition of a prelent, which was of no gi 
yalue, but which could not be bought : and Dr. Dela: 
toon after he was admitted to foroe degree of intima 
lent him, with fuch a memorial of his cfteem, fo 
yerfes, in which he upbraids him^ though with gt 
delicacy, for mifapplying his talents ; and admonif 
liim to torn the force of ridicule, of which he was 
^reat a mafter, upon thofe who had laboured to emp 
It againft the facred dodrines of Chriftlanity, The De 
as he had fufPered Addifon's corredion with approbati 
^received this admonition with kindnefs : he fighed, : 
faid, with great appearances of regret, that it was 
fate ; and from that day took all occafions to diftingv 
Pelany by the name 01 friend. 
' He had indeed no skill in muiic, and fo was not a 
to entertain his company with a fong, to which fc 
Xnen of great dignity, and great parts* have con 
fcended ; but his power of ridicule extended even 
snufic, of which he gave an inftance too lingular to 
forgotten. 

Dr. Pratt, who was then provoft of Dublin 'colle 
had acquired much of the Italian tade for mufic in 
f ravels ; and Tojn Roilengrave, a celebrated perform 
being juft returned firom Italy, played a voluntary 
St. Patrick's cathedral, where Dr. Pratt heard him, 8 
Swift was alfo prefent. The dodor happened to d 
at the deanery the fame day, and was fo extravagant 
his encomiums On Roflengrave's voluntary, that fev€ 
pf the company faid, they wifhed they had heard 
'* Do you ?" faid Swift ; << then you (hall hear it ftil 
t^nd immediately he fung out fo lively, and yet (b ri 
culous an imitation of it, that all the company w 
{^ept in contiaual laughter till it was over^ except < 
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d gentleman, who fat with great compofure ; and 
OQgh he liftencd, yet fliewed neither curiofiiy nor ap- 
"oliation. After the entertainment, he was asked by 
me of the company, How it happened that he had 
rcn no more afre<fied by the muflc ? To which he atf- 
'crcd with great gravity. That he had heard Mr. Ro^ 
agrave himfelf phy it before. 

Such was Swift as a companion. As a mafler he was 
H lefs remarkable or meritorious. 
As he expe^ed pun^ual, ready, and implicit obedi- 
ce, he always tried his fervants when he hired theift 
• fome teft of their humility. Among other queflion^, 
' always asked whether they underftood cleaning fhoes } 
caa(e, faid he^ my kitchen-wench has a fcullion thaC 
les her drudgery, and one part of the buiinefs of mf 
pom and footman is conf^antly to clean her fhoes bf 
ras. If they fcrupled this, the treaty was at an end ; 
not, he gave them a farther hearing. 
His kitchen-wench, however, was his cook, a wo- 
in of a large Gze, robuft conflitution, and coarfc fea-> 
res, whofe face was very much feamed with the fmall* 
n, and furrowed by age. This woman he always diC^ 
ignifhed by the name o^ Sweetheart, [vol. 6- f\ I9I*!J 
It happened one day, that Sweetheart greatly over^* 
afted the only joint he had for dinner ; upon which 
! fent for her op, and with great coolnefs and gravity. 
Sweetheart,*^ lays he, *^ take this down into the 

kitchen, and do it lefs." She replied, That was im« 
>iEble. « Pray then," faid he, " if you had roaftctt 

k too tittle, could you have done it more V* Yer, 
je ^d, fhe eould eafUy have done that. ^' Why theit^ 

Sweetheart," replied the Dean, ** let me advife you, 

if yea mnf! commit a fault, commit a fault that can 

be mended." 

To the reft c€ his fervants indeed he appeared to be 
hirlKh and auftere ; but, in reality, was one of the bsft 
lafters m the world. He allowed them board-wages 
i the higheft rate then known ; and if he employed 
Mm about any thing out of the ordinary courfe of thenr 
imce, bb always paid them to the full value of the 
Vffk, as he would have paid another. With tbefe emo- 
s, and the fragments from his table^ he e:i^pedbs4 
k 2 ^^sss% 
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appear to be the eSe^s of compafTion : for of the foR 
fympaihy with diftrefi that fometimes fparkles in the eye, 
and fometimes glows upon the cheek , he (hewed no (ign ; 
and he may therefore be fuppofed to have wanted it. 
However, it is certain, that he was wholly free from 
ill-nature ; for a man can have no complacence in that 
evil which he is continually bufy to remove. 

His bounty had not, indeed, the indifcriminating'ardour 
of blind inflindt : and, if it had, it would not have been 
the in (Irument of equal happinefs. To feed idlenefs, is 
to propagate mifery, and difcourage virtue : but to in- 
fure the reward of induftry, is to beftow a benefit at once 
upon the individual and the public ; it is to preferve 
from deipair thofe who ftruggle with difficulty and difap« 
pointment ; it is to fupply food and reft to that labour 
which alone can make food tafieful and reft fweet, and 
to invigorate the community by the full ufe of thofe 
members which would otherwife become not only ufelefs, 
but hurtful ; as a limb in which the vital fluid ceafes to 
circulate, will not only wither, but corrupt. In this 
view, then, the bounty of Swift was, like every other 
Chriftian duty, a reafonable fervice. And that he kit 
KO fecret pleafure in the calamities of others, may be 
iairly concluded, not only from his general pnUflice, but 
from many particular ^£ls, in which he appears to have 
been watchful and zealous to alleviate diftrefs by unfoli* 
cited and unexpected liberality. 

It happened, that a young gentleman of his choir, be- 
ing abroad with his gun^ fuffered irreparable hurt by its 
going oflT accidentally. When the Dean heard of it, he 
expre/Ted great conce'm ; and, having paofed a little, 
^ Well," faid he, ^ this will be a good time at once to 
'^ reward merit and alleviate diftrefs ; I will make him ft* 
•* vicar ? which he did accordingly the famehour.'*^ 

Tliereare ibme infirmities to which tlie mindas wett 
as the body^^ naturally becomes fubjed in the decline of 
Kfe. The defire of accumulahng wealth almoft aiwayv 
tncreafes in proportion as it becomes more abfnrd ; and 
thofe are moft tenacious of money to whom money canr 
be of leaft ufe. It has been generally faid^ that this 
weaknefs is the effc{t of long acquaintance with man« 
kind^ who are f«und to defesve hkz coniSdeQce and ie& 

■ " kiadiieit 
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s they are more known. And indeed^ thoagh 
9n (hould not haftily be admitted, it maft yet 
idf that the firft article in which men leliea 
ncesj is generally the nK>ney they have been 
ve away, and that they gradually lofe the in* 
to do good, as they acquire the power. Bat 
be was not exempt from the infirmity, wa» 
>f the vice. If his (economy degenerated in- 
» it muft be confeffed that his avarice did not 
is bounty ; and he fuffers no degradation in his 
xi£ter, who, when the praAiceof any virtue 

more difficult, is yet able to exert it in the 
ee. 

irned all the evil of exeeffive frugality upon him- 
nduced him to yralk when he had been ufed to 
I he would then fay he had earned a (hilling or 
»ence, which he had a right to do what he plea& 
and wliich he conftantly applied to his ufual 

which by this expedient he could continue, and 
d lefs upon the whole than before. But the 
n even of this charity was marked with the pecU- 
his chara(5ter ; for that he might proportion his 

the neceflities and the merit of various objeAs, 
tve but one piece of money at a time, he con- 
pt a pocket full of all (brts of coin, from a filver 
:e to a crown-piece, [y. R, p- 13.] 
his defire of immediate gain was not gratified 
lence of the poor, to whofe diftreft he was a 
neither was it gratified at the expence of thofe 
ivas irapoffible he fhonld know, though he had 
>ortun]ties of doing it. 

e refdved never to renew a certain Iea(e be* 
o the deanery, without raifing the rent 30 L 
The tenant had often foliched him, inftead of 
e rent, to take a larger fine : and this man, » 
: time before the Dean loft his memory, urged 

a very large fum, fuppofing, that as railing 
could only enrich the Dean^s fuccefibr, and m 
! would come into his own confer, he (hould 
fncceed. The Dean, however, maintained his 

refufed the ofier with indignation, and fulfilled 
fe of calitng the rent ^ tbopgb at this time his 
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memory was To bad^ that the next day he did not 
remember what he had done, and his love of money fa 
predominant over every thing but his virtue, that though 
he complained of being defer ted, yet he banifhed his beft 
friends, merely to fave the expence of entertaining them ; 
and would fometimes refufe them a iingle bottle of wine. 
\J.R. p. zo3. 145.] 

As an ecdefiafUc, he was fcrupuloufly exadl in the ex- 
ercife of his fundlion, as well with regard to fpiritual as 
temporal things * . As to his cathedral, he expended 
more money to fupport and adorn it, than had been ap- 
plied, to the fame ufe in any period iince it was firll 
built f . He was extremely exadl and confclentious in 

promoting 

* Great coolnefs oftempery gcntlcncfe of deportment, and a 
profound rcfpcil 10 his fupcriors in the church, were the diltin- 
^uilhing chardftcriflics of Dr. Swift. The following ftory may not 
be improper here. Bp. •*•, who had been lately tranllated from 
Bangor to the lee of Meath, had not only the misfortune, in the 
'violent days of party, to refled with i'oine degree of afperity oft 
thcKevcrcndMr. *^*, one of his own clergy; but alfo to re- 
commend unto hiswholediocefcthewearingoi numms,orfcraps> 
of linen, to cover dirty Ihirts. This behaviour in the Bifhop, and 
cj^ectally this recommendation of numms, fired the indignation 
of Swift to the uttermoit. He fell upon the Bilhop, when he goft 
him into the fynod, with outrageous feverity^ and after he had 
fpoken in defence of Mr. *♦♦, «* What," faid he^ «• dp you 
** think you have gotten among your Welch clcrjy ? I would 
*• have you to know," faid he, llripningup his calfcck from his 
axms, and tearing open the breaft ot his waiftcoat, ** that yoir 
«* have gotten into a diocefe of gentlemen, who abhor dirt, and 
** filth, and naitincfs." And thus he drove on>. laihing the Bp*. 
and making him feel his farcaDns. Two gentlemen lay conceal- 
ed in the church of Trim, during the time of the fynod, not 
without the connivance of Dr.. Swift, who had in a great mca- 
^e invited them to the feaft. D; S. p. 27?, 3. 

f In all bufinefs relating to his chapter., he purfued' their pub- 
lic intereflwith firmncfs and conltancy. He befides took at 
much care to regulate his choir, as iF he himfelf had really 
Come regard for mufie. But in this he was always guided fc^ 
the opinion of thofe w-ho were fuppofed to have been judges 
of harmony. And that his choir might do their duty, particu* 
larly on Sunday nights^, when variety of the better kirtufual!/ 
came to hear the anthem, he conftantly went to church him- 
lelf. This puts me in mind of an anecdote which happened iir 
tbofe times. An idk|. cac^cis felloW|. but aa cueUcnt fingeii 

aodi 
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promoting ihe members of his choir according to thdr 
merits and never advanced any perfon to a vicarage who 
was not qualified in all refpe^s^ and in the higheft de« 
gree, whatever their intereft, or however recommended ; 
and he once refuied a vicarage to a perfon for whom the 
Lady Carteret was very importunate ; though he declared 
to her Ladyfliip, that if it had been in his power to have 
made the gentleman a Dean or a Bifhop, he would have 
obliged her willingly ; becaufe, he iaid^ deaneries and 
bilhopricks were preferments in which merit had no 
concern, though the merit of a vicar would be brought 
to the teft every day. Nor would he fufler one fhilling 
of the cathedral-money to be alienated from its proper 
ale, even for the pnrpofe of charity. When any perfoii 
folicited fuch an alienation, he ufed to tell them that thif 
Bxmey was appropriated ; but, iays he, as you declare 
the pmbn to be relieved is an objed of Chriiiian cha* 
rity, X will give out of my private purfe any fum pro* 
fortiooed to my revenue, if you will contribute a fum 
m the (ame proportion to yours. My deanery is worth 
feven hundred pounds, your income is two ; if you will 
^▼e two OuVingMf I will give feven, or any larger iiua 
after the fame rate. £J. R, p. 192.3 

As to the poor in the Jiberty of his own cathedral^ 
diey were better regulated than any other in the king* 
dom ; they were all badged, and were never found beg* 
giag oat of their diftrift : for thefe he built and fumittiea 
a little alms-houie, being afHfted by fome voluntary con* 
tribations s and pre(erv«l among them uncommon dean- 
Hnefi and decency, by conftandy vifiting them in per* 
fcn. [7. R. p. 8.3 

It has already been remarked, that though he did 
not himiclf imderfiand mafic, yet he always attended 

and one of the beft pcrfomoers belooging to his cathedral, hav- 
viog laboured for foroe time under the higheft difpleafure of the 
Deao, was forced to abfent himfelf from the church, and keep 
aacirely out of his fight. But at laft, one Sunday evening having 
ventural into t^e finging lofr, full in the view of the Dean, he 
be^nthat particular anthem, ir6z7i&^ jlftd/< Ig9,vthithtrfidl I go, 
^birJhaUIfijf^fhmtiypreftnce? •* To jail, you dog you, to 
" jail,*' ikid the Doftor, in a voice loud enough to be heard by 
Buy that were about him. But the next morning he forgave the 
foor fianer, on his pronife of amendment. D, S, ^ 37 x. 

^1 
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he performance of the anthem^ that the choir might 
their duty. But he had anothor praAice yet more 
gular and more ufeflil. As foon as the preacheir 
runted the pulpit, he pulled oat a pencil and piece of 
per, and carefully noted whatever was wrong, both 
I the exprefGbns, and the manner in which they were 
elivered, whether they were too fcholaflic to be gene- 
ally nnderftood, or fo coarfe and vulgar as to lofe their 
dignity ; and he never failed to make thefe the fubjcd 
of an admonition to the preacher as foon as he came in- 
to the chapter-houfe. [See Utter to a young clergyman^ 
in vol. 7. p. 170.] 

He improved even his living of Laracor, though he 
continued there but a (hort time, and left both the 
houl'e and glebe a convenient and agreeable retreat to 
his fucceflbr, at a confiderable expence, for which he 
knew no return would be made to his executors ; and 
he det<'rmined to aflert his right of abfence againft the 
Archbifhop of Dublin, at the expence of (everal hundred 
pounds, at a time when he did not believe he (hould 
ever more claim the privilege for himfelf, becaufe he 
ivottld not endanger the liberty of his fiicceflbr by an ia« 
jurious precedent, [vol. 8. p. 247 ] 

There is no a^ of virtue which men have fo often fub 
ftituted for the peculiar pofitive duties of Chriftians a 
liberality to the poor, nor any by which they have f 
often hoped to atone for the breach of every other mor 
obligation. 

But the Dean, though he abounded in charity, v 
not lefs diligent in the practice of other virtues, or ' 
devout and conftant in the folemnities of reUgion. 
was remarkably temperate both in eating and drinki 
he was not only juft, but pun^ual in his dealings, 
he had an inviolable regard for truth. As he condf 
attended divine worfhip when he was at home, fo he 
always to go early to church when he was in Lon 
and never to fleep, without aflembling his family 
own chamber to prayers. 

It has often been remarked, that virtue in exc 
comes vicious ; and not only precludes the reward 
pofleflbr, but produces rather mifchief than gooc' 
thers. An abhorrence of bypocrify was a Qrik 
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in Swift's chara^er : but it is difficult to deter- 
whether it was more a virtue than a vice ; for it 
It upon him the charge of irreligion, and encoa- 
others to be irreligious. In proportion as he ab- 
1 hypocrify, he dreaded the imputation of it, and 
>re concealed his piety with as much diligence as 
conceal thofe vices which cuftom has not made 
ble. His condant attendance at churchy when 
I at the deanery, he knew would be confidered as 
aty of his (btion ; but whatever had the appear- 
of voluntary devotion, he always took care to 

When he went to church in London, it was ear- 
:he morning ; fo that, though he was conftantly 
yers, and at the facrament, yet he appeared to 
I both, as he was at home when others were at 
1. And when he went to prayers in his family, 
rvants aifembled at the appointed hour as it were 
alth, without any notice from a bell, or any o- 
all, except the (Iriking of the clock ; fo that Dr. 
y was fix months in his family before he fofpeded 
f this unfafhionable pradice. The fame prindplc 
wliich he thus (ludioufly avoided appearances of 
made him frequently incur appearances of evil^ 
illy when an opportunity offered of indulging his 
ar vein of humour, and gratifying his natural dif^ 
)n. Oneinftance of this has already been given^ 
folemn addrcfs to his clerk firom the pnlpit by the 
of J^ogcr [above, p, li.] ; but there are others 
1 are lefs excufable. Soon after he was made Deaa 
Patrick's, he had dined one Sunday with Dr. Kay- 
, vicar of Trim, a little town near Dublin. When 
;11 had rung, the people were affembled to even- 
rayers ; and Dr. Raymond was preparing to go to 
lurch, which was not di(bint more than two hun- 
fards : " Raymond," f^d the Dean, " I will lav 
a a crown that I begin prayers before you this aN ' 
noon :" Dr. Raymond accepted the wager ; and ' 
diately both run as fall as they could towards the 
h. Raymond, who was much nimbler than Swift, 
xl firft at the door ; and when he entered- the 
:b, walked decently towards the reading-deik. 
never flackened his pace^ but^ numing op the ifle^ 
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left Dr. Raymond behind him in the middle of it, and 
fiepping into the defk, witliout putting on a furplice, of 
opening the prayer-book, began the fervice in an audible 
Toice, and thus won his wager. [0. let, i6.]] 

It has been common among pretenders to wit, to af« 
k€L great contempt for every kind of regularity ; to 
live, or pretend to live, in a ftate of continual diflipa* 
tion, without regard to the return of thofe fealbni 
which have been generally allotted to particular purpo- 
fes, without deeping or waking, or eatmg or drinking, 
like the reft of mankind. To recover thefe unhappv 
wretches from a condition fo deplorable as to fupprefs 
indignation, and yet fo contemptible as fcarce to exdts 
pity, it is here recorded, that the life of Swift was in 
the higheft degree uniform and regular ; his hoars of 
walking and reading, of exercife and amufement, never 
varied ; and that he might keep the revolution of bit 
employments with greater exadtnefs, his watch was al«> 
mod conitantly either in his hand, or on the table be* 
lore him. 

As his abhorrence of hypocrify eatempted him from 
affedation, the natural equity of hia mind fecnrcd him 
•gainft envy. Envy feems to be a defire of equality, 
gratified by degrading others ; as emulaltion is a deCre of 
equality, gratified by advancing ourfelves. It does not 
appear that Swift, upon a fuppofition that he had no fn- 
perior, was without emulation ; but by his ready aiGft- 
ance to advance the reputation and circumftances of o 
thers, he appears to have been free from envy* 

He cultivated genius where*ever he found it, and ' 
whatever degree, with great zeal and afliduity, ai 
would cheaitully fpend much time in correAing a 
improving any literary compofition that had the If 
appearance of ingenuity. Nor was this kindnefs c 
£ned to tiiofe whofe parts could never come in comp 
tion with his own. He darted many hints to Mr. ( 
which he purfued with great fuccefs \ and he rec 
mended Congreve, Addifon, Parnel, and many ot' 
to thofe whofe fiivour was mod likely to render 
confpicuous. 

Among his fingularities, were his refolution ne' 
wear Ip^des ; and his Qbdinate perfeverance in t 
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much exercife. His want of ipeflaclcs made it 
t to ready and his immoderate exercife wafled hit 
smd produced a poornefs in hi^ blood, as he was 
told by his friends and phyficianS| Dr. Hdfbam 
>r. Gratun, and as afterwards appeared by expe- 
: ; for when he was reduced to a ftate of idiotifmy 
afed from walking, he recovered his flefb tn n (hort 

was cleanly even to (uperilition ; his nails were al* 
pared to the quick, to prevent the leaft gathering of 
iider them ; and he never drefled without a bafon 
ter by him, with which he carefully cleanfed his 

In his perfon he was robuft and mafculine, his 
tment was commanding, and his walk ered^. Hi» 
was (harp and high-toned, efpecialJy when he read 
rs, bat not effeminate ; and there was a natural fe- . 

in his afpedl, whi<:h even his fmiles could fcarce 
, nor his utmoft gaiety relax. [0. Ut, 9,] 
I manner was without ceremony, but not ru(lic ; for 
1 a perfcd knowledge of all the mod es and varia- 
of politenefs and complaifance, which he pradtifed 
lanner peculiar to himfelf ; and the refped that was 
► him by thefe roles, he took care to exadb with- 
ic Icaft abatement. [D. S, p, 360, 6;,] 
will readily be admitted, that every man has {bme 
Xt\ afTedtion, or difpofition, which either in kind 
degree is irre»ilar, and which it is the province of 
I to order and retrain. As it will always happen, 
1 fome inllances pafHon will predominate, and rca- 
I others, it follow^, that there muft be fome difH- 
ide in every character ; from which Swift's could 
lerefore be exempt: but, upon the whole, it will 
ind uncommonly fteady and uniform ; though fome, 
een their own (cattered and inconHdcnt reprefcnta- 
of it from cenfure, have pretended that it was ea- 
rn^, various, add cont^adi(5lory. 
ift appears to have bedn naturally temperate and 
?, it was therefor* eafy' for him to be frugal ; but 
M'alfo natdrallj hlgh-fpiritcd : and therefore, as 
:h is the pledge of independence, ic is not ilrange 
Grogality fhould verge towards f&cc^s, i/owcver^ 
raited upon principles, not only of general virtue, 
OL. I. 1 \i\iX 
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taflc whatever. His pride, his fpirit, or his am-* 
cill it by what name you pleafe^ was boundlefs :' 
views were checked in his younger years, and the 
r of that dtfappolatment had a viiible efiedt upoa 
anions. He was four and fcvere, but not abfo- 
iil-natured. He was fociable oniy to particular 
, and to them' only at particular hours. He knevr 
efs more than he pratflifed it. He was a inixture' 
rice and generofity : tlie former was frequently 
mc ; the latter feldom appeared, unlefs excited by 
Ilion. He was open to adulation ; and could not^ 
aid not, diftinguifh' between low fhttery, and juft 
(e. His abiiities rendered him fuperior to envy, 
s undifguifcd, and perfedly fincere. I am induced 
ik, that he entered into orders, more from fome^ 
I and £xed rcfolution, than firom abfolute choice, 
t as it may, he performed the duties of the church* 
reat pun(5hiality, and a decent degree of devotion* 
id prayers rather in a ftrong nervous voice, than 
raceful manner ; and although he has been often 
i of irreligion, nothing of that kind appeared ia 
mverfation or behaviour. His caft of mind in- 
him to think and fpeak more of^ politics than 
gion. His perpetual views were dircded towards 
; and his chief aim was to be removed into Eng^^ 
but when he found hinifelf entirely difappointed, 
ned his thoughts to oppodtion^ and became tht' 
L of Ireland. 

f charaders have afforded fo great a' variety of 
and beauties. Few men have been more known 
Jmired, or more envied and cenfured, than Dr; 
From the gifts of natprejie^ia4-gr€at^ powers,, 
om the imperfection of humanity he had many 
;s. I always confidered him as an abftrad and 
chronicle of the times ; no man being, better ac- 
ed with human nature, both in the higheft and in 
wed (cenes of life. His friends and corrcfpon* 
were the greateft and mod eminent men oi the 
The fages of antiquity were often the companions 
I clofet : and although he induflrioufly avoided an 
ation o^ learning, and generally chofe to draw 
itcrkds Croo) his own (lore ; yet his knowledge in 
1 a xW 
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the ancieot authors evidently appears from the ftrength of i 

his fcntimentSy and the claiHc correAnefs of his (lyle. 

His attendance upon the public fervice of the church { 
V^as regular and uninterrupted. And indeed regularity ! 
was peculiar to him in all his adlions, eren in the greateft 
trifles. His hours of walking and reading never varied; 
His motions were guided by his watch, which was (6 
conflanily held in his hand, or placed before him upon 
his table, that he feldom deviated many minutes. In the 
daily revolution of his exercifes and employments. 

From Mr. D E A N E S w I F T. 

The charadcr of Dr. Swift is fo exceedingly flrange, 
various and perplexed, that it can never be drawn up 
wi'h any degree of accuracy. I fhall, however, remark 
fome few particular?, without venturing to attempt the 
delineation of a character, which hath entirely bafiled 
all endeavours hitherto made, either by friends or ene- 
jnies. 

^S'Aift's natural temper feems to have been a miracn* 
Jous compound of the placid and the fevere. The pla- 
cid frequently had the fuperiority in his breail ; and the 
ieyerc in its turn, when excited by the follies and cor* 
ruptlons of human kind, as frequently^ the predonu- 
nance. 

lie was, by nature, of a fpirit wonderfully exalted* 
His pride, if pride it muft be called, was of a turn pe* 
culiar to himfelf His whole deportment was of a piece. 
He -would not have (looped to eonverfe with the great- 
eft monarch in Europe, upon any terms lower than c* 
quality. 

He knew to a point the refpe<5l that was due to him; 
vvhich he took care to exad without any fort of abate* 
ments. It will appear from tlie following inftance, with 
what qujcknefs he refented any failure in good mannerf; 
An Engliih clergyman, appointed a Bifliop in IrelaiMl^ 
fept his fervant one morning to the Dean, to beg the 
favour of him to order St. Patrick's cathedral to be got 
ready againii the next Sunday for his confecration. The 
PcSor would by no means grant his requeft ; but (akK 
He V 01] d (?roer the church to be in readinefs againftite 
^Uiic^y following. When the Ibrvant was gone, tli« 
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Dodor told a friend, then with hiniy that he could at 
well have had the church ready againfl the next^ as a* 
gainft the following Sunday i but,, faid he, my reafon for 
refufing to grant that gentleman's requeft was, becaufe 
he ought to have come himfel^ and not fent his fervant 
to ine upon fuch a melTage. 

Neither could he endure to be treated with any fort of 
fsmtliarity, or that any man living (his thf«e or four old 
acquaintances in England only excepted) fhould rank 
himfeSf in the number of his fricndis- A young perfoa 
of qoalky, upon fome occadon or other, once ventured' 
to addreis Dr. Swift in the ftyle of Dear Swifiy and call 
himfelf the Doftor*s friend. When the Dean opened his- 
letter^ which- was delved as a compliment, his indigna-- 
tidn took indant fire. Dear Swift ! faid he ;. what mon- 
ftrous fanuliarity is here ! But when he found the letter- 
writer had called hhnfelf his friend, he was out of all pa- 
tknce. ** My friend! my friend!" faid he; " pi(h,< 
'^ pflia ; my friend ! Bat — " (faid he, recolle^ng him- 
fclr )— " he is a Lord, and fo let it pafs." 

Swift's fpirit was formed with a (Irong relu^ance tO' 
£ibmi(fion of any kind ; and particularly he paid no re-- 
gaid to the monitions of his friends and phylicians, wha> 
bad frequently admonifhed him of his over^exercife. 
This was not owing to his being weary of life. It was 
fipom an old fettled principle, confirmed and rivetted in' 
his mind, when be was m the height of his glory, and- 
the maridian of his life : A principle, indeed; which he 
maintains, or at kail endeavours to maintain,, with in* 
tnite wit and httmour, in a letter to Mrs. Johnfon,., 
Kov. 3, 1711-, who had advifed him to take phyfic Upon- 
die faU of the leaf. "A fig," (faith he), *' Madam,. 

* for your phyfician. If I grow worfc,! will';, other- 
•* wife I will truft to temperance and excrtife:. Your 

' « M of a leaf? What care I when the leaves fall V I am 
•''forry to fee them faH with aH my heart ;. but why 
<^(honld 1 take pbyficbccauieleavcsfall off from trees ?* 

* That won?t hinder them from foiling; If a man falU^ 

* off ahorfe, rouft Ltake pHyfic for that \ This arguing- 
'^ makes you mad ; but it^ i» true right rcafon, not to> 

,. •bedifputed." 

<r J&was notonl; above all tindure of envy ia hircom^ 
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ition ; but bis talents were fo great, that he was to 
ly fupcrior to the emuhtioa of all inferior wits 
hey every one of nhem bowed down to him as to th 
iceroy of Apollo. 

The daemon of malice was alfo a ftranger to his heart 
ind well it might ; for if at any time he was attacke 
with injurious treatment^ he never fmothered his revenge 
like a way-laying coward^ until a fafer opportunity 
but^ like a brave and generous fplrit^ knocked down hi 
adverfary diredly on the fpot. 

The common vices and foibles of human-kind he lafliet 
with great feverity, in order to reftrain their influence 
and, if it were poflible, to hinder the contagion from fpread 
ing in the community ; yet ilill without making example 
x>i particular perfons. But (laves to party, and traitors t( 
-the public intereft, he expofed without mercy to thederi 
iion of the world. It may be thought perhaps, that privat 
«nimofity frequently gave an edge to bis fatire. I canno 
tell but in fome cafes it might. But then it fhould be con 
Cdcred, that Dr. Swift never looked upon hirafelf in tb 
t:hara«5ler of a private perfon. He knew, that a patriot, lik 
an Afiatic prince^ mufi make himfelf dreaded. If he b 
once foiled, his power is at an end. And, without contr( 
verfy, dominion, abfolutc dominion, he had refolved 
pofTefs over the minds of men, efpecialiy over the min 
lof his coantrymen ; and accordingly he did poflfefs it. 
Swift was certainly a man of great ambition^ tho' 
he denies it in his writings. But his ambition, ever 
Tcfted by the rules of honour, was of a noble, ex: 
ftrain, worthy to ic cherlflied in the breattof an st 
£vol. 8. p. 119.] 

■ In his private chara^fler, he was a man of Bne ad 
and perfectly well bredi He knew to a point a 
snodes and variations of complai(ance and poll 
And yet his manners were not framed like thofe ( 
other mortal ; bnt,. corrected by general obfcrvatir 
adapted to his own peculiar turn of genius, the 
forth, alway-s enlivened more or lefs with fome 
dominion, in a blaze of politencfs, fo inimitabl 
determtnately his own, that in eifeft they feen 
the refuh of pure nature,, uncopied from any the 
or the faireft originaL 
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Swift talked a great deal in all companies^ without 
iogrofling the converfation to himfelf, [above, f, cviii.J. 
In the character of a tete d tete companion, he rather 
excelled hirafelf. Few that arc equal to him in that re- 
fpedt, perhaps none that are his fuperiors^ can be found 
Bpon earth. He was by no means m the clafs with thoie 
who poor down their eloquence like a torrent, driving 
all before it. Far from any defires of that fort, he 
equally loved to fpeak, and loved to hearken. Like 
FalftaflT, he not only had wit himfelf, but frequently was 
die caufc of wit in others* However, that univerfal re- 
verence which was paid to his great abilities, frequently 
ftruck a damp on the fpirits of thofe who were not per- 
foaiy well acquainted with him : an efFetft of modcfty, 
which however did not always happen to be conflrued 
to thdr advantage, unlefs in the cafe of very young peo- 
ple. For when fuch perfons were gone, if none but his 
intimates were prefent, he would exprefs himfelf with 
Ibme degree of emotion, and cry,- Such a one, I have 
heard, is a very great man; or, Such a one, they fay, 
has abundance of learning ; or. Such a one, I have been 
told, has an excellent underllanding ; but God deliver, 
me from fuch companions! 

If we confider Swift, as a Divine, and a Chriftlan, we 
(hall find him, although not fo grave, yet at leaft as per- 
k^, as the nioft famous of his contemporaries. His firft 
felting out- in the world may be thought fomewhat fingu*- 
hr, in this profane, hypocritical, corrupted age. We 
are affured from his own accounts, . that his ideas of reli:* 
gion were fo extremely delicate, that he could not but 
entertain fome fcruple, notwithflanding his fortune was 
very fmall, of entering into the church merely for fupr- 
port ; although it is plain, that he had early feparated 
himfelf to the work of the miniftry. He -was of a genius 
r thoroughly well -adapted for the improvement of any con* 
gregation whatever, . his arguments being always clear^ 
cogent, and fatisfaftory. But furcly thofe improved, ex- 
tenfive abilities, which rendered him at once the delight 
and' the admiration of the world, were never defigned by 
his Creator to be confined within the narrow Hqiits of 
toy parilh or diocefe. 
i& his private chara^cr as . a maa of religion^ . he ap- 
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Man to have been a great and ihining example of Chri* 
itian faith and morals. In himfelf, 1^ was cbafte, fober, 
and temperate. I remember he once told me occafionaUy, 
that he never had been drank in his life. In his gener^d 
'behaviour, he was open, free, difengaged, and chearfaL 
In his deaUngs with the world, he was honeft and fiocere. 
In reKeving the poor and the diftreded, he was liberal ta 
profudon ; if denying himfelf^ and tbrowhig upon the 
waters above a third part of his income, will intitle him 
to the charaifler of being exceedingly generous. With 
regard to his faith, he was truly orthodox. Moreover, 
lie was regular, exceedingly regular, in ail his. duties to* 
God, efpeciaily in attending the public worfhip ; yet 
AiU without any parade or colour of oftentation. But 
to crown his whole charader as a man of religion, and 
to (hew how much he detefted that fatanical vice of hypo* 
crify, I fliaii tranfcribe a paragraph from a fcrmon of his, 
not yet publilhed. On the excellency of the ChriftiaH re* 
llghrif oppo/ed to Heathen phihfephy, « Chriilian wit 
^ dom (faith he) is without partiality. It is not cal- 
<< culated for this or that nation or people> but the whole 
^ race of mankind ; not to tHe philofophical ichesiei^ 
^ which were narrow and confined, adapted to their pe- 
«' culiar towns> governments or feds ; but in every na- 
^ tion, he that feareth God, and worketh righteouf- 
<< nefs, is accepted with him. Lalily, It is without by- 
^ pocrify : it appears to be what it really is : it is all of' 
<* a-piece. By the doifh-ines of the gofpel, .we arc Ui 
^ far from being allowed to publilh to the world, thofe 
« virtues we have not, that we are commanded to- hide 
^ even from ourfelves thofe we really h4ve> aifd ooT. 
^ to let our right hand know what our left hand does ;, 
^ unlike feveral brmchea of the Heathen wifilom^ 
« which pretended to teach infenfibility. and ihdtffis^ 
« rence, magnanimity and contempt of ^(e^ while- 
^ at the fame tdne, in other parts^. it belied. it» awa» 
« dodlfines.'* 

Several' odier particulars in Swift's character, and vi^- 
iions anecdotes concerning him, will be found in the* 
notes throughout all the eight volumes, particularly ia* 
tfacCcuicifms pcefixed to vol$ u 6. and 8- 



Some particulai^s concerning Dr. Swift, 

Taken from Mrs. P i l k i n g t o n's Memoirs. 

MR S. Pilkington's acquaintance with Dr. Swift com- 
menced from fending him the lines on his birth-day, 
vol. 7, p. i6i. Thefe the Dean received very kindly, 
-and (kidy he would fee her whenever (he pleafed. 

A few days after^ (he was introduced to the Dean in 
Dr. Dclany's garden at Delville^ by a gentlewoman. 
He diluted her, and asked the lady^ if (he was her 
daughter ? The lady fmiled^ and faid, (he was Mrs. Pil- 
kington. " What," fays he, ** this poor little child 
** married ! God help her, (he is early engaged to 
*' trouble." The Dean engaging Mr. Pilkington to 
preach for him at the cathedral next Sunday, invited 
her,' with the reft of the company, to dinner. As the 
commmiioa is adminiftered ^ery Sunday in St. Patrick's 
charch, Mrs. Pilkington was charmed to fee with what 
a becoming piety the Dean performed that holy fervice, 
which he had to much' at heart, that he wanted not 
the ai&ftance of the liturgy, but went quite through it 
withoac ever looking in the book. He bowed at the 
table; which behaviour was cenfured, as favouring of 
Popery. But this cirenmftance may vindicate him from 
the widced -afperfion of being deemed an unbeliever^ 
inps It is plain he had the utmoft reverence for the eu-^ 
tharift. Service being ended, the Dean was furrounded 
It the ehureh^door, by a croud of poor ; to all of whom 
k gave charity, except an old woman, who held out a 
i«ry dirty hand to him. He told her, very gravely, 
That though (he was a -beggar, water was not fo fcarce 
tat (he might have wa(hed her hands. When they came 
to the deanery, the Dean kindly faluted Mrs. Pilking- 
ton, and, without allowing her time to (it down, bade 
ber come and (ee his library ; but merrily told Mr. PiU 
kuigton, who was for following them, that he did not 
fcfire his company. " Well," faid he to her, " I have 

* brought you here to (hew you all the money I got 

* when I was ki the miniftry ; but don't fteal any of 

* U." « I won't indeed^ Sir," faid (he. So opening a 
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cabinet, he (hewed her a parcel of empty dra^vers 
" Blefs me," fays he, " the money is flown." H 
then opened his bureau^ wherein he had a great numbe 
of curious trinkets of various kinds, fome of which wer 
prefented to him by the Earl and Countefs of Oxford 
Lady Mafliam, and Lady Betty Germain. Atlafl: coming 
to a drawer filled with medals, he bade her chufe two fo 
hcrfelf ; but he could not help fmiling, when (he begai 
to poize them in her hands^ chudng them by weight ra 
ther than antiquity. 

At dinner the Dean's behaviour was very humourous 
He placed himfclf at the head of his table, oppofite t( 
a great pier glafs, fo that he could fee in the glafs what 
€vcr the fervants did behind him. He was fervcd en 
tirely in plate, with great elegance. But the beef be 
ing over-roafted, put the company all in confufion. Th 
Dean called for the cook-maid, and ordered her to tak 
the beef down (lairs, and do it lefs. She anfwered, v€ 
ry innocently, that (he could not. " Why, what foi 
*^ of a creature are you,'* fays he, '^ to commit a faul 
" which cannot be amended V* And turning to Mn 
Pilkington, he faid very gravely, ^' That he hoped, i 
** the cook was a woman of genius, he (hould, by th; 
*^ manner of arguing, be able, in about a y^r's tim( 
^' to convince her (he had better fend up the meat to 
'* little than too much done ;" charging the men-l^rvant 
whenever they imagined the meat was ready, they (houl 
take it fpit and all, and bring it up by force, promiiin 
to aid them in cafe the cook refi(led. Then turning h 
eye on the looking-glafs, he efpied the butler opening 
bottle of ale ; and helping himfclf to the firft glafs, \ 
very kindly jumbled the red together, that his maflt 
and gueds might all fare alike. '^ Ha ! friend," fai 
the Dean, " Sharp's the word, I find , you drank ro 
" ale, for which I (lop two (luHings of your boan 
** wages this week ; for I fcorn to be outdone in ^ 
" thing, even in cheating." 

Dinner being ended, the Dean«thanked Mr. Pilkinj 
ton for his fermon : '* I never," faid he, *^ preached bi 
'* twice in my life ; and then they were not fermon 
<« but pamphlets.'* Mrs. Pilkington asked him, wh; 
Slight be the fubjc(a of them i He told her, they wa 

again 
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againft Wood's halfpence. Having asked Mr. and Mrs. 
Filkmgton if they could fmoke ; and being anAvcred^ 
that they did not ; " 'Tis a fign," faid he, " you were 
'^ neither of you bred in the univcrfity of Oxford ; for 
** drinking and fmbking are the firft rudiments of leam- 
" ing taught there ; and in thefe two arts no univcrfity 
^* in Europe can outdo them." Having asked Mrs. 
Pilkington, if (he had any faults ? " Pray, Mr. Dean/* 
faid Dr. Delany, ^* why will you be fo unpolite as to 
" fuppofe Mrs. Pilkington has any fauhs ?'* " I'll tell 
*' you," replied the Dean : " whenever I fee a number 
^ of agreeable <iualities in any perfon, I am always fure 
*' they have bad ones fufficient to poize the fcale." 
Mrs. Pilkington bowed, and told him, he did her great 
honour ; in that copying Bp. Berkeley, whom (he had 
frequently heard declare, That when any fpeech was 
made to him, which might be conftrued either into a 
compliment or an affront, or that had two handles^ he 
always took hold of the bed. 

The Dean then asked Mrs. Pilkington, if (he were a 

. Qpeen, what (he would chufe to have after dinner > 

' She anfwered, *^ Your converfation, Sir," Pooh ! '* 

£iid he, ** I mean, what regale." '* A difh of coflfee, 

i " sir," anfwered (he. Why then," faid he, '' I will 

** (b far make you as happy as a Queen ; you (hall 

I" have /bme ^in perfe<5lion : for when I was Chaplain to 
^ the Earl of Berkeley, who was in the government 
. ** here, I was fo poor, I was obliged to keep a coffee* 
; ' " hou4,- and all the nobility reforted to it to talk trea- 
I j *< fon." The Dean then fet about making the coffee : 
I f but the fire fcorching his hand, he called to Mrs. Pil* 
r kington to reach him his glove ; and changing the cof- 
i fce-pot to his left hand, held out his right one, order- 
p ing her to put the glove on it ; which accordingly (he 
- did ; when taking up part of his gown to fan himfelf 
^ sritb, and ading in the character of a prudi(h lady, he faid^ 

k" Well, I don't know what to think : women may be 
^' honeft that do facl* things ; but, for my part, I ne- 
at" <Vvcr could bear to touch any man's flefh — except my 
s, ^ hufband's ; whom, perhaps," (faid he) ** (he wiihei 
at <* at the devil." 
te •** Mr. pilkington," faid he, *^ you would not tell 
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*^ mc your wife's faults ; but I have found her out t 

^' be a d n'd infolent, proud, unmannerly flut, 

^< What has (he done now V faid Mr. Pilkingtoi 
^* Done," faid the Dean ; ** why nothing, but fat thei 
" quietly, and never once offered to interrupt me i 
<^ making the coffee ; whereas a lady of modern goc 
^* breeding would have Uruggled with me for the co 
^* fee-pot, till (he had made me fcald rayfelf and he 
'' and made me throw the cofiee in the fire, or perhaj 
^* at her head, rather than permit me to take fo muc 
«' trouble for her." 

Mrs. Filkington (laid at home with the Dean durir 
the time of the afternoon^s jfervice; and he made h( 
read his hiftory of the four laft years of Q. Anne, askir 
her at the conclufion of every period, whether: (he ui 
derftood it ? '* for I would," faid he, ** have it ii 

telligible to the meaneft capacity; and. if yon con 
*• prebend it, 'tis pofEble every body may." 

She accompanied the Dean to evening-prayer ; at 
on their return to the deanery, he told Mr. and Mrs, Pi 
kington, that he gave them leave to ftay to fuppei 
which, from him, was a fofEdent invitation* The Da 
then decanted a bottle of wine; and thelaft glafs beii 
muddy, he called to Mr. Pilkington to drink it; ^^ for 
fays be, <' I always keep fome poor parfon to drir 
^< the foul wine for me." Mr. Pilkington entering ii 
to his humour, thanked him, and told him, he did n< 
know the difference, bat was glad to get a glafs at ar 
rate* '* Why then," fakl the Dean, " yoiT (han't 
^^ for I'll drink it rayfelf. Why p—- x take you,: yc 
^' are wKer than a paltry curate whom I asked to dir 
'^ with me a few days ago ; for, upon my making, tt 
<^ tame fpeech. to him, he told me he did not undemao 
^* fuch uiage ; and fo walked off without his dinnei 
^^ By the fame token, I told the gentleman ^ho reoon 
** mended him to me, that the fellow was a blockhead 
^ and I had done with him." 

The Dean then mi(Hng his goMen: bottle-fcrew; tioli 
Mrs. Pilkington very (lernly, he was fure (he had ftolei 
it. She affirmed very ferioufly, (he had not. Upa 
which he looked for It, and found it where he hiimd 
had laid it : «^ 'Tis well for you," faid he^ « that 

« ha* 
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7C got it, or I would have charged you with theft.'* 
by, pray, Sir," faid (he, ** fhould I be fufpecfleJ 
\re than any other perfon in the company ?" " For 
'ery good xeafon^" faid Jie, *' becaufc you are the 
oreft." 

their going away, the Dean handed Mrs. Pllking- 
own all the (leps to tlie coacli, thanking them for 
onour of their company, at the fame time flipping 
her band as much money as Mr. Pilkington and Hie 
given at t"he offering In the morning, and coach- 
»lfo ; which fhe durfl: not rcfufe, left (he (hould 
been deemed as great a blockhead as the parfon 
refufed the thick wine. 

one of the Dean's periodical fits of deafnefs he fent 
TS. Pilkington ; who having come, be brought out 
r a large book, finely boind in turkey leather, 
landfomely gilt : " This,'* faid he, ^* is a tranflj- 
n of the epiftles of Horace, a pre^nt to me from 
; author ; 'tis a fpedal good cover ; but I have a 
nd there fhould be fomething valuable within fide 
it." So, taking out his penknife, he cut out ail 
raves dofe to the inner margin. Now," faid he, 
will give thefe what they grearfy wantj" and put 
all into the (ire. ^* Your talk, Madam, is to pafie 
thefe letters in this cover, in t\\e order I fhali give 
rm to you z I intended to do it myfelf, but that I 
3ught it might be a pretty amufcment for a child ; 
I ftnt for you." She told him, fhe was extremely 
1 to be honoured with his commands ; but requeft- 
I have leave to read the letters as (he went on.- 
hy, faid the Dean, ** provided you will acknow- 
I^e yourfelf amply rewarded for your trouble, I 
>n*t much care if I indulge you fo fir." 

reading the letters, fhe could not avoid Remarking 
c Dean, that, notwitliflanding the friendlhip Mr. 
profeffed for Mr. Gay, he could not forbear a great 
f fatirical, or, if fhe might be allowed to fay fb, 
>ns remarks on the iuccefs of the Beggir*s opera. 
Dean very frankly owned, he did not thifik Mr, 
was fo candid to the merit of other writers as he 
t to be. She then ventured to ask th^ Dean, whc- 
he thought the lines Mr. Pope addreffes hlnv \n\x.Vv 
OL. I. m Va 
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in tbe beginning of the Dunciad, v/cxe any complim< 
to him? viz. 

O thou ! whatever title f leafs thine ear. 

^^ 1 believe/' foid he, *' they were meant as fut 
<< but they are very ftifF/* " Indeed, Sir," faid (1 
^< he is fo perfectly a mafter of harmonious numbe 
*' that, had his heart been the lead affected with \ 
^ fubjedt, he mnft have writ better. How cold, h( 
'< forced^ are his lines to you, compared with yours 
** him? 

HaH^ happy Pope! whofe generous mind y &c. 

vol. 6. p. 32 

^* Here vre fee the mafterly poet, and the warm, fi 
^* cere, generous friend ; wliile he, according to t 
*' character he gives of Mr. Addifon, damns with fai 

« praife:'^ « Well," replied the Dean, '' III (h( 

^ you a late letter of his." He did fo ; and Mrs. P 
liington was (urprifed to find it filled with low and u 
gentleman-like reflexions, both on Mr. Gay, and t 
two noble perfons who honoured him with their patro 
age after his difappointment at court. ^< Well, M 
*' dam," f»d the Dean, " what do you think of ih 
<* letter ?" (feeing (he had gone quite through it) " I 
'* deedy Sir," (replied (he) «* I am forry I have re 
*< it ; for it gives me reafon to think there is no fu< 
** thing as a fincere friend to be met with in t! 

«' world." *^ Why," replied he," authors art as je 

*' lous of their prerogative as kings ; and can no mo 
*^ bear a rival in the empire of wit, than a monar 
*^ could in his dominions." Mrs. Pilkington then o 
lerving a Latin fentence writ in Italics, defired the De; 
to explain it. " No," replied he, fmiling, ^< 1*11 lea' 
•* that for your hufband to do. 1*11 fend for him 
^^ dine with us, and in the mean time we'll go and tal 

<« a walk in Naboth's vineyard.'* " Where may th 

'< be, pray. Sir ?" faid Ihc. « Why, a garden," fa 
the Dean, *^ 1 cheated one of my ndghbonrs out of 
When they entered the garden, ,or rather the fiel 
which was fquare, and inclofed with a ftone wall, tl 
Pfian asked her how ihe liked it I *^ Why, pray, Sir 

fa 
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ad the, *' Where is the garden V " Look behind vou/^ 
faid he. She did fo ; and obferved the fouth wall wa9 
lined with brick, and a great number of fruit tree9 
planted again(i it, which being, then in bfoflTomy look« 
cd very beautiful." ** What are you fo intent on/* faicS 
the Dean. ** The opening bloom," replied (he ; wbicb 
broaght Wallef's lines to her remembrance; 

Nope waits upon the fhw^ry prime, 

« Oh 1" replied he, '* you are in a poetfcar vefn ; I 
*' thought you had been takmg notice of my wall. 
" 'Tis the beft in Ireland. When the mafons were 
•* building it, (as moft tradefmen are rogiaes) I watch- 
'* cd them very clofe, and as often as they could, they 
'* pot in a rotten (lone ; of which however I took na 
•* notice, till they had built three or four perches be- 
** yond it. Now, as I am an abfolute monarch in the 
^ liberties, and king of the mob, my way with them 
** was, to have the wall thrown down to the place 
•* where I obferved the rotten ftone ; and, by doitig fa 

* five or fix times, the workmen were at laft convinced 
^ it was their intereft to be honed :"— <' Or elfe, Sir,'» 
laid Mrs. Pilkington, " your wall would have been ay 
" tedious a piece of work as Penelope's web, if all that 
^ was done in the day was to be undone at night." 

* Well," anfwered the Dean," ** 1 find you have poet- 

* ry for every occaflon ; but as you cannot keep pace 
^ with me in walking, I would have you (k down on 

* that little bank, till you are reftcd, or i tired, to- 
^ put US more upon a par." 

She feated herfelf, and away the Dean walked, or 
rather trotted as hard as ever he could drive. She could 
I Dot help fmiiing at his odd gait ; for (he thought to 
I herielf, he had written fo much in praife of horfes, that 
he was relblved to imitate them as nearly as he could. 
As (he was indulging tliis fancy, the Dean returned to* 
lier, and gave her a ftrong confirmation of his partiali- 
ty to thole animals. ** I have been confidering, Ma- 

* dam, as I walked," faid he, " what a fool Mr. Pil- 

* kington was to marry you ; for he could have af- 
•* forded to keep a horfe for lefs money than you coft 

) •him; and that, you muft confefs, would have given 
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*' him belter exercife and more pleafure than a wifr. 

" —Why, youkugby and don't anfwer me — is not it 

« truth ?" " I muft anlwcr you, Sir,'" replied' (kc^ 

' ' with another queftion : Prav how can- a- bachelor 
'* judge of this matter ?*' *' I nnd," faid he *^ you arc 
** vain enough to give yourfeif the preference.'*' I do, 
** Sir," replied (he, to that fpecies here ; to a Houyha- 
" hnm I would, as becomes me, give preference. But^ 
'< Sir, 'tis going to rain."— ^* I hope not,** faid he, 
*' for that will coft me fixpcnce for a coach for you," 
•^ (the garden being at fome dilbnce from the honfe.) 
*' Come, hafte ; O how the teller trembles in my pocket !." 
She obeyed, and they got in a doors jud time enough to 
cfcape a heavy (hower. ^* Thank God," faid the Dean, 
** I have faved my money. Here, you fellow," (to the 
Jcrvant) " carry this (ixpence to the lame old man that 
** fells gingerbread at the corner, becaufe he tries to do 
•' fomething, and does not beg.** 

Mrs. Pilkington was (hewed into a little ftrcet-par- 
lour, where was Mrs. Brent, hb houfekeepcr. " Here,*' 
iays he,. ** Mrs. Brent^^ take care of this child, while I 
<< take my walk out within doors.'* The Dean thea 
lan up the great flairs, down one pair of back-ftairs, 
up another, in fo violent a manner, that Mrs. Pilkiog- 
ton could not help exprefling her uneaCnefs to Mrs. Brent, 
led he (hould fall, and be hurted. Mrs. Brent (aid, it 
was a cuflomary exercife with him, when the weadier. 
did not permit him to walk abroad. 

Mrs. Brent then told Mrs. Pilkington of the Dean's 
charity ; of his giving above half of his yearly income 
in private penflons to decayed families ; and keepiqg 
500 1. in the conftant fervice of induftrious poor, which 
he lent out 5 1 at a time, and took the payment back 
at I 8. a- week, which, (he obferved, did them m^rt 
fervice than if he gave it to them entirely, as it obliged 
them to work, and at the fame time kept up this cha- 
iJtablc fund for the affiftance of many. *' You cannot 
*^ imagine," faid (he, " what numbers of poor traded 
*^ men, who have even wanted proper tools to qarry 
** on their work, have, by this fmall loan, been pat 
' into a proipcrous way, and brought up their familiet 

CI m 
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•* In credit. The Detn^" added fhe, *' has found out 
*^ a new method of bdng charitable^ in which, how« 
** ever, I believe, he will have but few followers* 
'^ which is, to debar himfelf of what he calls the fuper- 
^ fluities of life, in order to adminifter to the necefli-* 
'^ ties of the diftreiled. You juft now faw an inftance 
** of it ; the money a coach would have coft hiro^ he 
** gave to a poor man unable to walk. When he dines 
** alone, he drinks a pint of beer, and gives away the 
^ price of a pint of wine. And thus he adls in number* 
« lefs inftances." 

The Dean came to dine with Mr. and Mrs. Pillungton 
at their Lilliputian palace, as he called it ; and, who 
could have thought it ^ he jud looked into the parlour,, 
and ran up into the garret, then into Mrs. Pilkington's - 
bedchamber and library, and from thence down to the^ 
kitchen ; and the houfe being very clean, he compli- 
mented her upon it, and told her that was his cuflom ;. 
and that it was from the cleanlinefs of the garret and 
kitchen, he judged of the good houfewifery of the mt- 
ftrcfs of the houfe ;. for no doubt but a flut would have * 
the room clean where the guefis were to be enter- 
tained. 

He was fbmetimes very rude, even to his fuperiors ; 
•f which the following (lory, related to Mrs. Pilkington 
Vy bimieJf^inay.ferve aijone inftance amongft a thoufand' 
others. 

The lad time he was in London, he went to dine 
vitb the Earl* of Burlington, who was then but newjy 
birricd. The Earl being willing, 'tis fuppofed, to 
lave Ibmt diverfion, did not introduce him to his lady, 
•or mention his name* It is to be obferved, . that his 
|own was gaoerally very rufty, and his perfoa no way' 
citraordiiiary% After, dinner, faid the Dean, ** Lady 
* Burlington, I hear- you can fing ; fing*me a fong.'* 
The lady looked^on 4hia unceremomoirs manner of dk« 
ing a favour with ^illafte, and politively reftjfcd him. 
He faid, (he (hould fing, or he would make her* ** Why^.. 
*^ Madam, 1 fuppo(e you take me for one of your poor 
** Englifb hedge parrons:< fing when I bid you." A«> 
Ae Earl did nothing but laugh at this freedom, the la^- 
ij was-£b vexed; that (lie burft into tears, ^ndTetised^^ 
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His fidl compliment to her when he faw her agam^ 
was, " Pray, Madam, are you as proud, and as ill-natu- 
jed now, as when I faw you laft ?" To which /he an- 
fwered, with great good humour, " No, Mr. Dean ; 
^ I'll fing for you, if you pleafe.*' From which time 
he conceived great cdecm for her. But who that knew 
him would take ofience at his bluntnefs ? 

Mrs. Pilkington could not recollect that ever (he faw 
the Dean laugh ; perhsps he thought it beneath him ^ 
for when any pleafantry pad, which might have exci- 
ted it, he ufed to fuck his checks to avoid rifibility. 
He ufed freauently to put her in mind of Shakefpeac's 
defcription of Caflius. 

He is a great difcerper, and he looks 
Quite through the deeds of men - 



ikcldom hcfmiles, and fniiles io iiich a fort 

As if he mcckM himfalf, and fcornM his lif^lrtt. 

That could, be mov'd to foiile at any thing. Jul. (Ufir, 

Mrs. Pilkington believed the Dean's early yooth dii 
not prbmife that bright day of wit which has fince eir^ 
lightened the tearnvd would WhilA he was at the uni- 
verfity of Dublin^ he was iafas from being dtftinguifb- 
ed for any fuperiority of parts or learning, that he wae 
flopped of his degree as a dunce. When (He heaod-the 
Dean relate this cifcumftance^ (he told^him, (he fuppo-- 
fed he had been idle : but he afErmed to the contrary,. 
flflTuring her be was really dull. V^hich^ if true^ is ve^ 
ibrprifing. 

'* I have,'^ fays (he, ^ often been led to look on the 
^ world as a garden, and t|pre human. minds as Co mSf- 
^ ny plants, let by the hand of the great Creator for 
*f utility and ornament. Thus fome, we fee> early pr<K 
*^^ duce beautiful blofToms^ and as foon fade away; o- 
^ thers, whofe gems are more flow in unfolding, bat 
^* more permanent when blown ; and others again^ 
^ who, though longer- in arriving at perfeftion, not os- 
^ ly blefs. us then with fhade and odour,, but alfo widi. 
^ delicious whdefome ftuit.'* 

He was. a perpetual firiend to> merit and learning;- and; 
Utterly incapable of envy;, for, in true genuine wit, he* 
coulli fear no rivali. 

U ha» been often ol^erved; that where great talent*^ 
«K 6c^flWje.d;^ ttem tKc: ilrpngeft paffigns are likewifij 
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pvtn. This great man did but too often let them 
have dominion over him, and that on the moft trifling 
occafions. During raeai-times he was evermore in a 
florm; the meat was always too much or too little 
done, or the fervants had ofiended in fome point, im- 
perceptible to the red of the company : however, when 
the cloth was taken away, he made his guefts rich a- 
mends for the pain he had given. For then 
Was truly mingled in the friendly bowl 
The feaft of reafon, and the flow of foul. Pope» 
Tet he prefervcd ftriA temperance : for he never drank 
ibove half a pint of wine, in every gla(s of which he 
nixed water and fugar : yet, if he liked his company, 
would fit many hours over it, unlocking all the fprings 
•f policy, learning, true humour, and inimitable wit. 

The following ftory the Dean told to Mrs. PiJkington; 

A clergyman, who was a mod learned fine gentleman,. 
Int, uncKr the fofteft and politeft appearance, concealed 
the moll turbulent ambition, having made his merit as 
a preacher too eminent to be overlooked, had it early 
lewarded with a mitre. Dr. Swift went to congratu- 
late him on it ; but told him, he hoped> as his Lordfhijp 
was a iMtive of Ireland, and had now a feat in the hou^ 
of Peers, he would employ his powerful elocution in the 
fervice of his diftrefied country. The prelate told him, 
the bilhoprick was but a very fraall one, and he could 
not hope for a better, if he did not oblige the court. 
** Very well," fays Swift, '^ then it is to be hoped^ 
^ when yon have a better, you will become an honeft: 
^ man." *^ Ay, that I will, Mr. Dean," fays hc» 
" Tdl then, my Lord, farewell," anfwered Swift. 
This Prelate was twice tranflated to richer fees ; and 
on every tranflation. Dr. Swift waited on him to remind* 
him of his promife ;. but to no pnrpofe ; there was now 
an archbiihoprick in view, and till that was obtained,. 
Bothing coald be done. Having in a fhort time like- 
wife got this, he then fent for the Dean, and told him,. 
"^ I am now at the top of my preferment ; for I well 
** know no Irilhman will ever be made, primate ; there- 
^ fore, as I can rife no higher in fortune or ftation, I 
* will zealoufly promote the goo J of my country." 
And from that time he commenced a molt outrageous^ 
Mriot.. 
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A Criticism on Swift's Pros* 
Writings. 

By the Earl of Orrery^ 

TF we confider Swift's profe works,, we ihall find a certala 
X mafierly concifenefs in their ftyle, that hath never been equal- 
led by any other writer. The truth of this aflertion will more 
cvidentiy appear, by conrpariog him with fomeof the authors 
of his awn time. Of the(e Dr. Tillotfon and Mr. Addifon are 
to be numbered among the moft eminent. Addifon hath all 
the powers that can captivate and improve : his di£lion is eaf^» 
bis periods are well turned, his ezprefllons are flowing, and hit 
bumour is delicate. Tillotfon is nervous, grave, majeftic, and 
perfpicuous. We muft join both thofe charaAeis together to 
tonn a true idea of Dr. Swift : yet as he outdoes Addifon ia 
humour, he excels Tillotfon in perfpicuity. The Archbiihop 
iadeed confined himfelf to fubjeAs relative to his profeiSon : 
but Addifon and Swift are more diflufive writers. They con* 
tiaually Tary in their manner, and treat different topics in a 
lifeient ftyie. When the writings of Addifon terminate in 
farty, he lofes himfelf extremely, and from a delicate and juft 
comedian, deviates into one of the loweft kind^. Kot fo Dr» 
Swift. He appears like a mafterly gladiator. He wields the 
fvord of party with eafe, juftncfs, and dexterity : and while 
lie entertains tlie ignorant and the vulgar, he draws an equal 
itteotion from the learned and the great When he is feriou8» 
j^ gravity becomes him; when he laughs, his readers muft 
oush with him. But what fli:ill be faid tor his love of trifles, 
•Id his want of delicacy and decorum? errors, that if he did 

iw contrail, at leafl he increafed in Ireland. They arc without 
tparillel, I hope they will ever remain fo. Thefirft of them 
*we merely from his love of flattery, with which he was daily 
&d in that kingdom : the fecond proceeded from the mifan- 
I^pyofhisdifpofition, which induced him peeviflily to de« 
^e mankind, and even to ridicule human nature itfelf. Poli- 
^ were his favourite topic, as they gave him an opportunity 
^gratifying his ambition, and thirft of power: yet in this road 
'^hu fcldom continued long in one path. He has written mif- 
^neoufly, and has chofen rather to appear a wandering co- 
^ than a fixed flar. Had he applied^he faculties of his mind 
iteone great and ufeful work, he muft have fhincd more glori» 
JiAjt and might have enlightened a whole planetary fyftcm in 
■5 iwlitical world. 

There are fome pieces in his works that I dcfpife, others that 
*i*Uh, but many more that delight and improve me. The 

• S^ the fupm (alUJ tit Freeholder, 
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former are not worthy of notice. They arc of no fiirt 
than to Ihew us, in general, the errors of human natun 
to convince us, that neither the height of wit nor gcni 
bring a man to Cuch a degree of perfection, as y^mty 
often prompt him to believe. 

In a difquiGtion of this fort, I Hiall avoid as much as p 
any annotations ujion that kind of fatire in which the D 
dulged himfdfagainft particular pcrfons: mofl ot who 
probable provoked his rage by their own mifconduft, an 
lefjuently owed to their own ralhncfs the wounds which t 
CCivedfrom his pen. But 1 have no delight in thofc i 
writings, except for the fake of the wit, which, either i 
ral or in particular fatire, is equally to be admired. The 
wit will always remain keen, and its blade will be brifi 
Ihinirig, when the ftone upon which it has been whetted, i 
out, or thrown afide and forgotten. Perfonal fatire agai 
magiftrates, corrupt minifters, and thofe giants of powc 
fforge them(elves with the intrails of their country, is di 
from that perfonal fatire, which too often proceeds i 
from fclf love or ill- nature. The one is written in deft 
the public, the other in defence of ourfelves. The 
armed by the fword of juftice, and encouraged not only 
voice of the people, but by the principles of morality ; 
ther is dilated by paffion, fupported by pride, and app 
by flattery. At the fame time that I (ay this, I think 
man of wit has a right to laugh at fools, who give offe 
at coxcombs, who are public nuifances. Swift indeed i 
no weapon of farcafm untried, no branch of fatire, i 
vated: but while he has maintained a perpetual war agai 
mighty men in power, he has remained invulnerable, 
iriQonous. 

See the crtticilbas prefixed to vols. 6. 8q 9* 
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Written for the univerfal improvement of mankind. 
Diu multumque dejideratum. 

To vhich are added, 

Ln Account of a BATTLE between the A k- 
ciENT and M o D E Rj( Books in St. James's 
Library ; and^ 

A Difcourfe concerning the Me c h a k i c a l O p b« 
ration of the SPIRIT. 

With the Author's Apology; and^ 

Explanatory notes, by W. fFotton, B. D. and others. 

Safima cacahafa eanaa^ irraumifta diarhada caeota hafr 
bor camelanthi, Iren. lib. i. cap. i8. 

Juvatque novcs decerper^ fiores^ 
Infigncmque meo cafstl pet ere inde coronam^ 
Unde prius nulli veJarunt Umpcra mufg. Lucret. 

The Author's Apologit. 

IF good and ill nature equally operated upon mankind^ 
I might have faved myielf the trouble of this apo- 
^ logy ; for it is manifeft, by the reception the following 
I difcourfe hath met with, tlmt thofe who approve it, are 
a great majority among the men of tafte. Yet there have' 
been two or three treatifea written exprefsly againft it, 
befides many others that have flirted at it occafionally^. 
without one fyllable having been e?er publlfhed in its 
i defence, or even quotation to its advantage, that f can 
L remember ; except by the polite author of a late dif> 
I courfe between a Deift and a Soctnian. 
. Therefore^ Gnce the book feemt calculated to live at 
^ lead as long as our language and our tafte admit no great 
•Iterations; I am content to convey fome apology aionv 
with it. ^ 
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The greateft part of that book was finifhed about thir- 
teen years fincc, 1696; which is eight years before it 
VMS publiflied. The author was then young, his inven- 
tion at the height, and his reading frefh in his head. By 
the afliftance of fome thinking, and much converfation, 
he had endeavoured to drip himfelfof as many real pre- 
judices as he could : I fay, real ones ; becaufe, under 
the notion of prejudices, he knew to what daqgcroui 
heights fome men have proceeded. Thus prepared, he 
thought the numerous and grofs corruptions in Teligion 
and learning might furnifh matter for a fatire, that would 
be ufefiil and diverting. He refoived to proceed in a 
manner that (hould be altogether new ; the world having 
been already too long naufeated with endlefs repetitions 
upon every fubjeft. The abufcs inreligron he propofed 
to fet forth in the allegory of the coatai^ and the three 
brothers ; which was to make un the body of the dif- 
courfe : th<tfe in feaming he chofe to introduce by way 
of digcelKons. He was then a young gentleman much 
in the world ; and wrote to the tafte of thofe who were 
like hunfelf : therefore, in order to allure them, he gave 
a liberty to his pen, which might not fuit with maturer 
yeart, or graver chara^ers ; and which he could have 
eafily correded with a very few blots, had he been mafter 
of his papers for a year or two before their publication. 

Not that he would have goveroied his judgment by the 
ill-placed cavils oi the four, the envious, the flupid, and 
the taftelefs ; which he mentions with difdain. He ac- 
knowledges there are feveral youthful fallies, wliich, from 
the grave and the wife, may deferve a rebuke. But he 
defires to be anfwerable no farther than he is guilty ; and 
that his faults may not be multiplied by the ignorant, the 
unnatural, and uncharitable applications of thofe, who 
have neitlier candor to fuppo(c good meanings, nor pa- 
late to diftingulih true ones. After which, he will for- 
feit his life, if any one opinion can be fairly deduced 
from that book^ which is contrary to religion or mora< 
lity. 

Why (hould any clergyman of oor church be angry 
(ee the follies of Fanaticifm and Superftition expofed, 
though in the mod ridiculous manner I fince that is per< 
tmp$ the molt probable way to cure them, or at leaft to 
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Vmder them from farther fpreading. Befides, though it 
was not intended for their perufal, it rallies nothing but 
what they preach, againft. It contains nothing to pro* 
voke them by the lead fcurrility upon their perfons or 
their fundlions. It celebrates the church of England as 
the moft perfedt of all others in difclpline and doflrine ; 
it4ulvances no opinion they r€Je(5ly nor condemns any 
they receive. If the clergy's refentments lay upon their 
hands^ in my humble epinion> they might have found 
more proper objeds to employ them on. Nondum tthi 
iiffttit hftis ; I mean thofe heavy, illiterate fcrlbblers, 
proftitute in their reputations, vicious in their lives^ 
and ruined in their fortunes ^ who, to the (harae of good 
fenfe, as well as pietyi are greedily read, merely upon 
the (Irength of bold, falfe, impious aflertions, mixed 
with unmannerly reflexions upon the prieflhood, and 
openly intended againft all religion ; in (hort, full of 
fuch principles as are kindly received, becaufe they are 
levelled to remove thofe terrors, that religion tells mea 
Will be the con&quence of immoral lives. Nothing like 
which is .to be met with in this difcourfe, though fome 
of them are pleafed fo freely to cenfure it. And I wifh 
(here were no other inftance of what I have too fre- 
quently obferved^ that many of that Reverend body are 
not always very nice in diftinguifliing between their ene* 
mies and their friends. 

Had the author*s intentions met with a more candid 
interpreution from fome, whom out of refpeA he for- 
bears to name, he might have been encouraged to an 
I examination of books written by fome of thofe authors 
above defcribed ; whofe errors, ignorance^ dulnefs, and 
vUlany, he thinks he could have detected and expofed in 
foch a manner, that tlie perfons ^o are mod con* 
cdved to be infedled by them, would foon lay them a* 
Cde, and be afharoed. But he has now given over thofe 
thoughu ; fmce the wtlghtieft men ♦ in the weightiefl 

Illations, are pleafed to think it a more dangerous point, 
to lauffh at thofe corruptions in religion, which they 
t^feTves niuil difapprove, than to endeavour pulling 

' * Alhiding to Dr. Sharp the Archifliop of York's reprcfen- 
fition of the author. Havkefworth. 

Vol. I. A ^'i 
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Ffip thofe verj foundations wherein all Chriftians 'have 

:agreed. 

He thinks^it no fair proceedings that any perfon (hould 
.offer determinately to fix a name upon the author of this 
■difcourfe, who hath all along concealed himfelf from moft 
.of his neareft friends : yet feveral have gone a farther 
ftep, and pronounced another book ♦ to have been the 
work of the fame hand with this ; which the author di- 
reiftly affirms to be athorough millake, he having yet ne- 
ver fo much as. read that difcouHe : A plain-indancejiov 
little truth there often is in general furmifes^ or in con« 
jedtures drawn from a fimilitude of ilyle^ or way of thmk- 
.ing. 

Had the author wntten a book to expofe the abufes in 
Jaw, or in phyfic, he brieves the learned profbfTors ia 
cither faculty would have been fo far from refenting it, 
as to have given him thanks for his pains ; efpecially if hie 
had made an honourable refcrvation for the true pradiee 
of either fcience. But. religion, they tell us, ought not 
to be ridiculed ; and they tell us truth : yet furely the 
corruptions in it may.; for we are taught by the tritcft 
maxim in the world, that religion beins the be& of things 
its corruptions are likely to be the wom. 

There is one thing which the judicious reader cannot 
but have obferved, that fome of thofe pafTages in this 
.difcourfe, which appear moft liable to objedtion, are 
what they call parodies, where the author perfbnatei 
the ftyle and manner of other writers, \^hom he has. a 
mind to expofe. I (hall produce one inflance-; it is in 
feft. 1. parag. .3. from the end, p. 47. Drydcn, L'B- 
^ttrange, and fome others I (hall not name, are here leveU 
led at ; who, having fpent their lives in fadlion, and apo- 
ilafles, and all manner of vice, pretended to be foffefew 
for loyalty and religion. So Dryden tells us, in one of 
Jiis prefaces, of his merits and fufferings ; thanks God« 
.that he pofefes kis/oul in patience ; in other placet he 
(talks at the ^me rate ; and L'^Eftrange often ufei tbc 
like ftyle ; and I believe the reader may find more ptf^ 
■Tons to give that padage an application. But this ' 1^ 
enough to diredt thofe who may have overlooked the iO* 
tfaor's intention. 
* inciter ^ooccining entbuiiaiin. 
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There are three or four other pafTages^ whidi preju* 
diced or ignorant readers have drawn, by great force^ to 
Bint at ill meanings ; as if they glanced at (bme tenets in* 
religion. In anfwer to all whrch^ the author fblemnly 

protefts he is entirely innocent ; and nev«r had it once 
in bis thoughts, that any thing he faid would in the lea(t 
tie capable of fuch interpretations ; whicli he will engage 
to deduce full a» fairly from the mod innocent book \tv 
the world. And it will be obvious to every reader^ that 
this was not any part of his fcheme or defign ; the a- 
bufes he notes^ being fuch as ail church -of-£ngland meii> 
agree in: nor was it proper for his fubj^ to meddle 
with other points, than fuch as have been perpetually 
controverted (ince the reformation. 

To indance only in that pafFage about the three wooden 
machines mentioned iii the introduction : In the original 
manuicripr there was a defcription of a fourth, which 
tbofe who had the papers in their power^ blotted out^ as 
Hwing foroething m it of fatire, that, 1 fuppofe, they 
thought vtras too particular ; and therefore they wore 
forced to change it to the number thr^e ; from whence 
Ibme have endeavoured to fqueeze out a dan^rous mean*-' 
kg, that was never thought on. And indeed the conceit 
vas half fpoiled by changing the numbers ; that oi four 
being mnch more cabalidic, and therefore better expofing. 
the pretended virtue of numbers ; a fuperflition there in^ 
tended to be ridiculed • 

Another thing..to be obferved, is, tfiat there generally 
nns an irony through the thread of the whole book ^^^ 

! which the men of talle will oblerve and diftinguifh, and 

' which will render fome obje^ions that have been made^ 
very weak and infignificant. 

This apology beingchiefly intended forthe (atisfa^ioit 
if future readers, it may be thought unnecelTary to take 

' iny notice of fuch treatifes as have been written againft 

I the enfuing difcourfe ; which are already funk into wafte* 
paper and oblivion, after the ufual fate of common an* 
iwerers to books which are allowed to have any merit, 
i They are indeed like annuals, tliiat grow about a young 
j tree, and feem to vie with it for a fummer ; but fall and 
■ Ac with the leaves in autumn, and are never heard of any 
' aore. When Dr. Eachard writ his book about the con* 
A 2 Utci)^ 
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tempt of the clergyy nombers of thofe anfWerers immedi- 
ately Aarted up, whofe memory if he had not kept alive 
by his repliesy it would now be utterly unknown, that he 
ivere ever anfwered at att. There is indeed an exception^ 
^hexi>any great genius thinks it worth his while to expoic 
a fboKfli piece. So we ftili read Maryel's anfwer to 
Parker * with pleafare, though the book it anfwers be 
fnnk long ago ; fo the £ari of Orrery's remarks will be 
read with delight, when the diiPertation he expofes wiA 
neither be fought nor found f • But thefe are no enter- 
prifes for common hands, nor to l>e hoped for above once 
or twice in an age. Men would be more cautious of 
lofing their time in fuch an undertaking, if they did but 
coniidcr, tliat to anfwer a book effeAually, requires more 
pains and ikill, more wit, learning, and judgment, than 
>vere emplbyed ra the writing ih And the author alTures 
thofe gentlemen who have given tbemfehres that trouble 
ynfith him; that bis difceur^ is the prodnd of the (ludy, 
the obfcrvation, and the invention of feveral years ; that 
he often blotted out much more than he Mt; and if hik 
papers had not been- a long time out of his poflefBon^ 
they mud have dill undergone more fevere corre6ions« 
And do they think fuch a building is to be battered with 
dirt-pellets> however in venomed the mouths may be that 
difcharge them ^ He hath feen the produ<5tions but- of two 
anfwerers ; one of which at fird appeared as from an un- 
known hand, but fince avowed by a perfon j:, who up^ 
on fome occafions hath difcovcred no ill vein of hu- 
mour. It is a pity any occafion (hould put him under i 
neceflity of bekig fo hady in his produdions, which o- 
iherwife might often be entertaining. . But there were 

* Parker, aftcpwardi Biftop of Oxford, wrote many trca- 
tifcs againft the dilTcnterSy with infolcncc aod contempr, fays 
Burnet, that enraged them beyond meafure ; for which he wal 
chaftifcd by Andrew Marvel, under- fccrctary to Milton, in a 
little book called, The Rehearfal tranfprofed. Hatvkej: 

t Boyle's remarks upon Bentley's diffcrtation on the epiftkt 
of Phalaris. Hawief. 

I Suppofed to be Or. William King, the civilian, author of 
an account of Denmark, a diHertation on famplars, and othes 
pieces of burlefquc on the Ro)ral Society, and the art of 
cooker/, in imitation of Horace's art of poetry, {re, Hawktf* 

othet 
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otNer reafbns obvious enough for his mifcarriage in this : 
he writ againft the convidUon of his talent^ and entered 
upon one of the wrongeft attempts in nature, to turn - 
into ridicule, by a week's labour^ a work, which had 
ooft Co much time, and met with fo much fuccefs in ridi«- 
cnliDg others. The manner how he handled hit fiije^p . 
1 have how forgot ; having juil looked it over, when it 
firftcameour^ as others did^ merely for the fike of the* 
dde* 

The other anfwer is from a perfow of a graver cha*- 
nAor, and isfnadenp of half invedive, and half anno- 

! tationf ; in the latter of which he hath generally fuc« 
oeeded well enough. And the proje£l^ at that time, was^ 
not ami(s to draw tn readers to his pamphlet ; (everal ha* 
Ting appeared defirous, that there might he fbme ex*^ - 
plicatroif of the more difficult pafiages. Neiiher can he 
K altogether blamed for offering at the invedtive part ; ; 
becaufe it is agreed on all hands, that the author had ^ 
given him fufficient provocation. The great objection > 
is againft his manner of treating it, very unfuitable to • 
one of his fun^on. It was determined by a fair majo« - 
rity, that this anfwerer>had, in a way not to be pardon*- 

. ed, drawn his pen «gainft « certain great man then alive, . 

/ and univerfally reverenced for every good quality that 
toald poffibly enter into the compoiition of the mod ac- - 

' complifliedpierfon. lfe*was^blerved, how< he was plea« 
led^ and affefled, to have that < noble writer caUed his 
adverlary ; and it was a point of fatire well-direAed ; . 
for I have been told, Str William Temple* was fufficientA- 
ly mortified at the term.' All the men of wk and po* 
Beoefs were immediately up in arms through kidigna*- 

^ ♦ This wc cannot recover at p^cC:h^ it being fo- abfolutcly! 

"^ iargottcD, the oldcft bookfellers in trade- remember nothing of 

-' it. Hrwkif, 

*! t Wotton's defence of hb reflleCtions upon-'ancicnt and mo. 

I dern learning. From -the annotations are feleif-ed the notes- 

A figned, IT. Wmom, Thus Wottoit appears bufied to illuAratc 

I a work, which he laboured- to condemnr and adJs force to a 

fittire pointed againft himfelf: as cap(i>res were bound to the 

■-' chariot. wheel of the viftor, and compelled \o incrcafc the 

•^' pomp of his triumph| whom they had in vain attempted to 

^^ A3. iiww- 
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tioV, iwlrich prevailed'' over thejr coirtempt^ by the e<Rt^ 
fequences they apprehended from (iich an example ; aad 
it grew Porfeana's cafe ; idem trecenti juravimtts. la 
ftorty things were ripe fbir a general infurrediony till 
my Lord Orrery had a littk hid the i^itiXy and fettled 
llhe ferment. Bnc, his Lordfhip being principally en* 
gaged with another antagonift*, it was thought ite* 
ceiTaryy in order to quiet the nimd» of men, that this 
cppofer (hould receive a reprimand^ which partly ocCa- 
fioihed that difcourfc of the BtUtlff of the books \ and the 
•cithor Was ferther at the pains to infert one or two it*- 
marks on him in tflie body of the book. 

This anfwetev has been pleafed to find ^nlt withaboot 
ft dozen pafages, which the aathor will not be at tkie 
trouble of defending^ farther than by afl^ing the readdr, 
that, for the greaeer part, the reflcAer is entirely vakC^ 
taken, and forces interpretations wiiich never once em* 
teredinto the Writer's head, nor will (he » fure) inttf 
that of any rearder of tafte and candour. He allows two- 
or three at mod;, there peodneed, to have been deliver'^ 
cd unwarily ; lot which 6e defires to plead the excufe 
offered already, of his youth, «id frankncfs of fpeecii^ 
and his papers being out of his power at the time they 
irerc publiihed. 

But this anfwerer infills, snd fays, what be chiefly 
diflikes, is the dejign. What that was, I have already 
told ; and I bdieve there is fiot a peribn in England w4i^ 
can undcrfhnd that book, that ever imagined it to h«v» 
^ieen any thing elfe, but to expofe the abufes and cor-^ 
xuptions in learning and religion. 

Bnt it would be good to know what defign this reficA'^ 
cp was ferving, when he concludes his pamphlet with a 
caution to th'e reader^ to beware of thinking the iu* 
thor's wit was entirely his own. Sorely t!his muft htve* 
bad foroo allay of peribnal animofity, at leaft mixed, 
with the defigfi of ferving the public by fo ufeful a dit 
covery ; and it indeed touches the author in a tenddR 
point ; who infids upon it, that, througb the wholtf- 
book, he has not borrowed one finglc hint from sttf 
writer In the world ; and he thought, of all crlticifi&f^ 

* jkmlcy^ conccrcing f halaris aad ^Ifop. Jiawkef, 
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^tf^Ali mev«r have been one* He ceftecived, it wss 
r difputed to be «i originaly whatever 6uks it might 
w However^ this anfwerer produces riiree inftao* 
or prove this anthor^s vokis mt hts own in manyfia^ 

The firife is, that the naittea of Peter ^ Martin^ and 
\f are borrowed firooi a letter of the lace Duke oC 
[iogham *. Whatever wit ts oontaiaed in ibofe 
I naniea, the aathor la content t» give it op, and 
ca his readers wiU fubtnid as much as they placed 
1 that account ; at the fame time protefting folenui* 
:hat he never once heard of that letter, except ia- 

pajlage of the anfwerer t. fo- that the names were 
borrowed,, as he affirms, though they fliould happen: 
e the fame ; which, however,, is odd enoogh^ and 
t he hardly believes ; that of Jack being not qnite 
bvious as the other two. The (econd inflance to 
r the author's tuit rs not his own'^.h Peter*s himter 
he calls it in his Aliatia pbraie) upon: tranfubftao^ 
KMi, which b taken from the iame £>ake's con£> 
e with an Idlh pried, where a cork is turned into a 
e. This the author confefies to have fecn about (en 
8 after his book was written, and a year or two after 
IS pobiifhed. Nay, the anfwerer overthrows this bim- 
; for he allows the /ii/^ was written in- 1697; and^ 
mk, that pamphlet was not printed in many years 
r. It was neceHary, that corruption ihouid have 
e all^ory as weli as the rtd ; and the author in* 
ted the properc^ he could,, without enquiring what 
*r people had written ; and the commoneft reader 

find, there is not the leaft refemblanoe between the 

ftories. The third inftance is. in tbefe words :./' 
toe been dfuredy that the hattle in St* James's iibrary 
mutatis mutandis, taken out of a French hook, intitled^. 
■btttdes livres, ifl mijrememher not. In which paf- 
i there are two claufes obierv-able :. I have heen affie* 
; and, if I mijrememher not. I defire firft to know^ 
ither, it that conjedhue proves an utter falfchood,, 
k two daufes will be a fu^Ecient excofe for this wor> 
critic. The matter is a trifle : but would he vcn- 
t to pronounce at this rate upon one of greater mo* 
at ? I know nothing more contemptible in a writer, 
: ViUen. 
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dian thecharafter of a plagiary ; which he here fixes at 
ft venture ; and this not for a pafTage, but a whole dif* 
courfe, taken out from another book, only mutatis mw 
tandis. The author it as much in the dark about this^ 
as the anfwerer; and will imitate him by an affirmation 
at random ; that if there be a wovd of truth in this rc« 
flexion, he is a paultry, imitating pedant, and the an<r 
fwerer is a perfbn of wit, manners^ and truth. He takes 
Iris boldnels, from never having feen* any fuch treatiie in 
his life^ nor heard of it before ; and he is fure it is im- 
poflible for two writers of different times and countries^ 
to agree in their > thoughts after- fuch a. manner, that: 
two continued diicouHes (hall be the (ame, only muta*- 
th mutandis* Neither wiU he infiil upon the miftake in 
the title. But let the anfwerer:and his friend produce 
any book they pleafe, he -defies (hem to (hew one fingJt 
prticular, where the judicious reader will afirm he has 
teen obliged for the fmolleil hint ; giving only allowance 
fer the accidental encountering of a fingle thought, which 
lie knows may fometimes happen ; though he has never 
yet found it in>that diiicourfe, nor.hasiieard it obj^»i 
by any bodyclfis.^^ 

So that, if ever any defi^fpvns imfortunately cxecntecfe . 
it muft be that of this anfwerer ; who, when lie would 
have it obfcrved, that the autlior's wit is none of bis 
own^ is able to produce but three indances, two of^cm • 
mere trifles> and . all . three manifeiVly ialfe. If this be 
the way thefegeiulemen deal i with. the world in thofe 
criticifms where we hiivenot leifure to defeat them, tbcii 
readers had need be cautious, how they rely upon their 
credit ; and whether thrs proceeding can be reconciled to 
humanity or truth, let thxife wha think it worth their 
while, determine. 

It is agreed, this anfwerer would have fucceeded 
much better, if he: had (tuck wholly to his buidnefs, as 
a commentator upon the .TaU^ofatub^ wherein it can» 
not be denied, that he hath been of « fome (ervice to the 
public, and hath given very fair conjectures - towards 
clearing up fome difficult paffages. But it is the fr€<|uent 
error of thofe men, (otherwife very commendable ■ for 
their labours), . to make excurfions beyond their .talent 
and their. o£ce^ .by pretending tolppint out the beauties 
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md the &uhs % >vhich is no. part of tbeir trade, which 
they always fail in, which the world never expc^ed 
fiom them, nor give them any thanks for endeavouring 
at. The part of Minellius, orFarnaby *, would have 
£dlen in with his genius, and might have been fervice* 
able to many readers, who cannot enter into the ab- 
fiicoler parts of that difcourfe. But optat epbippia ios //- 
ger: The dull^ unwieldy, ill-(haped ox, would needs 
put on the furniture of a horfe, not confidering he was 
bom ta labour,, to plough the ground for the fake of fu*- 
perior beings ; and that be has neither the fhape, met>^ 
tie, nor fpeed of that nobfe aniniar he would affedl to* 
perfbnate. 

It is another pattern of this aniwerer^s fair dealing^. 
to ^ve US hints that the author is dead, and yet to lay 
the lufpicion upon (bme-boily, I know not who, in the* 
country. To which can only be returned, that he is ab* 
Iblately roidaken in all his conjeftures ; and furely con- 
jeAnres are, at belt, too light a pretence to allow a 
man to aflign a name in public He condemns a book, 
and confequently the author, of whom he is utterly 
Ignorant ; yet at the fame time fixes, in print, what he 
thinks a diudvantageous charaAer upon thofe who never 
dfclerved it. A man who rccefvcs a buffet in the dkrk, 
may be allowed to be vexed ; but it ts an odd kmd' of 
revenge, to go to cuffs in broad day with the firfl he 
meets, and I'ay the lait night's injury at his door. And 
thus much for this d'lfcreet^ candid^ pious, and ingenious 
anfwerer. 

Ho^v the author came to be without his papers, is a 
ftory not pcbper to. be told, and of very litde nfe, be* 
ing a prfvate h6t, of which the reader would believe as 
little, or as much, as he thought good. He had how- 
ever a blotted copy by him, which he intended to have 
written over with many alterations ; and this the pn* 
bliihers were well aware of, having put it into the book- 
feller's preface, that they apprehended a furreptitious copy^ 
Tohich was to be alteredy &c. This, though not regarded 
l^y readers, was a real truth ; only the furreptitious copy 

* Low commentators, who wrote notes upon claiHc autbori 
£» the ufe of: khooi-bojks. Ji^wi^; 
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was rather that which was printed ;, and they made i 
the hade they could; which indeed was needlefs, t! 
author not being at- all prepared. But he has been to! 
the bookfeller was in much pain^ having given a goi 
film of. money for the cop^ 

In the author's origirtal copy there were not (6 mai 
chafms as appear in the book ; and why fome of the 
were left, he knows not. Had the publication be 
trufled to i.im, he would have made feveral corrections 
palFages againft which nothing hath been ever objedlc 
He would likewife have altered a few of thofe that j[e< 
with any re.fon to be excepted againd; but,. to di 
freely, the grciteft number he fliould have left untouc 
ed, as never fufpecting it poffible any wrong interprei 
tions could be made of them. 

The author obfcrves, at the end of the book there is 
difcourfe^ called, ^ fragmeni ; which he more wondet 
to fee in print, than all the reft ; having been a molt ii 
per fed iketch, with tlie addition of a few iQofe hin 
which he once lent a gentleman,, who. had deCgaed a d 
courfe on (bmewhat the fame fubjed. He never thoug 
of it afterwards ; and it was a fufficient (ucpriie to fee 
pieced up together, wholly out of the method and fchei 
he had intended.; for it was the ground-work, of a mu 
larger difcourfe. and he was forry to obierve the mai 
fials fo foolifhly employed. 

There is one farther obje^ion made by thofe who ha 
anfwered this book, as well as^ by fbme , others^ Tli 
Peter is frequently made to repeaJ: oaths- and curfes 
very reader obferves, it was neceilary to. know that Pei 
did fwear and curfe. The oaths arc not printed oi 
but only fuppofed ; and the idea of an oath is not ij 
moral, like the idea of a profane or immodeft. fpeec 
A man may laugh at the. Popiih foily of curling peo| 
to hell, and imagine them fwearing, without any crim 
but lewd words,, or dangerous opinions^ though print 
by halves, fill the reader'smind with.ilLideas : and/oftbi 
the author cannot beaccufed. For the judicious nead 
will find, that the fevered ftrokes of (atire, in his hoc 
are levelled againit the modern cuftom of employing .\ 
upon thofe topics ; of which there is a rema^sahle inftaii 
in.fe^l. 7. parage 7. p. 9,7. as W6ll..as in ^^$^1 othe 

thou 
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rhaps once or twice expreired in too free a man* 
able only for the reafbns already alledged. Some 
have been made, by a third hand, to the book* 
' the author's altering thofe paflfages which he 
night require it. But it feems the-bookfeller 
hear of anyTuch thing, being apprefaeilfive it 
n the fale of the i)Ook. 

jthor cannot conclude this ap6logy, -without 
hfs one TeBeAion, That as ^t is the nobleft 
ufeful gift of human nature, (6 humour is* the 
:able ; and wliere thefe two enter far into the 
3n of any work, they will render italiwys ae- 
to the world. Now, the great part of thofe 

no fhare or tafle of either, but by their pride^ 

and ill manners, lay themfelves bare to the 
both, think the blow is weak, becanfe they are 
; and where wit hath any mixture ofxaillcrjey 
railing it banter ^ and- the work is done. This 
•rd of theirs was firft borrowed from: the? buUiea 
-Friers, then fell among the footmen, and at 
d to the pedants ; by whom it isiappked •» pro* 
the produAions of wit, as ifi (houM^apply it 
ac Newton's mathematics. But . if this bmUr* 
:hey call it, be fo deipifsUe a thing, whence 
to pafs, they have fuch a perpetnal itch towank 
Ives? To inflance only in the anfweier aircadjf 
d : It is grievous to foe him, in fomeof hit 

at every turn going out of his "way* to: be wag- 
ell OS of a caw that pricksdup btrtail ; and ia 
T to this difcourfe, he fays, Itiis:4ill ajkrct^and 
with other pafTages equally (hining. One mayt 
lefe impedimenta litentrufHy that wit owes then 
; and they cannot take wifer oonn^, than to 
of harm's way, or at lead not to come- till they 
hey are c*Hed. 

nclude: With thofe allowances above, requredli 
: fhould be read ; after which, the author con* 
!W things will remain, which may not be ex- 

a young writer. He wrote only to the men 
d and tafte ; and he thinks he is not miftaken ia 
ints, when he fays they have been -all of his fidc^ 
to give him the vanity of telling his name; 
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^Khcrein the world, with all its u^ife conjeflures, i 
Tery much in the dark : which circuraftance is no 
gceeable amuiement either to the public or himfelf. 

The author is informed^ that the bookfeller has 
Tailed on feveral gentlemen to write fome explan^ 
aotes ; for the ^oodnefs of which he is not to an: 
having never leen any of them, nor intending it till 
appear in print; when it is not unlikely he may hav 
meafure to find twenty meaniqgs^ which never en 
Hito hit imagination. 

S^utie i, 1709. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

SINCE the writing of this, which was about a 
ago, a proftitute bookfeller hath publiflied a foi 
paper, under the name of Notc^ on the Tale of a Tub, • 
fome account of the author 4 and with an inlblence, w 
J fuppofe is punifliable by law^ hath prcfumed to a: 
certain names, dt will be enough for the author tc 
fiire the world, that the writer of that paper is utt 
wrong in all his conje^ures upon that aflair. The 
thor farther aflerts, that the whole work is entirel 
ene hand ; which every reader of judgment will ei 
dlifcover : the gentleman who gave the copy to the bo 
lelier, being a friend of the author, and uling no 01 
M>erties, befides that of expunging certain pafTa^ 
where now the chafms appear under the namex>f dej 
rata. But if any perfbn will prove his claim to tl 
Knes in the whole book, let him ftep forth, and tell 
name and titles ; upon which, the bookfeller (hall h 
orders to prefix them to the next edition, and the cla 
ant (hall from henceforward be acknowledged the urn 
puted author. 



^rest. 
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tdtifes written hy the fame author^ moff of them mention^ 
ed in the following difcourfa j which will be fpeedilj 
fublijhed^ ... 



\ 



Chara^er of the prelent fet of wits in this 
ifland. 



A panegyrical eflay upon the number Three. 

A diiTertatlon upon the principal productions of Grub« 
reet. 

Ledlares upon a di flexion of human nature. 

A panegyric upon the world. 

An analytical difcourfe upon zeal, hlftori'theo^pbyfi-h* 
calfy coiifida^ed. 

A general hiftory of ^ats* 

A modeft defence of the proceedings of the rabble in 
I ages. 

A defcription of the king3om of abfurdities. 

A voyage into England, by a perfon of quality m 
*€rrm auftralh incognita, tranflated from the original. 

A cntical cflTay upon the art of canting, phadfophi- 
illy, pbyfically, and muGcally confidcrcd. 
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To the Right Honourable 
JOHN LORD S O M M E R S. 

My Lord, 

ALthough the author has written a hrge dccIicatloD, 
yet that being addrefTed to a prince, whom I am 
mever likely to have the honour of being known to ; a 
|)crfon, befides, as far as I crin obferve, not at all regard- 
ed, or thought on by any of our prcfent writers ; and 
-being wholly free from that flavery which bookfelicrs 
vufuafly lie under to the caprices of authors ; I think k 
a wife piece of prefumption, to infcribe thefc papers to 
your Lordlhip, and to implore your Lord(hip*s protec- 
tion of tlicm. God and your Lordfliip- know their 
faults, and their merits : for, as to my own particular, 
I am altogether a flranger to the matter ; and though 
every body elfe (hould bfc equally ignorant, I do not 
fear the fale of the book, at all the worfe, upon that 
fcore. Your Lordfhip*s name on the front in capital 
letters, will at any time get off one edition : neither 
•^ould I defire any other help to grow an alderman, 
«than a patent for the fole privilege of dedicating to your 
jLordfhip. | 

I fhould now, in right of a dedicator, give yoor I 
Lordfhip a lift of your own virtues, and at the fame I 
•lime be very unwilling to offend your modefty; bur, | 
.chiefly, I fhould celebrate your liberality towards men j 
of great parts and fmall fortunes, and give you broad •, 
Aims, that I mean myfelf. And I was juft going ob> 
in the ufual method, to perufe a hundred or two of dc- 
.dications, and tranfcribe an abftra^, to be applied ta 
•your Lordfhip ; but I was diverted by a certain tcd- 
ident. For, upon the covers of thefe papers, I cafually 
obfervcd, written in large letters, the two followlok 
words, DETUR Dl G N I SSIMO ; which, for 
iBught I knew, might contain fome important meaning* 
But it unluckily fell out, that none of the authors i 
■employ underftood Latin ; (though I have them oftett 
Sn pay, to tranflate out of that language.) I was tbcfe* 
^Jtoie compelled to have recourle to the curate of otf 

pari- 
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parifTi, who Englifhed it thus. Let it be given to the 
v)orthieft. And his comment was, that the author 
mcjiiit his works fhoaid be dedicated to the fubJimeft 
genius of the age, for wit, learning. Judgment, elo-- 
quence, and* wifJom. I called at a poet's chamber,, 
(who works for my (hop) in an alle^ hard by, fhewed> 
him th'& tranflatton, and dcfired his opinion, who it was^ 
that the author could mean. He told rae, after fome' 
•onfipleratioD, that vanity was a thing he abhorred ; but, 
l»y the defcription, he thought himfelf to be the perfbn 
aimed at ; and, at the fame time, he very kindly offered' 
bis own adillance gratis towards pennihg^ a dedication 
to himlelf. I defired him, howevery to give a fecond 
guefs. AVhy then, faid he, it muft be I, or my Lord 
Sommer». From thence I wont to feveral other wits of 
my acquaintance, with no fmall hazard and wearinefs to- 
my perlbn, from a prodigious number of dark, winding 
ftairs; but found them ail in the fame ftory, both of 
yoor Lordfhip and themfelves. Nofv, your Lordfhip is 
to uhderftand,, that this proceeding was not of my owq> 
invention ; for I have fbme where heard, it is a maxim,.- 
That thofe to whom every body allows the fecond place,. 
have an undoubted title to the firft^. 

This infallibly convinced me, that your Lordfhip was- 
dw per(bn intended by the author* But, being very* 
anacqiiainted iii the ^yfe and form of dedications, I em- 
ployed thofe wits aforefaid, to furnifh me with hints and 
materials towards a panegyric upon your Lordfhip^s^ 
virtoes. 

In two days they brought me ten fheets of paper, filled ' 
«p on every fide. They fwore to mei that they had 
fan&-:ked whatever could be found in the charaders of 
Socrates, ArilHdes, Epamiaondas, Cato, Tiilly, Atti- 
cas, and other hard names, which I cannot now recoi- 
led. However, I have reafon to believe, they impofed 
upon my ignorance ; becaufe, when I came to read over 
their coHe^ions, there was not a fyllable there, but what 
I and every body elfe knew as well as themfelves. 
Therefore I gricvoufly fufpeft a cheat ; and that thefe au- 
thors of mine flole and tranfcribed every word from the 
taiivcrfal report of mankind. So that I look upon myf^lf, 
ai fifty fhillings out of pocket to no manner of purpofe. 

B 2 - If, 
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Ify by altering the title, I could make the fame mate*^ 
rials ferve for another dedication, (as my betters have 
done), it would help to make up my lofs ; bat I have 
inade feveral perfons dip here and there in thofe papers v 
and before they read three lines, they have all afTured me 
plainly, that they cannot pofGbly be applied to any per* 
ion beCdes your Lord (hip. 

I expedted^ indeed,, to have heard of your Lordlhip's 
bravery at the head of an army ; of your undaunted 
courage, in mounting a breach, of fcoling a wall ; or 
to have had your j>ccligree traced in a lineal deCcent from 
the houfe of Auuria ; or of your wonderful talent at 
drefs and dancing ; or your profound knowledge in al'- 
gebrCy metaphyfics, and the oriental tongues. But to ply . 
the world with an old beaten (lory of your wk, and elct 
quence, and learning, and wifdom, and judice^ and po* 
litenefs, and candor, ond evennefs of temper in all fcene^ 
of life ; of that great difcernment in difcovering, and rea* 
dinefs in favouring deferving men; with forty otheifr 
common topics ; I confefs, I have neither confc:e.ice|. 
lior. countenance to do it : because there is no virtue^ 
either of a public or private life, which-<(bme circumftani 
ces of your own have not often produced upon the 
fiage of the world ; and thofe few, which, for want of 
occofions to exert them, might otherwife have pafled nnn 
(eeu or unobferved by your friends, your enemies * hava 
at length brought to light. 

It is true, 1 fhould be very loth, the bright example 
of your Lord (hip's virtues fhould be loft ta after ages» 
both for their fake and your own ; but chiefly, becaule 
they will be fo very necefTary to adorn the hiflory of % 
late reign \ I and that is another reafon why I would 
forbear to nmke a recital of them here ; bccaufe I have 
been told by wife men, tliat, as dedications have ran 

* In 1791, Lord Sommers was impeached by the Commonf^ 
who cither finding their proofs defcftive, or for other reafons^ 
delayed coming to a trial ; and the Lords thereupon proceeded tor 
the trial, without them, and acquitted him. Hav/kef, 

t K. William's; whofe memory he defended in the houfe of 
Lords, again d fomc invidious xcfle^ions of the £arl of Nottiogw 
ham. Ha-wiaf. 

for- 
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fiir (ome years pad, a good hinorian will not be apt to 
have recourfe thither,, in fearch of chara<5lers. 

There is one point, wherein I think we dedicators 
would do wdl to change our meafures ; I mean, inftead 
df running on fo far upon the praife of our patrons libera-^ 
Uljy to fpend a word or two in admiring their patience. I 
can put no greater compliment on your Lordfiiip's, thanr 
by giving yon fo ample an occafion to exercife it at prc- 
fent. Though perhaps I (hail not be apt to reckon; 
nnicfa merit to your Lordfbip upon that fcore, who hav- 
iog been formerly u(ed to tedious harangues *, and fbme* 
limes to as little purpofe, will be the readier to pardoa - 
this ; efpecially when it is offered by one^ who i^, withTi 
lUreipe^and veneration^ 

My Lord/ 

Tour LorJJMp*s moft obedient^' 
sttd moft faithful firvont^ 

The BookfcHehr 



♦ Sit Jcrfte Sommervwas' Attomey-^enera!; then made Lor J 
Kttper of the Seals in 1693, and Lord High ChaoccUor and- 
Imvo o^ £velham> in April 16^7* Hawktf, • 
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The Bookseller to the Reader. 

IT is now fix years * Cnce thefe papers came firfl to 
my hand, which feems to have been about a twelve- 
month after they were written : for the author tells us in 
his preface to the firft treatife, that he hath calculated it 
for the year 1697 : and in feveral palTages of that dip- 
courfe, as well as the fecond^ it appears they were writtea 
about that time. 

As to the author, I can give no manner of fatisfadion. 
However, I am credibly informed, that this publication is 
-without his knowledge; for he concludes the copy isloftj^ 
having lent it to a perfon, fince dead, and being never in 
pofTeflion of it after : fo that whether tlie work received 
his laft hand, or whether he intended to fill up the de-» 
fs6tive places, is like to remain a (ecret. 

If 1 (hould go about to tell the reader, by what acci- 
dent I became mader of thefe papers, it would, in this 
unbelieving age, pafs for little more than the cant or 
jargon of the trade. I therefore gladly fpare both him 
and myfelf fo unneceflTary a trouble. There yet remains 
a difficult queftion. Why I publifhed them no (boner ? I 
forbore upon two accounts: firft, becaufe I thought I 
liad better work upon my hands ;; and fecondly, b^ofe 
X was not without fome hope of hearing from the aathoc^ 
and receiving his directions. But I have been latelv a*- 
larmed with intelligence of a furreptitious copy -f , wnick 
a certain great wit had new poHfhed and refined ;: or, at 
our prefent writers exprefs themfelves, fitted to the Ai-. 
rnour of the age: as they have already done, with great 
felicity, to- Don Quixote, Boccalini', La Bruyere, anct 
other authors. However, I thought it fairer dealing to- 
offer the whole work in ks naturals. If any gentlemait: 
will pieafe ta furnifh me with a key, in Qrder to expiaiiK 
the more difficult parts, I. (hall very gratefidly acknoni7«> 
kdge the f4voBr> and print it by itfel£ 

* The Talc of a Tub wasfiril^publiHicd-in 17014. htfivl^ 
f Sec the Apology, p. n*. 
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The Epistle Dedicatory, 
To His Royal Highnefs 

LINCE POSTERITY. 

re preient j^otfr Htghnefs with the fruits of a very 
V leifiire-hours^ ftolen from the fhort intervals of 
Id of bufinefsy and of an employment quite alien 
fach aroufements as this, the poor produAion of 
refbfe of time which has lain heavy upon my 
, during a long prorogation of parliament, a great 
I of foreign news, and a tedious fit of rainy wea- 
For which, and other reafons, it cannot chofe ex- 
ly to deferve Aich a patronage as that oiyour High* 
whofe nuroberlefs virtues, in fo few years, make 
orld look upon you as the future example to all 
n. For although 70/vr Highnefs is hardly got clear 
ancy, yet has the univerfai learned world already 
^ed upon appealing to your future diiftatcs with th^ 
I and moft refigned fubmiffion ; fate having de* 

you fole arbiter of the produAions of human wit^ 
is polite and moft accompliflied age. Methioks. the 
ler of appellants were enough to (hock and ftartle 
odge of a genius lefs unlimited than yours. But, in 

to prevent fuch glorious trials, thtperfen^ it (eems, 
lole care the education oi your Highnefs is committed^ 
efolved (as I am told) to keep you in almoft an uni« 
I ignorance of our ftudies, which it is your inhe^ 
ur^right to infpe^ 

e citation out of Ireosus in the HtUpaff, which fcems to 
ribberifi, is a form of initiation, ufcd anciently by the 
)ban heretics. W. Wotton, 

I the ufual ftylc of decried writers, to appeal to Pofltrity ; 
is here reprefented as a prince in his nonage, zn^Time as 
vernor ; and the author begins in a way very frequent 
)im, by perfonating other writers, who fometimcs oflfer 
rafons ;And ezcufes for publifliing their works, as they 
.chiefly to conceal, a;id be alhamed of» 



22 ATALEOFATUS. 

It IS tmazing to me, that this perfon fhould have af- 
forance, in the face of the fun, to gcr- abouc 'perfuading 
your Htghnefs, t' at our age is aJmoft wholly illiterate, 
and has hardly produtcd one writcrupoa any fubje^. I 
know very well, that when your H'tghnefs fhall come 
to riper years, and have gone tlirough the learning of 
antiquity, you will be too curious to negleft enquiring 
into the authors of the very age before you. And to 
think that this .Infolent^ in the account he is preparing; 
ftr your view, defigns to reduce them to a number fo 
irifignificant as I am afhamed to mention : it moves my 
zeal and my fpleen for the honour and intereft of onr 
vaft flourifhing body, as well as of myfelf, for whom I 
know, by long experience, he has profeffcd, and ftill 
continues, a peculiar malice. 

It is not unlikely, that when your H'tghnefs will ontf 
dsiy perufe what I am now writmg, you may be ready 
to expoftulate with your govtfrnor upon the credit of 
what 1 here afHrm, and command him to (Hew you fbme 
of our productions. To wiiichhe will anfwer, (for I 
am well informed of his defigns), by asking your Hlghi 
nefs^ Where they are ? and. What is become of them ? 
and pretend it a demonftration that there never were 
any, becaufe they are not then to be found. Not to 
be found I Who has miflaid them > Are they funk in thi 
abyfs of things ? It is certain, that in their own nature 
th^y were light enough to fwim upon the furface for ' 
all eternity. Therefore the fault is in him, who tied -^ 
weights fo heavy to their hee^s, as to deprefs them x6 • 
the centre. Is their very effence deftroyed ! who hflk 
annihilated them \ were they drowned by purges^ or ' 
martyred by pipes ? who adminiftcred them to the po- - 

fteriors of ? But that it may no longer be a doutft 

with your H'tghnefs^ who is to be the author of this uni- - 
verfal ruin ; i beieecfi you to obferve that large and ICK^ 
xh\tfcythey which "^osxx governor 2,Sk^% ta bear conti^ 
Bually about him. Be pleafedr.to remark the length 
and llrengt'i, the fharpnefs and hardncfs of his nails and 
teeth ; coiifidcr his baneful, abominable breath, enemy 
to life and r.iatter, infe<5tious and corrupting ; and thdp 
refleft, whether it be poflible for any mortal ink an4- 
jagerof this generation to make a fuitabl6 refiftance— 
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CB !. xhAtyour Htghnefs would one day refblve to dlfarm 
this ufurping maitre du pubis * of his fimdtis engines^ 
and bring your empire hors. depage\\ 

It were endlefs to n?count the l^verat methods of ty« 
fanny and dcftrudlion which your governor it pleafed 
to pradife upon this occafibn* Hi§ inveterate, malice ii 
foch to the writings of our age,, that- of feveral thou* 
lands produced yearly from, this renowned' city, before 
the. next revolution of the fun there is not one to be 
lieard of : Unhappy infants, many of them barbaroufly. 
Beftroyedy before they have fb much as learned theiif 
mther tongue to. beg for pity. Some he ftifles in their 
cradles ; othecs he frights into convulCons, whereof 
they fnddenly die : fbme he ftays alive, others ht tears 
Gmb firom limb 4 great numbers are offered to Moloch ; 
and the refl„. tainted by bis breathy die of aknguifhing 
(OBfumption^ 

But the concern I have mod at heart, is for our cor- 
poration oi poets ; from whom I am preparing a petition 
txij^ur Htghnefs J to be fubfcribed with the names of one 
kindred thirty-fix of the firfl rate ; but whofe immortal 
froduAions are never likely to reach your eyes, though' 
each .of tbem is now an humble and an earneft appellant 
kt the laurel, and has large comely vohimes ready tcr 
kw for a fupport to his pretenfibns. The never dylng^ 
vorks of thele illudrious perfbns, your governor, Sir, has 
<kvoted to unavoidable death.; and your Hl^hnefs is to^ 
k made believe, that our age has never arrived at the 
bnour to produce one (Ingle poet. 

We. contefs ItnmortalUy to be a great and powerful 

ioddds , but in vain we offer up to her our devotions 

od our (acrificcs, M.your Htghnefs^ governor, who ha& 

tforped the prteflhoodj mufl:, by an unparallelled ambition 

i lad avarice, wholly intercept and devour them. 

To affirm that our age is altogether unlearned, and 

i^oid of writers in any kind, fcems to be an afTertion 
* Comptroller. The kingdom of France had a race of kings, 
*hich they call les toys faineans^ (from ihcir doing nothing) who 
^ Kved lazily in their apartments, while the kingdom was admi- 
\ liftercd b^ the mayo^ de palaii ; till Charles Martel, the laft may^ 
' i fii put his mafter to death, and took the kiBgdom into his own 
^ Bad. Havfkef, 
• ' i Out of guardianlliip, 
J. fe 
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fo bold and fo falfe, that I have been fonaetime think- 
ing, the contrary may almoft be proved by uncontroul- 
able demonflration. It is true indeed, that although 
their numbers be vafl, and their produdlions numerous 
in proportion ; yet are they hurried fo haftily off the 
fcene, that they efcape our memory, and elude our fight. 
When I firft thought of this addrefs, I had prepared a 
copious lift oi titles to prefent^^wr Highnefs^ as anun- 
difputed argument for what I affirm. The originals- 
were pofted frefh upon all gates and corners of flreets ; 
but, returning in a very few hours to take a reviewj^ 
they were all torn down, and frefh ones in their olaces. 
I enquired after them among readers and booklellers ;. 
but I enquired in vain ; the memorial of them was loft 
among men, their place was no more to be found .• and I was^ 
laughed to fcorn for a clown and a pedant^ withoat alt 
tafte and refinement, little verfcd in the courfe of/r^- 
fent affairs, and that knew nothing: of what had palled> 
in the heft companies of court and town. So that I 
can only avow in general to your Highnefs,. that wc d<^ 
abound in learning and wit ; but to fix upon partico- 
brs, is a task too dippery for my flender abilities. l£ 
I (hould venture in a windy day to affirm to your Higth- 
nefsy that there is a large cloucf near the horizon^ in the 
form of a bear, another in the zenith, with the head of 
an afs^ a third <o the weftward, with daws like a dra^ 
gon : and your Highnefs fhould in a few minutes think, 
fit to examine the truth ; it is certain, they would all be 
changed in figure and pofition ; new ones would arife v 
and all we could agree upon, would be^ that cloudt 
there were, but that I was grofsly miftaken in the zot* 
grophy and topography of them. 

But your ^(3v^r«or perhaps may ftill infift, and- put the 
queftion. What is then become of thofe immenie balcf 
of paper, which muft needs have been employed in fuch- 
numbers of books ? Can thcfe alfo be wholly annihilate^ 
and fo of a fudden, as I pretend ? What fliall I (ay in re- 
turn of fo invidious an obje^ion \ It ill befits the diftancQ 
between your Highnefs and me, to fend you for ocular ■ 
conviAion to a jakes or an oven ; to the windows of ft- 
bawdy^houfe, or to a fordid lantern. Books, like men^ 
their authors; have no more than one way of coming 
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into the world ; but there are ten thoufand to go out of 
jt^ and return no more. 

I profefs to your Highnefs, in the integrity of my 
hearty that what I am going to fay, is literally true this 
minute I am writing. What revolutions may happen 
before it (hall be ready for your perufal, 1 can by no 
means warrant : however^ I beg you to accept it as a 
fpecimen of our learning, our politenefs, and our wit. 
1 do therefore affirm, upon the word of a fincere man, 
that there is now adlually in being a certain poet, called 
J:,hn DryJeny whole tranllaiion of Virgil was lately 
printed in a large folio, well bound, and, if diligent 
learch were made, for aught I know, is yet to be fccn. 
There is another, called Nahtim Tate^ who is ready to 
make oath, that he has caufed many reams of verfe to 
be publifhcd, whereof both himfelf and his bookfeller 
(if lawfully required) can dill produce authentic co* 
pies ; and therefore wonders, why the world is pleafed 
to make (uch a fecret of it. There is a third, known 
by the name of Tom Durfey^ a poet of a vaft compre- 
benfion, an univcrfal genius, and mod profound learn- 
ing. There are alfo one Mr. Rymevy and one Mr. Dennis^ 
moft profound critics. There is a perfon flyled Dr. 
BentlcYy who has written near a thoufand pages ofim- 
menfe erudition, givittg a full and true account of a cer- 
I xmfquabble of wonderful importance between himfelf 
I and a bookfeller *. He is a writer of infinite wit and 
^ humour ; no man rallies with a better grace, and in 
I more fprighily turns. Farther, I avow 10 your Highne/s^ 
f that with thcfc eyes I have beheld the perfon of IViU 
r ikm fVottonj B. D. who has written a good fizeable vo- 
I lume againft a friend of your governor f (from whom, 
1 «hs, he mull therefore look for little favour) in a 
J nod gentlemanly ftyle, adorned with the utmofl po- 
litenefs and civility ; replete with difcoveries, equally 
J valuable for their novelty and ufe ; and embeUiihed with 
♦ Bentley, in his controverfy with Lord Orrery upon the 
. : nnmnenefs of Phalaris's cpiftlcs, has given, in a preface, a 
: C kng account of his dialogues with a bookfeller, about Uie loan 
£=1 SBd refiimtion of a MS. Ha-wkef 

4 t Sir William Temple, 
^ AtaxU 
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traits of wit^ fo poignant and fo appofite^ that he is a 
•worthy yokemate to his forementioned friend. 

Why Hiould I go upon farther particulars, which 
might fill a volume with thejuft elo^ies ofmycontem* 
porary brethren \ I (hall bequeath this piece of judice to 
a larger work ; wherein I intend to write a character of 
the prefent fet of wits in our nation. Their perfons I 
(hall defcribe particularly, and at length ; their genius and 
nnderftandingSy in mignature. 

In the mean time, I do here malce bold to prefent 
ymr Hi^hnefs with a faithful abftraft drawn from the 
univerfalbody of all arts and fciences, intended wholly 
for your fervice and in(lru<5lion. Nor do I doubt in the 
leaft, but your Hi^hnefs will perufe it as carefully, and 
inake as confideraWe improvements, as other young princes 
have already done by the many volumes, of late years, 
written for a help to their ftudies *. 

That jjoar Highnefs may advance in wifJom and virtue, 
as well as years, and at lad outfhine all your royal an* 
ceftors^ (hall be the daily j^rayer of, 

S I It, 

Secemb. 1697. T^ur Highnefs' s 

M'jfi devoted, See. 



* There were innumerable books printed for the uTeof the 
Dauphin of France. Hav/kef, 
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"^ H E wits of the prefent age being (b very name^ 
rous and penetrating, it feems the grandees of 
ch and ftate begin to nil under horrible apprehen^ 
%, left thefe gentlemen, during, the . intervals of a 
; peace, fhould find leifure to pick holes in the weak 
s of religion and goverament. To prevent which, 
t has been much thought employed of late upon ccr-* 

projeds for taking off the force and edge of thofe 
udable inquirers, from canvaffing and reafoning upon 
I delicate points. They have at length fixed upon 
I which will require fome time as well as coft to per^ 
Mean while, the danger hourly increaflng, by 

levies of wits, all appointed (as there is realon to 
) with pen^ ink, and paper, which may, at an 
r*8 warning, be drawn out. into .pamphlets^ and o* 

offcnfive weapons, ready for immediate execution ; 
as judged of abfolute necq/fity, that fome prefent 
?dient be thought on, till the main defign can be 
ight to maturity. To this end, at a grand cpnir 
;ee, (bme days ago, this important dilcevery waf 
le by a certain curious and refined obierver, That 
len have a cuftom» when they meet a v)hale, to fling 

out an empty tub by way of amufement^ to divert 
from laying violent hands upon the (hip. This pa^ 
e was immediately mythologifed.. Tlie vthale wa» 
rpreted to be Hobbes's Leviathan ; which tolles an4 
rs. with all fchemes of religion and government, 
Teof a great many are hollow, and dry, and empty, 

noify, and wooden, and given to rotation. This is 
Leviathan, from whence the terrible wits of our age 
faid to borrow their weapons. The Jhip in danger^ 
afily underflood to be its old antitype, the common^ 
9lth, But how to analyfe the tuby was a matter of 
&cuhy ; when, after long inquiry and debate, the li- 
al meaning was prefcrved : and it was decreed, that, 
order to prevent thefe Leviathans from toffing and 
wting with the commomi>ealthy which of itfclf is toi> 
t tbj?tt^//jr^,' theylhould be diverted from that game 
Vol. I. C by 



^S A TALE OF A TUB. 

hy A Tale of a Tub. And my genius being conceivd 
to He -not unhappily that way, I had the honour dom 
me to be engaged in the performance. 

This is the fole defign in publifhing the folIowin| 
.treatife ; which I hope will ferve for an interim of fom( 
months to employ thofe unquiet fphritSy till the per 
feeing of that great work: into the fecret of which, r 
it reafonoble .the courteous reader fhould have fom< 
>Jittleiight. 

It is intended, that a large academy l>e ere^ed, ca 
pable of containing nine thoufand feven hundred fort] 
and three perfons ; which, by modeil computation, t 
f eckoned to be pretty near the current number of w// 
In this ifland. .Thele are to be difpofed into the fevers 
fchools of this academy, and there pi>rfue thofe iludie 
to which ^hcir genins mod inclines them. The under 
taker himfelf wQl publifh his propofals with all conve 
nient fpecd ; to which I (hall refer thexurious reader fo 
SI more particular account, mentioning at preient onh 
fl few of the principal fchools. There is^ Grft, a large^ 
i/er aflic khoo), with French and Italian mailers rthe» 
is, alfo, the fuelling fchool, a very fpacious -building ; th 
fchool of io&kittg'glaffes : the fchool of yw^iy/vVsr^ ; tbi 
fchool of critics ; Ibe £:hool oi falhation ; the fchool o 
hMyhorJes ; -thelchool of poetry ; the fchool of tops*. 
the (chool of/pUenj .the fchool of gaining ■; with man] 
.others, too tedious to recocnt. No peribn to be ad 
mitted member into any of thefe fchools, without « 
attellation under two fufiicient perfons hands, certify 
Ing him to be a wit. 

But to j'etum: I am fuffidently infbudled in the pria 
cipal duty of a preface, if my geivius were capable of ar 
;riving at it. Thrice have I forced my imagination t4 
make the tour -of my invention, and thrice it has return 
4ed empty 4 the latter having been wholly drained by tbi 
^following treatife. Not fo my more fuccefsful brethrei 
.^c moderns, wlu> will by no means let flipa preface 01 



* This T think the author fhould have pmittcd, it bcin^ of 
the very fame nature with tht/cb^ol pf buhhy-borfis, if one maf 
-venture to cciilurc one. who is fo fcvcrc a cenfiirer of Qlhen 
:f 9lhaps with Coo little dillin^ion. ' 

4edicatlo% 
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on, vithour fome notable diftingQifliing flroke 
'i(e the reader at the entry, and kindle a won^ 
cpei5Ution of what i^toenfue. Such was that 
(I iagenioas poet, wha^ foHcitin^' his brain for 
ng new, compared himCelf to the hdtigmaHy «nd 
on to the patient. This was infigne, recenSf indi'-' 
r alio*. When I itwnt through that neceflary and 
rarfeof fhidyf^.Ihad the happinefs tO' oblerve 
ch egregious touches ;. which I (hali not injure the 
by tranfplanting ; becaufe I have remarked, that 

is (b very tender as a modern piece of wit, and 
s apt to fuffcT fo much in the carriage. Some 
wre extremely witty to-day y ov/aftittg, or itt this 
>r at eight a dock, or (iver a bottiei or /poke hy Mr^ 
fcalPm^ or in a fummer^i morning : any of the 
by the finalieft tranrpofaFor- mifapplication, \^ 
annihilate. Thus, IVit has its walks and par- 
ut of which it may not (Iray the breadth of an 
pon peril of being loft. The moderns have ar^- 
ced thik mercury , and reduced it to the circum- 
of time, place, and perfon*- Such a jeft there is, 
11 not pafs out of Covent-^garden $ and fuch a 
aat is no where intelligible but at Hyde-paric 
Now^ though it fometimes tenderly affedls me, 
Cder, that' all the towardly pafTager I (hall deli- 

the following treatife, will |tdw quite out of 
d relifh with the firft (hifting of the prefent fcene ; 
lift needs fubfcribe to the juftke or this proceed - 
3ecaufe I cannot imagine why we (houM be at 
* to furnifli wit for fucceeding ages, when the 
have made no fort of provifion for ours : where- 
!ak the fentimentof the very ncwcft, and confe-- 
r the moft orthodox refiners, as weH as my own* 
er, being extr;:mely folicitous, that every acconi- 
perfon, who has got into the tafte of wit cal- 

for this prcfcnt month of Auguft 1697, (hould 
I to the very bottom of all the fuhlime throughout 
atife ; I hoki fit to lay down this general maxim: 
ver reader defircs to have a thorough comprehen- 

r. Something extraordinary, neW| and never bit upon 
ading prefices, &£. 
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iion or an author's thonghts, cannot take a better me^ 
ibod, than by putting himfelftnto the circQm(lanGe8> and 
poftures of Ufe, that the writer was in upoir every im- 
portant patflTage, as it flowed from his pen : for this will 
introduce a parity and flridl correspondence of ideas 
l>etwe€n the reader and the author* Now, to> afHft the 
diligent reader in fo delicate an affair, as far as brevity 
w'Al permity I have recoUe^ed, that the flirewedeft 
pieces of this treatife were conceived in bed, in a garret, 
^t other times, for a reafon be(^ known to myfelf^ I 
Wiought fit to fharpen my invention with hunger ; and^ 
in general, the whole work was begun, continued, and 
ended, under a long courfe of phyfic, and a great want 
of money. Now, I do affirm, it will be abfolutely im- 
poflible for the candid perufer to go along with me in a 
tfreat many bright paffages, unlefs, upon the (everal dif* 
acuities emergent, he will plea(e to capacitate and pre^ 
pare himfelf by tihcfc diredlions. And this I lay dowa 
as my principal poftulatum, 

Becaufe I have profefled to be a mod devoted ^ fervant 
of all modem forms, I apprehend (bme curious vnt may 
object againft me, for proceeding thus far in a preface, 
without declaiming, according to the cuflom, againft 
the multitude of writers, whereof the whole multitude 
of writers moft reafonabfy complain. I am juft come 
from pcrufing forae hundreds of prefaces, wherein the 
authors do at the very beginning addrefs the gentle read^ 
cr concerning this enormous grievance. Of theie I havie 
preferved a few examples, and (hall fet them down at 
near as my memory has been able to retain them. 
. One begins thus : 

For a man to fet uffor a writer, when the pre/s fuiarm 
with, &c. 

Another : 

The tax upon pffper dees not lejfen the number offeritt- 
biers, lifho daily pejler, &c. 

Another : 

When every little would-be wit takes pen in hand, *tis i» 
■ vain to enter the liJIs, &c. 
, Another : 

To obferve what trafh the prefs /warms with, &c. 

Another 
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ler : 

7 // merely tn obedience to your eommandsy that I 
nto the public; for luhoy upon a lefs confideration^ 

rf a party withfuch a rabble offcrlbblers ? &c, 

I have two words in my own defence againft 
uflion. Firll,^! am far from granting the num-^ 
Titers a nuifance to our nation^ having flrenii* 
intained the contrary in feveral parts of the fol- 
lifcourfe. Secondly^ I do not well undexftand 
ce of this proceeding; bccauft I obferve many 

polite prefaces to be not only from the fam^ 
ut from thofe who are mod voluminous in their 
irodu(flion3. Upon which 1 (hall tell the reader 
ale. 
untebank, in LeicefFer-fclds, had drawn a hug? * 

about him. Among the reft, a fat unweildy 
iialf-ftifledin the prefs, would be every fit crying 
rd ! what a filthy croud is here ? Pray, good 
give way a little. Blefs mc ! what a devil has 
is rabble together ! Z— — ds, what fqucezing 

Honed friend, remove- your elbow. At laft, 

►*, that flood next him^ couid hold no longer : 

re confound you (^faidhi^ for an overgrown 

and who, in the devil's name, I wonder, helps 

up.thc croud half fo much as yourfelf? Don't 
Ider, with a pox, thit you take up more rooni 
It carcafe than any five here \ Is not the place as 
us as for you \ Bring your own guts to' a reafon- 
ipdfs, and be d— n'd ; ami ihen^ I'll engage we 
re rcom enough for us all. . 
e are certain common privilejges of a writer, the 
whereof, I hope, there will be no reafdn ta 

particularly, that, wherel am notuffderftbod, 
be- concluded, that (bmethiiig very ufcful and 
d is couched underneath '; and again, that what- 
rd or fentence rs printed m a different character, 

judged to contain (bmeihing extraordinary ei- 
To'it Qifublime, 

i'r the liberty I have thought fit to-take of prai 
felf upon fome occafionj or none ; I am fure it 
d no excufc, if a multitude of great examples be 

ruflicicnt authoiiiy. For it i8-bere>to be noted, 
C ^ chat 
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that pra'ife was originaliy a pendon paid by the world : 
but the moderns f finding the troublnnd charge too great 
in coUedling it, have lately bought out the fee-fimple; 
fince which time, the right of prefentation is wholly in 
ourfelves. ' For this rcafon it is, that when an authoi 
makes his own elogy, he ufes a certain form to declare 
and infift upon his title; which is commonly in thefe ok 
the like words, I Jpeak v)ithout vanity : which I think 
plainly fhe\ys it to be a matter of right and jnftice. 
Now, I do here once for all declare, that in every en- 
counter of this nature, through tl>e following treatife^ 
the form afor«faid is implied ; which I mention, to favc 
the trouble of repeating it on fo many occafions. 

It is a great ea(e to my confcience, that I have writ- 
ten fb elaborate and ufefbl a difcourfe without one grain 
of fatire intermixed ; which is the fble point whcreid 
i have taken leave to diifent from the famous originals 
of our age and country. I have obferved hmt fatirifts 
to ufe the publick much at the rate that jedants do t 
naughty boy ready horfed for discipline i firft, expofiu- 
late the cafe, then plead the nccemty of the rod, froni 
great provocations^ and conclude every period with a 
Jafli. Now, if I kaow aiw thing of mankind^ thefe 
gentlemen might very well Ipare their reproof and cor- 
redion : for there is fiot^ through aH nature, another 
ib callous and infenfible a member as the ^orld^s fofie* 
riorsy wlwther you apply to it the toe or the birch. Be- 
£dcs, moft of our late fatirUls (eem to Ke under a fbft 
of miftake, that becaufe nettles have the prerogative 
to fting, therefore aH other weeds muft do ^o too. I 
make not this coroparifon out of the feafl defign to dc- 
traft from thefe worthy writers : for it is well known 
Umongmythologifts, that weeds have the preheminence o» 
ver all other vegetables ; and therefore the firft monarch' 
of this iiland, whofe tafte and judgment were ib acate- 
and refined, did very wifely root out the ro/cs from the 
collar of the order,, and plant the thiJIUs in their ftead, 
as the nobler flower of the two. For which seafon it is 
conjciJlured by profounder antiquaries, that the fatiricat 
itch, fb prevalent in this part of our ifland,. was firft 
brought among us from beyond the Tweed. Here may 
it lung fiouriOx aad abound. May it furvive and' negjeA 

tht 
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tfie fcorn of the worlds with as much eslfe ancT cobtcmpt, 
as the world is infenfible *o the laflies of it. May their 
own dulnefsy or that of iheir party, be no difcourage- 
ment for the authors to proceed ; but let them remem- 
ber, it is with wits as with razors^ which are never fo 
apt to cut thoft they are employed on, as when they 
Ifflve hjl their edge. Befidcs, thofe whofe teeth are too 
rotten to bite, are beft, of aJi others^ qualified to re* 
Tenge that defedt with their breath. 

I am not, like other men, to envy or undervalue the 
talents I cannot reach 'y for which reafon I mud need& 
bear a true honour to this large eminent (ed of our Bri« 
tifh writers. And I hope, this little panegyric will not 
be offenfive to their ears^ fince it has the advantage of 
bong onfy defigned for themfelves. Indeed, Natuiv 
berfdf has taken order, that ^me and honour fhould be 
parchafed at a better pennyworth by fatire, than by any 
other produAions of the brain ; the world being fooa- 
eft provoked to praife by Ittjhes^ as men are to love. 
There is a problem in an ancient anthor, why dedica- 
tions, and other bundles of flattery, run all apon dale 
mufty topics, without the fuKilleft tindlure of any thirig 
new ; not only to the torment and naufeating of tbe 
Cbriflian reader, but, if not fuddenly prevented, to tbe 
oniverfal fpreading of that peftilent difeale, the lethsf* 
gy, in this iftand t whereas there ,is very little JvitSfe 
which has not fomething in it untouched before. The 
defeats of the former are uftially imputed to the want of 
invention among thofe who are dealers in that kind ; 
but, I think, with a great deal of injuftice ; the foiution 
being eafy and natural. For the materials of panegyric/ 
being very few in number, have been long fince exhauCI- 
•d. For as health is but one thing, and has been al* 
ways the fame ^ whereas difeafes are by thoufands, be- 
fidcs new and daily additions :. fa all the virtues that 
ll3ve been ever in mankind^ are to be counted upon ^ 
few fingers \ but his follies and vices are innumerable^ 
and time adds hourly to the heap. Now, the utmofl^ a 
poor poet can do, is to get by heart a lift of the cardi- 
nal virtues, and deal them with his utmofl liberality to 
his hero or his patron. He may ring the changes as far 
as it will gOj, and vary his phrafe till he has talked 
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rmind : but the reader quickly finds it is all pork *. 
a Jittle variety of fauce. For there is no inventing 
of art beyond our ideas ; and when our ideas are ex 
cd^ terms of art mu(i befo too. 

But though the matter for panegyrrc were as fi 
as the topics of fatire^ yet would it not be hard t 
oat t fulficient reafon^ why the latter wiil be a 
better received than rhe firfl. For this being bed 
oniv upon onc^ or a few perfbns at a timc^ is fu 
rdife fcnvy, and confequently ill words, from the 
who have no (hare in the hlefling. But fat ire, beii 
veiled at all, is never refented for an ofTonce by 
iince every individual perfon makes bold to undei 
it of others, and very wifely removes his particuh; 
of the burden upon the fhoulders of the world, ' 
are broad enough, and able to bear it. To this 
ppfe> I have (bmetimes relledcd upon the differeiK 
t\Veen Athens and England with refpe(fl to the poin 
fore us. In the Attic commonwealth f , it was th 
vilege and birthright of every citizen and poet, tc 
aloud, and in public^ or to expofe upon the ib 
name, any perfon -they pleafed, though^ of the gr 
figure, whether a Croon, an Hyperbolus, an Alcib 
or a Deraoftbenes. But, on the other dde, the lee 
fleMng word let fall -againii the people in general, 
immediatfly caughfup, and revenged upon the aui 
however confiderable for:' their quality or their n: 
Whereas in Ehgland ir is jpft the reverfe- of all 
Bere; you may fecurely difplay your utmoft rheioi 
gainfl mankind; in the face of the world ; tell i 
7bat all are gone aflray ; that there h none that 
goody no not one ;- that we live in the very dregs 'fi 
that knavery and atheijm are epidemic as the pox ; 
hnefly is fled with Aflrxa / with any.' other con 
places, equally new and eloquent, which are furc 
by the Jplendida tilis J. And when you have done 
whole audience, for from being, oITended, (hall r 
you thanks, as a deliverer of precious and ufeful tr 
Nay«.farther, it is but to venture your lungs, and 
may preach in Covent-garden againft foppery and 

♦ Plutarch. f.KiJ. Xcnoph. \ Hor. Sph 

nici 
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icadoiij tLfiAfimefhlngel/e'i agaihft pridi*, and difHina* 
tion, and bribery, at White-hall : you may expofe 
>pine and injufiice in the inns of cour/ chapel*; and in a 
ty pnlpit, be as fierce as you pleafe again It avarice^-Hy- 
xrify, and extortion. It is but a ball bandied to and 
0, and every man carrier a racket about him to (Irike 
firom himfelf among the reft of the company. Bar, 
1 the other fide, whoever (hould miftake the nature of 
ings fb far, as to drop but a fingle hint in public, how 
ch a one ftarved half the fieet, and half-poifoned the 
ft ; how fuch a oncy from a true principle of love and' 
Wffr, pays no debts but for wenches and play \ how 
ch a one has got a clap, and runs out of his eftate ; how 
»Wj, bribed by Juno and Venus *, loth to offend either 
Tty, flept out the whole caufe on the bench ; or, how 
:i^ an orator makes long fpeeches in the (enate wltb- 
iich thought, little fenie, and to no purpofe : whoever, 
(ay, (hould venture to be thus particular, muft expedl^ 
be iwnpn^etitd ^or fcandalum magnatum ; to have chal' 
tges fent him ; to be fued for defamation s and to be 
ought before the bar of the houfe. 
But I forget that I am expatiating on a fubje^ where- 
I have no concern, having neiiher a talent nor an ia- 
nation for fatire ! On the other fide, I am fb en- 
ely ffitisfied with the whole prefent procedure of hu- 
in things, that I have been fome years preparing ma- 
"ials towards A tanegyric upon the world ; to which I 
lended to add a lecond part, intitled, A modeft defence 
the proceedings of the rabble in all ages. Both thefe I 
d thoughts to publUb, by way of appendix to the fol- 
wing treatife; but, finding my common-place book 
[ much flower than I had reafon to expedl, I have 
oien to defer them to another occafion. Befides, I 
▼e been unhappily prevented in that defign by a cer- 
in domedic misfortune : in the particulars whereof, 
ough it would be very (eafonable, and much in the 
dern way, to inform the gentle reader^ and would alfa 

» Juno and Venus, arc money and a miltrefs ; very powerful 
ibes CO a judge, if fcandal fays true. I remember fuch re- 
gions were caft about that time, but I cannot fix the pcrfoa. 
fiflded here. 

be 
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be of great afliftance towanls extending this f>ftAb6 
into the fize now in vogue, which by rule ought to b€ 
large, in proportion as the fubfeqaent volume is /ma//i 
yet I [hall now dtfinifs our impatient reader from anj 
feriher attendance at the porch ; and having duly pre- 
pared his mind by a preliminary difcourfei (hall g|adl) 
introduce him to the fublimc myilerics that enfae» 
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TALE OT A TUB*. 

S EC T. I. 
The INTRODUCTION t, 

YY H O E V E R hath an ambition to be heard 
/ in a croudy mud prefs^ and (queeze, and 
^ thruft^ and dimby with indefatigable painSy 
till he has exalted himfelf to a certain de- 
if altitude above them. Now, in all aflembUes, 
1 you wedge them ever fo clofe, we may obierve thit 

.peculiar 

he Tfl/e o/j T«3 has made much noifc in the world. It 
le of Swift's earlieft performances, and has never been 
d in wit and fpirit by his own, or any other pen. The 
:s that have paflcd upon it are various. The moft mnte^ 
' which were fuch as relieved upon Dr. Swift, in the 
ter of a clergyman, and a Chri(tian. It has been one 

misfortunes attending Chriftianity, that many of her 
Tom a miAaken filial piety, have indulged themfeivei in 
trained and too melancholy a way of thinking. Can wb 
r, then, if a book compofod with ail the force of wit 
imour, in dertfion of facerdotal tyranny, in ridicule of 
hypocrify, and in contempt of flcgmatic fliffhels, fhould 
IfuUy mifconftrued by fomc perfons, and ignoranily roif- 
by others, as a farcafm and reflection upon the whole 
an church? Swift's ungovernable fpiritof irony has Tumc- 
carried him into very unwarrantable flights of wit. In 
^e of truth, I muft look upon the TaU of a TiA as no iV- 
infult againftChriflianity, but as a fatire againft the wild 
of the church of Rome, the flow and incomplete refor- 
1 of the Lutheraas, and the abfurd and affeacd zeal of the 
tcrians. Orrfry. 

he IntroduBion abounds with wit and humour. But the 
: never lofcs the Icaft opportunity of venting his kceneft 
againft Mr. Dtydcn, and confcqucntly loads with infults 
cateft, although theleaft profpcrous of ourEnglifli poets, 
ho can avoid fmiling, when he finds the Hind and Panther 
mplete nbflraft ifftxteen theufand fiboolmen, and when Tommy 
I fuppofcd written by the fame band, as afuppUment to the 

wont ? I am willing to imagine, that Dryden, in fomc 
:r or other, had oflfended Swift, who, otherwifc, I hope, 
\ haTC been ooore iodulgent to the errors of a man op. 
1 bj poTCft^i driTcn 00 by party, and bewildered tprre- 
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peculiar property, that over therr heads there is rooi 
enough ; but how to reach it, is the difficult |)oint; 
being as hard to get quit of number^ as of hell : 



■ evadere ad auras^ 

Hoc opuSf hie labor tjl *• 



To this end, the philofopher's way in all ages has bo 
by crefting certain edifices in the air. But, whatev 
pra«5lice and reputation thefe kind of (Irudlures have ft 
merly pofTefTed, or may (till continue in, not exceptu 
even that of Socrates, when he was fufpended in a bask 
to help contemplation ; I think, with due fubmiflio 
they (ccm to labour under two inconveniencies. Fir^ 
That the foundations being laid too high, they have be< 
often out of fight y and ever out of hearing. Second 
That the materials, being very tranfiiory, have fufien 
much from inclemencies of air^ efpecially in tliele norti 
weft regions. 

Therefore, towards the juft performance of this gre 
work, there remain but three methods that I can tbii 
on ; whereof the wifdom of our anceftors being higl 
ly fenfible, has, to encourage all afpiring adventurer 
thought fit to ereA three wooden machines fat tl 
ufe of thofe orators, who defire to talk much withoi 
interruption. Thefe are, the />////>//, the ladder^ an 
the flage itinerant. For, as to the bar^ though it fa 
compounded of the fame matter, and defigned for tfa 
fame ufe, it cannot, however, be well allowed the ho 
nour of a fourth, by reafon of its level or inferior fita 
ation, expoQng it to perpetual interruption from colls 
terals. Neither can the bench itfelf, though raifed to i 
proper eminency, put in a better claim, whatever it 

ligion But although our fatirical author, now and then ma; 

have indulged himfclfin fomc pcrfonal animofities, or may h»v 
taken freedoms not fo pcrfcftly condflcnt with that folcrnri d« 
ccncy which is required from a clergyman ; yet, throughout tb 
whole piece there is a vein of ridicule and good humour, tba 
laughs pedantry and affcftation into the lowcft degree of cod 
tempt, and cxpofcs the charaftcr ol Peter zti^Jach in fuch a man 
qcr as never will be forgiven, and never can be anfwcrcd. Orrer) 
* But to return and view the chcarful skies ; 
In this the usk and mighty labour lies. 

advocate 
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advocates infifl on. For, if they pleafe to look into the 
original dcQgn of its eredlion, and the circumftances or 
idjondls fubfervient to that defign, they will foon ac« 
knowledge the prefent pra<5lice exadly correfpondent to 
the primitive inflitHtion ; and both to anfwer the etymo* 
logy of the name, which, in the Phoenician tongue, is a 
vord of great fignification, importing, if literally inter- 
{iretcd, the place of Jleefi ; but, in common acceptation, 
ifeat well boljlered and ctijhionedy for the repofe of old and 
fiutjf limbs : Senes ut in otia tutu re^edant : B'ortune be- 
ing indebted to them this part of retaliation, that, as for- 
merly they have long talked^ whilft others /c-//, fo now 
they may fleep as long, whilft others talk. 

But if no other argument could occur, to exclude the 
kench and the bar from the lift of oratorial machines, it 
were fufficient, that the admiflion of them would over- 
throw a number, which I was refolved to eftablifh, what- 
ever argument it might coft me ; in imitation of that 
jiradent method obfervcd by many other philofophers 
and great clerks, whofe chief art in divifioa has been 
to grow fond of fome proper myftical number, which 
their imaginations have rendered facred, to a degree, 
that they force common rea(bn to find room for it in 
every part of nature ; reducing, including, and adjuft- 
iDg every genus and fpecies within that compass, by 
coupling fome againft their wills, and banifhing others at 
any rate. Now, among all the rell, the profound num- 
ber THREE is that which hath moft employed my 
fublimed fpeculations, nor ever without wonderful de- 
light. There is now in the prefs, and will be publifted 
next term, a panegyrical elFay of mine upon this num- 
ber ; wherein I have, by mofl convincing proofs, not 
only reduced ihtfenfes and the elements under its banner, 
bat brought over fevcral deferters from its two great ri- 
vals, S E V E N and NINE. 

Now, the firft of thefe oratorial madiines In place, as 
well as dignity, is the pulpit. Of pulpits there are in 
this iilanJ fcveral forts ', but I efteeni only that nude of 
timber from the fylva Ca/e.lontJy which agrees very well 
with our climate. If it be upon its decay, it is the 
better, both for conveyance of found, and for otncr rea- 
fi)ns to be mentioned by and by. The decree of per- 

VoL. 1. D fcaioa 
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fedlion in (hape and fize, I take to conGi\ in being at 
tremely narrow, with Jittle ornament, and beft of al 
without a cover, (for, by ancient rule, it ought to be 
the only uncovered vffffelin every afTembly, where it i: 
slghtfully ufed) by which means, from its near refem 
blance to a pillory, it will ever have a mighty, influeno 
on human ears. 

Of laJiiers I need fay nothing. It is obferved by fo. 
<Teigner8 themfelves, to the honour of our country, that 
we excel all nations in our practice and under(Undin| 
of this machine. The afcending orators do not onl) 
oblige their audience in the agreeable delivery, but the 
whole world in the earfy publication of their fpeeches; 
which I look upon as the choiceft treafury of our Bri- 
tifh eloquence, and thereof, I am informed, that wor- 
thy citizen and book feller, Mr. John Dunton, hath made 
a faithful and a painful colledlion, which he fliortly de- 
iigns to publiih in twelve volumes in folio, illuftrated 
with copper-plates : A work highly ufefiil and curiou^i 
and altogether worthy offuch a hand. 

The laft engine of orators Is the ftage-ittnerant *, 
erefted with much lagacity, fuh Jove pluvio, in triviiret 
quadriv'tis f . It is the great feminary of the two former, 
and its orators are fometimes preferred to the one, and 
ibmetimes to the other, in proportion to their deferYings, 
there being a flri^ and perpetual intercourfe betweea 
all three. 

From this accurate dedu<5tion it is manifeft, that, for 
obtaining attention in public, there is of neceflity rc- 
.xjuired a fuper'tor pojition of place. But although this 
point be generally granted, yet the caufe is little agreed 
in ; and it feems to me, that very few phiiofophers have 
fallen into a true, natural folution of ih\% phanomenon. 
The deepeft account, and the moft fairly digeded of any 
I have yet met with, is this, That air being a heavy 
body, and therefore, according to the fyftem of Epicu* 
rus \y continually defcending, muft needs be more fq^ 
when loaden and preffed down by words ; which are al* 

* Is the mountehank's Jiage^ whofc orators the author dctc^ 
mines either to the gallev/s or a conventicle. 
f In the open air, and ia ilreets where the greateft itfort it 
i Lucxet. lib, .2, 

& 
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of nwch' weight and gravity,. as it is manifeft' 
b deep imprejpons they make and leave upon us ; 
fore mult' be delivered ifom a due altitude^ or 
will neither carry a good ain>| nor fall down ' 
ifficient force. 

am quo^ue en'm vccfim conftarefatendum efl^ 
'turn,. quoHtam foffimt impellere fenfus *. 

Lucr. lib. 4« 

am the readier to favour this conjefture, from a 
obfervatioo, that, in the feveral afleinblies of 
or8> nature itfelf hath inftru(fted the hirers to 
h their mouths open, and ere<fted parallel to 
an, fo as they may be interfered by aperpen- 
le from the zenith to the centre of the earth, 
pofifion, if the audience be well compart; 
e carrier home a (harC; and little or nothing 

fsy there is fomething yet more refined In the 
ce and Hrurture of our modem theatres. For, 
pit is funk below the (lag/?, with due regar4' 
ftitution above deduced ; that whatever weighty. 
all be delivered thence, whether it be lead or 
fall plum into the jaws of certain critics^ as I 
y are called, which (land ready opened to de* 
1. Then the boxes^ are built round, and railed 
i with the fcene, in deference to -the ladies; 
lat large portion of wit laid out in raifing pru« 
d protuberances, is obferved to run much upoii 
nd ever in a circle. The whining pafllons^. 
ftarved conceits, are gently wafted up, by their- 
;me levity, to the middle region ; and there 
are frozen by the frigid underflandings of the 
:s. Bombaftry and buffoonry, by nature lofty 
, (bar highefl of all ; and would be loft in the 
he prudent architedt had not, with much fore* 
itrived for them a fourth place called the twelve^ 
'eryy and there planted a fuitable colony, wh9^ 
ntercept them in their paflagc. 

ertain then, that voice that thus can wound, 
maUr\a\\ bodj/ zscxy found. 

D 2 l^Vil 
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Now this phyfico-Iogical fcheme of oratorial recep- 
tacles or fuachineSy contains a great myfiery ; being a 
type, a fign, an emblem, a (hadow, a fynibo], bearing 
analogy to the fpacious common wealth of writers, and 
to thofe methods by which they muft exalt therofelves 
to a certain eminency above the inferior world. B31L the 
pulpit are adumbrated the writings of our mo.-fern/aiftts 
in Great Britain, as they have fpiritualifed and refined 
them from the drofs and groflhefs of/en/e and human rea^ 
/on. The matter, as we have faid, is of rotten wood ; 
and that upon two conliderations ; becaufe it is the qua* 
lity of rotten wood to give light in the dark: and, fe- 
condly, becaufe its cavities are foil of worms v which it 
a type with a pair of handles *, having a refped to the 
two principal qualifications of the orator, and the two 
different fates attending upon his works. 

The laJJer is an adequate fymbol of faSiion^ and of 
poetry ; to both of which fo noble a number of authors 
are indebted for their fame. Of fa^Jon f, becauie* 

*♦*#####«#«# Hiatus til 
#♦###**#*##» ^^^ 

*##*#»###*## o£ poetry, 
becaufe its orators do ferorare with a fong ; aiM, be- 
caufe climbing up by flow degrees, Fate is Aire to turn 
them off before they can reach within many fteps of the 
top ; and becaufe it is a preferment attained by transfer- 
ring of propriety, and a confounding o£meum and tuum. 

Under the Jiage-itinerant are couched thofe produc- 
tions defigned for the plcafure and delight of mortal 
man ; foch as, Sixpenny-worth of wit, JVcftminfter drol" 
hrieSf Delightful tale 5 y Complete jesters y ancl the like; by 
which the writers of and for GRUB-STREET have 

* The two principal qualifications of a fanatic preacher, are^ 
his inward light, and his head full of maggots ; and the two 
different fates of his writings are to be burnt or worm-eaten. 

f Here is pretended a defeft in the manufcript ; and this is 
very frequent with our author, either when he thinks he cannot 
fay any thing worth reading; or when . he has no mind to 
enter on the fubjc£l ; or when it is a matter of little moment; 
or perhaps to amufe his reader, whereof he is fre<}uently very 
fond; or, lallly, with fomc fatirical intentioiu 
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itter ages fo nobly triumphed over Time; have 
swings, pared his nails, filed his teeth, turned 
hour-glais, blunted his fcythe^ and drawn the 
out of his (hoes. It is under this clafs I have 

to lift my prefent treatifc, being juft come 
!ng the honour conferred upon me, to be ad- 
lember of that illuftrious fraternity. 
I am not unaware, how the produdions of the 
Tt brotherhood have of late years follen under 
judtces ; nor how it has been the perpetual enr- 

of tv/o- junior ftart-up focieties, to ridicule 
I their authors, as unworthy their eftablifhed 
e commonwealth" of wit and- learning. Their 
riences will eafily inform them, whom I mean, 
he world been fo negligent a looker-on, as not 
? the continual efforts made by the focieties of 
*"and of Will's f to edify a name and repu* 
5n the rain of OURS. And this is yet a 
ing grief to us, upon the regards of tendcr- 
?ll asof juftice, when we refleS on their P/ro- 
not only as unjuft, but as- ungrateful^ unduti-- 
mnatural. For how can it be forgot by the 
• themfelves^, to fay nothing' of our own re- 
lidvare full and clear in the point, that they 
feminaries, not only of our piantingy but our 
00 ? 1 am informed, our two r'tvals have lately 
)ffcr to enter into the lifts with united force*, 
nge us to a comparifon of books, both as to 
id numbtr. In return to which, with licence 
pre/i.lenty I humbly offer two anfwers. Firft, 
I'e propofal is like that which Archimedes made 
ijVtfr affair J, including ^m impoflibilrty in the 

for where can they find fcales of capacity cw 
the firft, or an arithmetician of fj/><?r/// enough 
:ond ? Secondly, we are 'ready to accept the 
; but with this condition, that a third indif- 
m college Was the place where the Royal focicty then 
whence they removed to Crane court In Fleet- ftrect. 
t'>ffi:ehoi(fc in Covent-garden was formerly the place 
poots ufiially met; which, though it be yet frefli in 
Q fomc years may be forgotten, and want this cx» 

.bout moving the earth. 
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(crent pcrCon be alTigncdy to whofe tnipartial judgmcft 
it (hould be left to decide, which fodety each book, trea- 
ufe, or pamphlet, do moft properly belong to. This 
point, God knows, is very far from being fixed at pre» 
lent: for we are ready to produce a catalogue of iome 
thoufands, which in all common judice ought to be in- 
titled to our fraternity, but by the revolted and new- 
fangled writers moft pcrfidiouOy afcribed to the others. 
Upon all which, we think it very unbecoming our pru- 
dence, that the determination fbould be renutted to the 
authors thcmielves ; when our adverfariesy by brigning 
and caballing, have caofed fo nniverfal a defedion frooi. 
us, that the greateft part of oar fociety hath already de- 
ferted to them, and our neareft friends begta ta ftandt 
aloof, as if they were half alhamed to own us. 

This is the utraoft I am authorifed to fay, upon fo \m^ 
grateful and melancholy a fubjefb ; becaufe we are ex- 
treme unwilling to inflame a controverfy, whofe contt^ 
Buance may be To fatal to the Interefts of us all ; defiring 
much rather that things be amicably compofed ; and we 
ihall fo far advance on our fide, as to be ready to re- 
ceive the two prodigals with open arms, whenever they 
ihall think fit to return from their hujks and theic bar^ 
lots ; which, I think, from the prefent courfe of their 
Audies*, they moft properly may be faid to be engaged 
in ; and, like an indulgent parent, continue to thm 
our affc(5lion and our blefling. 

But the greateft maim given to that general receptioit 
which the writings of our fociety have formerly recei- 
ved, ( next to the tranfitory ftate of all fublnnarv 
things), hath been a fuperficial vein among many reao* 
ers of the prefent age, who will by no means be perfna* 
ded to infped beyond the furface and the rind of things : 
Whereas, ivifdom is a /ox, who, after long hunting, will 
at laft coft you the pains to dig out ; it is a cbeefcf 
which, by how much the richer, has the thicker, tl^fr 
homelier, and the coarfer coat ; and whereof, to a judi- 
cious palate the maggots are the bcft : it is zfack'pofetf. 
wherein the deeper ycu go, you will find it the fweetcr* 
IVifdom is a han^ whofe cackling we muft value and con- 

^ Virtu ofo experiments, and modem comedies. 
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ecanfe it is attended with an egg. Bur^ then^ 
t is a nui, which, unlefs you chufe with judgr- 
nay cofl: you a tooth, and pay you with nothing 
orm. In Gonfequence of thefe momentous truths,, 
.baean (ages have always chofen to convey theis 
8 and their arts (hut up within the vehicles o£ 
ad fables ; which having been periiaps more care^ 
curious in adorning, than was altogether necef> 
: has£ired with thefe vehicles, after the ufual fate 
'ht% over-finely painted and gilt, that the Urai^ 
azers have £o dazled their eyes, and filled their 
itions with the outward loflre, as neither to re* 
confider the perfon or the parts of the owner with-^ 
misfortune we undergo with fomewhat lefs re- 
y, becaufe it has been common to us with Pytha-^ 
Afop, Socrates, and other of our predeceflbrs. 
/ever, that neither the world, nor ourielves, may 
iger fufier by fuch mifunderftandings, I have been 
ed on, after much importunity from my friends, 
7el in a complete and laborious diHertatloa upoa 
ime produ^ions of our fociety ; which, befides 
}eautiful externals for the gratification of fupec* 
readers, have darkly and deeply couched under 
be moil fini(hed and refined fyClems of all fciences 
:s ; as I do not doubt to4ay open by untwifting 
nnding, and either to draw op by exantktion, or; 
^ by incifion. 

s great work was entered upon fome years ago bf 
our moft eminent members. He began with the 
of Reynard the /ox * ; but nekher lived to pu-^ 
is efTiy, nor to proceed farther in fo ufefuL an at* 
; which is very much to be lamented, becaufe the 
ery he made, and communicated with his friends, 
uaiverfally received ; nor do I tbink^ any of the 
i will difpute that famous treatife to be a com- 
►ody of civil knowledge, and the revelation, or ra- 
le apocalypfe of all ftate-tfrf tf»tf . But the progrefs 
made is much greater, having already finifhed my 

he author fecms here to be miftakcn ; for Thavc fccn a. 

edition of Reynard the fox above a hundred years old,. 

1 take to be the original ; for the reft, it has been 

tit by many people to contain fome fatirical defign in It. 
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animtatioiis upon feveral dozens ; firom feme of wbicl! 
I fhall impart a few hints to the candid reader^ as far as 
will be neceflary to the condufion at which I aim. 

The firrt piece I have handled, is that of Tom ThumB^ 
whofe author was a Pythagorean philofopher. Tha 
dark treatife contains the whole fcheme of the metem* 
pjychoftsy deducing the progrefs of the foul through all 
her ftages. 

The next \^ Dr. FanfluSj penned by Artephius, an au* 
thor bona notify and an aJef>tus. He publifhed it in the 
nine-hundredth-e^lity-fourth year of his age *. This 
writer proceeds wholly by reintradatton, or in the via 
hamlda : and the marriage between Fanftus and Helen 
does mod confpicuoafly dilucidate the fermenting of tlilB 
male and female dragon, 

lyhittington and iis cat is the Work of thot myfteriooi 
Rabhly Jehudl Hannafi ; containing a defence' of the 
Cemara of the Jerufalem Mifna f, and its juft preference 
to that of Babylon, contrary to the vulgar opinion. 

The Hind and Panther. This is the mafter-piece of a 
famous writer now living t, intended for a compleft 
ab(lra(5t of fixteen thoufand fchoolmen from- Scotus to 
Bellarmin. 

Tommy Potts, Another piece fuppofed by the fan* hanel| 
by way of fupplement to the former. 

The wife men of Goathamy cum appenJice. This is * 
treatife of immenfe erudition ; being the great original 
and fountain of thofe arguments, bandied about both in 
France and Rngkmd; for a juft' defence of the moderns 
learning and wit agiinllthe prefumption, the pride, antl 
ignorance of the ancients. This unknown author bath 
fo exhaufted the fubjeft, that a penetrating reader will 
eaGly difcover whatever hath been written Gnce upon 
that difpute to be little more than repethion.* Aii 

♦ Thcchymiftsfay of him in their books, that heprolonged 
his life to a thoufand years, and then died voluntarilj. Ha-wkif. 

\ The G<m/ir^ is the Jecifion, explanation^ or intcrpretati^m 
of the Jewifh rabbics : and the Mijn7 is pnipcrly the code of 
body of the Jcwifh civil or coininon law. Hawk*/, 

\ Viz. ill the i6yJ3.- 

aUlraA- 
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of this tceatife hath been lately publifhed by a 
nember of our fociety *. 
b notices may ferve to give the learned reader an 

well as a tade^ of what the whole work is like- 
oduce ; wherein I have now altogether circum* 
ny thoughts and my ftudies ; and^ if I can bring 
►erfedlion before I die, fhall reckon I have well 
id the poor remains of an. unfortunate life f * 
deed is more than I can judly expe^ from a quill 
t the pith in the fervice of the ftate, in pro's and 
3n Popi/hptots, 2JidmeaUtubsXy2iTidtxciuJion'hillSf 
fve obedienccy and addrejfes of lives and fortunes i 
*-ogativey and propertyy and liberty of confcience^. 
frs to a friend : from an underdandinganci a con- 
thread -bare and ragged with perpetual turn*^ 
)m a head broken in a hundred places by the ma* 
of the oppodte fadions ; and from a body fpent 
ses ill cured, by tru(!ing to bawds and furgeonSj. 

it afterwards appeared, were profefled enemies 
md the government, and revenged their party's 
upon my nofe and (hins. Four/core and elevei^ 
ts have I written under three reigns, and for the 
of fix and thirty fadHons. Hut, finding the 

no farther occaiion for me and my ink,. I reture 
r to draw it out into fpeculations more beca- 
philofopher; having, to my unlpeakable com* 
led a long life with a confcience void of offence. 
) return : I am affured from the reader's can- 
t the brief (p'ecimen I have given, will cafily 

the reft of our fbciety's productions from an a- 
grown, as it is manifeft, out of envy and fgno- 
fhat they are of little farther ufe or value to 
i beyond the common entertainments of their 

their (lyle y for thefe I am fure have, never yet 

I fuppofe to be underftood of Mr. WottDn*5 difcourle 

t and modern learniag. 

t the author fccms to pcrfonate L'Etlrangc, Dryden, 

; others, -who, after having paHed their lives in vices. 

ind falfehood, have the impudence to talk of merit, 

cence, and fuficrings. 

jng Charles II. 's time, there was an account of a Pref- 

lot, found in a tub, \s'hich then made much noife. 
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been difputed by onr keencft adverfiuries : ia both which) 
as well as the more profound and myftical part, I have 
throughout this treatife clofely followed the moft ap- 
plauded originals. And to reader all complete, I have^ 
with much thought and application of mind, fo ordered, 
that the chief title prefixed to it, I raean^ that under 
which-1 deCgn it fhall pais in the common cooveriations 
of court and town, is modelled ezadly after the manner 
peculiar to our foci^ty. 

I confefs to have been (bmewhat liberal in the bufipefs 
of titles *, having obferved the humour of multiplying 
them to bear great vogue among certain writers, whom^ 
I exceedingly reverence. And indeed it feems not an^ 
leafonable, that books, the children of the brain, (hould^ 
have the honour to be chriftened with variety of names,- 
as well as other infants of quality. Our famous Dry* 
den has ventured to proceed a point futher, endeavoof* 
ing to introduce alfb a multiplicity of godfathers \ s 
which is an improvenient of much more advantage, upon 
a very obvious account. It is a pity this admirable in- 
vention has not been better cultivated, fo as to grow by 
this time into general imitation, when fuch an authori* 
ty ferves it for a precedent. Nor have my endeavours 
been wanting to fecond fo ufeful an example : but it 
feems, there is an unhappy cxpence ufually annexed to 
the calling of a godfather, which was clearly oqt of my 
head, as it is very reafonable to believe. Where the 
pinch lay, I cannot certainly affirm ; but having em* 
ployed a world of thoughts and painy to fplit my trea- 
tife into forty feflions, and having intreated forty lords 
of my acquaintance, that they would do me the honour 
to (land, they all made it a matter of confcience, voi 
fent me their excufes. 

* The title page Jn the original was fo torn, that it was not- 
poHible to recover feveral titles, which the author here fpeais 
of. 

t Sec Virgil tranflated, &c. He dedicated the different parts 
of Virgil to different patrons. 

iSECT. 
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S E C T. II. 

npon a time, there was a man vrho had three 
8 by one mtc*, and all at a birth; neither 
midwife tell certainly which was the eldeft. 
ler died while they were young ; and upon his 
, calling the lads tohim, fpoke thus : 
Becaujff 1 have purchafed no eftate, nor was born 
have long conjidered if fome good legacies to be^ 
r ; and at laftj with much car^ as well as expence^ 
fided each of you (here they are) a new coat f . 
are to under ft and ^ that the/c coats have two vir^ 
inedinthem. One is, that, with good wearing, 
(aft you frejh and/bund as long as you live. Toe 
'hat they will grow in the fame proportion with' 
r, lenghtening and widening of theinf elves, fo as t$ 
fit. Here, let me fee them on you before I die. 
veil ; pray, children, wear them clean, and bruftf 
r. Tou will find in my will^ (here it is) full in* 
in every particular concerning the wearing and 
mt of your coats ; wherein you muft be very exaSf, 
he penalties I have appointed for every tranfgref 
^leh, upon which your futttre fortunes will entirely 
I have alfo commanded in my will, that you ft?ould 
'her in one houfe^ like brethren 'and friends ; for 
will befure to thrive, and not otherwife. 

thcfc three fons, Peter, Martin, and Jack; Popery, 
:h of England, and our Proteftant Diflenters are de- 
W. Wotton. 

charader of Peter ^ we fee the Pope, feated on his pon- 
one, and adorned vrith his triple cown. In the pi« 
Martittf we view Luther and the firft reformers. And 
fcription of Jaek^ we behold John Calvin and his dif- 
The author's arrows are chiefly dire^led againft Peter 
To Martin he fliews all the indulgence that the laws 
:y will permit. Orrery. 

IIS coats, which he gave his fons, the garment of the 
. fr. Wotton. 

or (with fubmiflion) of the learned commentator; for 
satsare meant the doitrineand faith of CbriJHanity, by 
om of the divine founder, fitted to all times, places, 
jmHances. Lamhinn 
New TcilamcQt. 
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Here the ftory fays, this good father died and the 
three fons went all together to feck their fortunes. 

I (hajl not trouble you with recounting what adven- 
tures they met for the firft feven years, any farther than 
by taking notice^ that they carefully obferved their fa- 
ther's vf'Sly and kept their coats in very good order ; 
that they travelled through fcverjl countries, encoun- 
tered a reafonable quantity of giants, and (lew certain 
dragons. 

Being now arrived at the proper age for producing 
tbemfelves, they came up to town, and fell in love wiih 
the ladies 5 but efpecially three, who about that time* 
verc in chief reputation ; the Dutchefs d* Argent, Ma- 
dame dc Grands Titres, and the Countefs d'Orgueil *. 
On their firft appearance, our three adventurers met with 
a very bad reception ; and foon with great (agacity 
guefEng out the reafon, they quickly began to improve 
in the good qualities of the town. They writ, and 
rallied, and rhymed, and fung, and faid, and faid no- 
thing ; they drank, and fought, and whored, and ilepf, 
and fwore, and took fnuff ; they went to new plays on 
the firfl night, haunted the chocolate-houfes, beat the 
watch, lay on bulks, and got claps; they bilked hack- 
ney-coachmen, ran in debt with (hop-keepers, and lay 
with their wives ; they killed bailiflTs, kicked fidlers 
down (lairs, eat* at Locket's, loitered at Will's ; they 
talked of the drawing-room, and never came there; 
dined with lords they never faw ; whifpered a dutchefs, 
and fpoke never a word ; expofed the fcrawls of their 
laundrefs for billetdoux of quality; came ever juft 
from court, and were never feen in it ; attended the levee 
/ulf dio : got a lift of peers by heart in one company, and 
with great familiarity retailed them in another. Above 
all, they conftantly attended thofe committees of fena- 
tors, who are (ilent in the houfe, and loud in the coffeehoujft 
where they nightly adjourn to chew the cud of poll- 
tics ; and are encompaffcd with a ring of difciplcs, 
who lie in wait to catch up their droppings. The 

• Their minrefles arc, the Dutchefs d*Argent, Mademoifell 
dc Grands Titres, and the Countefs d'Orgueil; i.e. covetouf/ 
rcfs, ambition, and pride; which were the three great vices 
that the afliicnt fuhcrs inveighed agaiaft, as tlie firS cofnipti- 
Oiii of Chriftianitjr. /r. WoUon, 

tlireC 
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rothers had acquired forty other quafifications of 

ftarop) too tedious 4o 4recount ; and, by confc* 
, were judly Teckoaed the mofl accomplifhed pcr- 
the town. But all would not fuffice, and the ladies 
d continued iHll inflexible. To dear up whick 
y, I muft, with the reader's good leave and pa- 
have rccourfe to fome points of weight, which the 
I of that age have not fufEciently HluHrated. 
about this time it happened, a (edl arofe, whofe 
obtained and fpread very far, efpecially in the 
toniU^ and among every body of good faftiion * • 
wor (hipped a fort of sdol\ , who, as their doc« 
•livered, did daily create men by a kind of ma- 
ry operation. This idol they placed in the higheft 
r the houfe, on an altar eredled about three foot. 

(hewn In the poflure of a Persian Emperor, fitting 
terficies^ with his legs interwoven under him. Thig 
1 a goofi for his enfign ; whence it is, that fome 

men pretend to deduce his original from Jupiter 
inns. At his left hand, beneath the altar, hclt 
to open, and catch at the animals the idol was 
; : to prevent which, certain of his prieds hourly 
a pieces of the uninformed mafs or fobihnce, and 
les whole limbs already enlivened ; which that 
gulf infatiably ' fwallowcd, terrible to behold. 
^ was alfo held a fubaltern divinity, or deus mi^ 
entium ; before whofe (hrine was facrificed that 
I, whole hourly food is human gore, and who is 
reat renown abroad for being the delight and fa* 

of the £gyptian Cercopithecus ^ . Millions of 
limaU were cruelly llaughtered every day, to ap- 
le hunger of that confuming deity. The chief 
I alfo worfhtpped as the inventor of the yard and 

whether as the god of feamen, or on account of 
other my (tical attributes, hath not been fufficiently 

is is ao occaiional fatire upon drcis and fidhion, in order 

iuce what follows. 

this idol is meant a taylor. 

5 Egyptians worlhippcd a monkey ; which animal is 

ad oif eating lice, ityled here creatures that feed on hu^ 

re. 

.1. fi TV« 
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The worfhippers of'tbisdeity^bad alfo a fyftem^f tlieir 
beliefy which fecmcd to tutn upon the following funda- 

. mentals. They held the univerfe to be a large /itit nf 
cloathsf which hivffts every thing : that the earth is /*»- 
vefted by the air ; the air is 'mvefled by the (iars ; and 
the ftars are invefled by the prlmntn mohiie. Lbok on this 
globe of earth, you will find-it to bie a very complete and 
falhionabie drcfs. \Vhat is that 'which fome call land^ 
but a fine coat faced with green ? or thzfea, but awaift- 

.coat of water -tabby ? Proceed to the p^n-ttcular wofkS'Of 
the creation 9 you will -find how curious journeyman Na- 
ture hath been, to trim up the vegetable beaux : obferve 
how (parkifh a periwig adorns the head of a beech, and 
what a fine doublet of white fattin is worn by the birch. 
To conclude from all, what is man himfelf but a micr^ 
coat * ; or rather a complete fiiit <if cloaths, with all ks 
trimmings ? As to his body^ thei'e can be no dlfpute. 
But examine even the acquirement's of his mind, you will 
find them alJ cootribute, in their order, towards fumxfh- 
ing out an exa(3^drefs. To inftance *no more ; is tiot 
rcligidn a cloak; honcfty a pair 'of PoeSy worn'Oiit In 
the dirt ; felf-love a furtout ; vanity a Jhirt ; and coli- 
fcience a pair of breeches^ which, though a cover for- 
jewdnefs as well as naftibefs, is eafily fiipt down for the* 

^fervice of both ? 

Thefe poflulata being admitted, it will follow in due 

.courfe of reafonlng, that tbofe beings whidi the world 
calls improperly fuiis of cloaths^ are in reality the raoft 
refined fpecies of animals ; or, to proceed higher, that 
they are rational creatures, or men. For is it not ma- 
nifeft, that they live, and move, and talk, and perform- 
all other offices of human life ? Are not beauty, and wil^ 
and mien, and breeding, their inieparable proprieties ?- 
In (hort, we fee nothing but them, hear nothing b« 
them. Is it not they who walk the fh^ts, £11 up far^ 
iiament' ■ ■- , coffe e^ « , play ■ , bawdy hu/es ? It i»-- 
true indeed, that thefe animals, which are ^vulgarly call— - 

,^d ftiits of chaths, or drej/es, do, according to certain 

.compofitions, receive diEPercnt appellations. If one (^C 

* Alluding to the word microcofm^ or a=littlcifrorld| as 

iJtfath been calkd by philofujhcrs. 
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rimmed, up with a gold qhainy and t red gpwn^* 
i€ rod 9 and a great horfe^ it is. called a Lord 
f certain crmitis and furs be placed in acertaia ' 
we ftyle them a Judge; and fo, an apt con- 
if lawn and black fattinv we intitic a Bijbop, 
of thefe profelFors, though agreeing in the main ' 
ere yet more refined uporv certain branches of 
lelJy-that man was -an anim'a^ compounded of 
7, the natural and the cehjlialfuil ; which were 
and the foul ; that tlie foul was tjie outward, 
ody the inward cloathing \ that the latter was 
', but the former of daily creation and circiimr 
This lafl they proved by fcripture ; becaufc in 
w, and move,y and have mr being :'2kS likewi(e 
3phy ; bccaufe they are all in ally and all in 
/. BeddeSy (aid they, feparate thefc two, and 
Ind the body to be only a fenfelefs unfavoury 
By all which it is manifeil, that the outward - 
I aecds be. tiie fpul. 

s. fyftcm of religion, were tagged feveral fubaitern » 
* J which were entertained with great vogue ; 
;ular>y> the faculties, of the nund were deduced 
irncd ainoDg them iii this manner. Embroidery 
vfit ; gold fringe, was agreeable convcrfafion / 
was repartee; a. huge long periwig was hti> 
kd a coat, full, of pQwder wa? very good raille/yi, ■ 

irft part of the tale, is the hiftory of Pctcf, Thereby 
xpofcJ. Every body knows, the Paftifls have madp 
rions to Chriftiamty; that indeed is the grcal cxccp^ 
1 the ckurch of. England makes again ft them: according, 
^gins his pranks with adding afieulder-kmi to his coat. 

ions oi Peter arc the a£lions of a maij intoxicated- with 
7cr, rage, tyranny, and fclf-conccit. Thcfcpaffions ate 
the moft ridiculous light: and the effeSs ot them pro- 

the tenetsand doilrinesof papalRome, fuchaspurga- 
!ncc, images, indulgences, auricular confeilion, tranfub* 
.and t.iolc dreadful monftcrs,ihc pontifical buIIs.whicH, 

to tliis ludicrous author, derived their ori^ii)al from 

s bulls of Colchis, defcribcd by O vrd. 

!5 vultus, prxfixaque cornua ferro ; 

vmque folum pede fulfarvere hifulco;" 

/'que loctuH mu^Uibus tmplevere. Met. 1. vii* V. xi3. 

Orrery. 

£ 2 £&' 
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All which required ahandance of fineffe and deVtci 
to manage witb advantage, as well as a fkx\€t obfer 
after times and fafhions. 

I have^ with much pains and reading, collbAed c 
ancient authors, thts (hort fnmmary of a body of ph 
pby and divinity ;: which (ecms to have been com 
by a vein and race of thinking, very different fr^n 
other fyftem?, either ancient or mot^rn. And it wa 
merely to entertain or fatisfy the reader^ curioGty 
rather to give him fight into (everal circumflanccs o 
following ftory ; that, knowing the ftate of difpof 
and opinions in an age (b remote, he may better 
prehend thofe great events which were the iffue of i 
I advife Hierefore the coarteous reader, to pevufe, 
a world of application, again and again, whatever I 
written upon this matterv And leaving thefe b: 
ends, I carefully gather np the chief thread of my 
and proceed. 

Thefe opinions therefore were (b nniverial, as w 
the pra^ices of them, among the refined part of 
ai)fd town, that our three* brother-adventurers, as 
iTircumftances then ftood, were ftrangcly at a lofs. 
on the one fide, the three bdies they addreflfed ) 
ielves to, whom we have named alfeady, were ever 
^ery top of the fafhion, and abhorred all that were I 
k but the breadth of a hair. On the other fide, 
father's will was very precife ; and it was the mail 
cept in it, with the greatest penalties annexed, n 
add to, or diininifii from, their coats, one thread, wi 
a pofitive command in the wilik Now, the coats 
father had left them,, were, it is true, of very 
cloth ; and, befides, fo neatly fown, you would 
thev were all of a piece ;, but at the fame time very 
and with little or no ornament*. And it happened] 

^ His dcfcnptlon of the cloth of which the coat was mat 
a farther meaning than the words may iieem to import : ' 
*' coats theif finthcr had left them, were of very good cloth 
** beHdes, fo neatly fown, you would Iwcar ihey were s 
'* piece ; but at the fame time very plain, with little or nc 
«' mcnt." This is thediflinguifliing charaftcrof theChrift 
lirjon. Cbri/ihaa reH^io abfolutaet JimpUx, was AmmianiisMs 
ttus's dcfcripiion of it, who was himfclf a Heathen. ^. ^ 
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before they were a month ' in town, great fiouiJer^ 
knois came op*; ftraitall the world wtisfiouUer-knots; 
DO approaching the ladies ruelieSf without the quota of 
fiouiatr^knots, That Fellow, cries one, has no foul s 
vAcrt is bis Jbmldef'knot ? Our three brethren foon dif- 
covered their want by fad experience^ meeting in their 
walks with forty mortifications and indignities. If they 
went to the plitf'houfe, the door-keeper (hewed them ia>- 
to the twelve-penny gallery. If they called a boat^ 
fays a waterman^ / am firft /culler. It they flepped to 
wRoft to take a bottle, the drawer would cry. Friend^ 
ve fell no ale. If they went to vifit a lady, a footmaa 
met them at the door, with Pray, fend up your meffage. In 
this ni»ppy ca(e they went immediately to coniult their 
fiither's will \ read it overand over, but not a word of 
l\)eJboulder^kMOt, What (hould they dof What temper 
fliODld they find ? Obedience was abfolutely neceiFary, 
and yet Jboulder-knois appeared extremely requifite. A^ 
tcr noch thought, one of the brothers, who happened 
10 be more hok4earned than the ether two, faid, he had 
.iBond an expedient. // is true, faid he, there is nothing 
herg ia ibis tv///, -totidem verbis f , making mention of 
llibalder<4uiot8 : but I dare conje£fure, we may find them 
Judofivef or totidem fyllabis. This diflinAion was im- 
Bbdiately' approved by all ; and fo th^y-iell again to 
oamine. B«t their evil ftar had-fo dire^fbed the • matter, 
tiait the firft fyUable was no^ to be found in the whole 
vriting. Upon which* difippoinimene, he who found 
Ae former evafion, took heart, and faid, Brotherp, ther^ 
miejeibopepi for though we cannot find ^ hem totidem ver* • 
bis, nor totidcirafyUabis,^ / dare engage we /hall make ihen$ 
mt tertio modo^ ^r totidem: Uteris. This difcovery was^ • 
r^f aUb highly commended r upon whicli they fell once more 

^t * By this is anderdood the firft introducing of pageanirjf;, 
; nd unneccflary ornaments in the charch, fuch as were ocither 
12L lit coDvenieiR-e oor edification^ as a JboiMtr ksotf in which 
IsA ttere is neither fyrnmetry nor ufe. 

^i t "^9(^0 the Pafnfts' cannot find any thing which th^ waut 
etJ irCrripture, they-gn -to 9^3/ frtfi/i/Mif. Thus Peter is intro- 
^s^ heoi diflatisficd with the todious way of looking for all the 
.f^l kncit of any word, which he has occafion for in the tuill } 
^1 vhea neither the conftituenc fyllablcs, nor much Icfs the whole 
,. I Vfidy were there in icrmlnis. ff. fTottoH^ 
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to tFc fcrrt'rry, md picked oat S, H,0,U,L,D,E,R; 
vf^rn the fjroe phret, enmy to their repofe, had won- 
^r: !!y c?r.!r:ve.\ t at a K was not to hie found. Here 
VIS a weij,hry diiT-cuIry \ But the «!iitinguifhing bro- 
t'-"Pr. for whom ue fhzll hereiftcr find a name, now 
hi? hani was in, proved, hy a very good argomenty that 
K \(3S a modern iilfgitimatc letter, unknown to the 
learned agf?, nor any where to he found in ancient ma- 
rufcripr?, " 'Ti« irre'* (faid he} ** the word CafemU 
•* hath in C^. V. C. • been fometimes written with a 
•* K ; hut error.eoufly ; for in the heft copies it has been 
" ever fpelt with a C. And, by confequence, it wast 
*' gTois miftake in our language to Ipell knct with a K ; 
*' but that from henceforward he woafd take care it 
*• fiiould be written with a 15.** Upon this all farther 
difficulty vanifhed ; fhoulder'krtots were made clearly out 
tohcjurcfeterr.o'; and our three gentlemen fwaggered 
with as large and as Aauntirg ones as the heft. 

But as human happinefs is of a very fhort duration^ 
fb in thofc Jays were hnman fafhions, upon which it en- 
. tir/'Iy depends. ShuUer-knots had their time ; and we 
Tnufl now imagine them in their decline : for a certiun 
lord came juft from Paris, with fiftj yaids of gaitUace 
upon his coat^ exadlly trimmed after the court-fiifhion 
of that month. In two days all mankind smpeared clofed 
up in bars of gr,!(f'!cce f . Whoever durft peep abroad 
ivithout his complement o^pohUiace^ was as foandalons as 

a , and as ill received among the women. What 

fliould our three knights do in this momentous affair T 
They had fufficienlly ftraijied a point already, in the af- 
fair of JhouUer 'knots. Upon recourfe to the will, no*- 
thing appeared there but alttim fileutium. That of the 
jlrAilder'kn'its was a loofc, flying, ckcumftantial point; 
but this ofgolxi-lace feemed too conliderable an altera- 
tion without better warrant ; it did aliqao modo effentU 
Cf/Lrrere^ and therefore required a pofitive precept. But 
about this time it fell out, that the learned brother a- 
forcfaid had read Ariflotelts diaU^ka y and efpeeially that 

* Oit'thtifdam vctcrihtts corlidbus : Some ancient manufcripts.. 

I 1 cannot tell, whether the nuthor means any new inno- 
vation by this word, or whether it be only to introduce the 
new mcihods of forcing and perverting fcripturc. 

u'ondesfot 
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wonderful piece ife interpret atione, which has the ficirlty 
of teaching its readers to find out a meaning in every thing 
but itfelf ; like commcntarors on the Revelathnsy who 
proceed prophets without underftanding a fyllahle of the 
ftxt. Brother{f faid he, you are to be informed^ that of 
mils duo (bnt genera, nunctipalory * and fcnptory. That 
h thefiriptory will here before us, there is no precept or 
mention about gold^lacey conceditur : but, ^ idem affirmetur 
de nancupatoria, negatur. For, brothers, if you remember y 
we heard a fellow fay, when we were boys, that he heard my 
father's man fay ^ that he heard my father fay , that he would 
ndvi/h bisfons to get gold -lace on their coats, asfoon as 
ever they cotiid procure money to buy it. By 6*— that is very 
tme^ cries the other ; / remember' it perfe6lly well, faij the 
third. And fo, without' more ado, they got tlie largeft 
. gold'iaee in the parifh, and walked about as fine as lords,. 
A while after, there came up, all in fajhicn, a pretty 
fan fA fame-coloured fattin\ for Irnings ; and the mercer 




~^. J Q . ^ 1 J' night, 

takes roonderfttlly ,♦ and I Jhall not have a remnant lef}^ »- 
wugb to make my wife a pin-cu/hion, by to-morrow morning 
St ten a-clock. Upon this they fell again to rummage 
Ac will, bccaufe the prefent cafe alfo required a ppfi* 
live precept, the lining being held by orthodox writers 
10 be of the efTence of the coat. After long fearch^ 
they could fix upon nothing to the matter in hand, ex* 

• By this IS meant /rfl</r/roif, allowed to have equal aurhoilry 
with the fcnpture, or rather greater. 

I Thi* is purgatory, whereof he fpeaks more particularly 
hereafter; but hcsc only to Ihcw how fcripture was perverted 
Id prove it ; which was done, by giving equal authority, with 
theftfAflir, to j4pocryf>baf called here a codicil annexed. 

Ii is likely the a»thor, in every one of thcfe changes in the bro- 
thers dreifcs, refers to fome panicular error in the church of Rome ' 
though it is Doteafy, I think, to apply them all. But hy this of 
fame. coloured fattin^ is manifeAly intended ^//r^<7/or^ ; hy gold lace 
may perhaps be underftood, the lofty ornaments and plate in the 
churches. The Jhoulder. knots nrnlftlvcrfriuve are not fo obvious, at 
kafttoine. But the Indian figure* of men, women, and children 
fbinly relate to the pictures in the Romifli churches, of God like 
ta old man, of the virgin Mary^ and our Saviour as a child. 
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cept a fhort advice of their father in - the will; to take 
care of fircy and put out their candles before they went 
to deep *. This^ though 4i good deal for the parpofc, 
ard helping Tcry far towards feJf-convi»5lion, yet not 
fecming wholly of force to e(lablilh^a command ; (being 
refolvcd to avoid farther (crupie, as well as future occa- 
lion for fcandal), fays he that was the fcholar, 7 remem' 
her to have read in wills ^ of a codicil amiexed ; which is in» 
deed apart of the will ; and what it contains , hath efual au^ 
$bority with the refl, Now, I have been coufidering of this 
feme will here before us ; and I cannot reckon it to he com* 
fletefor want offuch a codicil, I will therefore faflen one 
in its proper place-very dextroufly, 1 have bad it by mefimi 
time. It was writi en by a dog^keeper of my grandfather* s f - ; 
ami talks a great deal, as good luck wotdd have it, of this 
very ftame-cohured fattin. The projedl was immediately ^ 
approved by the other two ; an old. parchment icrdl was 
tagged on accocdingto art> in the form of a codicil om^ 
vexed, and xhefaitin bought and worn. 

Next winter,, a playen, hired for the pnrpofc-by the cor- 
poration of jrlnge^makers, aded .bis p(^t in » new Km* ■ 
sncdy, all covered mthftlver fringe % 5 and, according tp ^ 
the laudable cuftom, gave rife ta that faftiion. Upcm 
ivbich, the brothcss confulting theirv-fathflr^s will^ lar 
their great aftonifluhent found the(e words : Item^jT 
charge and command my faid three fins, tc vtear no fir t 'f 
filver fringe upon or about their fafd coats, &c. with a pc- • 
nalty, in ca(e of difobedicnce, too long here to inlert. 
However, after (bme paufe," the broth^ (b often men- - 
tio'ned for his erudition, who was well fkilled in - ciiti- 
cifms, had found in a eertain author> which he (aid ' 
fitould be -nameldfs, that the fame < word^- . which in the ~ 
will is c^Wt^ fringe, does alfo fignify a ^r09/»-y?/Vi || ; and "■ 
dcAibtlefs ought to have the fame interpretation in tbft - 

• "That is, to take care of hcJl; -. and>- in order to do that» to - 
fubdue and cxringuifli their lufts. 

f I believe this refers to that part of the j^pmypba, where 
mcntioa t« made of TM and. his dcg. 

I This is certainly the farther introducing the pomps of habit ' 
and ornament. 

[] The next fubjeft of our author's wit, is tlic gloffes. and inier- 
pretations of fcripturc,ycrymany abfurdones of whichare allow* 
ed in the mo0 authentic bovjb ofthc^«rc^ ofKomc^ W. U^tiimu 

paragrapiu-' - 
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paragraph. This another of the brothers difliked, be«- 
caufeot that epithet y7/v^; which could not, he humbly 
conceived, in propriety of fpeech, be reafbnably applieti 
to a ^roam-ftici. But it was replied upon him, that this 
epithet was under(lood in a mythological and allegorical 
feofe. However, be objeded again-, why their father 
fliould forbid them to wear a broom»ftick on their coats ; 
a caution that ieemed lunataral and impertinent. Upon 
which he was taken up (hort, as one that fpoke irreve- 
rently of a myftery ; which doubtlefs was very ufeful and 
iignificant, but ought not to be over-curioufly pried into, 
ar nicely reafoned upon. And, in fhort, their fatherls 
anthority bdng now confiderably funk, this expedient 
was allowed te ferve as a lawful difpenfation for wearing 
Ibeic fiill proportion oi fiiver fringa, 

A while after, was revived an old ^ifliion, long anti^ 
fMted, ol embroidery with Indian figures of men, wo* 
nen, and- children *• Here they remembered but too 
well, how their father had always abhorred thisfafhioa-; 
that he made ieverai paragraphs on parpofe, importing 
Ida utter deteft^tioa of it, and beftowing his everlafting 
nrfe to bis (bns, whenever they (hould wear it. For all 

ithis, in a few days, they appeared higher in the fafhioa 
Jhan any body eke wk the town. But they foked the 
Batter, by iaying, that ihefc figures were not at all the 
faa^ with thole that were formei ly worn, and were meant 
in the will. BeCdes, they did not wear them in the fenfc 
ai forbidden by their father ; but as they were a com- 
nndabie cuftom, and of great ufe to the public. That 
Ihefe rif>broQs daufes in the will did therefore require 
fane aUavHincef and a favourable interpretation, and 
nght to be underftood eumgrano/alis. 
1! Bat fafhions perpetually altering in that age, the 
j \ fihohftic brother grew weary of fearching farther eva«- 
■^j tons, and fblving evcrlafling contradidlions. Kcfolvcd 
\ Iheiefbre, at all hazards, to comply with the modes of 
r--! die world, they concerted matters together, and a? 

* Theimigesof fiiiatSy the bleflcd virgin, and our Saviour 
t ttio&nt. 

BU. Images in the elnarch of Heme give him but too fair a 
I hndle, The brothers remembered, &c. The allegory here is dv 
I*., jr. n^eUea. 
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g^tcd uHtkmtnoiiHj, to lock tip their father^s wili 
firong box * , brought out oB Greece oc Italy , I have 
gotten which ;. anct trouble themfelves no farther to 
mine it, but only refer to its. autisority whenever 
thought fit. In con(e<}uence wheseo^ a. while a6< 
grew a general mode.to weacan* infinite number of />< 
nioft of them tagged with Jllver. Upoa which, . the J 
kur pronounced* £xfiaf^a/rjf,. that /or«^/ \vere abfbl 
jut^e paUrnQ, as they might very well teniemberi 
true, indeed, the fa/hibn prefccibed ibmewhat more 
vrere dirc^y named in the will ; however, that the; 
btirsL general of their fatfaiev, hadipowes to make anc 
certain dauies for public emolument, though noc ( 
ciblc, totideoL xwhis^ from the letter of the wiil ; o 
multa abfurda fequeKtnhir. This was nnderU:ood fc 
mmcal ; and tEics6forex)D the following Sonday^^ they 
tm church aU coweied with. /om/x. 

The learned faaotfaeii) fa ofii» mentioned; was. secli 
the beftrfijiolar la- aUi that, or the next ftiees to- k ; 
SHUch, as having run fomediing4>ehind-handin. them 
te obtained thit ^ouc 06 a. certain lord. ^., to receive 
into his bode, asdt to teaeb his. cbiklven.' A<ivliUfe 
tiie ^on^dicdr; and he^ by ipng prance of hasia 
will, fonnd the way o£ contriving ^ died of csnvtysi 
that koB^ to fasmfelfiMd hi& heir*. Upon, which hi 
poflTefiion^ tucned theyowag 'iqoises ou^ a»dre<eiv< 
uoihett in thoii iteaid i|:. 

S E 

* The ?agifla fi^rmerly. forbad the people t;Jie ufaof fci 
iii a vulgar tongue i Peter therefore VV Hj^. «f ffltber^s v. 
pmtg box J brought out of Greece cr Italy. Thcfe countr 
named, becaufe the NewTeftaroctit i« written in Greek; a 
iimlgan Latin^ which is the aufihcnbie edition of the Bthle 
Church of ^Rome^ is iu the langua^^e of ok} Italy* fk^* V? 

fThe PdpeSy in their decretals and l>ulls,)iavc given, t^i 
tion to very ii>any gainful ^oftrincs, which ai^' npjv rcQci 
the church of Fome^ that arc not mentioned in fcriptivrc, a 
unknown to the primitive t:ht^rch. Peter accordingly pron 
ex cathedra, that points tagged -with ftlver •were abfoliiely jure 
no ; and fo they wore them in groat numbers, ff^. Jf^o 

\ This was Conftantine the Great, from whom the Po^ 
tend a donation of St. Peter's patrimony, whieh they hav 
aevcr abk to produce. 

U Ibid, The bilhops of Rome enjoyed their privileges k 
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S ^ C T. III. 
A digrejton concerning critics *. 

though I have been hitherto as cautious as I could, 
ipon all occdfions^ moft nicely to fellow the rules 
ethods of writing laid down by the ■example of 
ufl-rioos moderns ; yet has the unhappy fhortnefs of 
emory led me into an error, from which 1 mail ex- 

myfelf, before I can decently puriue my princi- 
bje^. I confefs, with fiiume, it was an unpardon- 
niinion to proceed fo far as I have already done, 

1 had performed the due difcourfes, expoftulato- 
pplicutory, or deprecatory, with rtiy good lords the 
. Towards feme atonement for this grievous ne* 
I do here make humbly bold to prelent them with 
t account of therafelves and their art^ by looking 
lie original and pedigree of the word, as it is ge« 
^ underftood among us, and very briefly conlidering 
cient and prefent ftafte thereof, 
the word critic^ at this day fo frequent in all con» 
ions, 'there have fometimes been dillinguilhed thrde 
liferent fpecies of mortal men^ according as I have 
in ancient books and pamphiets. For, ^x^y by this 
was nnderftood fuch perfons as invented or drew 
lies for themfclves and the world by obferving 
I, a careful reader might be able to pronounce up- 
5 produAions of *the learned^ form his tafte to a 
relifh of the fubiime and the admirable, and divide 
beaoty of matter or of ilyle from the corruption 
pes it : in their common perufal of -books , Singling 
he errors and defers, the nauftrous, the fulforae» 
kill, and the impertinent, with the caution of ^ 

J the favour of tbeemperorSy whom at laft thcy;fliut out 
if own capital city, and then forged a donation from Cott* 
ttbt Great f the better to juAify what they did. In imita* 
of this, Peter, having run fometh'mg hchtnd-bani in the worlds 
U leave of a certain lard, 4c. W> Wrthn. 
rhc fcvcral Hgreffms arc written in ridicule of bad critics^ 
eomoiMtators, afi4 the whole icAtcniiC/of GrubHreHpht-. .. 
•hen, .Qtfdtjf^ 
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man that walks through Edinbargh ftreets in a mc 
Vfho is indeed as careful as he can, to watc 
gently, and fpy out the filth in his way : not th 
curious to oblerve the colour and coniplexi^n of 
dure, or take its dimenfions, much leis to be pi 
in, or rafting it ; but ottJy witb a delign to co 
as cleanly as he may. Thefe men feeoiy thoug 
erroneoufly, to have onderftood the appellatioa c 
in a literal fenfe ; that one principal part of his 
was to praife and acquit ; and that a crific, who 
to read only for an occafion of ccnfure and repi 
a creature as barbarous, as sl judge, who fhoulci t 
a relblutioa to haog all men that came before hii 
a trial. 

Again, by the word critic have been memt the 
•cers of ancient learning from the worms, and | 
and dull of manufcripts. 

Now, the races of tbofe two have been, for Com 
utterly extin^ ; and beiides, to difcourfe any far 
them, would not be at all to my purpoie* 

The third, and nobleft fort is that of the ' 
CRITIC, whofe original is the moft ancient of a 
very true critic ts a hero born, deloending in a 
line from a celeftial fiem by Momus and Hybris 
begat Zoilus, who begat Tigeliius, who begat 
tera tlie elder, who begat Bentley, aod Rymei 
Wotton, and Perrault, and Dennis, who begat 
iera the younger. 

And thefe are the rr/V/V/ from whom the cog 
wealth of learning has, ia all ages, received fuch in 
benefits, that the gratitude of their admirers 
their origin in heaven, among thofe of Hercules, 
feus, Perfeus, and other great dcfervers of mai 
But heroic virtue itfelf hath not been exempt frc 
obloquy of evil tongues. For it hath been ob 
that thofe ancient heroes, famous for their combat 
many giants, and dragons, and robbers, were' it 
own perfons -a greater nuifance to mankind, than i 
thofe monfters they fubdued ; and therefore, to i 
their obligations more complete, when all other \ 
were dellroyed, (hould in confdence have conclude< 
the fame juftice upon themfdves »- as Uercuks moft 
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roufly did ; and haih, upon that fcore, procured to liim- 
felf more temples and votaries, than the beft of his fcU 
Jews. For thefe reafons, I fuppofe, it is, why fome 
have conceived, it would be very expedient for the pub- 
lic good of Icar'^ing, that every true critic^ as foon as 
lie had finifhed bis task afTigned, (hould immediately de- 
liver himfelf up to ratfbane, or hemp, or from fome 
convenient altitude ; and that no man's pretenfions to (b 
illuftrious a charadler (hould by any means be received^ 
before that operation were performed. 

Now, from this heavenly defcent of criticjfm^ and 

Ac clofc analogy it bears to heroic virtue^ it is eafy to 

iflign the proper employment of a true ancient genuine 

critic ; which is, to travel through this vart world of 

writings ; to purfue and hunt thofe monibous faults 

bred within them ; to drag out the lurking errors, like 

Cacus from his den , to multiply them like Hydra's 

, heads ; and rake them together like Augcns's dung: or 

elfc drive away a fort o( dangerous fowl, who have a per- 

; verfe inclination to plunder the beft branches of the tree 

i sf knowledge, like thofe St^mphalian birds that eat up the 

. miit. 

4 Thefe reafonings will flirnifh us with an adequate de- 
■1 finition of a true critic ; that he is a dijccverer and col* 
I U^or of loriters faults ; which may be farther put be- 
\ yond difpute by the following dcmol^ftration : That 
whoever will examine the writings in all kinds, where- 
with this ancient fedt has honoured the world, (hall im- 
nediately find, from the whole thread and tenor of 
Ihrro, that the ideas of the authors have been altogether 
converfant and taken up with the faults, and bicmifhes, 
tnd overfights, and miftakcs of other writers ; and, let 
-■I the fubjedt treated on be whatever it will, their imagina- 
^ fions are fo entirely pofTefFed and replete with the del'edls 
"2-1 of other pens, that the very quintelTencc of what is bad 
\ "^^ fc« of necefEty diftil into their own ; by which means 
i3 the whole appears to be nothing elfe but an abftrad of 
•. a fbe criticifms thcmfelvcs have made. 
:-4 Having thus briefly confidered the original and ofHce 
■z.\ tXncrit/Cf as the word is undcrftood in its mod noble 
•nd oniverfal acceptation ; 1 proceed to refute the oh- 
2^ jtftioDS of thofe who argue from the filcnce and nre- 
J Vol. I. F xttmvaQtk 
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termiflion of authors ; by which th^ pretend to ; 
that the very art of critkifmy as now exerci/ed, i 
tne explained, is wholly modern % and confequentl}? 
the critics of Great Britain and France have no ti 
An original fo ancient and illuflrious as 1 have de< 
Isow, if I can clearly make out, on the contrary, tj 
mod ancient writers have particularly defcribed bo 
perfon and the office of a true critic ^ agreeable to t 
^nition laid down by me; their grand obje^ion, 
the filence of authors, will fall to the ground. 

I confefs to have for a long time borne a part 
general error ; from which I fliould never have ace 
myfelC but through the affiftance of our noble mo 
'whofe mod edifying volumes I tnrn indefatigabl] 
aight and day, for the improvement of my mine 
the good of my country. The(e have with unw 
pains made many ufeful fearches into the weak £• 
the ancients y and given us a comprehenfive iift of 
Befides, they have proved beyond contradi^ion 
the very fincll things delivered of old, have beei 
ifince invented, and brought to light ^jy much lat^r p 
and ihat'the nobleft difcoveries thofe ancients evci 
«fart or nature, iiave all been produced by th 
fcending genius of the prefent age. Which 
ihews, how little merit thofe ancients can juftly p 
to ; and tskes^ofF that blind admiration paid thi 
men in a corner, who have the unhappinefs of con' 
too little with prefent things. 'Refleding maturely 
all this, and taking in the whole compafs of hum 
ture, I eafily concluded, that thefe ancients^ high 
£ble of their many imperfe<5^ions, muft needs ha 
^eavoured, from fome paflages in their works, i 
<viate, foften, or divert the cenforious reader, byy^r 
fanegyric v^on the true critics, in imitation of their 
the moderns. Now, in the common places of both tl 
I was plentifully indrudJed, by a long courfe of 
iludy vc^ prefaces vlwA prologues •*, and therefore imme 
rcfolvcd to try what I coulJ difcover of either, b] 
ligcnt pcru'al of the Koft ancient writers, and 

* Sec Wotton of ancient and nnodcrn learning. 
, t Satire and panegyric upon critics. 
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ciiUy thofe who treated of the earlieft times. Here I 
founJ, to my great furprife, that although they all cn- 
• tcred, upon occafion, into particular defcriptions of the 
truff critic, according as they were governed by thftir 
fears or their hopes ; yet whatever they touched of that- 
kind, was with abundance of caution, adventuring no 
farther than mythology and hieroglyl>hic. This, I fup- 
pofe gave ground to fuperficial readers, for urging the fl- 
Jcnce of authors againft the antiquity of the true critic ; 
though the types are fo appofite, and the application fo 
neccirary and natural, tliat it is not eafy to conceive, 
how any reader of a modern eye and tafle could overlook 
them. I fhall venture, from a great number, to produce 
tfcw, which, I am very confident, will put this queftioa 
beyond difjiute. 
. It well defcrves confidering, that thefc ancient wri^ 
\ terSf in treating enigmatically upon the fubjeft, have 
[ feneralJy fixed upon the very fame hieroglyph ; varying 
J only the ftory, according to their affections, or their 
f Wit. For, firft, Paufanias is of opinion, that the pcr- 
feftion of writing correft was entirely owing to the in- 
llituiion o^ critics. And that he can poffibly mean no 
other than the true critic, is, I think, manifefl enough 
from the following defcription. He fays *, they were a 
face of men who delighted to nibble at the fuperjiuities and 
ncrefcencies of books ; "ohich the learned at lew/th obferving, 
fiok warning of their oiun accord to hp the Tuxiiriantf the 
rotten^ the dead, the faplefs, and the overgrown branch^- 
es from their works. But now, all this he cunningly 
Ifaades under the following allegory : That the Naupli^ 
Wf in Argos learned the art of pruning their vines, by ohjer* 
^ing, that when an ASS had broufed upon one ofthem^ 
\t thrived the better y and bore fairer fruit. But Hero- 
dotus f , holding the very fame hieroglyph, fpcaks much- 
^iner, and almoft in terminis. He hath been fo boid 
■I to tax the true critics of ignorance and malice ; tell-- 
ihg us openly, for I think nothing can be plainer, that 
^ she weftern part of Libya there were ASSES with 
tarns. Upon which relation Ctefias % yet refines, men-- 

♦ Ub t Lih. 4. 

\ V'ldc czcerpta ez eo apud Photium. 
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tioning the very fame animal about India ; adding 
whereas all other ASSES wanted a gall, thefe 
cnes were fo redundant in that party that their fte^ 
not to be eaten, becaufe of its extreme bitternefs. ^ 

Now, the reafon why thofe ancient writers 
this fubjeft only by types and figures, was, becau 
durd not make open attacks againft a party fo 
and terrible, as the critics of thofe ages were ; 
very voice was fo dreadful, that a legion of a 
■would tremble, and drop their pens at the found 
fo Herodotus tells us exprefsly in another place * 
a vajl army of Scythians W4ts put to flight in a panic 
by the braying of an ASS. From hence it is coojc 
by certain profound philalogers, that the great au 
reverence paid to a true critic by the writers of E 
have been derived to us from thofe our Scythi 
cedors. In fhort, this dread was fb univerfal, tl 
procefs of time, thofe authors who had a mind to j 
their fentiments more freely, in defcribing the tr 
tics of their feveral ages, .were forced to leave off i 
of the former hieroglyph, as too nearly approachi 
prototype ; and invented other terms infiead thereo: 
"were more cautious and rayftkaK So Diodorus f , 
ing to the fame purpofe, ventures no farther than l 
that, in the mountains of Helicon, there grows a < 
weed, wAich bears a flower of fo damned a fcent , as 
fon thofe who offer tofmeil it^ Lucretius gives exad 
fame relation : 

Eft etiam in magnis Hellconis montibus arhos, 
F lor is oiore hominem tetro confuetanecare\. Lib. 

But Ctefias, whom we lately quoted, hath b 
great deal bolder. He had been ufed with much fc 
By \\\t true critics of his own age, and therefore 
not forbear to leave behind hitn, at leall, one 
mark of his vengeance againfl the whole tribe, 
meaning is fo near the furface, that I wonder h 
pofFibiy came to be overlooked by thofe who den 

• Lib. 4. f Lib. 

} Near Helicon, ajad round the learned hill, 
Grow trccs» whofu bloflbms with their odour kill. 

anti 
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tfmiquity of the true critics. For, pretending to make a 
defcription of many (Irange animals about India, he hatli 
fct down thcfe remarkable words. Among ft the rejly fays 
he, there is a fcrpent that wants teeih^ and confcqiuntly 
canmt bite ; but ifits^ vomit, to which it is much a.UiSfeJ, 
hjppens to fail upon any thing, a certain rottennefs or cor" 
niption enfiies. Thefe ferpents are generally found among 
the m'.untains where ]t\yc\s growy and they frequently emit 
i poifonous juice; whereof whoever drinks^ that ferfon's' • 
kriins,^ out of his noftrils. 

There was alfo among the ancients a fort of critics, > 
not dilh'nguUhed in fpecie from the former, but in growth 
or degree, who feem to have been only the tyro^s or 
jjff/V fcholars : yet, becaule of their diJTering employ- 
iDTnts, they are frequently mentioned as a k6i by them- ~ 
fclvcs. The ufual excrcife of tliefe younger ftudents, - 
VIS, to attend condantly at theatres, and Jearn to fpy 
out tlic ivorft parts of the play, . whereof they were obli- 
ged carefully to take iM)te, and render a rational ac- - 
coont to their tutors. Fle(hed at thcfe fnullcr fports^ . 
Jike young wolves, they grew up in time to be nimble ' 
tod ftrong enough for hunting down large game. Foe ' 
it hath been obferved, both among ancients and mo- 
iemSy . that a true critic hath one quality in common ' 
vkh z.whore and an alderman, never to change his title 
« his-, nature.; - that a gray critic has been certainly a 
^vn one-, tlie.perfe^ions and acquirements of his age 
bang xmly' the. improved talents of his youth; like 
^flsf^/whtch fomcnatm^ifts inform us is bad for fuffo- 
Citi'mSj though taken but in the feed. I efteem the in- - 
lention^ or at leaft the refinement of prologues, to have 

1 keen owing to thcfe younger proficients, of whom Te- 
lence makes frequent and. honourable mentloa^ under •' 
-■| tae name oimalevoli. 
■ Now,«it is certain riieinftitutioh of the true critics wns • 
1^ abfojutc neceffity to the commonwealth of learning. 
lor all humao options fec'm to be divided, like TlieuH- 
lodes and his company; one man can fLUle, and ano* - 
te cm mike tf y/z/rf// town a great city : and he that 
j caonQt do either one or the other, defcrves to be kick- - 
ti out of the creation. The avoiding of which penalty 
I kft.doubtlefs given tlie' firfl birth to the oaiion of crt- 
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t':cs ; and wiiVial, an occafion for thfir fecrei cetra£lot* 
to report, that a true fritic is a fort of mchanic, fetup 
Vf'nh a (lock and tools for his trade nt as little expence 
as a tinier ; and that there is much analogy between the 
TJtenfils and abilities of both : that the tai/ot's hell is 
the type of a critic^ s common-place-bookj and his ^\t an J 
learning hold forth by the goofe ; that it requires at leaft 
as many of thtle to the making up of one fcholar, as of 
the others to the compofition of a man ; that the va- ! 
Jour of both is equal, and their weapons nearofafize. j 
Much may be faiJ in anfwer to thofe invidious reflec- 
tions ; and I can pofitively affirm the firll to be afalfc- 
hood : for, on the contrary, nothing is more certain, 
than that it requires greater layings out to be free of 
the critic's company, than of any other you can name. 
For, as to be j true l^r^^^r^ it will coft the richeft can- 
didntc every groat he is worth ; fo, before one can 
commence a true critic, it will coft a man all the good 
qualities of his mind ; which perhaps for a lefs purchafc 
would be thought but an indifTerent bargain. 

Having thus amply proved the antiquity of criliciftn, 
and defcribed the primitive ftaie of it ; I fliall now ex- 
amine tl e pre font condition of this empire, and (hew 
how well it agrees with its ancient fclf. A certain ^ 
author, whofc works have many ages fince been en- 
tirely loft, does, in his fifth book, and 'eighth- chapter, 
lay o( critics, that thir roritirgs are the mirrcrs nfleitrn' 
iu^'*. This I underlland in a literal fenfc ; andfuppofe 
our author muft mean, that whoever deGgns to be n 
perfect writer, muft infpedl into the books of crttics,^ 
and cottt6t his invention there, as in a mirror. Now, 
•whoever confidcrs, that the mirron of the ancients were 
made of hrafs, and /7;;<r mercnrio, may pre(ently apply the 
two principal qualifications o\ a true modern -critic ; and 
confcqueniiy miift needs conclude, that thcfe have al- [ 
•ways been, and muft be for ever the fame. For hrafs . 
is an emblem of duration, and, when it is fkilfully bur- i 
uifhed, will caft;v5<fif?;V;;j-from itsown /a/»^r/>j, with- I 
cut any alfiftance of mercury from behind. All the 0- i 

! i 
♦ A quotation after the manaer of a great autfaar. ^»^' 1 ^ 

Bent-o's JiflcrtatiyD, 6-f% ( 
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ther talents of a crith will not require a particular 
mention, being included, or eaflly reducible to thcfe. 
However, I (hall conclude with three maxims, whicb 
may ferve both as charaderiftics to diftinguifh a true mo* 
Jem critic from a pretender, and will be alio of admi- 
rable ufe to thofc worthy fpirits who engage in fo ufefal 
tnd honourable an art. 

The firft is. That criticiftny contrary to all other fa- 
talties of the intellect, is ever held the trueft and beft, 
vbcn it is the very firfl refult of the critic's mind : as 
fowlers reckon the fir(t aim for the fureft, and feldom 
fell of milling the mark, if they ftay for a fecond. 

Secondly, The true critics are known by their talent 
of fwarming about the nobleft writers, to wliich they 
ire carried merely by inftinA, as a rat to the befl cheefe, 
or a wa(p to the faireft fruit. S >, when the i/;/f is on 
liorfeback, he is fure to be the dirtiefl perfon of the com- 
piny ; and they that make their court bell, are fuch as 
be/patter him mod. 
Laflly, A true critic in the perufal of a book is like a 
^ i&^atafeafl:, whofe thoughts and ftomich are wholly 
fa upon what the gueds fling away ; and confcquently is 
apt 10 fnarl mo^i when there are the fewefl bones. 

Thus much, I think, is fufHcient to ferve by way of 
iddrefs to my patrons, die true modem critics : and may 
tcry well atone for my pad: filence, as well as that which 
lam like to obferye for the future. 1 hope I havcde- 
ierved fo well of their whole body^ as to meet with ge- 
lerous and tender nfagc from their hands. Supported 
ty which expo«5lation, I go on boldly to purfue thoicr 
tdventuces already fo happily begun. 

SECT. IV. 
A TALE OF A TUB. 

I Have now with much pains and fludy condu<5lcd tlie 
reader to a period, where he muft expe<5l to hear of 
great revolutions. For no fooner had our learned bro* 
Yther^ fo often mentioned, got a warm houfe of his own 
ttcr his head^ than he began to^look big, and tak^ 



70 A T A L ET O F A T I? F:' 

mightily upon him ; infomuch that, unlefs the genti 
reader^ out of his great candour, will pleafc a little t< 
exalt his idea, I am^ afraid he will liencefortit hardl 
know the hero of the play, when he Iwppens to niec 
him ; his part, bis drefs^ and his mien bekig To mucl 
altered. 

He told his brothers, he would have them to kno^ 
that he wjn their el<.icr, and confequently his father* 
fole heir ; nay, a while after he would not allow them t* 
call him brother, but Mr. PETER; and then lie muf 
be ftyled Father PETER, an J fometimes My Lori 
PETER. To fupport this grandeur, which he foon be 
gan to confider could not be maiiitaincd without a bet 
tsrfotide than \^hat he was born to ; after much thought 
he cait aboi>t at lall to turn projeSior and virtuofo , 
vhcrein he fo well fucceeded, that many famous difco 
veries, projefls, and machines^ which bear great vogu< 
and pratftice at prcfent.in the world^ are awing entireh 
to Lord PETER's invention. I will deduce the bel 
account I have been able to colle«fl of the chief aroongl 
them ; without confidertng much the order they cam* 
out in ; becaufc, . I ibink, .authors are not well agrca 
as to that point. 

1 hope^ when this treatife of mvat flialJ be tranflate< 
into foreign languages, (as I may without vanity aifirro 
that the labour oi collofting,. . the faithfulnefs in re 
counting, and the great ul<>fulnefs of the. matter to tb 
public, will amply iieferve that jullice)^.that the-wosthi 
members of the xvitx^Xa^adem'ies abioad, efpecially tho£ 
of France and Italy, wiH favourably accept thefe.hun 
ble offers for the advancement of univerfal.koawleJgq 
I doalfo advertife the Moft Reverend fathers the eallcn 
nudionaries, that 1 have, purely for their fakes, mad( 
ufc of fuch word? and phrafes-as •^illiljeft admit an caf) 
turn into any of the oriental languages, efpecially th< 
Chinefc. And fo- 1 procced> • with, greax coatent of mind 
upon refledling how much emolument this whole globi 
of the earth is likfi to reap by my labours, . 

The firlt undertaking of Lord Peter was, to purchafl 
a. large continent*, lately faid to. have .been, difcoverw 

* Tiiat is purgatory* . 
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Vn Terra Auftral'u Incognita, This tra^tof land he bought 
at a very great pennyworth from the difcovercrs them- 
fdvesy (though fome pretended to doubt whether they 
had ever been there), and then retailed it into feverai 
cantons to certain dealers, who carried over colonies, 
but were all fhipwrecked in the voyage. Upon which 
Lord Peter fold the faid continent to other cuflomers 
i^gainy and againy and again^ and againy with the fame 
foccefs. 

The fecond projeft I (hall mention was his fovc- 
tcign remedy for the ivonns*, efpecially thofe in the 
ffleen. The patient was to eat nothing afrer fiippcr 
for three nights f. As foon as he went to bed, he was 
carefully to lie on one Gde ; and when he grew weary, 
to turn upon the other. He mu(t alfo duly confine his 
two eyes to the (ame obje(fl; and by no means break 

^ iiind at both ends together, without manifeft occafion. 

i Thefe prefcriptions diligently obferved, the wormi 

f voold void infenlibly by perfpiration^ afcending through 

t the ^aifi- 

^ A third invention was the erefting of a whi/pering* 
•ffice +, for the public good and eafe of all fuch as are 
hypochondriacal^ or troubled with the colic ; as 
likewife of all eves-droppers^ phylicians, midwives, 
finaU politicians, friends fallen out, repeating poets, 
lovers happy oc in defpalr,. bawds, privy-counfellors,. 
pigcs, parautes, and bufTbons : in (hort, of all fuch 
SI ape 10 danger of burfting with too much wind^ 
An a/s*9 head was placed fo conveniently, that the par- 
tyaneAed might eafily with his mouth accoft either of 
fte animal's ears ; to which he was to apply clofe for a 
certain {pace, and by a fugrtive faculty, peculiar to the 

• PetiMce ZDd abfolution arc played upon under the notion of a 
\^ngn remedy for the -vnrms, efpecially in the rplcen; which, 
I IJ oblerving Peter's prefcription, would void infcnfibly hy 
I iwrpiration, aCccnding through the bram, &c. fV. }yotton» 
I t Here the author ridicules the penances of the church, of 
I lame; which may be made as eafy to the finncr as he plcafcs, 
1 frovided he will pay for them accordingly. 
I t By his vfhijpering office, for the relief of eves- droppers, phy- 
liciaDi, bawds, and privy counfcUors, he ridicules auricular 
Itnfcffion; and the pricft who takes it, is dcfcribcd by the afs*% 

|W. Br.mttoH. 
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ears of that aiilmaly receive immediate benefit, 
by eru«.^ation, or expiration, or evomitiou* 

Another very beneficial projed of Lord Pete 
an office of tn/arancff * for tobacco-pipes, martyrs 
modern zeal ; volumes of poetry, (hadows, - 
and rivers : that thefe, nor any of thefe, fliall 
damage hy fire. From whence owi frhndlyj-jc'tet. 
plainly find themfelves to be only traiifcrlbers fro 
original ; though the one and the other have \ 
great benefit to the undertdkei's, as well as of ^ 
the public. 

Lord Peter was alfo held the original au 
puppets ^ind raree'Jbo'ws\ \ the great ufefulnefs ^ 
being fo generally known, I fhali not enlarge 
upon this particular. 

But another difcovery. for which he was mu 
nowned, was iiis famous univerfal pickle f . For 
remarked how your common pickle II, in ufe 
houfewives, was of no farther benefit than to | 
dead flefli, and certain kinds of vegetables ; 
vith great cod, as well as art, had contrived s 

S roper for houfes, gardens, towns, men, wome 
ren, and cattle ; wherein he could prefcrve t 
found as infcifls in amber. Now, this pickle to tl 
the fmell, and the fight, appeared exadtly th( 
vith what is in common fervice for beef, and 
and herrings, and has been often that way applii 
great fuccefs ; but for its many fovereign virtues, 
quite different thing. For Peter would put in a 
quantity of his powder pimperlirnpimp **, after v 

♦ This I take to he the office of indalgenceSj the grof 
thereof firft gaYC occafion for the rcformition. 

f 1 believe are the monkeries and ridiculous proccfli 
among the Papift*;. 

^ Holy water he calls an univerfal pickle^ to prefcrve 
gardens, towns, mcn^ women, children, and cattle* wl 
could prefcrve them as found as infects in amber. JF. . 

I) This is eifily undcrftood to be holy water, com 
the fame ingredients with mmy other pickles. 

** And becaufc holy water differs only in confccrat 
common water, therefore he tells us, that his pickle 
powder of phnperlimpimp receives new virtues, thougl 
fcrs not in fight nor fmcll from the common pickles 
prefcrve beef, and butter, and herrings. W* TVotton* 
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failed of fnccefs. The operation was performed 
irgefaHion * , in a proper time of the moon. The 
t, who was to be pickletly if it were a houfe, would 
bly be preferved from all fpiders^ rats, and weazels ; 

party affeftcd were a dog, he fhould be exempt 
mange, and madnefs, and hunger. It alfo infal- 
:ook away all fcabs and Jice, and fcaJd-heads from 
en ; never hindering the patient from any duty^ 

at bed or board. 

: of all Peter's rarities, he mofl: valued a certain fet 
'j f , whofe race wjis by great fortune preferved in 
al defcent from thofe that guarded the golden fleece : 
h fbme who pretended to obferve them curioufly, 
ed the breed had not been kept entirely chafle ; be- 

they had degenerated from their anceftors in fome 
ies, and had acquired others very extraordinary, 
foreign mixture. The bulls of Colchos are record- 
have brazen feet. But whether it happened by iU 
c and running, by an allay from intervention of o- 
•arents. from llolen intrigues; whether a weakne^ 
ir progenitors had impaired the feminai virtue, or 
lecline neceiTary through a long courfe of time, th^ 
als of nature being depraved in thefe latter flnful 
if the world : whatever was thecaufe, it is certain, 
ord Peter's bulls were extremely vitiated by the ruft 
le, in the metal of their feet, which was now funk 
ommon lead. However, the terrible roaring pecu- 
» their lineage, was preferved ; as likevvife, that fa- 
of breathing out fire from their noftrils \ ; which 
thilanding many of their detractors took to be a 
f art, and to be nothing fo terrible as it appeared^ 

prirhlii.g. • 

"he Pap;-.l hulh are ridiculed by name; fo that here wc arc 

lofs for the author^s meaning. JV* Wotton, 

'-. Here the author has kept the name, and means the P4ip€*s 

or rather his fulminations, and excommunications of i\c- 

I princes, all iigned withJcad, and the feal of the fiflicr- 

and therefore faid to have leaden feat and fijbes tails. 
rhcfc paffagcs, and many others, no doubt, muft be con- 
I aiantichriftian, by the church of Rome. When the chief 
ter and his minions arc expofcd, the keener the fatire, the 

liable is it to be interpreted into high treafon againit the 
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proceeding only from their ufual courfe of diet, w 
was of fqulbs and crackers * . However, they hnd 
peculiar marks, \^hich exry'mely didinguifhed them f 
the bulls of Jafon, find which I have not met toge 
in the defcription of any other monflerj befide thu 
Horace, 

Farias inducers plumMs ; 

and 
Atrum definit in pifcem. 

For thefc hadjifics taili ; yet upon occafion could oin 
any bird in the air. Peter put thefe bnlis upon fev 
employs. Sometimes he would let them a roarint 
'fright naugl)tj boys \ , and make tTiem quiet. Sometii 
he would fend them out upon errands of great impc 
ance; where it is wonderful to recount, and perhaps 
cautious reacier may think much to believe it ; an af. 
titus fenfibilis deriving itfelf through the whole fam 
from their noble anceftors, guardians of the got Jen fiee 
they continued fo extremely fond of gofcf^ that if Pc 
lent them abroad, though it were only upon a com] 
mcnt, they would roar and fpity and belch, and p 
*and farty and fnlvel out fire^ and keep a perpetual c 
tUl you flung them a bit of gold ; but then, puht 
txigui ja£}uy they would grow calm and quiet as lam 
In filort, whether by fecrct connivance, or cncoura 
nient from their mafter, or out of their own liquoi 
affeflion to gold, or bpth ; it is certain they were 
better than a fort of fturdy, fwaggering beggars ; ai 
where they could not prevail to get an alms, would m: 
women mifcarry, and children fall into fits ; who to t 
very day, ufually call fprights and hobgoblins by t 
name ot bull-beggars. They grew at lall fo very trc 
blefome to the neighbourhood, that fomc genilem 
of the north'Wefl got a parcel of right fnglifh bu 

2' J, and baited them fo terribly, that they felt it cf 

I muft needs mention one more of Lord Peter's pfl 
je^s, which was very extraordinary, and difcoveR 

* Thefc arc the fulminations of the Pope, threatening la 
and damnation to thofc princes who ofiend Ydnu 
f That iS| kings who incurred his difpleafure, J 
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him to bemaftcr of a high reach, and profound invci>- 
tion. VV^henever it happened tliat any rogue of New- 
gite was condemned to be-haogetl, Peter would o.Tor 
him a pardon for a .certain fum of money ; which when 
the poor caitiff had made all fliifts to fcrape up, and 
fend, his Lordlhip would return a piece of paper in this 
form * : 

" iT^O all mayors, fheriffs, jailors, conflables, hai- 
" jL J^ffs, hangmen, ijC^ Whereas wc are inform- 
" ed, that A, B. remains in the hands of you, or fomc 
*^ of you, under the fentence of death ; we will and 
^-command you, upon fight hereof, to let the f.id pri- 
" Toner depart to his own habitation, whether he 

- " Rands condemned for murder, fodomy, rape, facri- 
" lege, inceft, treafon, blafphemy, 6"^. for which this 

i " fliall be your fuificient warrant. And if yon fail here- 

I *• of, G*-d d—mn you and yours to all eternity. And 

} " fo we bid you heartily farewel. 

.1 

• . Tour tnoft bumble 

Emperor Peter.'* 

The wretches trufting to this, loft their lives and mo- 
ney too. 

I defire of thofe, whom the learned among poftcrlty 
till appoint for commentators upon t! is elaborate trea- 
tifc, that they will proceed with great caution upon cer- 
tain dark points, wherein all who arc not verc adept't^ 
nay V«e in danger to form rafh and hafty conclnflons , e- 
^ially in fome myfterlous p^ngraph?;, where certain 
'trcana are joined for brevity's fake, which in the opera- 
;fion niuft b*c divided. And 1 am certain, that future fons 
-rf art will return large thanks to my memory, for fo 
^ {rateful, fo ufeful an innuendo, 
\ Jt will be no difficult part to perfuade the reader, that 
fc many worthy difcoveries met with groat fucccfs in the 
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♦ This is a copy of a general pardon, il-jrcJ Scrvi^ fcrv.rum. 
If'iJ. Abfolution in articuh vr,rth\ anJ ihc t.i" «■...»:'.•■.« .;/■://;- 

c jeftcU upon in Emi)cror Peter's Jeiicr. H\ frollon. ' 
Vol. I. (/ woiVl^ 
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'^orld ; though I may juftly aflure him, tha 
•lateJ much the fmalleft number; my defign 
-only to fingle out fuch as will be of mof 
public imitation, or which beft ferved to gi^ 
of the reach and wit of the inventor. And 
»need not be wondered, if by thi« time Loi 
become exceeding rich. But, alas ! he h 
brain fo long and (6 violently upon the r: 
lall it Jhook itfclf, and began to turn round 
cafe. In (hort, what with pride, projeds, 
xy, poor Peter was grown diftrafled, and a 
•flrangeft imaginations in the world. In \\ 
'his fits, as it is ufual with thofe who run 

• pride, he would call \\\m{t\fCod :/^lnHghty * 
times monarch of the univerfe. \ have feen hi 

• author) take three old high-crcivned hats-\ 
them all on his head, three ftory high, \ 

ibunch of keys at his girdle J , and an anglin^ 
hand. In which guife, whoever went to t 
the hand in the way of faJutation, Peter^ 

. grace, like a well-educated (paniel, would p 
with \{\sfoot^ : and if they refufed his civil 

. vould raifc itas high as their chaps, and g 
damned kick on the mouth ; which hath eve: 
called a falute. Whoever walked by with 
him their compliiftents, having a wonde 

,breath, he would blow their hats off ini 

*^Mean time, his affairs at home vent upfide 
■ Jliis two brothers had a wretched time ; whe 

s- 

- * The Pope is not only allowed to be the vicar < 
■ *by fcveral divines is called God upon earth, and o 
«tnous titles are given him. 

•j- The triple crown. 

\ The keys of the church. — ^The church is here 1 
gate of heaven ; for the keys of heaven are aflumed 
'in confequence of what our Lord faid to Peter, /- 
thec^ the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Hawkef. 

i'td. The Pope's univerfal monarchy, and his t 
• and fi/her's ring. W. Wotton. 

§ Neither docs his arrogant way of rec^uiring m( 
;fii|ipcr, cfcapc reflcftion. JF. Jfotton* 
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l^utade * was, to kick both their wives one morning our 
of doors f, and his own too j and, in their (lead, gave 
orders to pick up the £r(l three (Irollers could be met: 
with in the (Ireets. A while after he nailed up the ccl- 
lar-door ; . and would not allow his brothers a drop or 
drink to their visuals [ • Dining one day at an aider- 
man's in the city, Peter obferved him expatiating, after ' 
the manner of his bretliren^ in the praifes of his firloin 
of beef. Betffy faid the fage magiftrate, is the king of 
meat : beef comprehends ia it the qitintejfence of partridge, 
and quail, and venifon^ and pheafant, and plum-pudding, 
and cuftard. When Peter came home, he would needs 
take the fancy of cooking up this do«5trine into ufe, and 
apply the precept, in default of a Grloin, to his brown 
loaf. Bread, fays he, dear brothers^ is the jlaffof Ife; 
in which bread is contained, inclufive,. the quint ejfence of 
beef, mutton, veal, venifon, partridge, plum-pudding, ani 
cuftard : and to render all complete, there is intermingled a 
due quantity of water, whofe crudities are alfo corrected by. 
yeaft or barm, through which means it becomes a wholefomc 
fermented liquor, dtffufed through the mafs of the bread. 
Upon the (hrength of thefe conclufions, next day at din'-' 
ner^ was the brown loaf ferved up in all the formality oF 
a City-fead. Carney brothers, S^\d Peter, fall to, andfpare 
nat : here is excellent good mutton § ; or held, now my hand ' 
U in, 1 will help you. At which' word, in much cere* 
mony, with fork and knife he carves out two good dices 
of a loaf, and prefents each on a plate to his brothers. 
The elder of the two, not fuddenly entering into Lord^ 
Beter's conceit, began with very civil language to ex- 
amine the myftery. My Lord, faid he, / doubt, with 
great fubmijfton, there may be fome miftake. What, fays- 

* This word properly fignifics a fuddea jerk, or laih of an 
htJffc, whcA you do not expeft it. 

t The celibacy of the Romifi clergy is ftnickat in Peter's beating 
fels own and brothers wives out of doors. If^. WCtton. 

\ The Pope's refufing the cup to the laity, pcrfuading them - 
that the blood is contained in the bread, and that the bread is 
the real and entire body of Chrift. 

i Tranfuhftantiat'ton. Peter turns his bread into mutton, and, 
according to the Popifh doftrine of concomitants, his wine too, 
vhich in his way he calls palming his damned crufts upon the bro^ 
^s fir muttM, W. Wotton. 

G 2 "BeKt^ 
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Peter, yon are pleafant : come then, let as hear t 
ysur head is fo big with. None in the wotidy my 
hut J un'.efs I am very much deceived^ your Lordfi. 
f leafed a while ago to let fall a word about mutton 
would be glad to fee it with all my heart. How, laic 
appearing in great furprife, / do not comprehend 
all, — Upon which, the younger interpoling to (et 
Cncfs aright ; Aly Lord, faid he, my brother, I fup^ 
hungry, and longs for the mutton y out Lordjhip hath 
ed us to dinner. Pray, faid Peter, take me along w 
Either you are both mad, or dtfpofed to be merrier 
cpprove of If yon there do not like your piece, 
cwrveyou another ; though 1 Jhould take that to beth 
tit cf the whole Jhoulder, What then, my Lord, 
the firft, itfeems this is a Jhoulder of mutton all thi. 
Pray, Sir, fays Peter, eat your visuals, and leave 
impertinence, if you pleafe, for I am not difpofed i 
it at prefent, Bui the other could not forbear bein 
provoked at thcafFedled ferioufnefs of Peter's counts 
£y G — , my Lord, faid he, / can only fay, that, 
eyes, and fingers, and teeth, and nofc, it feems to be 
fat a crufi of bread. Upon which the fecond pu 
word : / never faw apiece of mutton in my life Jo nei 
fmbling a Jllce from a twelve^penny loaf Look ye, 
men, cries Perer in a rage, to convince you, what l 
of blind, pcjitive, ignorant, wilful puppies you are^ 
%tfe but this plain argument : By G — ■, it is true, go 
mral mutton, as ^vy in Le ad enh all-market, and G 
found you both eternally, if you offer to believe oth 
Such a thundering proof as this, left no further ro 
obje<ftio'n. The two unbelievers began to gather ar 
ket up their miftake as haftily as they could. Wh) 
faid the firf^, upon more mature conjideratlon—j^y, \ 
other, interrupting him, now I have thought better 
thing, your Lordjhip feems to have a great deal of 
f^ery well, faid Peter. Here, boy, fill me a beer-i^ 
claret : here's to you both with all my heart. T! 
brethren, much delighted to fee him fo readily ap^ 
returned their mod humble thanks, and faid, they 
be glad to pledge his Lordfliip. That you (hal 
Peter. / am not a per f on to re fife you any thing 
rcafG)iable. Wine, moderately taken, is a cordial, I 
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agla/s a'piecefiryoH ; it is true natural juice from the 
l^rafiey none of your damned w\vanex% brewings. Having 
fpoke thus, he prefented to each of them another large 
dry crudy bidding them drink it o^y and not be bafh* 
fol ; for it would do them no hurt. The two brothers, 
ifter having performed the ufual ofRcc in fuch delicate 
conjnn^aresy of ftaringa fufficient period at Lord Peter, 
and each other ; and finding how matters were like to go^ 
refoived not to enter on a new difpute, but Jet him carry 
tbe point as be pleafed : for he was now got into one 
of his mad fits ; and to argue or cxpoflulate further, 
wooid only (ervc to render him a hundred times more 
uttraftable. 

I have chofen to relate this worthy matter in all its 

drcumflanceSy becaufe it gave a principjl occafion to 

that great and faoKHis rupture '^y which happened about 

. Ific fame time among thcfe brciiireii, and was never after- 

' wards m ide up. But of that I fliali treat at large in 

another feAion- 

Ho'vever, it is certain, tliat LorJ Peter, even in his 
bciJ intervals, was very lewdly given in his common 
converfation, extreme wilful and polliive > and would at 
any time, rather argue to the death, than allow himfelf 
fmce to b^ in an error. Bclides, he had an abominable 
faculty of telling huge palpable lyes upon all occaCons, 
and not only (wearing to the truth, bur curfing the 
whole company to hell, if they pretended to make the 
kail fcruple of believing him. One time he fwcre he 
liad a C01D at home, which gave as much milk ■ a( 
« meal as woidd fill three thoufand churches ; z,ndif 
vhat was yet more extraordinary, would- -never tura 
four +. Another time he was telling of an old Jign-pofl \ 
thit belonged to \i\% father y with nails and timber c- 
nongh in it to build uxteen large men of war. Talk- 
mg one day of Chinefe waggons, which were made fb 

• By tbij rupture is meant the reformation. 

\ The ridiculous multiplying of the virgiuMary's m'lli amongft 
IhcPapiAs, under the allegory of a cow, -which gave asmuthniilk 
iia Bicalas would fill three thoufand churches W. JVottoii, 
% ^yX\i\%fifn^p9>fl is meant the crofi of our blcflcd Saviour ; — . 

Mil ifall tbe -wood that is Ihcwn for parts of it, was colledcj, 
^^\!X. {quantify vouli fulficicntly julbfy this fyrtafiii. liuuhf. 

C 3 V.^x 
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light as to fail over mountains : Z — Js, faid Pete 
'whre^s the wonder •fthat t By G — , Ifato a large hoi^ 
of lime and ft one travel over fea and landy granting tbi 
St flopped fomet'mes to bait, above twty tboufand Gemn 
leagues *. And that which was the gaod of it^ he won 
fwear defperatcly all the while, that he never told a 1; 
in his life ; and at every word. By G , Gentlemen^ 
tell you nothing but the truth ; and the d ■ / broil t hi 
eternally that will not believe me. 

In (hort, Peter grew fo fcandalous, that all the neigl 
bourhood began in plain words to kjy he wa» no bett 
than a knave. And his two brothers, long weary ( 
his ill ufage, refolved at lafl to leave him ; bat fii 
they humbly defired a copy of their father's w/7/, whi< 
had no;v lain by negledted time out of mind. Inftead • 
granting this rcqueft, he called them damned fons 
nuhoreSy rogues^ traitors, and the reft of the vile nam^ 
he could mufter up. However, while he was abros 
one day upon his projedls, the two youngfters watche 
their opportunity, made a (hift to come at the wit 
and took a copla vera f ; by which they prefently fa 
how grofsly they had been abufed ;, their father havii 
left them equal heirs, and ftridUy commanded, th 
whatever they got fhould lie iu common among the 
all* Purfuant to which, their next enterprife was, 
break open the cellar^oor, and get a little good drl 
to fpirit and comfort their hearts f . In copying tJ 
will, they had met another precept agaiaft whoring, c 
vorce, and feparate maintenance: upon which tht 
next work was, to difcard theic concubines, and fei 
for their wives t|. Whilft all this was in agitatio 

* The chapel of Loretto. He falls here only upon the ridic 
lous inventions of Popery. The church of Rome intended I 
thefe things to gull filly lupcrftitious people, and" rook thena 
their money. The world had been too long in ftavcry ; but o 
anceftors glorioufly redeemed us from that yoke. The chur 
of Rome therefore ought to be cxpofed; and he defcrves w 
of mankind that does expofe it.. W, Wotton, 

Ibid, The chapel of Loretto, which travelled from, the Ho 
land to Italy. 

f Tninllated the fcripturcs into the vulgv tongues. 

\ Adminidcied the cup to the laity at the communion. 

U Allow td the marriages of priclts,. 

the 
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there entcrs^ a (blicitor from- Newgate, dcfiring Lord Pe* 
ter would pleafe to procure a pard$n for a thief th&t was 
to he hanged to-morrow. But the two brothers told him^ 
he WM a coxcomb^ to feek pardons from a fellow who 
defenred to be hanged much better than his client ; and 
difcovered all the method of that impoflure, in the fame 
form I delivered it a while ago ; advifing the folicitor to 
put hi« friend upon obtaining a pardon from the king*, iw 
the midftof all this clutter and revolution, m conies Peter 
with a file of dragoons at his heels f ; and gathering from 
all hands what was in the wind^ he and his gang, after 
feveral millions of fcurrilities and curfes, not very im- 
portant here to repeat, by main force very fairly kicks^ 
them both out of doors j:, and would never let them come 
ttoder bis roof fi:om that day to this. 
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A digrejfion in the modern hind, 

:^ IX r^> whom the world^ is pleafed to honour wkb 

iW the title of modern authors^ fhould never have 
been able to compafs our great dcfign of an everlafting 
remembrance, and never-dying fame, if our endeavours 
bad not been fo highly ferviceable to the general good of 
laankind. This, (Jntverfe^ is the adventurous attempt; 
of me thy fecretary j 

■ ^emvis perferre labor em 

Suadetf et inducit nobles vsgilareferenas. 

To this end, I have fome time lince, with a world 
if pains and art, difleded the carcafe of human nature^ 
ind read many ufeful ledures upon the feveral parts, 
both containing and contained ; till at lalt it fmelt fo 



* DircAed penitents not to truft to pardons and abfolutions 
(rocured for money; but fcnt thenn to implore tbe mercy of 
God, from whence alone remidion is to be obtained. 

f By Peter's dragoons is meant the civil power, which ihofe 
|ri&ces who were bigotted to the Romilh fuperilition, employed 
agaioft the frffclHftrs. 

t The fo^'i ihuts all. who diffcnt from him out of the church« 
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ftrong, I conld preferve it no longer. Upon whi 
have been at a great expence to fit up all the bonet 
exad contexture, and in due fymmetry ; fo that 
n?ady to fhewa very complete anatomy thereof to i 
rious gentlemen and others. But, not to digrefs fj 
in the midd of a digrefGon, as I have known fom 
thors incloTe digreflions in one another, like a n 
boxes ; 1 do affirm, that having carefully cat up / 
nature, I have found a very Grange, new, and im 
ant dlfcovery ; that the publick good of mankind ii 
fomif d by two ways^ tnftru6iion and diver/ion, A 
have farther pravcd in my faid feveral readings^ (^ 
perhaps the world may one day fee, if 1 can preva 
any friend to (ieal a copy, or on any certain gentl 
of ray admirers, to be very importunate), that, as 
kind is now difpofed, he receives much greater ac 
tage by being diverted than hi/iru^eJ; his epidemics 
cafes being /<«7/.//V7/>*, amor/>/jy, and r/i'itciticn ; uh< 
in the prefeni univerfal empire of wit and learning, 
ftems but little maitcr left for iiiftni6iioti, f Jowevc 
compliance with a leifon of great age and author! 
have attemptel carrying the point in all it5 hcig 
and accordingly, throughout this divine treatise, 
fkilfuU||L kneaded up both together^ with a layer of 
and zliyer of dulce. 

When 1 confidcr how exceedingly oUr illuftrioui 
derns have edipfed the weak glimmering liglits oi 
ancients, and turned them out of the road of all £til 
able commerce,* to a degree, that our choice town- 
of moft refined accompliftimcnts, arc iu grave dif 
whether there have been ever any a-iclents or no * 
which point we arc like ro receive wonderful fatisfj* 
from the mod ufeRiI labours and lucubrations of 
worthy modern Dr. Hentley : I fay, when I confide 
this, I cannot but bcwaif, that no famous modern 
ever yet attempted an univcdal fydem, in a fmall f 
able volume, of all things that are to be known, o\ 
lievcd, or imagined, or pradtifed in life. I am how 

* The learned pcift n here meant by cur author, hath 
endeavounnij to annihijare fo many ancient writers, that, i 
he is plcafcj to (top his hanJ, it will be dangerous to ^i 
vhcthcr tlicre have bcco any aaciccts in the worlJ. 

fo: 
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to acknowledge^ that fuch an enterprife was 
lit on fome time ago, by a great philofopher of O. 
*. The method he propofed, was by a certain- 
la receipt y a noftrum^ which, after his untimely death^ 
id among his papers ; and do here, ont of my great 
on to the modem learned, prcfent them with it ; not 
ing, it may one d:iy encourage fome worthy under- 

take fair correCi copies, well hound in calfskin^ and 
d at the back, of all modern bodies of arts and fci^ 
whatjoever, and in what language you plesft. Thefc 
fii in balneo Marix, if^fufing quinteflence of poppy 
together with three pints of lethe, to be had from' 
)thecaries. Toa cleanfe away carefully the fordes and 
mortaum, letting all that is volatile evaporate, JTw- 
le only thefirft running, which is again to be diftilled 
Ten times, till what remains will amount to about tw9 
This you keep- in a glafs vial hermeticaJI y Jealedy 
' and twenty days ; then you begin your catholic trea* 
Uking every morning f aft ing, fir ft Jhaking the viai^ 
Itopv of this eJixir, Jnufiing itftrongly up your nofei A 
late itfelf about the brain (whete there is any) iw 
It minutes, and you immediately p^cerve im your heat^ 
lite number ^abOra^s, fummaries, compendiums^ 
is, coile^ions, medulla's, excerpta quaodam's, flo* 
•^; aikd the like, all dijfofed into great order ^ and* 
He upanpeper, 

inft needs own, it was by the afliftance of thistfr* 
that I, though otherwife impar, have adventi»« 
on fo daring an attempt ; never atchieved or ub« 
;n before, b^t by a certain author called Homers 
»m, though otherwife a perlon not without fome 
^', otndifif an ancient of a toJerable genius, I have 
rred many grofs errors, which are not to be for- 
lis very aftes, if by chance arry of them are left, 
brereas we are afTured, he defigned his work for a 
Me body f of all knowledge, human, divine, po- 
ns is an imaginary ifland, of kin to that which is called 
ters wives %Jland, placed in Tome unknown part of the 
merely at the fancy of the map-maker. 
»merus omnes res humanas pocmatis complexus eft. J&- 
coHviv, 



aercm autorem nunc unquam aitawijje tgms voc^n, t. 
ings are not Icfs prominent in feveral parts of the 
nics. For, having read his writings with the utm 
plication ufual among modern wits y 1 could never 3 
cover the leaib diredion about the {lru(5lureof th 
fill inftrument, a fave-alL For want of which, 
moderns had not lent their affiftance, we might yc 
wandered in the dark, Bot I have dill behind, 
bx more notorious to tax this author with ; I me 
grofs ignorance in the common laws of this realm y 
the dodlrine> as well as difcipline of the church c 
hnd f : A defedt indeed, for which both he and 
ancients (land moft jufily cenfut'ed by my wort 
ingenious firiend, Mr. Wotton, Batchelor of Divic 
his incomparable treatife of ancient and modern lea 
a book never to be fufficiently valued, whether v 
fider the happy turns and flowings of the authoi 
the great ufefulnefs of his fubiime difcoveries up 
fubjeft o( flies and fpittle^ or the laborious eloqu 
his ftyle. And J cannot forbear doing that autl 
juftice of my public acknowledgments, for. th< 
helps and liftings I had out of his incomparable 
while I was penning this treatife. 
- But, befides thefc omiflions in Homer, alread; 



^. A digrejfion in ^he modern itnd, "85: 

J, the cnrious reader will alfo obferve feveral dc- 
in that author's writings, for which he is not alto- 
r fo accountable. For whereas every branch of 
^ledgc has received fuch wonderful acquirements 
his age, efpcciaily within thele laft three years, or 
ibouts ; it is almoQ impoflible, he could be fo very 
5t in modern difcoveries, as his advocates pretencf. 
Freely acknowledge him to be the inventor of the 
/r, o^ gun-powdery and the circulation of the blood, 
. challenge any of his admirers, to (hew me in all 
Titings a complete account of tht fpleen. Does he 
lib leave us wholly to (eek in the art of political 
ring ? What can be more defedive and unfatisfac- 
than his loog didertation upon tea ? And as to his 
od oi falivation without mercury ^ (b much celebrated 
:e, it is to my own knowledge and experience, a 
very little to be relied on, 

was to fupply fuch momentous defeds, that I have 
prevailed on, after long folicitation, to take pen in 
; and I dare venture to promife, the judicious 
r {hall find nothing neglc^ed here, that can be of 
pen any emergency of life. I am confident to have 
led and exhau(ted alLthat human imagination can 
xfall to. Particularly, I recommend to the perufal 
e learned^ certain difcoveries that are wholly un- 
ed by others ; whereof I (hall only mention, among 
It many more. My new Mp for fmatterers ; or^The 
^ being deep-learnedy and jhallow-read : — A curious 
^ion about moufe-traps : — An univerfalrule ofreafon ; 
very man his own carver ; together with a moft ufe- 
igine for catching of owls. All which the judicious 
r will find largely treated on in ihe feveral parts of 
iifcourfe. 

lold my felf obliged to give as much light as is po& 
into the beauties and excellencies of what I am 
]g ; becaufe it 16 become the fafhion and humour 
applauded among the firlt authors of this polite and 
?d age, when they would correal the ill-nature of 
al, or inform the ignorance of courteous readers. 
es, th:re have been feveral famous pieces lately 
(bed, both in verfe and profe ; wherein, if the wri- 
lad not been pleafed; out of their great humanU^ 
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and tiffe&ion to the public, to give us a nice d 
ihcfubli'f'ie and the admirable they contain, it is 
fand to one, whether we fhould ever have difcove 
grain, of either. For my own particular, 1 can 
ny, that v/hatevcr I have faid upon this occa(i< 
been more proper -in a preface, and more agree 
the mode, which ufutilly direfls it thither. But 
tliink fit to lay hold on that great and honoural 
vilcge of being the Lift writer ; 1 claim an abfol 
thority in right, as the/refifffl modern, which gi\ 
defpotic power over all authors before nie. 
ftrength of which title, I do utterly difapprove j 
clare againft that pernicious cuftom, of making 
face a bill of fare to the book, For 1 have 
looked upon it as a high point of indifcretion 
fler»monperSy and other retailers of ftrange fights , 
out a fair large pifture over the door, drawn al 
life, with a moft eloquent defcription underneath, 
hath faved me many a three- pence ; for my curiol 
folly faiisfied, and 1 never offered to go in, thoi 
ten invited by the urging and attending orato 
his laft moving and /landing piece of rhetoric, S. 
my word, we are juft going to begin. Such is exa 
fate, at this time, of Prefaces^ E pi flies, Adverti^ 
IntroduClions, Prolegomena's, Apparatus'' s. To the ; 
This expedient was admirable at firft. Our great 
has long carried it as far as it would go, and -^ 
credible fuccefs. He hath often faid to me in 
dence, that the world would have never fiifpeft 
to be fo great a poet, if he had not affared t 
frequently in his prefaces, that it was impoflib 
could either doubt or forget it» Perhaps it may 
however, 1 much fear, his inftru^ions have edi; 
of their place, and taught men to grow wifer 
tain points, where he never intended they (hou 
it is lamentable to behold, with what a laz] 
many of the yawning readers of our age do now 
twirl over forty or fifty pages q{ preface and de(^ 
(which is the ufual modern ftint), as if it were f< 
Latin. Though it muft be alfo allowed, on th< 
hand, that a very confiderable number is knc 
proceed critics and wits^ by reading nothing clfe. 
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strhich two fadtons^ I think, all prefent readers may 
juftly be divided. Now, for myfelf, I profefs to be of 
the former fort : and therefore having the modern incli- 
nation to expatiate npon the beauty of my own produc- 
tions, and difpUy the bright parts of my difcourfe, I 
Aought beft to cfo it in the body of the work ; where, 
as It now lies, it makes a very confiderable addition to 
the bulk of the volume ; a circumftance by no means to 
he negle(fed bj ajkijful writer. 

Having thus paid my due deference and acknowledg- 
ment to an eftablifhed cuftom of our neweft authors, 
l)y a long dtgreJli9n unfiugbtfir, and an untverfat ceafure 
ufrwokedi by farcing into the light, with much pains 

I and dexterity, my own excellencies, and other mens dc« 
failts, with great juftice to myfelf, and candour to 
them ; I now happily refume my fubjeft, to the infinite 

' Iktisfiiftion both of the reader and the author. 



SECT. VI. 
i A TALE OF A TUB. 

IT[T TE left Lord Peter in open rupture with his two 
VV brethren ; both for ever difcarded from his 
boofe, and rcfigned to the wide world, with little or 
Nothing to truft to. Which are circumdances that 
render them proper fubjecls for the charity of a writer's 
pen to work on ; fcenes of raifery ever affording the 
.Gureft harveft for great adventures. And in this the 
>vorld may perceive the difference between the integri* 
ly of a generous author, and that of a common friend. 
i The 'teter is obferved to adliere clofe in profperity, 
I bot, 'on the decline of fortune, to drop fuddenly off : 

I Whereas the generous author, juft on the contrary, 
Ibdt his hero on the dunghil, from thence by gradual 
Ikept raifes him to a throne, and then immediately with- 
i draws, expe£Bng not fb much as thanks for his pains. 
laimiuuonofwhich example, 1 have placed Lord Peter 
in a noble honfe, given him a title to wear, and mo- 
»ey to fpend. There I (hall leave him for feme time ; 
\ tttnniing where common charity dirc^s me> ^.o xV^ 
"1 Voii. L H aOJi&^wc^ 
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afliftance of his two brothers at their Joweft ebl 
However, 1 (hall by no means forget my charafter c 
an hiftorian, to follow the truth, ftep by Hep, whatevc 
happens, or where-ever it may lead me. 

The two exiles, fo nearly united in fortune and Jn 
tcrefl;, took a lodging together ; where, at their £ri 
leifure, they began to refleiSt on the numberlefs misfoi 
tVines and vexations of their life pad ; and could no 
tell, on the fudden, to^what failure in their condu<5 
they ought to impute them ; when, after fome recol 
lei^ion, they called to mind the .copy of their father* 
lullly which they had h happily recovered. This \%a 
immediately produced, and a. firm refblution taken be 
tween theniy to alter whatever was already amifs, an< 
reduce all their future meafures to the Itri^eft obedi 
coce pj-cfcribed therein. The jnain body of the wh 
(as the reader cannot eafily have forgot ) confifled ii 
certain admirable rules about the wearing of theii 
coats : in the perufal whereof, the two brothers, a 
^ery period duly comparing the dodrine with the prac 
tice, there was never feen a wider difference betweei 
two things ; horribje, downrjght .^ranfgrefliQns of eve 
jry point. Upon which they both refofved, without fur 
ther delay, lo fall immediately upon reducing the whol< 
cxadly after their father's model. 

But here it is good to (lop jthe bafty reader, ever im- 
patient to fee the end of an adventure, before wc wri- 
ters can duly prepare him for it. I am to record, thai 
thefe two brothers began to bfi diftingulfhed at this 
time by certain names. One of them defired to b< 
called MARTIN*, sj.nd the other took the appella- 
tion of JACK f. Thefe two had lived in mud; 
friendfhip and agreement, under the tyranny of their bro- 
ther Peter; as it is the ^ent of fellow-.fufFerers to do ,5 
•men in misfortune being Jike men in the .dark, to 
ivhom all colours are the fame. But when they came 
forward into the world, and began to difpl^y tbem- 
-felves to each other, and to the light, their cora- 
.plpuons appeared extremely difTergnt y which the pre- 

J ]^Iariin Luther, f John CalviUf 

feat 
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f^fnt pollcire of their affairs gave them fudden opportu- 
nity to diicover. 

But here the fevers reader may juftfy tax me as a 
writer of fhort memory ; a deficiency to which a true 
modern cannot but, of- neccflity, be a little fubjed : 
becaufe memory being an employment of the mind upon 
things paily is a faculty, for which the learned in our 
illuftrious age have no manner of occadon, who deal 
entirely with invention, and ftrike all things out of 
tiiemfelves, or at leait by coUiHon from each other : upon 
which account we think it highly reafonable to produce 
our great forgetfukefs^ as an argument unanAverable 
for our great wit. I ought, in method, to have inform- 
ed the reader about fit'ty pages ago, of a fancy Lord" 
^eter took, and infufed into his brothers, to wear on * 
their coats whatever trimmings came up in fafhion; 
never pulling off any as they went out of the mode, 
but keeping on all together; which - amounted in time 
to a medleys the mod antic you can pofEbiy conceive ; 
and this to a degree, that, upon the time of their falling 
out, there was hardly a thread of the original coat 
to be feen ; but an infinite quantity of lace, and r/^- 
tands, und fringe, and embroidery, and points ; (I mean only 
thoCe tagged ivit/fjiher*, (or the veil fell off). Now, 
this material circumdance having been forgot in due 
place, as good fortune hath ordered, comes in very pro- 
perly here^ when the two brothers are juft going to 
, reform their veflures into the primitive ftate^ prefcrl- 
bed by their father's will. 

Thlcy both unanimoufly entered upon this great 
work, looking fometimes on their coats, and fom^- 
tin^s on the will. Martin laid the fird hand; at 
one twitch brought oflT a large handful of points; and, 
ifiih a fecond p»ll, dripped away ten dozen yards of 
fringe. But ' when he had gone thus far, he demurred 
awhile. He knew very well, there yet remained a 
peat deal more to be done. However; the fird he^t 
being over, his violence began to cool, and he refolved 

* Points tagged with (liver, are thofc doftrincs tliat pro- 
note the greatnefs and weahb of the ciiurch, which have been ' 
tlKftfore woven decpeft in the body of Popery, 

H 2 Vi^ 
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^o proceed more moderately in the reft of the wor 
having already narrowly efcaped a fwinging rent in pu 
ing off the points^ whichy being tagged with plver^ { 
we have.obfcrvcd before), the judicious workman h 
vith mudi fagacity double fown, to preferve them fn 
falling. Rcfolving therefore to rid his coat of a hi: 
quantity of goU lace^ . he picked up the ftitches w; 
much caution, and diligently gleaned out all the loi 
threads as he went ; which proved to be a work of tin 
Then he fell about the embroidered Indian figures 
men, women, and children ; againft which, as y 
have heard in its due place, their father's teftamc 
was extremely exa^ and fcvere : thefe, with much d< 
terity and application, were, after a while, quite eradu 
ted, or utterly defaced. For the reft, where he c 
ferved the embroidery to be worked fo clofe, as not 
be got away without damaging the cloth, or whi 
it ferved to hide or ftrengthen any flaw in the body 
the coat; contracted by the perpetual tampering 
workmen upon it ; he concluded, the wiieft courfe w 
to let it remain ; refolving in no cafe whatfoever, tl 
the fubftance of the ftuff ftiould fuffer injury; which 
thought the beft method for ferving the true intent a 
meaning of his father's will. And this is the ncai 
account I have been able to colled of Martin's pi 
ccedings upon this great revolution *. 

But bis brother Jackf, whofe adventures will be 

extraordina 

* The crhicifrr.s of thcMartinifts (whom we may fuppofe 
members of the church of England) >vcre, it is to be hoped, m 
candid than thofe contained in the following note : for Martii 
treated with a much lets degree of farcafm than the other t 
brothers.— The church of £ngland can fcarce 1}C angry at fuc 
favourable account of Luther; cfpccially as we have fincc 
formed from Luther him felf, and, fofar as our judgments < 
teach us, have reftorcd our habits ftill nearer to the original 
ihion, which they bore at the perfeftion of the teftaraent. Orn 

f In thecharaaer of Jar* a fet of people were alarmed, "w 
arc eafily offended, and who can fcarce bear the cheerfulnefs 
a firilcj In their diftionary, wit is only another name for wi^ 
cdncfs ; and the purer or mure excellent the wit, the greater i 
more impious the abomination. However wide, therefore,' 
difference of Peter and Jack might have been in fidhiootog th 
f oats, the two brothers moft fincerely agreed in their hatred 
ail advcrfary fo powcrfoL as this anonymous author. Th 

fpar 
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extraordinary, at to. furnifh a great part in the re* 
mainder of this didourfe, entered upon the matter 
with other thonghtt, and a quite different fpirit. For 
the memory of Lord Peter's injuries produced a degree 
of hatred and fpite, which bad a much greater (hare of 
inciting him, than any regards after his father's com- 
mands ; iince tbefe appeared at heft only fecondary and 
fiibfeirvient to the other. However, for this medley of 
humour he made a fhift to find a very plaufible name, . 
honouring it with the title of zeai ; which is perhaps the 
moft fignificant word that hath been ever yet produced ' 
m any language ; as, i think, I have fully proved in ' 
ay excellent analytical difcourfe upon that fubjed ; 
wherein I have deduced a hiftori-theo-phyfi-log'tcal account - 
c&zealf (hewirig how it firft proceeded from a notion in* - 
to a word, .and firom thence, in a hot fummer, ripened > 
. into a tangible fuhfiance. Thb work, containing three * 
j large volumes jn folio, I defign very (hrortly topublifh by 
the m'niern way offubfeription: not doubting but the no* 
biJhy and gentry of the land will give me all poflible * 
encouragement, having had already fuch a tafte of ' 
wfait I am able to perform. 
I I record therefore, that brother Jack, brim-full of 
this miraculous compound, reflecting with indignation ^ 
upon Peter's tyranny, and farther provoked by the de- 
fpondency of Martin, prefaced his refolutions to this 
purpofe. Wbatj^dLxA be, a rogue, that locked up his drink, . 
turned aw^ our wives y cheated us of our fortunes ^ palmed • 
his damned cnifts upon us fir muttony and at laft kicked its 
Uit of doors s mufl we be in hisfajbions, with a pox I a rap- 
ed, befidtSy that all the flreet cries out again]}. Having 
thus kindled and inflamed himfelf as high as poflible, 

fpared no unmannerly rcfleflions upon his cha rafter. Thry 
khi recourfe to every kind of abufc that could reach him. And 
femctinics it was the work of Swiff and his companions: foniC' 
times not afyllable of it was his work ; it was the work of one 
of his uncle's fons, a clergyman : and fometimes it w;is the 
work of « pcrfon, who was to bc»namekfs.'- Each of thcfc 
malicious conjefliircs reigned in its turn :- and it will be found, 
that bold aflertions, however falfc, alrooft conftanily meet with 
luccefs ; a kind of triumph that would appear one of the feve- 
reft inftitutes of fate, if time and truth did not foon obliterate 
sUiaadu of the viSory: Orrery, 
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nuny of the fox*% arguments * as he could made 
for bringing Marrin to reafin^ as he called it, or 
he meant it, into his own raggedy .bobtailed condi 
and obferving he faid all to little parpofe; what 
was left for the forlorn Jack to do, but, after a n 
of fcurrilities agunft hit brother^ to ruiMnad with fj 
and fpite, and contradidlion ? To be fhort, her 
g:un a mortal breach between rhe(e two. Jack wer 
mediately to new lodgings, .and in a few days it ws 
certain reported, that 1m bad run out of his wits. 
Aort time after, he appeared abroad, and confinn< 
report by falling into the oddeft wbimCes that e 
fick brain conceived. 

And now the little boys in the (Ireets began to 
him with ■ feveral names. • Sometimes they wouh 
him Jack the Bald \ ; fometimes, Jack with n lantt 
Ibmetimes, Dutch Jack B ; fometimes, French Hug, 
fometimes, Tom the Beggar ff ; and fometimes^ i^( 
Jack of the. North JJ. And it wa^^ under one, ^r ; 
or all of thefe appellations, .which 1 leave the le 
reader to determine, .that he hath given rife to the 
illuftrious and epidemic fcA of JEolifts, who>« with 
nourable commemoration, do*(Hll acknowledge tl 
Bowned JACK for their author and founder, 
whofe original^ as well as principles, I am now a( 
dng to gratify the world with a very particular accc 

Mellea contingens cun{ia.iepQre. 

♦ The fox in the fable, who having been caught in^a 
and loft his tail, u(ed many arguments to perfuadc the n 
cut off theirs; that the Angularity of his dcf<^mit/ migh 
cxpofe him to derifion. Hawktf. 

f That is, Calvin, iiomcalvus, bald. 

I All thole who pretend to inward light • 

I Jack of Leyden, who gave rife to the Anabaptifis. 

*♦ The Hugonots. 

^ The Gucufes, by which name fomc Protcftantsin 
^ers were called. 

^ John KnoX; the reformer of Scotland* 
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SECT. vir. 

A digrejion in praife of digrejfions. 

I Have foraedmes heard ot^at Iliad m a nut-Jbell^ bat 
it hath been my fortune to have much oftener Jeen a 
nut'Jhcii in an Iliad, There i« no doubt that human life 
has received mod wonderful advantages from both ; bat 
to which of the two the world is chiefly indebted; I fliall 
leave among the curious^ as a problem worthy of their 
utmoft enquiry. For the invention of the latter, I think 
the commonwealth of learning is chieAy obliged to the 
great modern improvement of digreffions : the late refine- 
meats in knowledge running parallel to thofe of diet in 
oar nation, which, among men of a judicious tafte, are 
drefled up in various compounds, confiding infoups and 
•iSfoV, fricaffces and ragoufts. 

It is true> there is a fort of morofe, detraAing, ill* 
bred people, who pretend utterly to difrelifh thefe po* 
be innovations. And as to the fimilitude from diet, they 
allow the parallel ; but are fo bold to pronounce the ex* 
ample It (elf, a corruption and degeneracy of tade. They 
tell us, that the fafhion of jumbling fifty things together 
in a difh, was at fird introduced in compliance to a de« 
pcaved and debauched appetite, as well as to a crazy con" 
fiitution : and to fee a man hunting through an olio after 
the ^ead and trains of a goo/e, a widgeon, or a woodcock^ 
IS a fign he wants a ftomach and digeftion for more fub* 
ftantial vi<5bials. Farther, they affirm, that digrejions 
in a book are like fir ei^n troops in a ftate, which argue 
the nation to want a Iteart and hands of its own ; and 
often either fubdue the natives, or drive them into the 
Boft unfruitful corners. 

But, after all that can be objefled by thefe fuperci- 
Kous cenfors, it is manifeft, the fociety of writers would 
fiickly be rednced to a very inconfiderable number, if 
men were put upon making books, with tl^e fatal con* 
ineroent of delivering nothing beyond what is to the 
purpofe. It is acknowledged, that were the cafe the 
me among us, as with the Greeks and Romans, when 
Incning was ia its cradle, to be reared, and fed, and: 
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clothed by invention ; it would be an eafy ta(k to fiU op 
volumes upon particular occaiions^ without farther ex- 
patiating from the fubjcdl, than by moderate excurdons^ 
helping to advance or clear the main defigrr. But uith 
knzwUJ^e'ii has fired as with a numerous army, encamp- 
ed ill a fruitful country ; which for a few days maintains 
itfelf by the produdl of the foil it is on ; till^ provifions 
being fpent, they are fent to forage many a milfc, a- 
mong friends or enemies, it matters not. Mean while, 
the neighbouring fields, trampled and beaten do wn^ be- 
come barren and dry, a£brding no iudenance but cloads 

. ef dud. 

The whole courfe of things being thus entirely chan- 
ged between us and the ancieniSy and the moderns wifely 
fenfible of it ; we of this age have difcovered a (borter, 
and more prudent method, to become fiholars and loitt^ 

. without the fatigue of r^W///^ or o{ thinking. The moft 
accompli (hed way of ufing books at prefent, is twofold': 
either, firft, xo ferve them as fome men do lords^ learn 

■ their titles exadtiy, and then brag of their' acquaintance'; 
or, fecondly^ which is indeed the choicer,, the profound* 
cr, and politer method, to get a thorough inlight into 
the in.lex, by which the whole book is governed and 
turned, like fifies by the tail. For to enter the palace 
of learning.at the ^r<ftf/^^/^,. requires an expence of time 
and forms ; therefore men of much halle and little ce- 
remony are content to get in by the back-door. For the 
arts are q\[ in a flying march^ and therefore iQore eafiljf 
fubdued by attacking them in the rear. Thus phyficiatis 
difcovcr the ftate of the whole body, by confulting only 
what comes ixom behind. Thus men catch knowled^ 
by throwing their wit on the pojleriors of a book, as boyi 
do fparrows with ■ flingingyj// upon tiieir tails. Thui 
human life is bed underdood by the wife n[ian*s rule of 
regarding the end. Thus arc the (ciences found, like 
Hercules *s oxen, by tracing them backwards. Thus arc 
cldfciences unravelled like old fiockingSy by- beginning «t 
the foot. 

Befides all this, the army of the fciences hath' been of 
late, with a world of martial difcipline, drawn into its 

. clo/e order, ib that a view, or a mufler may be taken of 

. it with abundance of expedition.. -For tbis gceat hleffing 
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e are wholiy indebted to Jyftems and abflra^Sy in which 
le modern fathers of learnings like prudent ufgrcrs, fpcnt 
icir fweat for the cafe of us their children. For labour 
the feed of illenefsy and it is the^culiar happinefs of 
or noble age to gather the/ruit. 
Nowy the method of growing wife, learned, andy?/i- 
ifff having become Co regular an affair, and fo eflablifh- • 
1 in all its forms ; the number of writers niufl needs 
ive increafed accordingly^ and to a pitdi that has made 
of ahfolute neceflity for them to interfere continually 
ith ffach other. Befidcs, it is reckoned^ that there is • 
>ty at this prefent, a fufficient quantity of new matter 
ft in nature, to furnifh and adorn any one particular ^ 
bjeft to the extent of a volume. This I am told by a 
ry fkilful computer , wlio hath given a full demon Ara- 
m of it from rules of arithmetic. 
This, perhaps, may be objefted againfl by thofe who ■ 
lintain the infinity of matter, and therefore will not 
ow that ^ny ffecies of it can be exhaufled. For an- 
er to ivhich^ let us examine the noblefl branch of 
dern wit or Invention, planted and cultivated by the 
rfent age, and which, of aJl others, hath born the 
rfl and the faireft fruit. For though fome remains 
it were left us by the ancients^ yet have not any of 
)fc, as I remember, been tranfluted, or compiled into 
lems for modern ufe. Therefore we may affirm, to our 
vhonour, that it hath, in fbme fort, been both in- 
nted, and brought to a perfdflion by the fame hands. 
hat I mean, is that highly-celebrated talent among 
e modern wits, of deducing flmilitudes, alluGons, and 
plications, very furprifing, agreeable, and appofite, 
mi the pMdenda of either fex, together with their proper 
ri. And truly, having obfervcd how little invention 
ars«ny vogue, befides what is derived into thefe chdn* 
ftj I have fbmetimes had a -thought, that the happy 
■dns of our age and country was prophetically held 
Ith hy that ancient -typical defcription of the Indian 
fginies ; v)hofc ftsUure did n9t exceea above two foot : fed 
Wtmtudeada craffa, etad talos ufquepertingentia*. Now, 
bvebeen very curious to infpeA (h^ late productions^ - 

* Qtpefragm. ofni PUttm% 



99 fi I A Lt tL U r A I V t5, 

therein the beauties of this kind have mod prot 
ly appeared. And although this vein hath bled fb 
and all endeavours have been ufed in the power 
man breath to diiat^ extend^ and keep it oper 
the Scythians, who lad a cujfom, and an inftrun 
blow up tfie privities of their maresy that they mig 
the more miik * ; yet I am nnder an apprehenfo 
«iear growing dry^ and pad all Recovery ; and tha 
iovMtic^fonde of wit (honld, if pofTible^ be pr 
or elfe that we niu/l «'en be content with repetitic 
as well as upon all other occadons. 

This will ftand as an incontefkble argumen 
our modern wits are not to reckon upon the' inl 
matter, for a conftant fupply. What remains tfa 
h\it that our laft recourfe muft be had to large , 
and little compendiums ? Rotations muft be plentif 
thered, and booked in alphabet. To this end, 
authors need be little confolted, yet pritics, ai 
mentatorSf and lexicons, carefully muft. But ab 
thofe judidous collectors of Bright parts, and 
and oh/ervanda^s, are to be nicely dweh on^ by fc 
led xh^fieves and A7f///^r/ of learning ; though! 
tindetermined, whether they dealt in pearls or me 
confequently, whether we are more to value tha 
pajjed through, or \Ai2Xflaid hehind. 

By thefe methods, in a few weeks, there ftarts 
ny a writer, capable of managing the profound) 
It* moft univerfal fubjofls. For what though his 

empty, provided his common-pUce book be full ? 
you will bate him but the circumftances of metk 
ftyle, and grammar^ and invention ; allow him 
common privileges of traafcribing from others, 
grefCng from himfelf, as often as he (hall fee o( 
he will dellre no more ingredients towards fittii 
treatife, that (hall make a very comely figure on 
feller's (helf, there to be preferved neat and cle: 
long eternity, adorned with the heraldry of 
fairly infcribed on a label ; never to be thur 
greafed by ftudents, nor bound to everlafting cl 
4iarknefs in a library | but when die fdnefs gf 

; ficrodot. 1. 4* . 
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ne, (hall happily undergo the trial of pargatory^ in 
Icr TO afcend the sfy. 

Without thefe allowances, how is it pofTible vrc mo* 
-n wits (hould ever have an opportunity to introduce 
r colledionsy lifted under fo many thoufand heads of a 
Ferenc nature ? for want of which, the learned world 
raid be deprived of infinite delight, as well as inflruc- 
m, and we onrfclves buried beyond redrefs in an inglo- 
ras and uadiftinguilhed oblivion. 
From fuch elements as thefe, I am dive to behold the 
y, wherein the corporation of authors can outvie all 
brethren in the guild* A happinefs derived to us with 
;ceat many others, from oar Scythian anceftors ; a* 
3n£ whom the number of pens was fo infinite, that the 
recUn eloquence had no other way of ex|TTcffing it, 
an by faying, that in the regions far to the north, if 
as hardly pojfible for a man to travel, the very air was Ji 
piete with feathers * . 

The neceffity of this digrcfGon will eaCly excufe the 
ngth ; and i have chofen for it as proper a place as I 
fdd readily find. If the judicious reader can aflign a 
ter, I do here impower him to remove it into nny o- 
or corner he pleafes. Andfo I return, with great ala* 
ity, to purfue a more Importaat concern. 



SECT. virr. 

A TALE OF A TUB. 

rH E learned iEolids \ maintain the original caute 
of all things to be w/W, from which principle 
lis whole univerfe was at firft produced, and into which 
t mod at Uft be refolvcd ; that the fame breath which 
ad kindled, and blew up the flame of nature^ fhould 
loe day blow it out, 

^od procul a nobis fie^at fortuna giibernanf. 

This is what the adepti underftand by their cmifttt 

* Hcrodot. 1. 4. 

t AU pretenders to inspiration whatfocrer^ 

Vol. I. I wwfiai\ 
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viundi: that is to fay, the /pint, or breath, or "iX 
the world. For examine the whole fyftcm by the 
culars of nature^ and you will find it not to be dil 
For whether you pleafe to call the forma inform 
man, by the nzmexy^ fpiritui^ animus , affiaius, or 4 
v^hat are all tliefe but feveral appellations for 
vrhich is the ruling element in every compound, ac 
%vhich they all refolvc iipon their cocruption. F 
>vhat is life itfclf, but, ae it is commonly calle 
breath of our nofirils ? Whence it is very juftly ob 
by naturalidsy that wind fiill continues of great < 
meut in certain myfieries not^to be named, giving 
■Con for thofe happy epithets of turgiduiy and / 
applied either to the emit tent ^ or recipient organs. 

By what I have gathered out of ancient rccc 
find the compafs of their dodrine took in two and 
points, wherein it would be tedious to be very part 
However, a few of their moft important precepi 
■ducible from it, arc by no means to be omitted ; : 
which. the following maxim was -of raudi weight, 
;fince mnd had the mafler-fhare, as well as operat 
every compound, by confequence, thofe iseings n 
of chief excellence, wherein that primordiim appear 
prominently to abound ; and therefore man is in I 
perfcdion of all created things, as having, by ih< 
bounty of philofopl>crs, been endued with three < 
wwna's or winds, to which the fage i^Lclifts, witfc 
liberality, have added a fourth, of equal neced 
well as ornament, with the other three ; by this q 
principinrjij taking in our four corners of the \ 
which gave occaGon to that renowned cahalift. Bo 
>U3^ , of placing the body of man in due poiition 
Tour cardinal points. 

In confequence of this, their next principle was, 
.man brings with him into the world a peculiar p 
or grain of windy which may be called a qvinta ^ 
cxtrjcled from the other four. This quintefTevce \ 
^catholic ufe upon all emergencies of life, is impr 
iinto all arts and fcienccs, and may be wonderfully 

^ This is one of the names of Paracclfus. . He was callc 
J^ophsnii Jhcofjrajtus Paracelfiis Bombujius, 
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>d, as wdl as enlarged, by certain methods in educa* , 
ion. This, when blown m% to its perfe(flion, ouglit 
lot to be covetoufly hoarded tip, ♦ifled, or hid" under a < 
^ufhel, but freely communicated to mankmd. Upoii* 
hcfe reafons, and others of equal weight, the wife JEo- 
ifts affirm. the gift of BELCHING to be the noblefl avft 
>f a rational creature. To cultivate which art, and ren- 
ler it more ferviceable to mankind, they made ufe of fe- 
deral methods. At certain feafons of the year, you miglit' 
^hold the priefts among them in vaft numbers, with their 
souths griping wUe enough againft aflorm'*. At other times 
vcrc to be fcen, feveral hundreds linked together in a cir- 
cular chain, with every roan a pair of bellows applied 
o his neighbour's breech, by which they blew up each 
>ther to the (hape and fize of a tun ; and for that rea- 
bn, with great propriety of fpeech, did ufually call^ 
hrir bodies their vsfels. When, by ihefe and the like 
performances, they were grown fufficiently replete, they 
vonid immediately depart, and difcmbogue, for the pu- 
flic good, a plentiful (hare of their acquirements into' 
heir difciples chaps. For we niuft here, obferye, thai;*- 
il .learning: was- efleemed among them to be compound* 
d from the fame principle : Becaufe, firft, it is gene- 
ally affirmed, or confeffcd, that learning />w^/^ men up;: 
lid, fecondly, they proved it by the following fyllo- 
jjfm : Words are but wind ; and learning is nothing but 
vords ; ergo, learning is nothing but wind^ For this rca-- 
bn, the philofophers among them did, in their fchools^- 
leliver to their pupils, all their do<5lrines and opinions by 
truflaticn, wherein they had acquired a wonderful elo- 
quence, and of incredible variety. But the great cha-/ 
raifteriliic by which their chief fages were befl diftin- 
guifhedy was a certain pofition of countenance, which 
^ve undoubted intelligence to what degree or propor* 
tion the fpirit agitated the inward mafs. For, after cer*- 
tain gripings, the wind and vapours ilTiung forth ; hav-- 
ihg firff, by their turbulence and convulfions within, 
caufed an earthquake in man*s little world; diftorteJ- 
the mouth, bloated the cheeks, and gave the eyes a- 

* This is meant of thofe feJiiious preachers, who blow up ' 
the feeds of .rcbcUiun, &c . 

I 2' \A\i^i^^ 
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terrible kind of relievo. At which jun^ures, \ 
belches were received for facrcd, the fourer the 
and fwallowed with infinite confolation by their 
devotees. And to render thefc yet more complei 
caufe the breath of man's life is in his nollrils^ t! 
the choicell^ moft edifying, and mofl enlivenin| 
were very wifely conveyed through that vehicle^ 
them a ttnflure as they pailed. 

Their gods were the four w/W/, whom th 
ihipped, as the fpirits that pervade and enliven 
verfe, and as thofe from whom alone all infpirai 
properly be faid to proceed. However, the 
theie^ to whom they performed the adoration of 
was the almighty North ; an ancient deity, wl 
inhabitants of Megalopolis^ in Greece bad Ukewil 
bighcfl reverence : Omnium deorum Boream maxh 
brant \ . Ttiis god, though endued with 
vas yet fuppofed by the proFoundcr Solids, tc 
one peculiar habitation, or (to fpeak in form 
turn empyraum^ wherein he was more intimately 
This was lltuated ia a certain region^ well kt 
the ancient Greeks, by them called I^koTia, or, 
if ciarknefi. And although many controveriles 
rifen upon that mattee ; yet fb much k uodifputc 
from a region of the like denomination,, the mof 
^olifts have borrowed their original ; from wh 
every ag^, the zealous among their prie(lho< 
brought over their choiced infpiration ; fetching 
their own hands, from the fountain-head, in 
bhiUerSf and difploding it among the fedtarie 
nations ; wha didj and do^ and erer will, daily j 
pant after it. 

Now, their myfteries and rites were performs* 
manner. It is well known among the learned, 
virtuofos of former ages had a contrivance for 
and preferving winds in caflis or barrels^ whici: 
great afljftance upon long (ca- voyages ; and th6lc 
ufeful an art at prefent is very much to be U 
atihougb, I know not how, with great neglij 

* Latria is that worlhip which is paid only to the 
Deity. Hav'kef. 
t Paufiuu I 8. 
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ly Pancirollus * . It was an invention afcribed 
IS himfelf, from uhom this fetft is denominated r 
>, in honour of their founder's memory, have to 
preferved great numbers of ihofeiSjr/W/, where- 
fix one in each of their remplfe's, firft beating ' 

top. Into this barrely upon folemh davf, ihe 
Iters ; where, having before, duly prepared him- 
the methods already defcribcd, a lecret funnel is 
iveyed from his pofteriors to the bottom of the-* 
which admits new fupplies of infpiratlon from a. 
! chink or crany. VVhereupon you behold hin^" 
imcdiately to the Ihape and fizc of his vejfel. In 
lore he dRfembogucs whole tcmperts upon his au- 
as the fpirit from beneath gives him utterance ; - 
ifluing rv a.iytis et pe/tetralihs, is not performed*' 

much pain and gripings. And the wind ia • 
g forth, deals with his face as it does with that" 
ea ; fitrt btackemngy then wrinkiiugy and at hVI^''- 

:t into a foam f . It is in this guife the (acred '^^ 
delivers his oracular belches to his panting dif-' 

of whom fome are greedily gaping after the fane- - 
eath \ others are all the while hymning out the. * 
of the winds ; and, gently wafted to and fro ' 
■ own humming, do thus reprefent the foft breezes. > 
r deities appealed". 

from this culFom of theprieftsi tharfomc authors 
n thefe *^oli(R to have been very ancrenr in the' 

becaufethe delivery of ih^ir myfteries, which 
ju(V now mentioned, appears exactly the faMr 
lat of other ancient oraclci, whdft infpirationr 
wing; to cernin fubterraneous tffluviums of windy 
rd" with th6 fame pain to the prieflrj^and much a- 
« fame influence on thi* peopfc^' It-is troe; m- 
hat thefe were 'frequently' nranaged land dir«^ed 
a/^ officers, whofe organs were»underft6od to be 
jifpbied for the admifEon of thofe oracular ^^w/?/, 
rii^imd pafling pp thfougjt-.i receptacle -of great - 

author wlto yrxxXtUe artiMiS perditisi Acf; ofaVts loft, dnd 
inverted. 

lis is an exafl defcription of the changes mads in the face 
u£allic preachers^ 
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cr capacity, and cauilng alfo a pruriency by 
fuch as, with due managen>ent, hath been re£ 
carnal into a fpiritiial ecflafy. And> to flrenj 
profoiind conjedhire, it is farther infiflcd, that 
torn of female priefts * is kept up (HIi in certa 
colleges of our modern ^olifts^.who are agrei 
ccive their infpiration, derived through the rec 
forefaid, like their anceftors, the Sibyls, 

And whereas the mind of man, when he \ 
rpur and bridle to his thoughts, doth never 
naturally fallies out into both extremes of high 
of good and evil ; his firft flight of fancy c 
tranfports him to ideas of what is mod perfe^, 
and exalted ; till having foared out of his o^ 
and fight, not weH perceiving how near the 
of height and depth border upon each other, 
fame courfe and wing, he falls down plum into 
eft bottom of things ; like one who travels the 
the "xejl ; or like a flrait line drawn by its o\n 
into a circle. Whether a tindure of malice in 
tures makes us fond of furnifhing every bright 
itsrevcrfe; or whether rcafon, refle(5ling upoi 
of things, can, like the fun, ferve only toenii| 
half of the globe, leaving the other half by 
under fnade and darknefs ; or whether fane 
up to the imagination of what is higheil and 
comes over-fhort, and fpent, and weary, an< 
)y fall"?, lil:e a dead bird of paradife, to the gn 
whether, after all thefe met:.phyfical conjedlurcj 
Tjot entirly miiled the true reafon ; the pre 
however, which hath flood me in fo much circ 
is altogether true, That, as the moft uncivili: 
of mankind have fonxj way or other climbed up 
conception of a gody or fnpreme power, fo i 
felclom forgot to provide their fears with certai 
notions, which, inftead of better, have fer\ 
yrctty tolerably for a dev'iL And this proccedi 
to be natural enough : for it is with men, who 
B2tions ore lifted up very high, after the fam^ 
V ith ti)c>fe whole bodies are fo ; that as they 

•* ijujkcrs,, wlio CuiTcr their women to preach and 
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lighted with the advantage of a nearer contcmplatjoit 
upwards, fo they are equally terrified with the difmal 
prolpcft of the precipice below. Thus, in the choice 
of a deviiy it hath been the iifual method of mankind, to 
fingle out fbrae being, either in adl, ex in viiion, which 
was in moft antipathy to the god they had framed. 
Thus alfo the feft of iKolUts polfcfTcd themfelvcs with 
a dread, and horror, and hatred of two malignant na- 
tures, betwixt whom and the deities they adored, perpe- 
taal enmity was eftabli(hed. The firft of thefe was the - 
cameiioH *, fworn foe to iftfpirationy who, in Icorn, de- 
voored large influences of their god, without refunding^ 
the finalleft blad by erti^atiofi, Tlie other was a huge 
terrible monficr, called Moulin a vefJ, who, with four 
llroDg arms, waged eternal battle with all their divinU 
iit$, deztroufly turning to avoid their blows, and repay 
[ them with interest. 

f Thus fu mi Hied, ami fct out with ^oc/s, as well as de^ 
: vils, was the renowned fedl of ^ilolifts ; which makes at 
■ ibis day fb illollrious a figure in the world, and whereof 
that polite nation of Laplanders are, beyond all doubt, 
I a moft authentic branch : of whom I tliereforc cannot^ 
E Vithout in^uftice, here omit to make honoiira4)le men* 
\ tion ; fince they appear to be fo clofely allied in point 
0f intereft, as well as inclinations, with their brother 
follfts among us, as not only to buy their ivindi by 
wholefale from the fame merchants, but ajfo to retail 
them after xhtfame rate and method^ and to cuHomcrs 
much alike. 

Now, whether the fyftem here delivered was wholly 
compiled by Jack ;; or, as fome writers believe, rather 
copied from the original at Delphos, with certain addi- 
tions and emendations fuited to the times and circum- 
Bmces ; I fliall not abfolutely determine. Hiis I may 
dinn, that Jack gave it, atleaft, a new turn, and form* 
I «i( It into the fame drefs and model as k lies deduced 

I have long (ought after this opportunity of doing 
\ JnKce to a (bciety of men, for whom 1 have a peculiar 

*I do not well underftand what the author aims nt here, any 
r IMC than by the terrible monfter mentioned in the folio winglinrs^ 
' oUedMsirfM vftf/| which is tlic French name for a windmllL 
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honour ; and whofe opinions, as well as prances, have* 
been extremely mifreprefcnted and traduced by the ma- - 
ILce or ignorance of their adverfaries. for I .think it . 
one of the greateft and bed of human adllons, to re-- 
movc prejudices, and place things in their irueft and . 
fairclHight ; which I therefore boldly undertake, with-- 
out any regards of my own, befide. the confcience, the* 
honour, and the thanks « 

SECT. IX; 

A digrejjion concerning the onginaly the ufby and Improve*' 
ment of madncfs in a commonwealth, 

NOR (hall it any wiwf detradl from the juftrepu-- 
tation of this famous fe«ft, that iis rife and indi- • 
tutjon are owing to fuch an author as I have defcribed' 
Jack to be; a pcrfon whofe intelledldals were overturn- 
ed, and his brain {haken out* of its natin:a} pofition ; .. 
which we commonly fuppofe to be a diftdmper, and" call' 
by the name of ma'inefs, or phrenzy. For if wc take a ■ 
fnrvey of the greateft adlions that have been perform- 
ed in the world under the influence of fingle menj. 
vhich are, the efldhlijhment ^f neiu empires by conquefl ; 
the advance andprogre/s ofhevjfchemes in phtio/ophv\ and'' 
the CGf.triving, as well as th^ propagating of new religions i 
we (hall find the authors of them all ta have bfeen per- ■ 
ftns, whofe natural reafon h'ad* admitted great revolft- 
tions from their diet, their education, the prevalency 
of fome certain temper, together with the particolar' 
influence of air and cliiiiate. Befideff, there is fomc- 
tliing individual in huma« minds, that eafily kindles at 
the accidental approach and coUifion of "certain circum-. 
ihnces, which, though of paultry and mean appcarancf^. 
do often flame out into the greateft emergencies ofJifc: ■ 
For great turns are not always given hy ftrbng hands^ 
but by lucky adaption, and at proper feafons.. And iti|* 
of ho import, where the fire was kindled, if the vapopr. 
Iws once got up into the brain. For the upper regisjr 
of man is ibrniflicd like the yniddle region of the air ; the 
uateiiab aie. formed from caufes of the. widefldiffir* 
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ence, yet produce at laft the fame fubflance and efFc^. 
Mi(U arile from the earthy (learns from dunghills^, ex- 
halations from the fea, and fmoke from fire ; yet all 
clouds are the fame in compofitiony as well as confe- 
quences ; and the fumes UTuing from a jakcs will furnifh 
as comely and ufeful a vapour, as incenfe from an altar. 
Thus bxy I fuppofe, will eafily be granted me ; and 
then it will follow, that as the face of nature never 
produces rain, but when it is overcafl and difturbed \. 
fo human underUanding, feated in the brain, mud be 
troubled and overfpread by vapours, afcending from the 
lower faculties to water the invention, and render it 
Iruitfbi. Now, although thefe vapours (as it hath been 
already faid) are of as various original, as thofe of the 
Dues ; yet the crops they produce, differ both in kind 
ind degree, merely according to the foil. I will pro- 
dgce two inftances to prove and explain what I am now 
advancing. 

A certain great prince raifed a mighty army> filled 
his coffers with infinite treafures, provided an invincible 
fleetj and ail thb, without giving, the leaft part of his 
defign CO his greatefl miniders or his neared favourites *• 
Immediately the whole world was alarxned ; the neigh- 
bouring, crowns in trembling cxpedlations, towards 
what point the (lonn would burft ; the fmall politiciana 
every where forming profound conje^ures. Some be- 
Cev&iy he had laid a fcheme for univerfal monarchy ; 
Others, after much iniight, determined the matter to be 
a projed for pulling down the Pope^ and fetting up the 
i?^r0f^^religion> which had once been his own. Some 
^ain, of a deeper fagacity,. fent htm into Afia, to fub- 
due the Turk, and recover Paleftine. In the midft 
of all.thefe projefts and. preparations, a certain flat e-Jur^ 

Erf, gathering the nature of the diftafe by thefe 
ptoms^ attempted the cure ; at one blow performed 
operation, broke the bag, and out ffew the vapours 
Kor did any thing want to render it a complete remedy, 
only that the prince unfortunately happened to dit in 
the performance. Now, is the reader exceeding curious 
10 loam, from whence this vapour took its rife, which 
• This was Harry the Great of France. 
t Kavillac, who (tabbed Henry the Great in bis coach. 
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had fo long fet the nations at a gaze ! what fecret wh< 
Vfhat hidden fpring could put into motion fo wondci 
an engine ? It was afterwards difcovered, that the mo 
ment of this whole machine had been directed by 
abfcnt femtUy whofe eyes had raifed a protuberan 
snd, before emiflion, (he was removed into an enem 
couitry. What fhould an unhappy prince do in fi 
tkklifh circumfbnces as thcfe > He tried, in vain, 
poet's never-failing receipt oi corpora quaque : for, 

Idque petit corpus mens^ unde eft faiicia amore ; 
Undeferitury eo tendit, geftitque coire* Lacr, 

Having to no pilrpofe ufcd all peaceable endeavoi 
the collcijled part of the femen^ raifed and inflamed, 
came adiift, converted to choler, turned head upon 
fpinal du6l, and afcended to the braip. The very fa 
principle that influences a bully to break the windows 
a whore who has jilted him, naturally (lirs up a gi 
prince to raife mighty armies, and dream of nothing 
fieges, battles, and vidorles. 

' Cttftnus teterrimi belli 



Caufa • 



Tlie other infl:ance is, what I have read fox 
where in a very ancient author of a mighty king *, w 
fcr the fpace of above thirty years, amufed himfelJF 
take and lofe towns ; beat armies, and be beat( 
drive princes out of thtir dominions ; fright child 
from their bread and butter ; bum, lay wafte, plrnw 
dragoon, mafTacre fubjeft and ftranger, friend and 1 
male and female. It is recorded, that the philofopl 
of each country were in grave difpute upon caufes ni 
ral, moral, and political, to find out where they (he 
aflfign an original folution of this phenomenon. At 
the vapour or fp'irtt which animated the hero's br 
being in perpetual circulation, feized npon that reg 
of the human body, fo renowned for furnifliing the zii 
§ccidentalis f , and gathering there into a tumour, left 



• This is meant of the prcfcnt Frtrtch King, Lewis XIV. 
f Parncelfui^ who was fo famous for chymiftry, tried an C3 
simcnt upon human excrement, to make a perfume of it; v) 
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*cft of the world for that time in peace. Of fuch mighty 
confcquence it is, where thofe exhalations H^;. ; and of fo 
little, from whence they proceed. The fame fpirits, 
U'hich, in their fuperior progrefs, would conquer a king- 
doin> dcfccnding upon the anusy conclude in a fijiu/a. 

Let us next examine the great introducers of new 
fchemes in philofophy, and fearch till we can find froiw 
what faculty of the foul the difpofition arifes in mortal 
man, of taking it into his hfad to advance new fyUems, 
with fuch an eager zeal, in things agreed on all hands 
impodible to be known ; from what feeds this difpofi- 
tion (prings, and to what quality of human. nnture thefe 
grand innovators have been indebted for their number of 
difcipica : bccaafe it is plain, that fevernl of the chief 
among them, both ancient and mo(/ertt, were ufually raif» 
taken by their aJverfories, and indeed by all, except 
their own followers, to have been pcrfons crazed, or 
out of their wits ; having generally proceeded, in the 
coimnon courfeof their words and atStions, by a method 
very dt^Terent from the vulgar didlaies of unrefined rea- 
fon ; agreeing, for the moU part, in their feveral models, 
with their prefent undoubted fucceffors in the academy of 
modern bedlam ; (whofe merits and principles I (hall far- 
ther examine in due place). Of this kind were Epicu- 
rus, Diogenes, Apollonius, Lucretius, Faraceifus, Des 
Canes, and others ; who, if they were now in the 
vorldy tied fad, and feparate from their followers, 
would, in this our undi(lingui(hing age, incur manifefl 
danger of phUbotomyy and whips, and chainsy and dark 
chambers^ and flraw. For what man, in the natural 
ftate or courie of thinking, did ever conceive it in his 
power to reduce the notions of all mankind exadly to the 
&me length, and breadth, and height of his own ? Yet 
this is the firft humble and civil defign of all innovators 
10 the empire of reafbn. Epicurus modeitly hoped, that, 
' one time or other, a certain fortuitous concourfe of all 
mens opinions, after perpetual jufllings, the (harp with the 
finootb, the light and the heavy, the round and the 
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when he had brought to perfeflion, he called ziheta occidentaltSf 
m weji em civet, the back parts of man (according to his divifion 
Ocfltioned by the author, ^. 100.} being the well 
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fqaare, Tvould, by certain clifiamina, nnite in the notions 
of' atoms and voiii, as thefe did in the originals of all 
things. Cartefius reckoned to fee, before he died, the 
fentiments of all philofophers, like Co many leller (burs 
in his romantic fyikcmy wrapped and drawn within bit 
own vortex. Kow, I would gladly be informed , how 
it is pofTiblc to account for fuch imaginations as thefe in 
particular men, without rccourfe to mv phauomenon of 
vapours, afcending from the lower faculties to overfha- 
dow the brain^ and there diftilling into conceptions, for 
which the narrownefs of our mother-tongue has not yet 
afTigned any other name b^dcs that of madnefs, or 
phrenzy. Let us therefore now conje^ure, how it 
<:omes to pafs, that none of thefe great prefcribers do 
ever fail providing themfelvcs and their notions with a 
number of implicit difciples. And, I think, the rca- 
fon is eafy to be affigned : for there is a peculiar ftrin^ 
in the harmony of human underflanding, whidi, in fe- 
veral individuals, is exadlly of the fame tuning. This if 
you can dcxtroufly fcrew up to its right key, and then 
llrike gently upon it ; whenever you have the gol6dfo^ 
tune to light among thofe of the fame pitch, they will, 
by a fecret ncceffary fympathy, flrike exa«5Uy at the 
fame time. And in this one circumflance lies all th€ 
(kill or luck of the matter : &r if you chance to jar 
the firing among thofe who are either above or below 
your own height ; infbead of fubfcribing to your doc- 
trine, they will tie you fafl, call you mad, and feed 
you with bread and water. It is therefore a point of 
the nicefi condudl, to diflinguifh and adapt this noble ta« 
lent with refpeA to the differences of perfbni and of 
times. Cicero undcrdood this very well, when writing 
to a friend in England, with a caution, among odier 
matters, to beware of being cheated by our hackne}' 
coachmen, (who> it feems, in thofe days, were as arrant 
rafcals as they are now), has thefe remarkable words : 
Eft quod gaudeas te in if\a loca venijfe, uhi cliquidfapere v'f 
d^rere*. For, to fpeak a bold truth, it is a fatal mif- 
carriage, fo ill to order affairs, as to pafs for a fool in one 
company, when in another you might be treated ai t 

* Epift. ad Fam. Trcbatioh 

philofopber* 
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f^ulofopher. Which 1 AQ^ittfome certain gentlemen of my 
acquaintance to lay up in their hearts as a very feafon- 
abie innuendo. 

This, indeed, was the fatal mi flake of that worthy 
gentleman, my nioft ingenious friend, Mr. Wotton ; a 
pcrfon, in appearance, ordained for great dcfi^^ns, as 
well as performances. Whether you will confidcr his;;5- 
tiofts or his looks^ furely no man ever advanced into the 
public with fitter qualifications of body and mind, for 
the propagation of a new religion. Oh, had thole 
happy talents, mifapplied to vain philofophy, been turn- • 
ed into their proper channels of dreams and viftons^ where 
diflortion of mind and -countenance are of fuch fovereign 
ofe ; the bafe detradling world would not tlien have 
dared to report, that fomething is amif^, that his brain 
hath undergone a« unlucky fhake ; which even his bro- 
ther modernifls themfelves, like ungrates, do whifper fo 
loud, that it reaches up to the very garret I am nov/ 
writing in. 

Lafily, Whofoever pleafes to look into tbe fountains of 
enthujiajmj from whence, in all ages, have eternally pro- 
ceeded fuch fattening ftreams, will find the fpring head 
to have been as troubled and t7iuddy as the current. Of 
fuch great emolument is a tin«5lure of this vapour^ which 
the world co\\s madne/s, that, without its help, the world 
would not only be deprived of thofe two great blef- 
fmgs, conqiteftszndjyllemsy but even all mankind would 
unhappily be reduced to tlw fame belief in things invi- 
Cblc, Now, the former pojlulattim being IkIJ, that it 
IS of no import from what originals this vapour proceeds, 
bat either in what angles it ilrikcs, and fpreads over the 
undcrftandiDg, or upon what fpecies of brain itafcends; 
kwill be a very delicate point, to cut the feather, and 
divide the feveral rcafons to a nice and curious reader, 
bow this numerical diHerence in the brain can produce 
cfieAs of fo vaft a difference from the fame vapour ^ as to 
be the folc point of individuation between Aie:<ander the 
Great ^ Jack ofLeyd^n^ and Monfieur des Caries. The 
prefent argument is the mod abdraiJled that ever I en- 
gaged in ; it (trains my faculties to thair highcft ftretch ; 
tnd I defire the reader to attend with utmoft perpenli- 
ly ; for I now proceed to unravel this knotty point. 
I Vol. I. Yk Tliw 
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There is in mankind a certain f # * * 

Nic multa **##*#*** 

deftderantnr. ##******** 
* * * * And this 1 take to be a clear folut'u 
of the matter. 

Having therefore fo narrowly paded through this i 
tricate difficulty, the reader will, I am fure, agree wi 
me in the concluiion, that if the moderns mean by rju. 
r.efs only a didurbance or tranfpofition of the brain, I 
force of certain vapours iduing up from the lower faa 
ties, then has this madnefs been the parent of all tho 
mighty revelations that have happened in empire^ 
fhtlof-jphy^ and in religion. For the brain, in its nat 
ral poiition and ftate of ferenity^ difpoieth its owner 
pafs his life in the common forms, without any though 
offubduing multitudes to his own poiuer^ his reafonsy i 
his vifions : and the more he (hapes his underftanding \ 
the pattern of human learning, the lefs he is Inclined 
form parties after his particular notions ; becaufe th 
inftru^Sls him in his private infirmities, as well as in tl 
ftubborn ignorance of the people. But when a mar 
fancy gets ajiride on his reafon ; when imagination is 
cuffs with the fenfes ; and common undcrilanding, ; 
well as common fenfe, is kicked out of doors ; the fii 
profelyte he makes, is himfelf ; and when that is on 
compalTed, the difficulty is not fo great in bringing ov 
.others ; a flrong dcludon always operating from wit 
out, as vigoroufly as from within. For cant and viO< 
are to the ear and the eye the fame that tickling is 
the touch. Thofe entertainments and pieafures ^ 
moll value in life, are fuch as dupe and phy the wj 
with the fenfes. For if we take an examination 
what is generally underftood by happinefsy as it has r 
fpeft either to the underftanding or the fenfes, we fhi 
find all its properties and adjunds will herd under tfa 
/hort definition. That it is a perpetU4il pojfej/ion of b 

f Here is anothcj^defeft in the manufcript j but I think ti 
author did wifely, and that the matter, which thus (Iraiocd I 
faculties, was not worth a foluiion ; and it were well if all m 
laphyfical cobweb problems were no otherwifc anfwcicd. 

/f 
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ing 'cjsll deceived. And firft, with relation to the mind 
or underftanding, it is manifeft, what mighty advanta- 
ges fi.'lion has over truth : and the rcafon is ju(l at our 
elbow ; becaufe imagination can build nobler fcenes, and 
produce more wonderful revolutions, than fortune or 
oature will be at expence to furnifli. Nor is man- 
kind ^o much to blame in his choice thus determining 
him, if we confider tiiat the debate merely lies between 
things paft, and things conceive. i. And fo the qucftion is 
only this : Whether thing§ that have place in the itna- 
gination, may not as properly be faid to ex: fly as thole- 
ilut are feated in the memory ? Which may be jufUy held 
in the affirmative : and very much to the advantage of 
the former ; (ince this is acknowledged to be the -iDGmb 
of things, and the other allowed to be no more than 
the grave. Again, if we take this definition of happi- 
neft, and examine it with reference to the fenfes, it will 
be acknowledged wonderfully adapt. How fading and 
inCpid do aU objeds accoft us that are not conveyed izt 
the vehicle of ^(f/^(90 / How (brunk is every thing, as 
it appears in the glafs of nature ! So that if it were not 
ibr the afliftance of artificial mediums^ falle lights, re* 
framed angles, varnifh and tinfel, there would be a 
mighty level in the felicity and enjoyments of mortal 
Ben. If this were ferioufly coniidercd by the world, 
ai I have a certain reafbn to fufpe^ it hardly will, men 
would no longer reckon among their high points of 
vifiloin, the art of expofing weak fides, and publithing 
iofirmitiet : An employment, in my opinion, neither 
better nor worle than that o^unmajking ; which, I think, 
has never been allowed ^ir ufage, either in the vjorld^ 
or the playhoufc. 

In the proportion that credulity is a more peaceful 
pofleflion of the mind, than curiofity, fo far preferable 
b that wiidom which converfes about the fnrface, tO: 
to pretended philofophy which enters into the depth 
of tilings, and then comes gravely back with informa- 
tions and difcoveiics, that in the infide they are good 
fcr nothing. The two fenfes to which all objects firil: 
•ddrefs themfelves, are the fight and the touch. Thefe 
aiBver examine farther than the colour, the (hape, the 
itt, and ivhatever other qualities dwell, or are drawn 



and that in moft corporeal beings which hav 
under my cognifance, the outjide hath been u 
preferable to the in. Whereof 1 have been farth 
vinced from fomc late experiments. Laft wee 
m 'womzTi flayed f and you m\\ hardly believe ho^ 
it altered her perfon for the worfe. Yellerday 
ed thecarcafe of a beau to be dripped in my pi 
ivhcn we were all amazed to find fo many unf 
faults under one fuit of cloaths. Then I laid c 
brainy his hearty and his Jfleen. But I plainly p 
at every operation, that the farther we pn 
we found the defers Increafe upon us in num 
bulk. From- all which I judly formed this 
iion to myfelf, That whatever philofbpher < 
jetftor can find out an, art to folder and patch 
£aws and imperfe^ions of nature^ will defers 
better of mankind^ and teach us a more ufeful 
than that fo much in prefent efleein, of widen) 
expoiuig them, like him who held anatomy to 
ultimate end of phyfick. And he whofe fortu 
difpofitions have placed him in a convenient flatic 
joy the fruits of this noble art ; he that can, wi 
curus, content his ideas with the films and imag 
fly off upon his fenfes from xht fupcrficies of thing 
a man, truly wife, creams off nature, leaving t 
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, as fome kinds of phrenzy give double ftrength to 
(inews, fo there are of other fpeciesj which add vi- 
V and life, and fpirit to the brain. Now, it ufually- 
>ens, that thefe adtive fpirits, getting pofleiEon of the 
1, refemble thofe that haunt other wafte and empty 
lings, which, for want of bufinefs, either vani(h, 
carry away a piece of the houfe, or elfe ftay at home,., 
fling it all but of the windows^ By which are my- 
ily difplaycd the two principal branches of madnefs i 
which fome philofophers, not confidering fo well as 
ivc millaken to be different in their caufes ; over- - 
\y affigning the firft to deficiency, and the other to*' 
adance. 

think it therefore manifed, from what I have here«' 
need; that the main point of floli and addrefs is, to ' 
(h employment for this redundancy of vajioufy and- 
ently to ndjufl: the feafon of it; by wliich means it^ 
certainly become of cardinal and catholic emolu-- 
: in a commonwealth. Thus one man, choofing a» 
er jundure, leaps into a gulf, from thence proceeds 
"o, and is called the faver of his country : another 
eves the fame enterprize ; but, unluckily timing ity,> 
left the brand of madnefs fixed as a reproach upon- 
lemory. Upon fo nice a^iHin^ion are wa taught ta > 
It tlie name of^ Curtlus with reverence and iove ; - 
of Empedocles^ wi^b hatred and contempt. Thus al- . 
is ufually conceived, that the elder Brutus only per- 
ted the fi^l and^ madman for the good of the public. 
his wa«- nothing clfe than a redundancy of the fame 
tr long^ mifapplied, called by the Latins, ingenium 
'^g^fiis * V or, to trandate it as nearly as I can, a 
oi*p//renzy, never in its right clement, till you take 
in the bufinefs^of the flate. 

x)n all which,- and many other reafons of equal 
In, though not equally curious, I do here gladly 
ace an opportunity I have long fought for^ of re- 
nending it as a very noble undertaking to Sir Ed- 
Seymour, Sir Chriftopher Mufgravc, Sir John 
Is, John Plow, Efq; and other patriots concerned, 
they would move for leave to brixig in a bill for 

Tacit. 

K 3 appomim^ 
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appointing commiflioners to infped into Bedlam^ a 
pins adjacent ; who fiiall be impowcred to find fi 
jonSf papers', and records ; to examine into the meri 
qualifications of every ftudent and profelFor ; to o 
with utmod exa^ncfsy their fcveral difpofttions ai 
haviour ; by which means, duly diflinguiHiing and i 
ing their talents, they might produce admirable i 
ments for the feveral offices in a ftate, •]•*'** ^ 
and military ; proceeding in fuch methods as I (hal 
luimbly propofe. And 1 hope the gentle reader wi 
fome allowance to my great folicitudes in this imp 
affair, upon account of the high efleem I have borr 
honourable fociety, whereof I had fome time the 1 
nefs to be an unworthy member. 

Is any fludent tearing his draw in piece-meal, i 
ing and blafphemtng, biting his grate, foaming ! 
shoutb^ and emptying his pifs-pot in the fpe^ftators 1 
let the Right Worfhipful the Commifioners of Infi 
give him a regiment of dragoons, and fend hir 
Inlanders among the reji. Is another eternally ta 
fputtering, gaping, bawling, in a found without ] 
or article ? what wonderful talents are here mi{lai< 
btm be furuifhed immediately with a green bag ai 
pcrs, and three pence * in his pocket, and away wii 
to Weftmin(ier-hall. You will find a third graveli 
ing the diinenfions of his kehnel ; a perfon of foi 
and inCght, though kept quite in the dark ; for 
like Mofes, ecce cornuta erat ejus fades :}: . He 
duly in one pace ; intreats your penny with due g 
and ceremony ; talks much of bard times, and 
and the whore of Babylon ; bars up the wooden wi 
of his cell conftantly at eight o'clock ; dreams o 
KC\di Jhop'liflers^ and court-^uftomerSy^tLXid privileged ^ 
l^ow, what a figuie would all thefe acquirements ai 
to, if tlie owner were fent into the city among K 
thrcn I Behold a fourth^ in much and deep convei 

f V.ccUfi(ifl'ical Hawkcf. 

• A lawyer's coach hire, "when four together, from 
the inns of court to Wcftminflcr. 

% Cvmutui is citl.cr horned or Ihining; and by this tens 
is dcl'vribcd in ihc vulgar Luliu gf the Bible. 
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with himfelf ; biting his thumbs at proper juntflnrcs ; 
his countenance checkered with bufinefs and defign ; 
fometimes walking very fad, with his eyes nailed to a pa- 
per that he holds in his hands ; a great faver of time ; 
ibmewhat thick of hearing ; very fliort of fight, but 
more of memory ; a man ever in hafte ; a great hatcher 
and breeder of bufinefs, and excellent at the famous art 
qH wbi/pering nothing; a huge idolater of monofyllablea 
and procraftination ; fo ready to give his word to every 
body, chat he never keeps it; one that has forgot the 
common meaning of words, but an admirable retainer 
•f the found ; extremely fubjecft to the ioofenefsj for his 
occafhns arc perpetually calling him away. If you ap» 
proach his grate in his familiar intervals. Sir, fays he, 
ghe me a penny and Pli fing you a fong : but give me tha 
penny firft. (Hence comes the common faying, and 
commoner pra^icc, of parting with money for a fing,") 
What a complete fyftem ot court-skill is here defcri'bed 
in every branch of it, and ail utterly lo(l with wrong 
application *. Accoft the hole of another kennel, (fir£t 
flopping your nofe,) you will behold a furly, gloomy, 
Baltyy flovenly mortal, raking in his own dung, and 
dibbling in his urine. The bed part of his diet is the 
Rverfion of his own ordure; which, expiring Inta 
flouns, whirls perpetually about, and at lait reinfunds. 
His complexion is of a dirty yellow, with a thin feat- 
lercd beard, exaiSlly agreeable to that of his diet upon 
its firft declination ; like other infe(5ls, who having their 
birth and education in an excrement, from tlience bor- 
r their colour and their fmell. The lludent of this 
apartment is very fparing of his words, but fomewhat 
orer^ltberal of his breath ; he holJs his hand out ready 
10 receive your penny, and immediately upon receipt, 
viihdraws to his former occupations. Now, is it not 
amazing, to think, the (bciety of Warwick-lane fhould 
kive no more concern for the recovery of fo ufeful a 
nembcr, who, if one may judge from thefe appear- 
iDces, would become the greatcfl ornament to that il- 
kftrions body I- Another (ludent ftruts up fiercely to 
Tonr teeth, puffing with his lips, half fqueezing out hi^ 
tjei, and very gracioufly holds you out his hand 10 kifs. 
Tbe keeper dcfircs you not tg be afraid of this profcifor, 
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for he will do you no hurt. To him afone is . 
the liberty of the ami- chamber ; and the orator 
place gives you to underdand, that this folemn pi 
a tailor y run mad with pride. This confiderable 
is adorned with many other qualities, upon whicli 
fent 1 (hall not farther enlarge.— /^^/i /;; your c 
I am ftrangely miflaken, if all his addrefs, his n 
and his airs, would not then be very natural, 
their proper element. 

I (hall not defcend {<> roinutelyi. as to inM up 
vftft number of beauxy fidlersy poets, and pDliticia, 
tbe world might recover by Tuch a rcformatioi 
what is more material, beudes the clear gaia re 
ing to the commonwealth*, by fo large an acquif 
perfons to employ, wbofc talents and acquirem 
I. may be fo bold to afirm it, ace now buried 
lead mifapplied ; it would be a mighty advant: 
cruing to the public from this inquiry;^, that a 
would very much excel, and arrive at great pci 
in their feverabkinds ; which, I think, is manife 
what I have already (hewn, and (hall inforce I 
one plain inftance. That even I myfelf, the aul 
thefe momentous truths^ am- a perfon, whofc ir 
tions are hard-mouthed, and exceedingly difpofed 
away with his reafon, which I have obfervcd, fro 
experience, to bfe a very light rider, and eafily 
off: upon which account, my friends will neve 
me alone, without a fol^nn promife to vent my 
lations in this or the like manner, for the univei 
nefit of human, kind ; which perhaps the gentle, 
teous, and candid reader, brimful of that modern 
and tcndernefs ufually annexed to his office^ mil I 
hardly perfuaded to believe. 

* I cannot coDJeftare what the author means here, 
this chafm could bc.fillcd, though it is capable qi more t! 
ifitcrprctatioD- 
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SECT. X. 

A further dtgrefion * . 

IT is an unanfwerable argument of a very refined age^ 
the wonderful civilities that have pafTed of late years 
hctween the nation o{ authors y and that of readers. There 
can hardly pop out a/>/tfy, 2i pamphlet ^ or a poem, with- 
out a preface full of acknowledgment to the world, for the 
general reception and applaufe they have given it j which 
the Lord knows where^ or when, or how, or from whom 
it received f . In due deference to fo laudable a cuftom, 
I do here return my humble thanks to his Majefly^ and 
both houfes of parliament: to the Lords of the King*ii 
Moft Honourable Privy Council ; to the Reverend the 
judges ; to the clergy ^ and gentry y and yeomanry of this 
\ land; bat^ in a more efpeciai manner, to my worthy 
\ brethren and friends at Willis coffee-houfey and Grejham* 
e^lege, and Warwick-fane^y and Moor-fietdsy and Scotland" 
yard, and JVeftminflerrhally and Guild-hall; in fhort, to- 
all inhabitants and retainers whatfoever, either in courf^ 
or chnrchy or camp, or city, or country,^ for their gene- 
rous and univerial acceptance of this divine treatife. I ac- 
cqjt their approbation and good opinion with extreme 
gntitnde ; and, to the utmofl of my poor capacity, (hall 
tike bold of all opportunities to return the obligation. 

I am alfo happy, that fate has flung me into fo blelT-' 
ed an age, for the mutuar- felicity of bookfellers and aa* 
thors^ whom I may fafely affirm to be at this day the 
two only fatisfied parties in England. Afk an author, 
how his laft piece has fucceeded : JVhyy truly, he thanks 
fc Jlarj, the world has been very favourable^ and he har 
mi the leaft reafon to complain. And yet, by G — , he writ it 
h a week at bits and ft arts, wl)en he could fteal an hour- 

* This fe£lion has in former editions been intituled, A Tale 

ffuTub; but the tale not being continued till fcdion it. and 

^is being only a further digrelliun, do apology can be thought 

' Mceflary for making the title corrcfpond with the contents. 

. Vawkef, 

t This is literally true, as we may obfervc in the prefaces to 
■^■Bil plays, poems, &c, 

fv9tx 



from his u^-gent (if airs ; as it is a hundred to on< 
may fee farther in the preface, to which he refer 
and for the reft, to the bookfeller. There you [ 
cuftomer, and make the fame quellion : He ble 
Ctjdj the thing takes wonderfully ; he is juft print 
fecond edition^ and has but three lejt in his Jhop. Y 
down the price : Sir^ we (hall not differ ; and, in 
of your cuftom another time, lets you have it as rea 
as you pleafe ; and, pray fend as many of your acqua 
as you willy I fiall upon your account furnijh them 
the fame rate. 

Now, it is not well enough conCdered, to wl 
cidents and occafions the world is indebted for th( 
eft part of thofe noble writings which hourly ( 
to entertain it. If it were not for a rainy day^ a < 
mgil, a fit of thefpleen^ a courfe ofphyficy a. fleej 
day, an ill run at dice^ a long tailor's hill, a beggar*. 
a faClious hea'ly a hot fun^ coftive diet, want of 
mid a ju/h contempt of learning r but for thefe cv 
fay, and fome others, too long to recite, (efpec 
piident neglefl of taking brimftone inwardly S) I dbu 
number of authors, and o£ writings, would dwii 
way to a degree moft woful to behold. To confii 
opinion, bear the words of the famous Troglod^f 
£[>fopher. // is certain,, faid he, fame grains of f 
of courje annexed as part of the compofition of hun 
tare; only the choice is left us, whether we plea/e i 
them inlaid or imbofled ; and we need not go very 
feek how that is ufually determined, when we remem 
is with human faculties as with liquors, the lightt 
he ever at the top* 

There is in this famous ifland of Britain, a 
paultry fcrihler, very voluminous, vjrhofe charad 
reader cannoi wholly be a (tranger to. He deal 
pernicious kind of writings, c3i\\cdL fecond parts ^ ai 
ally pafTes under the name of the author of the fi 
eafily forefee, that as foon as I lay down my pei 
nimble operator will have (lolen it, and treat me 
humanely as he hath already done Dr. Blackmore 
ftrange, and many others, who (hall here be nai 
X thexelbce % for jufiic^ and relief, into the hands i 
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great redifier of fuddles *, and lover of mankind. Dr. Bent- 
ley, begging he will take this enormous grievance into 
his molt modern confideration : and if it Ihould fo hap- 
pen, that ihc furniture of an afs, in the Ihape 6( 2ifecond 
party muft for my fms be clapped by a milbke upon my 
back ; that he will immediately pleafe, in the prefence 
of the world, to Kghten me of the burden, and take 
it home to his own houfc, till the true beaft thinks fit to 
call for 'm. 

In the mean time, I do here give this publick notice, 
that my refolutions arc to circumfcribe within this dif- 
courfe the whole flock of matter I have been fo many 
years providing. Since my vein is once opened, I am 
content to exhaud it all at a running, for the peculiar 
advantage of my dear country, and for the univcrfal 
benefit of mankind. Therefore hofpitably confidering 
the number of my guefts, they fhall have my whole en- 
tertainment at a meal ; and I (corn to fet up the lea* 
Things in the cupboard. What the guefls cannot eat, 
may be given to the poor ; and the dogs under the table 
may gnaw the bones f. This I underftand for a more ge- 
nerous proceeding, than to turn the company's ftomach, 
by inviting them again to-morrow to a fcurvy meal of 
fcraps. 

If the reader fairly confiders the ftrength of what I 
have advanced in the foregoing fedion, I am convinced 
it will produce a wonderful revolution in his notions 
and opinions ; and h^ will be abundantly better prepa- 
red to receive and to relifh the concluding part of this 
miraculous treatife. Readers may be divided into three 
claHes ; the fuperficial^ the ignorant ^ and the learned : 
and I have with much felicity fitted my pen to the ge- 
nius and advantage of each. Thefiperftcialrcsiderv/Ul 
be ftrangely provoked to laughter ; which clears the 
brealt and the kngs, is fovereign againft the fpleen, and 
the moft innocent of all diuretics. The ignorant reader, 
between whom and the former the diftindlion is ex- 
tremely nice, will find himfelf difpofed to ftare ; which 

* Alluding to the trite phrafc, Place thefaddk on the right horfe, 
Brwkef. 

• f By dogs the author means common injudicious critics, as he 
•teplaias it himfelf before, in his digrejfm upon critics^ p. 6^. 
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is an admirable remedy for ill eyes, fervcs to raife anc 
enliven the fplrits, and wonderfully helps perfpiration 
But the reader truly I earned y chiefly for whofe benefit ] 
wake when others deep, and fleep when others wake 
will here find fuflficient matter to employ his fpccula 
tions for the rdl of his life. It were much to be wiflh 
ed, and I do here humbly propofe for an. experiment 
that every prince in Cbriflendom will take fcven of th< 
deepeft Jcholars in his dominions, and fhut theiuup cloli 
{ox f even years, in feven chambers, with a command tc 
vrrte feven ample commentaries on this comprehenfivi 
difcourfe. I (hall venture to alHrm, that whatever dif 
ference may be found in their feveral conjeftures, tlicj 
will be all, without the lead difiortion, manifeflJy de 
ducible from the text. Mean time, it is my earnell re- 
queft, that fo ufeful an undertaking may be entered up- 
on, if their "Majeflies pleafe, with all convenient ipeed ; 
becaufe I have a ftrong inclination, before I leave th< 
world, to tafte a blefling, which we myfterious wriieri 
can fcldom reach, till we have gotten into our graves 
whether it is, that Fame, being ^ fruit grafFed on tb< 
body, can hardly grow, and much lefs jripen, till th( 
flock is in the earth ; or whether (he be a bird of prey 
and is lured among the reft to purfue after the fcent on 
carcafe ; or whether (he conceives her trumpet founds 
beft and farthefl-, when (he (lands on a tomby by th< 
advantage of a rifing ground, and the echo of a holloa 
vault. 

It is true, indeed, the republic of dark authors, aftei 
they once found out this excellent expedient of dying 
have been peculiarly happy in the variety, as wtll ai 
extent of their reputation. For, Night being the unl 
verfal mother of things, wife philofophers hold all wri- 
tings to he fruitful in the proportion they are dark ; aw 
therefore the true illuminated * (that is to fay, the dark 
eft of all) have met with fuch numberlefs commenti 

* A name of the Rojycrucians. Thcfc were Fanatic alchy 

mifts, who, in fearch after the great fecrct, had invented a rocaoi 
altogether proportioned to their end. It was a kind of theola 
gical philolophy, made up of almoft equal mixtures of Pagai 
platonifm, Chriltian Quietifm, and the Jcwiih Cabala. Jfarhr 
ton on the Rape of the Loci. 

ton 
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tors, whofc fcholaftic midwifery hath dcllverec! them oi 
meanings that the authors thcmfelvcs perhap's never con- 
ceived, and yet may very juftly be allowed the lawful 
parents of them ; the words of fuch writers being like 
feed, which, however fcattered at random, when they 
iight upon a fruitful ground, wiH multiply far beyond 
either the hopes or imagination of the fower*. 

And therefore, in order to promote fo ufeful a work, 
1 will here take leave to glance a few innue»do*Sy that 
may be of great afliftance . to tho& fublime fpirits, 
who (hall be appointed to labour in a univerfal com- 
ment upon this wonderful difcourfe. And, firft, I have 
couched a very profound myftery, in the number of O's 
multiplied by /even^ and divided by nine f. Alfo, ifji 
devout brother of the Rq/y Crofs will pray fervently for 
fixty-three mornings, with a lively faith, and theji 
tranfpofe certain letters and fyllables according to pre- 
Jcription, in the fecond and fifth fedlion ; they will cer- 
tainly reveal into a full receipt of the opus magmem. 
Laftly, whoever will be at the pains to calculate the 
vhole number of each letter in this trcatife, and fum up 
the difference exadly between the feveral numbers, al- 
figning the true natural caufe for every fuch difference ; 
the difcoveries in the prodnft will plentifully reward his 
labour. But then he muft beware of by thus and fige {, 
and be fure not to forget the qualities of achamoth ; a 
.cujus lacrymls humEia fr^dit fubjlantia^ ar'tfu lucida^ a 

* Nothing ismor€ frequent, than for commentators lo force 
intcrprctaiiotis which the author never meant. 

f This is what the CabaVtjh among the Jews have done with 
the BihUy and pretend to fioJ wonderful myftcries by it. 

\ -I was told by an eminent divine, whom I confulicd on thw 
point, that thcfc two barbarous words, with that o'i aebamoth^ 
and its qualities, as here fet down, arc quoted from Intitus. 
"This he difcovcrcd by fearching that ancient writer for another 
quotation of our author; which he has placed in the title-paiic, 
and refers to the book and chapter. The curious were very in- 
quifitive, whether thofc barbarous words, hufsnia cacahafa, 6-r. 
Ire really in Irenxus : and upon cnqjjiry, it was found they were 
a fort of cant or jargon of certain heroics, and therefore very 
properly prefixed to fuch a book as this of our auihor. 

Vol. I L tr:/]!::a 
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friftitta /o7i:/a, is a timore mohilis; wherein Eugcnius Pbi- 
ialethcs * hath committed an unpardonable miilake. 



SECT. XI. 
A TALE OF A TU3. 

AFtcr fo wide a compafs as I have wandered, I 
do now gladly overtake, and ciofe in with my 

Tubjedt; and (hall henceforth hold on with it an evca 
pace to the end of my journey, except fome beautifd 
profpedt appears within f^ht of my way : whereof 
though at prefent I have neither warning nor expedi- 
tion , yet upon fuch an accident, come when it will, I 
(hall beg my reader's favour and company, aHowing me 
to condu^ him through at along with my(elf. For in 
'•iVritingy it is as in travelling ; if a man is in hade to be 
at home, (which I acknowledge to be none of my cafe, 
having never io little budnefs as when I am there), if 
his horfd be tired with long riding and itl ways, or be 
naturally a jade, I advlfe him clearly to make the (Irait- 
«ft and the commoned road, be it ever fb dirty. Bat 
then, furcly, we muft own fuch a man to be a fcurvy 
companion at beft : he /patters himfelf and his fellow-tra- 
vellers at every (lep ; all. their thoughts, and wifljes, and 
converfalion, turn entirely upon the fubjedt of their jowr- 
rcy's end ; and at every fplafh, and plunge, and (lumble, 
they heartily wi(h one another at the devil. 

On the other tide, when a traveller and his horfe are 
in heart and plight ; when his purfe is full, and the day 

;i)cfore him; he takes the road only' where it is dauD 

■* Vid. Anima magica abfcondita. 

To the above mentioned treaiifc, called j4nthropofofhia Tht$m»- 
£ica, there is another annexed, called j4ttima magtca ahjcoftditt, 
•written by tlic fame author, Vuu^hiin, under the name of JEiy*- 
tilus Pbilalcthei ; but in neither of thofe tFeatifes is there any mcu- 
.tion ofacbemotby or its qualities : -Co that this is nothing but *• 
.mufcment, and a ridicule of dark, unintelligible writers ; only 
the words, a cujus lacrymiSy &c. are, as we havefaid, tranfcribcd 
;from IrcnxuSy though I know n<*i from what part. I believe one 
of the author's dcfigns was, to fct curious men a hunting through 
;iAdex;cs, and cnt]uiring for books out of the common road. 

and 
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and convenient ; entertains his company there as agree* 
ably as he can : but, upon the (irfl occafion^ carries then 
abng with him to every ckligblful fccnc in view, whe- 
ther of art, of nature, or of both ; and if they chance to 
rctufe, out of (bpidity or wcarincfs, let them jog on by 
themfelves and be d — n'd : he'll overtake them at the 
next town ; at which arriving, he'-rides furioufly through ; 
the men, women, and children run out to gaze ; a hun- 
dred noify curs * run barking after him ; of which if he 
honours the boldcft with a h:Jh of his whip^ it is rather 
out of fport than revenge : but (liould Conis /or: nT mon- 
gril daie too near an approach, he receives a Ja!uu oa 
Uic chaps by an accidental ftrokc from the courfcr's 
heels, (nor is any ground lofl by the blow), which fends 
bim yelping and limping home, 

1 now proceed to fum up the (Tnp.ular adventures of 
my renowned Jack ; the (late of v»'ho(c difpofitions and 
fortunes the careful reader docs, no doubt, moll cxa<PJy 
Bcinembery as I la(l parted with them in the conclufiou 
of a former fe^ion. Therefore his next caie muft be, 
fioDin two of. tlie^ foregoing,, to extra(5ta fchcme of notions 
; ^ nUy beft fit bis underflanding for a true rclini of 
[ 1il^t.is CO cofue;. 

Jack had not only calculated the fird revolution oi 
[ Kb brain (ir prudently, as to give rife to that epidemic 
tfift oi JEoiifts, but fucceediog alfo into a new and 
Iknge variety, of conceptions, the fruitfulnefs of his 

S nation led him into certain notions, which, nl- 
;h in appearance very unaccountable^ were not 
~ without their myfteries and their meanings, nor want<^ 
^ Ibilowers to countenance and improve them. I (hall 
fore be extremely careful and exa^ in recounting 
I material pafTages of this nature, ns I have been able 
tt colled, either .from undoubted tradition, or indcfa- 
iiUe reading ; and (hall defcribe them as graphically 
■itit poflible, and as far as notions of that height and 
^dc can be brought within the compafs of a pen. 
Kiio I at all quedion^ but they will furnifh plenty of 
'matter for fuch, whole converting imaginations 

^ 8y thcfc arc meant wlut the author calls, the true critic f 
L 2 My^^^ 
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difpofe tliem to reduce all things into types ; who can 
mzktJba.^TWSy no thanks to the fun ; and then mould 
them into fubfbnces, no thanks to pbilofophy ; whofe 
peculiar talent lies in fixing tropes and allegories to 
the letter, and refining what is ikerai into figure and 
mydery. 

Jack had provided a fair copy of his father's willy in- 
grofTed in term upon a large (kin of parchment ; and re- 
lolving to adt the part of a mod dutiflil fon, he became . 
the fondeft creature of it imaginable. For althooghy 
as I have often told the reader, it confifled wholly in 
certain plain^ eafy dirc^ons about the management and 
wenring of their coats, with legrxies and penalties in cafe 
of obedience or negleA ; yet he began to entertain ^ 
fancy, that the matter was deeper ^nd darker, and there- 
fore muft needs have a gre^t deal more of myftery at 
ihe bottom. Gentlemen, faid hc^/ will prove this ve» 
ry /kin of parchment to he meaty drink, and cloth ; to be 
the philofopher* s Jlone^ and the univerfal medicint *. Iff 
confe^uence of which raptures^ he refblyed to make nfe 
of it in the mofl neceifary, as welf as the moft praltr? 
eccafions of life. He had a way of workjng it into aaj* 
fhape he pleafed ; fo that it fcrved hiia for a nigfat-c^ 
when he went to bed, and for an nmbrelk in raiay 
weather. He would lap a piece of it about a fore toe %. 
er when he had fits, burn two inches under his nofe $ 
er if any thing lay heavy on hia ftomadi, fcrape off^ 
^rd fwallow as much of the powder as wouM lie os a 
£lver penny: they were all infalllMe leinediek VHAk 
analogy to thcfe refinements, his cooimon talk and eoai- 
vcrfation ran wholly m the phrafe of his wiU f ; and lifr 
circumfcribed the utmofl of his eloquence within thfl 
compafs^ not daring to let (fip a fyllable urathoat aatho-^ 
fity from thence. Once, at a (Irasge honfe^ he vil> 
fuddenly taken fhort upon an urgent jnn&nre^ whereoii 
it may not be allowed too particularly to dilate,; amC 

. * The author here bfhes tbofe pretenders to purity, wk» 
place fo much merit ia ufing fchptUTe.phnife oa all occanons. 

f Tht Proteftnnt dijfenten u(c feripture-pbrafes in tbeir feriousdi^ 
courfes and compofures. more than the Chtaxb'Of'Emgkmd mum Ao-^ 
cordingly Jack isintroduccd» making his common talk and cem-^; 
verfaiion to run wholly iu the phrafe of bis WILL. V. Wttttm^^ 

hein^i^ 
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Mng not able to call to nundy with that faddennefs the 
oecaSon required, an authentic phrafe for demanding 
the way to the back-^fide ; • he chofe rather, as the moft 
prudent cour&i to incur the penalty in fuch cafes nfualiy 
annexed. Neither ixras it poflibie for the united rheto- - 
ric of mankinrd to prevail with him to make himfelf clean 
•gain ; becaufe, having confulted the will upon this ' 
emergency, he met with a paflage near the bottom (whe- 
ther foifled in by the tranfcriba*, is not known) which * 
famed to forbid it *. 

He made it a part of his religion, never to fay graco 
to his meat f ; nor could all the world perfuade him,- 
ts the common phrafe is, to eat his vidluals like m.Ghri^ 

filMM |. 

He bore a ftrange kind of appetite to fnap^agon j|^ 
and to the livid fnufFs of a burning candk^; which he 
would catch and fwallow with an agility wonderful to ' 
canceive ; and by this procedure maintained a perpetuai' 
fiime in his belly-; which iflbing in a glowing lleam 
fam both hit eyes, as well^a's bis nodrllsyand his month, • 
ande his head appear, in a dark night, like the ikull of 
n afi, wherein a rogulfh boy had convoyed a &rthing ' 
CHidley to the tnror qfhis Majeft/s liege /uije^s. There- - 
ioie he made ufe of no other expedient' to light himfelf * 
htae ; but was wont^tofey, that a wife man was hit^awn 
ItmigrM, 

* X tenoot guels the author's meaning here, which 1 would • 
btf vcTj glad «o know, ^becauie it icems to he of importance. 

Ibid. Imwnii^ the peMolty in fucb cafes ufuallj atittixed, wants 09 

CliplaBatian. He wmi not make bimfilfifeatt, becaujc having cimfult- 

. i^heiMtU^ (i. e. the New Tefiament), he met with a paffjge near 

^ tfclfrr«iv, i. e. in the nth verfe of tlK; kid chaprer of the Revela^ 

tes, •* He which U filthy, let him be filtbj Ail I," -which feemed f 

ftttUt. Whether fg^ed m by the traafcriber, is added ; becaufc 

||« paragraph is waoting in the ^lexandtian MS. the oldeil and 

I Hift authentic copy of the New Tclhunenc. Hawkef: 

f The iloVealy way of rcoeiving thcfacrament among the 
totics. 

\ This it a common phrafe to* exprefir eating cleanly, and i( 
Mut foranioveAivie^ffauiflthat indecent manner among fome 
MDpie:in reeeiviog the iacrament; ^fo in the lines before, which 
tlobe underilood of the difTenters refiifing to kneel at the fa- 
Cnment* 

''I Icaimot well find out the author's meaning here, unlefs it 
kibe kot, imtimcly, blind zeai of eQihufiiiAs. 
i^ JL 3 Ya 
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Pie would fhut his eyes as he waHce'd along the (I 
tnd if he happened to bounce his head againft ; 
or fall into the kennel, as he feldom mrfTed eithei 
one or both, he would tell the gibing apprentice: 
looked on, that he fubmittedy with entire refignai 
%o a,trip^ or a blow offate^ with whom he founds 
experience^ how vain it was either to wreftle or to cu^ 
wh'iever durft undertake to do eitbery would be fur e 
^with a J winging fall y or a bloody nofe. It was 
edf faid he, fome few days before the creation j t/fbt 
mnd this very poft Jhould have a rencounter ; and th 
: JlVature thought ft to fend us both into the world in tt 
ttg^f 4Utd to make us countrymen and fellow-citizens, 
had my eyes been openy it is very likely, the bufinej. 
have been a great deal worfe ; for how many a con^ 
flip h daily got by many with all his fore fight abou 
SefideSy the eyes of the under fianding fee befly when 
ihefenfes are out of the way ; and therefore blind n 
fibferved to tread their fteps with much more cautii 
condu6iy and judgment, than thofe who rely with ti 
confidence upon the virtue of the viftial nerve, wbici 
if t tie accident fltakes out of order, and a drop or a J 
wholly dif concert ; like a lantern among a pack of, 
bullies y when theyfcour the flreets ; expofing its owi 
itfelfy to outward kicks, and buffetSy which both migi 
efcapedy if the vanity of appearing would havefuffered 
ivalk in the dark. But fart her, if we examine the con 
thefe boafted light Sy it will prove yet a great dealwor 
their fortune. // // true^ I have broke my nofe agai 
jpoft, becaufe fortune either forgot y or did n^-^ think it 
fihnt to twitch me by the HboWy and give me notice /. 
it. But let not this encourage either theprejent agt 
fi^rityy to tr/tft their nofes into the keeping of their 
which may prove the fair efi way oflofing them for g{ 
all. For, Oye eyesy. ye blind guides ; miferahle gut 
are ye of our fr at I nofes ; ye, I fay, who f aft en upon t 
precipice in view, and then tow our wretched willing 
after you, to the very brink ofdeflruClion. But, alas 
brink is rotten, our feet flip, and we tumble down prom 
gulfyWithout one hofpitable fhruh in the way to break th, 
fi/alltamljjch not any n<fe of mortal make is equal , excc^ 
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of the giant Laurcalco *, who was lord cfthe Civer bridge. 
Moft proterly therefore^ eyesy and with great juftice^ 
may you ie compared to thofe- fooli/h iightSy which condu^ 
men through dirt and darknefsj till they fall into a deep pitj 
or a noifome hog. 

This I have produced, as a fcantling of Jack's great 
eloquence^ and the force of his reafoning upon fuch ab*- 
ftrufe matters. 

He was, beddes^ a perfon of great dedgn and improve* 
mcnt in affairs of devotion^ having introduced a new deity^ 
who hath fince met with a vaft number of worfhippers; 
by fome called Bahely by others, Chaos ; who had an an- 
cient temple of Gothic flrucflure upon Salifbury-plainy £|. 
moas for its (hrine and celebration by pilgrims. 

When he had fome roguifh trick to play, he would 
down with his knees, up with his eyes, and fall to pray* 
tfs, though tn themidd of the kennel -f . Tlien it was, 
that thofe who underflood his pranks, would be fure ta 
fX far enongh out of his way ; and whenever curiofity 
ittra^ed ftrangers to laugh, or to liQen, he would of a: 
fiidden with one hand out with his gear^ and pifs full in 
tbdr eyes^ and with the other all befpatter them witk 
mad. 

In winter he went alwajrs loo(e and unbuttoned, and 
ibd as thin as poffible, to let in the ambient heat ; and i'n^ 
&miner, lapped himfeif clofe and thick, to keep it out %, 

In all revolutions of government, he would make his 

«xirt for the office of hangman-gcnewal il ; and in the 

I curcife of that dignity, wherein he was very dextrous, 

Wonld make ufe of no other vizor, than a long 

[trV^r**. * 

I He had a tongue fo roufcnlous and fubtil, that he 
could twift U up into his nofe, and deliver a (brange 

. ♦ Vide Don Qtnxctt. 

t The villanics and cruelties, committed by enthufiafts and 
I uatics among us, were all performed under the difjgitife of re- 
I i|jkn and long prayers. 

\ They affeflcd dtficrences .in habit and^bchaviour. 
I They are fevere perfecutors, and all in a form of cant and 
I Motion. 

I ** Cromwell and his confederates went, as they called it, /» 
|]MM, when they refolvcd to xnuider the King, 
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kind of fpcech from thence. He was alfo the firft In 
thefe kingdoms who began to improve the Spanifh ac* 
complifhmcnt of bra/tn^ ; .and having large ears, perpe- 
tually expoicd and ^nc^td^ he carried his art to fuch t 
perfection y that it was a point of mat difficulty to di{^in- 
gui(h^ eiiha: by the view or the found^ between the «•/- 
ginsl and the copy. 

He wa^ troubled with a difeafe, revecle to that called 
the ftincing of the tarantula ; and would run dog-mad at 
the noifc of m;//7r, .efpccially a pa/r of hag-pifcs * • But 
he would cure himtelf again, by taking two oc.three 
turns in IVejlminiler-hally or Bil'ingf^atey or in ^ioarding* 
fcboily or the R'iyal Exchange, or a flute coffee-Jfoufe. 

He was a pcrfon ih^Lt feaied no cafwrsf, but mortally 
^ateJ all ; and upon that account bore a cruel averfion 
QgainA ^/7/;;/c*rj ; infbmuch^ that in his paroxyfins, as he 
walked the ilrcets, he would have bis pockets loaden 
with ftones, to pelt at the (igns. 

Havings from his manner of iiving^* freqnfot occa- 
fion to wujp himfelf^ he would often leap over head and 
cars into water, though it were in the midA of winter g 
but was always obferved to come out again much ^ir/iVr^ 
if poinble^ than he went in j: ^ 

He was the firl^ that ever found out the fecret of con* 
triving a fofor'iferous medicine to be conveyed in 4t the 
ears. It was a compound ol Jnlfhur and halm ofGileaJy 
with a little pilgrim's falve 1 * 

He wore a Targe- phifter ofartificialrtfir^/Vj on bis 
Itomachy with the fervour of which he could fet himfeff * 
s groaning y like the £aau>us- board upon^ application oft 
red-hot iron. 

He would ftand in the turning of • (Ireet ; and, call* • 
iag to thofewbo palled by^ woald cry to one^ #^arfi^ v 

* This is to ezpofc our DHTenters aveiiioB againft iDArUmeotal •- 
moGc in churches. W' Wtttoii. 

f They <)uarrel st the moft innocent decency and oroaronl^ ■' 
and dcficod the ftatues and paintings on ail the churches ia V 
England. 

\ Baptifm of adults by plunging. Hevtltef. 

I. Fnn.itic preaching, compofcd either of hell and damnstio% T 
•ra fulfumc defcriptioD of the joys of heaven; both in fuch a *" 
dirty, naulcous ftylc, a&tobc well r«iembled to piigrim^ falvs- -^ 
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S:r, do me the honour of a good flap in the chaps ; to an* 
ether, Honeft friend y pray favour me ivith a hanijome kick 
on the arfe, Madam^ fhall I intreat a p'^all hox on the eat 
from your Lodyjhip^s fair hands ? Noble Captain^ lend a 
reafonaHe thwack, for the love of Cod, with that cane of 
purs, ever thefe poor /boulders *. And when he had, by 
fuch earned foirdtations^ made a flilft to procure a bait- 
ing fuflScient to fwell up his fancy and his fides, he 
wonld return home' extremely comforted, and full of 
terrible accounts of what he had undergone for the pU' 
tlic good^ Obferve this ftroke, faid he, fhewing his bare 
boulcfers, a plagny janifary gave it me this very, morning 
St /even o*^c/ock, as, with much ado, I was driving of th0 
Great Turk, Neighbours, mind, this broken head defei-ves 
€ plmifter. Had poor Jack been tender of his noddle, yoa 
wmldhave feen the Pope and the French King, long before, 
this thne of day^ among your wives and your warehoufes*. 
Hear Chriftians, the Great Mogul was come cs far as 
White^ckapel s and yon may thank thefe poor fides, that ha 
katb not {fiai Utfs us^ already fwallowed up man, w^man^ 
tad child. 

It was highly vtarth obfelrving, the fingukr tffeftn ot 
that averfion or antipathy, which Jack and his brother 
finer teemed, eren to an aflFedlation, to bear againft 
teh other f • Peter had lately done fime rogueries, that; 
breed him to abfcond ; and he feldom ventured to ftir 
oat before night for fear of bailiffs. Their lodgingf. 
%ere at tlie two moft diftant parts of the town, from 
toh other ; and whenever their occafions or. hamonrs ; 
idled them abroad, they would make choice of thtf- 
•ddeft nnfiiiely tiinesy and moft uncouth rounds, they. 

* The FaBatics htfire aIw»/» had a way of affefting t# run-* 
«ro perfecutioii, and count vafl merit uppoi every Imle hardihip 
Ibcy Cuficr. 

t-The Papifts and Fanaeics, though they appear the moft a- 
Verfe agaioft each other, yet bear a near reren>l>Iance in many 
ItegB, as hath been obferved by learned men. 

i&. The agreement of our DMenters and the Papifts, in that 
'Which Bi^op Stillingfleet called. The fMatkijnt of the church §/ 
Mgrne, is ludicrouily defcribed £6r feveral paget together, by 
lick^i Ukeflcfr to Peter, and their being often midakeo for each 
•Cher, and their fiopquent moetingi wlica they leaA intended it. 
^.JTettrnt. 
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coulJ invent, that they might be fure to avoid 
ther. Yet, after all this, it was their perpetn 
to meet. The reafon of which is eafy enough 
hend : for the phrenzy and the fpleen of both, I 
fame foundation, we may look, upon them as 
of compafles, equally extended, and the fixec 
each remaining in the fame centre ; which, the 
ing contrary ways at firft, -will be fure to < 
fomewhere or other in the circumference. E 
was among the great misfortunes of Jack, to b 
perfonal refemblance with his brother Peter 
humour and difpoHtions were not only- the i 
there was a clofe analogy in their (hape and 
their mien ; infomuch as nothing was more 
than for a bailiff to feize Jack by the (houlders, 
Mr. Pe/cr, you are the Kings's prifoner : or. 
times, for one of Peter's neareft-friends, to ac 
with open arms, Dear Peter ^ I am glad to fee tb 
find me one of your be ft medicines for the worm, 
we may fuppofe,. was a mortifying return of tl: 
and proceedings Jack had laboured in fo lo 
finding how dire6tly pppoCte all^ his^. cndeav 
anfwered to the fole end and. intention wbici 
propo(ed to himfelf, how could it avoid havin 
effe^s, upon a head and heart fo furnished as hi 
ever, the poor remainders of his coat bore al 
ninimcnt. The orient fun never entered upon 
nal progrefft, without mifRng a piece of it. Y\ 
tailor to ditch up the collar fo clofe, that it . \ 
to choke him, and fqiieczed out his eyes at fu 
as one could fee nothing but the white. W 
was left of the main fubftance of the coat, I 
every day, for two hours, againft a rough-caft 
order to grind away the remnants of lace and em 
but, at the fame time, went on with fo much 
that he proceeded" a heathen phtlofopher. Yet 
he could do of this kind, the fucc'efs continue 
difappoiut hts expe^ation. For as it is the 
rags, to "bear a kind of mock refemblance tc 
there being a fort of fluttering appearance 
which is not to be diftinguifhcd at a diftance, in 
oCiby fhort-fighted eyes : fo, in thofe jiTndtures 
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viih Jack and his tatters, that they offered to the firft 
view a ridicdous flaunting ; which, affilUng the refem- 
Wance in perfbn and air, thwarted all his projcfts of fe-\ 
paration, and left fo near a Similitude between them, as 
frequently deceived the very difciples and followers of 
both. * *'* # * * # * 

* * » * # » # 

»#*#*** nulla. 
**♦##*#♦ ## 

Tbc old Sclavonian proverb faid well, That // h with 
men, as with afles ; whoever would keep then fafi, nitift 
find a very good hold at their ears. Yet I think we may 
affirm^ that it hath been verified by repeated experience, 
that, 

Effugiet tamen hac Jceleratiu vhicula Proteus. 

It is good, therefore, to read the maxims of onr an* 
<efl[or8 with great allowances to times and perfons. For, 
if we look into primitive records, we fhall find, that no 
revolutions have been (b great, or fo frequent, as thofe 
<if human emrs. In former days, there was a curious 
-invention to catch and keep them ; which, I think, 
-we may juftly reckon among the artes perdita. And how 
can it be otherwifc, when, in thefe latter centuries, the 
very (pedes is not only diminilhed to a very lamentable 
degree^ but the poor remainder is alfo degenerated fb 
far, as to mock our (kilfulleft tenure ? For if the only 
flitting of one ear in a (tag hath been found fufHcicnt to 
Ijropagate the cTefed through a whole forelt, why fhould 
'^w wonder at the greateft coniequences, from fo many 
loppings and mutilations, to which the ears of our fathers, 
and onr own, have been of late fo much expofed ? It is 
tne, indeed, that while this ifland of ours was under the 
dominion of grace, many endeavours were made to improve 
the growth of ears once more among us. The pro- 
liortion of largenefs was not only looked upon as an or- 
aament of the outward man, but as a type of grace in 
"tiie inward. Beddes, it is held by naturalifts, tbut if 
-there be a protuberancy of parts in the fuperi^r region 
tf the body, as ift the cars and noje., there mud be a pa:- 
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rity alfo in the hferior. And therefore, in that truly 
pious age, the m^es in every alTembly, according as they 
were gifted, appeared very forward in expoGng their 
ears to view, and the regions about them ; becaufc Hip- 
pocrates tells us, that when the vein behind the ear hu'p" 
pens to be cuf^ a man becmes an eunuch *• And thefimales 
were nothing backwarder in beholding and edifying by 
them ; whereof thofe who had already u/eJ the meanSy 
looked about them with great concern, in hopes of con- 
ceiving a fuitable offspring by fuch a profpedl. Others, 
who (bod candidates for benevolenccy found there a plen- 
tiful choice, and were fure to fix upon fach as di (cover- 
ed the largefl ears^ that the breed mi^ht not dwindle 
between them. Laftly, the devouter filters, who look- 
ed upon all extraordinary diiautions of that member, 
as protrufions of zeal, or fpiritual excrefcences, were 
fure to honour every head they fat upon, as if they had 
been marks of grace ; but efpecially that of the preacher, 
whofe ears were ufually of the prime magnitude ; which, 
upon that account, he was very frequent and exaA in 
cxpofing with all advantages to the people « in his rhe- 
torical par$x}fms^ turning fometimes to bold firth the 
one, and fometimes to hold firth the other. From 
which cultom, the whole operation of preaching is to 
this ver^ day, among their profeiTors, ftyled by the pfaraie 
of holding firth. 

Such was the progrefs of the faints for advancing the 
fize of that member ; and it is thought, the fuccefs 
would have been every way anfwerable, if, in procd's of 
time, a cruel king had not arofe, who raifed a bloody 
perfecution againft all ears above a certain (hindard f . 
Upon which, fome were glad to bide their fiourifliing 
fprouts in a black border ; others crept wliolly under a 
periwig ; fome were (lit, others cropped, and a great 
number fliced off to the (lumps. But of this more 
hereafter, in my general hiftoty of ears 5 which I defiga 
very fpeedily to bcftow upon the public. 

From this brief furvey of the nlling fiate of cars in 

* Lib. de acre, locis, et aquis. 

f Thi» was K. Charles II. who, at his refiorattoo, tnroed out 
«11 the UiiTcating teacbtvs that would not cd!liAwuv 



Sea. n. A TALE OF A TUB. t^^ 

the laft age, and the fmall cara bad to advance their 
ancient growth in tne prefent, it is manifeft, how lit- 
tle reafon we can have to rely upon a hold fo fliof t, fo * 
weak, and fo flippery ; and that whoever defircs to 
catch mankind fall, muft have rccourfe to fomc other 
niethods. Now, he that will examine human nature 
with circumfpedlion enough, may difcover feveral /^an* 
diesy whereof the y7x * fenCes afFord one a-piece, befide 
a great number that are fcrewed to the paflions, and 
fomc few riveted to the intelLd. yimong thefe 
Jaft, curlofity is one, and^ of ail others, aH^ords the 
firmcll gvafp ; curlofity y that fpur in the fide, that 
bridle in the mouth, that rin^ in the nofe, of a l.zy and 
impatient, and a grunting reader. Ry tViis i. an die it is,' 
that an author fhould feize upon his readers ; which, as 
foon as he hath once compafTed, all refiftance and 
(Irupgling are in vain ; and they become his prifoners a& 
clofe as he pleafes, till wearinefs or dulnefs force him to 
let go his gripe. 

And therefore I, the author of this miraculous trea- 
tife, having hitherto, beyond expe<5lativQn, maintained, 
by the aforefaid handlcy a firm hold upon my gentle 
readers ; it is with great relu(5tance, that 1 am at length 
compelled to remit my grafp ; leaving them in the per- 
ufal o^ what remains to that natural ofcitancy inherent 
in the tribe. I can only alfure thee, courteous reader, 
for both our comforis, that my concern is altogether 
equal to thine,- for my unhappinefs in lofing, or millay- 
ing among my papers, the remaining part of thele me- 
moirs ; v/hich confided of accidents, turns, and adven* 
lures, b th new, agreeable, and furprifing ; and there- 
fore calculated, in all due points, to the delicate tafte 
of this our noble age. But, alas I with my utmolt en- 
deavours, 1 have been able only to retain a few of the 
heads. Under which, there was a full account, how 
Peter got a proteffion out of the King's-bench; and of a 
feconciiement between Jack and him, upon a ^t^igxi 
they had in a certain rainy night to trepan brother Mar- 
• tin into a/fungin^-houfe, and there llrip him to the Ikin f : 

how 
• Including Scaliger*s. 

t In the reign of K. Jamesll. the Prcsbytencns, by the King's 
invitation, joined with ihc Papifts, againft the cUiv^tVv ol Y>v^- 
Vol. I. M \'nw^^ 
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how Martin, with much ado, (hewed them both a 1 
pair of heels ; how a nrw warrant came ont agai 
Peter ; upon which, how Jack left him in the lur< 
Jlolc his froteSHor?, and made tife of it himfclf. How Jac 
* tatters came into fafhion in court and city ; how he ^ 
upon a great h,rfe*y and eat cuftard\. But the parti- 
lars of all thcfe, with feveral others, which have n- 
(lid out of my memory, are loft beyond aJl hopes of 
covery. For which misfortune, leaving my readers 
condole with each other, as far as ihey fhall find it 
agree with their feveral conftitutions ; but conjur 
them by all the friendfhip that hath pafled between 
from the title-pnge to this, not to proceed fo far as 
injure their healths, for an accident part remedy : I n< 
go onto the ceremonial part of an accomplifhed writf 
and therefore, by a courtly modern^ leaft of all oth 
■to be omitted. 



THE CONCLUSION. 

Going too long h a caufe of abortion as effect 
though not fo frequent, as going too /hort ; i 
holds true efpccially in the /ff^or/rj 'of the brain. U 
fare the heart of that noble Jefdil | who firft advi 
tured to confefb in priut, that books muft be foiled 
their feveral feafons, like drefs, and diet, and div 
Hons ; and better fare our noble nation, for refining \ 
on this, among other French modes. I am .living 1 
40 fee the time, when a biiok that miflcs Ih tide, ft 



:land, and addrcfTcd him for repeal of the penal laws and ti 
The Kin^^^, by his difpeufing power, gave liberty of con fcicr 
T\'hich both Papiils aiul Presbyterians made ufc of. But, up 
the reV'ohition, the Papifts being down of courfe, the Prcsl 
terians freely continued their aflemblies, by virtue of Ki 
James's indulgence, before they had a toleration by law. Tl: 
I believe, the author means by Jack's Healing Peter's pro 
ftion, and making ufc of it himfclf., 

* Sir Humphrey Edwyn, a Presbyterian, "was fomcycarsa, 
iord Mayor of London, and had the iafolcncc to go i* 1 
iformalilies to a conventicle, with the cnfigns of his oftcCi 
f Cudard is a fanaous diih at a Lord Major's fcaiU 
^ Pcic d'Oilcaas. 
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;!e6led, as the moo7t by day, or like mackarel ^ 
ifter the fcafon. No man hath more nicely ob", 
our climate, than the bookfeller who bought the - 
•f this work. He knows to a tittle, what lubjeds 
ift go off in a dry yeat'y aftd' which it is proper to 
; foremoft, when the weather-glafs is fallen to 
rain. When he had feen this treatife, and coa- 
his almanack upon it, he gave me to undcrftand, 
e had manifctHy conlidered the two principal 
, which were ihe hulk and rkit fuhjdl ; and found, 
lid never take^ but after a long vacation ; and 
•nly, in cafe it (hould happen to be a hard year 
mips. Upon which I defircd to know, conjidertng 
^ent neceJTitieSy what he thought might be acceptable 
onth. He looked iveflward, and faid, / douht we 
iveafitofhadiutiather; however y if you could pre* 
^ome pretty little banter, (but not in verfe) or a 

reatffe upon the — , // would run like wild-fire* - 

it hold up, / have already hired an author to write 
ing againjl Dr. Bent ley ^ which , I am fur e^ will turn 
)unt *. 

length we agreed upon this expedient^ That 
a cufbmer comes for one of thefe, and d^fires in 
ence to know the' author ; he will tell faim very- 
ely> as a friend, namiog which ever of the wits 
nppen to be that week in vogue; and if Durfey's 
ay (hould be in courfe, I bad as- lieve, he may be 
rfon as Congreve, This I mention, becaufe I am 
•rfully well acquainted with the prefent relifli of 
:ou8 readers ; and have often obferved with dn- 
pleafure, that a fiy driven from a honey-pot^ will 
diately with very good appetite alight, and finlih 
eal on an excrement. 

ave one word to fay upon the fubjeft of profound 
rSy who are grown very numerous of late ; and, I 

very well, the judicious world is refolved to lifl: 
1 that number. I conceive therefore, as to the- 
:fs of being profound, that it is with writers, as 

^hcn Dr. Prideaux brought the copy of his connexion of 
Id anJ New Tcllamcnt to the bookfeller, he toU hiin, it 
dry fubjcB, and tlie printing could notfafely be ventured, 
> he could enliven it -with a little humour, HawkfiC* 

M 2 NiSAi 
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wiih Tvc! Is ; a perfon with good eyes may fee to the 
bottom of the deepeft, provided any wai^r be there ; 
and often, when there is nothing in the world at the 
bottom, befides ^r)>//^ and flVr/, though it be but a yard 
and half under ground, it (ball pafs however for won- 
drous deep, upon no wifer a reafon, than becaufe it is 
wondrous if ark. 

I am now trying an experiment^ very frequent among 
modern authors ; which is, to ivn'te upon nothing : when 
the fubjc(5t is utterly exhaufted, to let the pen ftill move 
on ; by fome called, the gho(l of wit, delighting to 
walk after the death of it5 body. And to fay the truth, 
there feems to be no part of knowledge in fewer hands, 
than that of difcerning iv/jeu to harje done. By the time 
that an author hath written out a book, he and his 
readers are become old acquaintants, and grow very 
loth to part ; {o that I have fometimes known it to be 
in writing, as in vifiting, where the ceremony of ta- 
king leave has employed more time than the whole coa- 
verlation before. The conclufion of a treaiife refcm- 
bles the conclufion of human life, which hath fometimes 
been compared to the end of a feaft; where few are fa- 
tisfied to depart, ut plenus vitte convha .• for men will 
fit down after the fulled: meal, though it be only to 
doze, or to Jleep out the reft of the day. But, in this 
latter, I differ extremely from other writers; and (hall 
be too proud, if, by al! my labours, I can Jiavc anj 
ways contributed to the repo/e of mankind in times io 
turbulent and unquiet as thefe*. Neither do I think 
fuch an employment fo very alien from the^ofEce of « 
wit, as fome would fuppofe. . For among a very poliw 
nation in Greece, there were the /^ime temples built and 
confecrated to S/ecp and the Mufes^ between which two 
deities they believed the ftridlcft friendfliip was efla- 
blifhcd f. 

I Jiave one concluding favour to reqocft of my reai' 

■ cr. That he will not expect to be equally diverted and 

informed by every line, or every page of this difcoarft; 

i>ut give fome allowance to the author's fplcen, and 

* This was written before the peace of Ryfwick, which wai 
Cgncd in September 1697. 
I Trcs&cnii, Paufan. 1. 2% 
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ftort fits or intervals of duJnefs, as well as his own » 
and lay it ferioufly to bis confcience, whether, if he, 
were walking the ftreeta in dirty weather, or a rainy 
day, he would allow it f.iir dealing, in folks at their 
eafe- from a window to criticife his gait, and lidicale his 
drefs at fuch a j unsure. 

In my difpofure of employments of the brain, I have 
tbought fit to make invention' the mafler, and to give 
method and reafon the office of its lacqueys. The caufe of' 
this diftribution was, from obferving it ray peculiar cafe 
to be often under a temptation of being luiity upon oc- 
cailons, where I could be neither w'lje nor founds nor a- 
ny thing to the matter in hand. And I am too much 
a fervant of the" modern way, to negle(5l any fuch oppor- 
timities, whatever pains or improprieties I may be at to 
inctodace them; For I have obferved, that from a la- 
borious tDlledtfon of feven hundred thirty -eight/oTy^rx^ 
sod- Jhining hintr of the bed modern authors, di gelled 
with 'great reading into my book of common-places ; I 
havenof been able, after five years, to draw, hook, or 
forcft inftb common converfation, any more" than a dozen, 
OFwhrch dozen, the one moiety failed of fuccefs, by 
bdog dropped among unfuitable company ; and the o- 
ther coil rac fo many Ih'ain:?, and traps, and ambages to 
introduce, that 1 at h?ngth refolved ro give it over. 
Now, this difappolntment, (todifcover a fecret), I muft 
own, gave methcfirft hint of fctting up for an author ; 
and I have iince found among fome particular friends, 
that it is become a very general complaint, and has 
produced the fame efTcfls upon many others. For I 
have remarked ra:fny a totlnardly ward to be wholly 
neglcftcd or defpifed in difcourfe, which hath palFcd 
very (moothly, with fome confideration and e/ilecm^ 
•fter its preferment and fan<f^ion in print. But now, 
fincc, by the liberty and encouragement of the prefs, 

1 am grown abfolute maflrcr of the occafions and 
opporttmities to expofc the talents I have acquired ;" 

2 already difcover, that the ijfues of my oifervanJa be- 
gin to •grow too large for the receipts. Therefore I 
(hall here paufc a/ whil^, till I find, by feeling tlie 
worldjs pulfe, and nry own, that it will be of abfolutt 
acccffity for us both to refume my pcn^ 

M 3- K 
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A full and true Account of the BATTLE 
fought laft Friday, between the Ancient 
and the Modern Books in St. James's 
Library. 

The Bookseller to the Reader. 

THE following difcourfe, as it Is unqueftionabty 
of the fame author, fo it (eenw to have been writ- 
ten about the fame time with the former ; I mean, the 
year 1697, when the famous difpnte was on foot, about 
ancient aid modern learning. The cofitroverfy took its rife 
from an efTiy of ^ir William Temple's upon that fub- 
je<5l ; which was anfwered by W. Wotton, B. D. with 
an appendix by Dr. Bentley, endeavouring to deftroy 
the crcJjt of .tfop and Phalaris for authors, whom Sir 
William Temple had, in the cflay before mentioned,. 
highly commended. In that appendix, the Do<flor £dls 
bard upon a new edition of Phalaris, pnt oot by the 
Honourable Charles Boyle (now Earl of Orrery) ; to 
vhich Mr. Boyle replied at large with great learning 
and wit; and the Dodor voluminonfly rejoined. In 
this difpute, the Town highly refented to fee a perfonof 
Sir William Temple's chara^er and merits roughly ufed 
by the two Reverend gentlemen aforefaid, and without 
any manner of provocation. At length, there appear- 
ing no end of the quarrel, our author tells us, that the 
BOOKS in St. James's library, looking upon thera- 
ftlyes as parties principally concerhgd, took up the con- 
troverfy, and came to a decifive battle ; but the ma* 
nufcript, by the injury of fortune or weather, being ift 
feveral places impcrfevS, we cannot learn to which fide 
the vidory fell. 

I muft warn the reader, to beware of applying ta 
perfons, what is here meant only of books in the moft 
literal fcnfc. So, when Virgil is mentioned, we arc 
not to undcrfland the perfon of a famous poet called by 
that name ; but only certain (heets of paper, bound up 
in leather, containing in print the works of the faid' 
poet : and fo of the rcIL 
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SAtire is a fort of g^e/s, wherein beholders do gene- 
rally difcover every body's face but their own ; . 
which is the chief reafon for that kind reception it meets 
with in the world, and that fo very few are offended 
with it. But if it (hould happen otherwife, the danger 
is not great ; and I have learned from long experience, 
Bever to apprehend mifchief from thofe underflandiogs I 
^ve been able tp provoke. For anger and fury, though 
they add ftrcngth to the /ineius of the ifo.^y, yet are found 
to relax thofe of the mind, and to render all its efforts 
&eb]e and impotent. 

There is a 6rain that will endure but one fcumming .• 
kt the owner gather it with difcretion, and manage 
his little (lock with hulbandry. But of all things, 
kt him beware of bringing: it under the lajh of his beh 
ten : becaufe that will make it all bubble up into im* 
pertinence, and he will find no new fupply : Wit with* 
•at knowledge being a fort o^ cream ^ which gathers ia 
a night to the top, and by a fkilful hand may be foon 
whiffed into froth ; but once fcummed away, what ap- 
pears anderneath, will be fit for nothing, bat to be 
Ihrawn xq the hogs. 
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A full an J true Account of the Battle- 
fought lall Friday, &c. ^ 

WHoever exdmines with due circumfpertion iii- 
to the afifi::a/ records of timey will find it re- 
marked, that iDar is the child of Pride, and 
pride the daughter of riches f . The former of which af- 
fertions may be foon granted ; but one cannot fo eafily 
fubfcribe to the latter. For Pride is nearly related to 

* The Birf/.V of the Bocks took its rife from a controverfy be- 
tween Sir \Villiam Temple and Mr. Wotton ; a contro-vcrfy 
which made much noifc, and employed many pens towards il* 
latter end of the laft ccnf.iry. This humon.us treat) fe is drawn 
up in an heroic comic Ityle, in which Swift, with great wit and 
fpirit, gives the viftory to the former. The general plan is ex- 
cellent, but jiarticular parts ar^ ccfcftivs. The frequent chalms 
{)uzzle and i;itcrrupt the narrative : they neither convey any 
atcnt idc is ; nor point out any diftinftor occult farcafins. Some 
charailcrs are barely touched upon, which might have been ex- 
tended ; others arc enlarged, which might have been coDtrafied. 
The name of Horace is infcrtcd ; and V'irgil is introduced only 
for an opportunity of comparing liis tranflator Drydcn,. to the 
lady in a khfler ; to a m^uji under a canopy ofjiate ; atid to « fi^velki 
heaa luiiHii the pent houfe of a fuU-bcttomed periwig. Thcfc iunilcs 
carry the true ihmp of ridicule. But raiKonr raufl be very pre- 
valent in tl:e heart of an author, who could ovcrK>ok the merits - 
of Drydcn ; many of whuft: dedications and prefaces areas fine 
coirpulicit^nf;, and as juft pieces ofcriticifm, as any in our lan- 
guage. The iranflilion of Virgil was a work of haik and indi- 
gence. Drydcn was equal to the undertaking, but unfortunate 
during the condufl of it. — The f.vo chief heroes among the mo- 
dern generals, src Woiton and Bcr.tlcy. Their figures arc dlf- 
ylaycd in the nioft diladvantagcous attitud-^. The former is ■ 
dcfcribeJ, •' full of fpleen, diilnds, and ill manners.'' The lat- 
ter is rcprefcnttd, *• tail, wlihout /hi:pe or comelinefs ; large, 
-without llrcngth or proportion." The b. ttte, which is main- 
tained by the ancients With great fuperiority of RTength,thoii(;h - 
not (jf numbers, ends wi.'li the demolition of Bentloy, and his 
friend AYoiton, by the lance of the Hoiiourablc Charles Boyle, 
youngeil {-m of Roqer the fccond Earl of Orrery, and father of " 
the prefcnt K.iil. He was a fellow c^f the rcyalfocicty, ax^J in* 
vented the aftronomical machine called ihe Orrery, Orrery, 

f Riches p.o luce th pride; pride is war's ground, &e. Y\i» 
Ephenu de Mary Clarke \ opt. edit. — now Called fViu^'s fleet alaM' 
nackf and printed by J. Roberts for tlic company of Siati oners. 

Reppsr 
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Beggary and Wauty cither by father dr mother, and 
fometimes by both : and, to fpenk naturally, it very fel- 
dom happens among men to fall out, when all have 
enough ; invafions ufually travelling from north iofoutj/, 
that is to fay, from Poverty to Plenty. The moft an- 
cient and natural grounds of quarrels are Luft and Avarice; 
which) though Ave may allow to be brethren or collatcrai 
branches of Prhfe, are certainly the i flues of iraiit. 
For to fpeak in the phrafe of writers upon politics, we 
may obferve in the republic of Dogs, which in its origr- 
Dai feems to be an inllitution of the mafij', that the whole 
Rate is ever in the profoundell peace, after a full meal ; 
and that civil broils arife among them, when it happens 
for one great If one to be feized on by fome leading dog ; 
who either divides it among the/^w, and then it falls 
to an oligarchy ; or keeps it to himfelf, and then it runs 
up to a tyranny. The fame reafoning alfo holds place 
imong them, in thofe diflenfions we behold upon a tur- 
icfcency in any of their females. For, the right of pof- 
llEon lying in common, (it being impoffible to eftablilh 
I property in fo delicate a cafe), jealouiies and fufpicions- 
]o fo abonnd, that the whole commonwealth of that 
Jrcct is reduced to- a manifeft Jlate of war, of every rr- 
fizen againft every citizen ; till fome one of more cou- 
rage, conduft, or fortune than the reft, feizcs and enjoy^i 
the prize : upon which naturally arifes plenty of heart- 
earning, and envy and fnarling againft the happy dog, 
^gain, if we look upon any of thefe republics engaged 
in a foreign war, either of invaiion or defence, we (hall 
End the lame reafoning will ferve as to the grounds and 
occaGons of each ; and that Poverty or fVant^ in fome 
degree or other, (Whethel* real, or in opinion, which 
makes no alteration in the cafe), has a great (hare, as 
well as Pride, on the part o( the aggreflbr. 

Now, whoever will pJeafe to take this fcheme, and 
rither reduce or adapt it to an intelle^ual ftate, or com- 
nonwealth of learning, will foon difcover the firfl 
ground of difagreement between the two great parties 
at this time in arms; and may fonn juft conclufions 
opon the merits of either caufe. But the iflTue or events 
of this war are not fo eafy to conje<flure at , for the 
prefbnt ^uanel is fo inflamed by the warm heads of ei- 
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thcr fai51ion, dn the prcicnflons fomewhere or ether fc 
exorbiunt, as not to admit the leaft overtures of ac- 
commodation. This quarrel firfl began, as I have heari 
it afHrmed by an o'd dweller in the neighbourhood, a 
bout a fmall fpot of ground, lying and being upon one o 
the two tops of the hill Parnaifus ; the highefi: am 
larged of which had, it feems, been^ time out of minj 
in quiet pofl'eflion of certain tenants called the j^ncients 
and the other was held by the MoJerns. But thefe dii 
liking their prefent llation, fent certain ambafTadors t 
the JncitftitSy complaining of a great nuifance ; how th 
height of that part of Parnaffus quite fpoiled the pre 
fpej5t of theirs, efpecially towards the eaft ; and there 
fure, to avoid a war, o^ered them the ciioice of thi 
alternative. Either that the Ancients would pleafe to k 
move themfelves and their efT&fts down to the lowt 
fummity, which the Moderns would gracioufly furrendj 
to them, and advance in their place ; . or eife, that d: 
faid Ancients will give leave to the Moderns to come wit 
fhovels and mattocks, and level the laid hill as low s 
they (hall think it convenient; To which the Anciem 
made anfwer,. How little they expelled fuch a meflai 
as this, from a colony whom they had admitted, out < 
their own free grace, to fo near a neighbourhood : Th: 
as to their own feat, they were Aborigines of it ; an 
therefore to talk with them of a removal or furrende 
was a language they did not underftand : That if \\ 
height of the hill on their (ide (horiened the profpefc ( 
the Moderns^ it was a difadvantage they could not help 
but defired them to confider, whether that injury .( 
it be any) were not largely rccompenfed by the Jbat 
and Jhelter it afforded them : That as to the levellin 
or digging down, it was ekher. folly or ignorance t 
propofe it, if they did, or did not know, how that fi^ 
of the hill was an entire rock, which would break thd 
tools and hearts without any damage to itfelf : Tbj 
they would therefore advifc the Moderns,, rather to rail 
their own fide of the hill, than dream of polliiq 
.down that of the Ancients ; to the former of which th^ 
would not only give licence, but alfo largely conin< 
•bute. All tliis was rejected by the Moderns^ with mod; 
iodigoatipn ;. who dill iniKled upon one of the two apC' 

dieots 
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lients. And Co this difTercnce broke oitWbito a long and 
•bftinatewar ; maintained on the one part by refolution, 
nd by the courage of certain leaders and ahies ; but 
fi tlic other, by the greatnefs of their number, upon ail 
efeats affording continual recruits. In this quarrel, 
vhole rivulets 01 iJjk have been exhaufted, and the vi- 
ulence of both parties cnormoufly augmented. Tsow, 
: mufl here be undcrdood, that ifik is the great miflive 
/eapon in all battles of the Uaniedy which conveyed 
iirough a fort of engine, called a quill, infinite numbers 
f thefe are darted at the enemy, by the valiant on each 
de, with equal fl^ill and violence, as if it were an en* 
agemcnt of pom/pines. This malignant liquor was 
ompounded by the engineer v.ho invented it, of two 
igrcdients, which ^rcgcll and copperas ; by its bitternefs 
nd venom xofnit in fome degree, as well as \o foment^ 
le genius of the combatants. And as the Grcecians, af- 
T an engagement, when they could not a^ree about 
le vi<ftory, were wont to fet up trophies on both fides ; 
le beaten party being content to be at the fame cx- 
:ncc to keepitfelfin countenance, (a laudable and an- 
ent cuftom, happily revived of late in the art of war) 5 
> the learnsdy after a fliarp and bloody difpute, do on 
Mh fides hang out their trophies too, whichever comes 
jr the word. Thefe trophies have largely infcribed on 
icm the jperits of the caufe ; a full impartial account 
f fuch a 'iattU, and how the victory fell clearly to 
le party that fet them up. They are known to the 
.'orld under fevcral names ; as, Difputesy Avgmnems^ 
lejci/idifrSf Brief CoJijUeratiotiSy AnfwerSy Replies ^ Remarks^ 
XefledionSf Obje^iionSy Confutations, For a very few 
(ays they are fixed up in ail public places, either by 
hemfelves or their reprefentatives *, for paflTengers to, 
Eaze at : firom whence the chiefeft and largeli arc re- 
noved to certain magazines, they call libraries ^ there 
to remain in a quarter purpofely afiigned them, and 
from thcDceforth begin to be called books of contro'- 
iHrfy. 

, In thefe books is wonderfully indilled and prefervcj 
^ ^itit of each warrior, while he is alive i and after 
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his death, his nl tranfmigratcs there, to inform ther 
This, at lead, is the more common opinion. But I b 
lieve, it is with libraries as with other coemeteric 
where fome philofophers affirm, that a certain fpir 
which they call hruiuni hcmiv.iSy hovers over the. mon 
mcnt, till the body is corrupted, and turns to dull < 
to vj7r.7:j, but then vaniflies or diflolves : fo, we mi 
fay, a rcftlefs fpirit haunts over every hok, till M < 
w:nt:s have feized upon it ; which to fome may happ< 
in a few days, but to others later. And therefore ho 
cf ccjitrover/)y being of all others haunted by the mc 
difordcrly Spirits, have always been confined in a fcp 
rate lodge from the reft ; and for fear of mutual vi( 
Icnce againft each other, it was thought prudent by 01 
anceflors, to bind them to the peace with ftrong ire 
chains. Of which invention the original occafion wi 
tliis. When the works of Scotus firft came out, ih< 
were carried to a certain great library, and had lodj 
ings appointed them : but this author was no foon 
fettled, than he went to vifit his mnfler Ariflotle ; ar 
there both concerted together to fcize Plato by roa: 
force, and turn him out from bis ancient flation amor 
the divines y where he had peaceably dwelt near eigl 
hundred years. The attempt fuccceded, and the t^ 
ufurpcrs have reigned ever fince in his ftead. But 1 
imintain quiet for the future, it was decreed, that a 
fo'cmics of the larger fize fliould be held faft with 
chjin. 

By this expedient, the public peace of librari< 
might certainly have been preferved, if a new fpeclesc 
controverfial books had not arofe of late years, inftin< 
with a mofl malignant fpirit, from the war above mer 
tioned, between the /earned, about the higher fummir 
of ParnafTus. 

When thefc books were firfl admitted into the pub 
lie libraries, I remember to have faid upon occafions, t< 
feveral perfons concerned, how I was fiire they wool* 
create broils where- ever they came, unlefs a world 
care were taken : and therefore I advifed, that th( 
champions of each fide fhould be coupled together, 01 
otherwife mixed ; that, like the blending of contrar] 
foifons, their malignity might be employed amopj 

thcmfelvci 
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Aemfclves. And it feems 1 was neithcran ill prophet, 
nor an ill counfcllor ; for it was notl.ing elfe but the 
Bfgled of this caution which gave occafion to the terrible 
fight that happened on Friday laft between the Jnciait 
and Modern books in the Kittg^s library. Now, bccaufe 
Che talk of this battle is fo frefh in every body's mouthy 
and the expe^ation of the town fo great, to be inform- 
ed in the particulars ; - 1 being polTeffed of all quali* 
(ications requifite in an hiftoriaf/, and retained by neither 
party, have refoived to comply with the urgent hnpor^ 
tunity of my friends J by writing down a: full impartial ac- 
count thereof.^ 

The guardian oi \h(i regal library, a perfon of grcal 
ralour, but cliiefly renowned for his humanity *, had 
been a fierce champion for the Alodems ; and, in aa 
mgagemfnt upon Parnaffus, had vowed, with his own 
lands to knock down two of the Ancient chiefs, who 
>uarded a fmall pafs on the fupcrior rock ; but endea- 
rouring to climb up, was cruelly obftruftcd by his own 
inhappy weight, and tendency towards his centre : A 
pality to which thofe of the Modern p?.rty are ex- 
Tcmc fubjedl : for being light headed, they have ia 
peculation a wonderful agility, and conce've nothing 
:oo high for tl.em to mount ; but in reducing to pra(5lice, 
difcovcr a mighty preffure about their polteriors and 
their heels. Having thus failed in his defign, the difip- 
pointed champion bore a cruel rancour to the Anc'unts ; 
which he resolved to gratify, by (hewing all marks of 
his favour to the bsoks of their adverfarics, and lodging 
ihem in the faireft apartments ; when at the fame timc^ 
whatever book had the boldnefs to own itfelf for an ad- 
vocate of the AncientSy was buried alive in fome ob- 
fcirc comer, and threatened, upon the Icaft difplcafure, 
* be turned out of doors. Befides, it fo happened, 
lint about this time there was a (Irange confufion of 
place among all the books in the librjry ; for which fe- 
deral reafons were afligned. Some imputed it to a great 

* The Honourable Mr. Boyle, in the preface to his edition of 

Ribris, fays, he was rcfufcd a manulcript by the library keeper, 
^f&B Immamtate fna. 

fluL Dr. Bcntlcy was then library keeper. The two Ancients 
rtec Phalaris and ^fop. HawkeJ, 

*i Vot. I, N Vt;x^ 
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heap of Uji'Ksd nujK which a pe rverlc wind blew oiF 
from a (helf of Alj-.'W'is into the k<fifp<?r^s eyes. Other} 
alHnncd. he had a humour to pick ihe won/ts out oi'the 
fihy.h::!'iy and fwillow ihciii frclh and fafting ; whereof 
Ibme fell upon liis fpleai^ and fume climbed up into hi$ 
head, to the great perturbation of both. And iaftly, 
others maintained, that, by walking much in the dark 
about the library, he had quite lolt the lituation of it 
•out of his head ; and therefore, in replacing his b(/oksy be 
was apt to millake, and clap Des Cartes next to Ari- 
Ttotlc; poor Plato had got between Hobbes and tlw 
Seven wife nulhrs; and Virgil was hemmed in \u<ii 
Dryden on one fide, and Withers on the other. 

Mean while, thofe books that were advocates ibr the 
J\Io ernSf chofe out one from among them, to make a 
progrefs through the whole library, examine the num- 
ber and ftrength of their party, and concert their afiairs. 
This mcflcngcr performed all things very induftrioufly, 
find brought back with him a li(l of their forces^ io 
all fifty thoufand, confiding chiefly of light horfe, heavf 
armed foot^ and mercenaries : whereof the foot were, in 
general, but forrily armed, and worfe clad ; their horfet 
large, but extremely out of cafe and heart. However, 
fome few, by trading among the Ancients^ had furniihci 
themfelves tolerably enough. 

While thingis were in this ferment, Dlfcord grew 
extremely high, hot words palled on both (Ides, and iU 
blood was plentifully bred. Here a folitary Anclenty 
fqueezed up among a whole fhelf of Moderns ^ offered 
iairly to difpute the cafe, and to prove, by manifeft rca- 
fon, that the priority was due to them, from long pof- 
fefCon, and in regard of their prudence, antiquity, and 
above all, their great merits toward the Moderns. But 
thefc denied the premi/Tes ; and feemed very much te 
wonder, how the Ancients could pretend to infiil upon 
their antiquity, when it was fo plain, (if they went to 
that), that the Modernt were fntieh the more ancient * of 
the two. As for any obligations they owed to tlie An^ 
xlentSy they renounced them all. <' It is true," faid 
:they, ^* we are informed fome few of our party have 

-* According to the modern paradox. 

''been 



THE BATTLE OF THE BOOKS, r.j^ 
'' been Co mean to borrow their fubfiftencc from yoiu 
'• But tiie reft, infinitely the greater number, Csnd cfpe- 
** daily we French and Engllfh), were fo far from 
" ftooping to fo bafe an example, that thfre never paf- 
*' fed, till this very hour, fix words between us. For 
" our hrfes were of our own breeding, our nr/rs of our 
" own forging, and our doath.i of onr own cutting out 
" and fcwing." Plato was by chance upon the next 
flielf, and oblerving thofe that fpoke to be in ilic ra/r- 
gcd plight mentioned a wliilc ago : their jades loan and 
toondered, their weapons of rotten wood, their armour 
rufty, and nothing but rags underneath ; he laughed 

loud, and", in his pleafant way, fwore, By , /;ff be^ 

keveJthem, 

Now, the Mrierns had not proceeded in their late 
negotiation, with fecrccy enough to efcape the notice 
af the enemy. For thofe advocates who had begun the 
^aarrel, by letting firft on foot the difpute of preceden- 
cy, talked fo ioud of coming to a battle, that Temple 
happened to overhear them, and gave immediate intel- 
ligence to the Ancients ; who thereupon drew up their 
iictttered troops together, refolving to afl upon the de- 
faifive. Upon which feveral of the Moderns fled over to 
Aeir party, and among the reft Temple himfclf. This 
Temple hiving been educated and long converfcd a- 

Emg the Ancients^ was of all the Moderns their greaie(t 
^ourite, and became their greateft champion. 
Things were at this crifis, when a material accident 
I oat. For, upon the highell corner of a large win- 
f, there dwelt a certain //>/V(pr, fwollcn up to the firft 
Itagnitude by the deftrudtion of infinite numbers of //Vj, 
ife fpoils lay fcattered before the gates of his palace, 
human bones before the cave of fome giant. The 
les to his caftle were guarded with turnpikes and 
does, all after the modern way of fortification. Af* 
yoD had paded feveral courts, you came to the cen- 
I wherein yoa might behold the couflable himfelf in 
own lodgings, which had windows fronting to each 
Mc, and ports to fully "out upon all occafions of prey 
defence. In this manfion he had for fomc time dwjlt 
^ peace and plenty, without danger to his ferp.n by 
w/03;j from above, or to his palace b}' hravns from 
K 2 . V>t\o>M % 
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below ; when. it was the pleafurc of Fortune to conduft 
thither a wandering bee^ to whofe curiofity a broken 
pane in the glafs had difcovered itfelf ; and in h« went; 
where expatiating a while, he at lail happened to a- 
light upon one of the outward walls of ihtfpider^i ci- 
tadel : which yielding to the unequal weighty funk down 
to the very foundation. Thrice he endeavoured to force 
his palHige, and thrice the centre (hook. The fpider 
within, feeling the terrible convulfion, fuppofed at firft, 
that Nature was approaching to her final difTolution ; or 
elfe, that Beelzebub, with all his legions, was come to 
revenge the death of many thoufands of his fubjeds, 
>vhom his enemy had (lain and devoured. However, 
he at length valiantly refolved to ifTue forth and meet 
his fate. Meanwhile the bee had acquitted himfelfci 
his toils, and, poQed fecurely at fome diftance^ was em- 
ployed in deanfmg hi» wings, and difengaging them 
from the ragged remnants of the cobweb. By this 
time xhcfpider was adventured out ; when, beholding the 
chafms, the ruins, and dilapidations of his fortrefs, he 
was very near at his wit's end. He itormed and fwore 
like a madman, and fwelled till he was ready to burft. 
.At length, cading his eye upon the bee^ and wifely ga- 
thering caufes from events, (for they knew each otbei 
by fightj, *^ A plague fplit you," faid he, *' for a giddj 
*< fonofawhore. Is it you, with a vengeance, thai 
** have made this litter here ? Could not you loo) 
*^ before you, and be d — n'd ? Do you think I have no- 
. <* thing clfe to do, (in the devil's name), but to menc 
^* and repair after your arfe ?" " Good words, friend,' 
(faid the bee, having now pruned himfdf, and bcin| 
difpofcd to droll) ; " Til give you my hand and word t< 
" come near your kennel no more ": I was never in fuel 
*^ a confounded pickle iincc I was born.** " Sirrah,' 
replied the fpider, " if it were not for breaking an oK 
'^ cudom in our family, never to ftir abroad againft ai 
** enemy, I (hould come and teach you better man 
" ners." <^ I pray have patience," faid the bee, or yoi 
*' will fpend your fub(lance ; and, for aught 1 fee, yoi 
*' may {fund in need of it all towards the repair of you 
*' houfc." " Rogue, rogue," replied the fpider ; " ye 
f* methinks you ibould have more refpedt to a pet 

/ <• fon 
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* Con, whom all the world allows to be Co much your 
'* betters." " By my troth," faid the bee, " the 
*^ comparifon will amount to a very good je(} ; and yoa 
^* wUl do me a favour^ to let me know the i^eafons 
^ that all the world is pleafed to ufe in fo hopeful a 
^ difpute." At this, the fplder, having fwelled hinifelC 
into the ilze and polture of a difputant, begin his argu- 
ment in. the true fpirit of controverfy, with rcfolution. 
to be heartily icurrilous and angry ; to ur^;e on l.^s own. 
rcafons, without the leaft regard to the anl'wcrs or ob-. 
jcctions of his oppofite j and fully predetermined in his. 
mind again It all convidlion. 

** Not to difparage myfelf," faid he,. " by the com- 
'* parifon with fuch a rafcal, what art thou but a va- 
^* gabond, without houfe or home, without (lock or in- 
'* heritance ; born to no polFcffion of your own, but 
** a pair of wings and a drone-pipe > Your livelihood ia 
" an univerfal plunder upon nature ; a freebooter over 
'' fields and gardens ; and, for the fake of dealing, will 
'* rob a nettle as readily as a violet. Whereas I am a 
" domeftic animal, furniflied .with, a native (lock within 
•• rayfclf. This large caiUe" (to (hew my improvements 
'' in the mathematics) is'-all built with my own hands^ 
" and the nuteriaU extraifled altogether out of my owa ., 
«• perfon." 

" 1 am gUd,". anfwered the bee, '' to* hear you grant • 
« at icafl, tlut I am come honeftly by my wings and 
" my voice : for theu, it feems, I am obliged to Hea- 
'' ven alone Xo% my flights and my mufic ; and provi- 
'* dence would never have bellowed on me two fucb 
'* gifts, without defigning them for the nobleft ends. I 
" vidr. indeed all the Bowers and bloflbms of the field" 
" and garden : but whatever I colleft from thence, cn- 
" riches myfclf> without the leaft injury to their bcau- 
" ty, their fmell, or iLcir tafte. Now, for you, and 
*' your ikill in archite^ure and. other mathematics, I 
^ have little to fay. In that .building of yours, there 
i '' might, for aught -I know,, have been labour^and mo- 
" thod enough ; but, by wofuKexperience for us both, it 
I.** is plain, the. materials are naught ; and I iiope ycvi 
\ ' will henceforth take warning, and confidcr duration 
-^ and matter^ as well as method and art. You baall 
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** indeed of being obliged to no other creature, bat c 
'* drawing and fpinning out aU from yourfelf ; that i 
" to fay, if we may judge of the liqnor in the veflcl b 
" what iffucs out, you poflefs a good plentiful (lore c 
** dirt and poifon in your breafl. And though 1 wool 
'^ by no means leflen or di (parage your genuine (lock ( 
** either, yet, I doubt, you are fomcwhat obliged for a 
*' increafc of both to a little foreign afTiftanctf. Yot 
** inherent portion of dirt does not fail of acquifition 
*' by fweepings exhaled from below ; and one infeft (bi 
'^ nifhes you with a (hare of poifon to deftroy anothc 
^ So that, in (hort, the queftion comes all to this, Wb 
*' ther is the nubltr being of the two, that which, I 
*' a lazy contemplation of four inches round, by t 
** overweening pride, fcetiing and engendering on itfe 
^< turns all into excrement and venom, producing ni 
** thing at all, but fly-bane "and a cobweb ; or tha 
" which, by an univerfal range, with long fearch, mu. 
•* (ludy, true judgment, and diflindion of things, brin 
•* home honey and wax ?"• 

Tills difputc was managed with fuch eagernefs, cl 
mour and warmth, that the two parties of ifooks 
arms below (lood (ilent a while, waiting in fufpcn 
what would be the i(rue. Which was not long undete 
mined : for the he, grown impatient at fo much iofs 
time, (led (Iraiqht away to a bed of rofes, without loo 
ing for a reply ; and left the/fiic/e?- like an orator co/k^ 
in himfclf, and juft prepared to burftout. 

It happened upon this emergency, that AHfop bro 
filcnce (irft. He had been of late moll barbaroui 
treated by a ftrangc effeift of the regent* z humanity ^ wl 
bad urn off his tiile-page, forcly defaced one half of h 
leaves, and chained him fafl among a ^\t\(o^ Aloderns * 
where foon difcovcring how high the quarrel was lil 
to proceed, he tried aJI his arts, and turned himfelf 
& thoufand forms. At length, in the borrowed (hape 
an afs^ the regent miftook him for a Modern ; by whi< 
means, he had time and opportunity to efcape to tl 
/Indents f julb when the Jpider and the l^ee were enteru 
into their corned : to whiicli he gave his attention wii 

*JRentl<'y, who denied the antiquity of .ffifof, Seenote^p. 14 



THE BATTLE OF THE BOOKS. t^J 
t world of pleafure ^ and when it was ended^ fwore in' 
theloudcftkey, that, in all his life, he had never known 
two csifes fo parallel and adapt to each other, as that in 
the window, and this upon the (helves. " The difpu- 

* tants," faid he, '*' have admirably managed the dif- 
•* pute between them, have taken in the full ftrength 
^ of all that is to be faid on both (ides, and exhaufted 
" the fubftance of every argument pro and con. It is but 
^ to adjuft the reafonings of both to the prefent quar- 

* rel, then to compare and apply the labours and fruits 

* of each, as the m has learnedly deduced them ; and 

* we (hall find the conclu(ion full plain and clofe upon 

* the MoHems and us. For, pray Gentlemen, was ever 

* any thing fo modern as the fpidery in his air, his 

* turns, and his paradoxes ? He argues in the behalf 
" of ym his brethren, and himfelf, with many boaftings 
** of his native (took, and great genius ; that he fpins 

* and fpits wholly from himfelf, and fcorns to own any 
^ obligation or affiltance from without. Then he diu 
•* plays to you his great skill in archite<51ure, and im- 
** provcment in the mathematics. To all this, the bee^ 
« as an advocate retained by us the Ancisnts^ thinks fit 
<' to anfwer, That if one may judge of the great genius- 
« or inventions of the Moderns^ by what they havepro- 
*' duced, you will hardly have countenance to bear you 
« out in boafting of either. Ere<5l your fchcmcs witlr 
« as much method and skill as you pleafe ; yet if thtf 
** materials be nothing but dirt, fpun out of your own 
•* iutrails, (the guts of modern brains,) the edifice will 
•* conclude at laft in a cohweh ; the duration of which^ 
•* like that of other fptders webs, may be imputed to 
•* their being forgotten, or negledled, or hid in a cor* 
«* ner. For any thing clfe of genuine that the Moderns 
** may pretend to, I cannot recolledt ; unlefs it be a 
" large vein of wrangling and (atire, much of a nature 

* and fubftance with the Jpider^s poifon ; which how- 

' •* ever they pretend to fpit wholly out of themfelvcs^ 
) * is improved by the fame arts, by feeding upon the 

I* ** infers and vermin of the age^ As for us the Ancient s^ 
^ we are content, with the hecy to pretend .to nothing 
" of our own, beyond our luhtgs and our voice ; that is 
f[ to fay, out fiights and our language. For the retl. 
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'* whatever we have got, has been by infinite laboar 
^ (earch, and ranging through every corner of Nan 
^' The difference is, that, inflead of dirt and poifon, 
" have rather chofen to fill our hives with honey 
** wax ; thus furnKhing mankind with the ^wo not 
*' of things, which are, Jweatnefs. and lightJ** 

It is wonderful to conceive the tumult arifen am 
the hooksy upon the clofe of this long delcant of N, 
Both parties took the hint, and heightened their ; 
molities {!o on a fudden, that they refolved it fhouJd o 
to a battle. Immediately the two main bodies withd 
Onder their feveral enfigns,. to the farther parts of 
library, and there entered into cabals ai^d confults u 
the prefect emergency. The Moderns were in very w 
debates upon the choice of their leaders : and notl 
Icfs than the fear impending from the enemies, c( 
have kept them from mutinies upon this occadon. 
difference was grcaieft among the hor/e.y where c 
private trooper pretended to the chief command, f 
Taflb and Milton, to Dryden and Withers. The //" 
harfe were commanded by Cowley and Defpreau^ 
There came the bowmen under their valiant, leaders, 
Cartes, Gaffendi, and Hobbes ; whofe ftrength was f 
that they could flwot their arrows beyond the atmofpt 
never to fall down again, but turn, like that of Evan 
into meteors, or, like the cannon^bali, into ftars, P 
celfus brought a fquadron of ftink-pot-flingerSf from 
fnowy mountains of Rhxtia. There came a vaft b 
of dragoons of different nations, under the Jeadinj 
Harvey, their great Aga f ; part armed with fcjthes^ 
weapons of death ; part with Icnces and long km 
all ftecped in pAfon ; part fhot bullets of a moft 
lignant nature, and ufed while poioder^ which infill 
killed without report, Tlicre came feveral bodies 
heavy-armed fo!>t, all mercenar.'tesy under . the enfigns 
Guicciardine, . Davila,. Polydcre .Virgil,! Buchanan, i 

* More commonly known by the name oTBoiUau. Hawke 

t Dr. Harvey, who difcovercd the circulation cf the bJo 

a difcovery much infifted on by the aJvocatcs for the Mode 

and excepted againft as falfc by Sir WiUiam Temple, ia hisei 

Sii 
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riana, Camden, and others. The engineers were command- 
ed by Regiomontanus and Wilkins. The reft were a con*» 
fafed multitude, led by Scotus, Aquinas, and Beliarmine ;. 
of mighty bulk and ftature, but without either arms, cou- 
rage, or difcipline. In the laft place, came infinite fwarms- 
tii calories *, a diforderly rout led by L*E(irange ; rogues 
and raggamuffins, that follow the camp for nothing but 
tfie plunder ; all without coats xq cover them f . 

The army of the Ancients was much fewer in number^ 
Homer led the horfe^ and Pindar the light-horfe ,- Euclid 
was chief engineer ; Plato and Ariftotlc commanded the 
hwmen s Herodotus and Livy \hz foot ; Hippocrates the 
dragoons ;. the allies led by VolTius, and Temple brought, 
Dp the rear. 

All things violently, tending to a declGve battle,, 
Famey who much frequented, and had a large apartment, 
formerly alligned her. in the regal library^ fled up ftralt- 
to Jupiter, to whom, (he delivered a faithful account o£ 
all that paiTed between the two parties below ; for a- 
mong the gods fhe alwxiys tells truth. Jove, in great 
concern, convokes a council in the Milky Way, The 
lenate ailembled : he declares the occailon of convening^ 
them ; a bloody battle juft impendent between two. 
mighty armies of Ancient and Modern creatures, called. 
i9oks, wherein the celeftial inrereft was but too deeply 
concerned. Momus, the patron of the Moderns, made 
tn excellent fpeech In theic favouL ; which was anfwered 
by Pallas, the protedlrefs of the Ancients, The aflem- 
bly was divided in their affedlions ; when Jupiter com- 
manded the book of Fate to be laid before him. Imme- 
diately were brought by Mercury, three large volumes 
in folio, containing memoirs of all things paft, prefent, 
and to come. The clafps were of filver, double gilt ; 
the covers ef celeftial turkey -leather, and the paper fuch* 

* Cciones, By calling this diforderly rout cahnes, tht author 
points both his fatire and contempt againft all forts of merce- 
nary fcriblers, who write as they are coinniandcd by the leaders 
and patrons of fedition, fa^ion^ corruption, and every evil 
Vork. They are ftyled calones, becaufe they are the meaneft 
ami moft defplcable of all writers, as the calones^ whether belong- 
ing to the army or private families, were the mcaneft of all Haves- 
or fcrvants whatfoever. Htnvkef. 

t Thcfeare pamphlets, which are not bounder covered. 
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as here on earth might almofl pafs for vellum. Jupiter^ 
having filcntly read the decree, would communicate the 
import to none^ but prefently (hut up the book. 

Without the doors of this aflembly, there attended a 
▼aft number of light, nimble gods, menial fervants to 
Jupiter. Thefe are his miniftering inftruments in all af- 
fairs below. They travel in a caravan, more or Icfs 
together, and are faftened to each other, like a link of 
galley -{laves, by a light chain, which paffcs from them 
to Jupiter's great toe. And yet, in receiving or deliver- 
ing a mefTage, they may never approach above the loweft 
ftep of his throne, where he and they whifper to each 
other through a long hollow trunk. Thefe deities are 
called by mortal men, y^ccUents or Events ; but the gods 
call them Second Cuufes, Jupiter having delivered his 
meffage to a certain number of thefe divinities, they flew 
Immediately down to the pinnacle of the regal library, 
and, confulcing a few minutes, entered unfecn, and dif- 
pofed the parties according to their orders. 

Mean while, Momus, fearing the worft, and calling to 
mtnd an ancient prophecy, which bore no very good 
face to his children the Moderns^ bent his flight to the 
region of a malignant deity, called Criticifm. She dwelt 
on the top of a Inowy mountain in Nova Zembla. There 
Momus found her extended in her den, upon the Ipoils 
of numbcrlefs volumes half devoured. At her right 
hand fat Ignorance^ her father and hufband, blind with 
age ; at her left, Pr'tdcy her mother, drefling her op in 
the (craps oS paper herfelf had torn. There was Opinion^ 
her fifter, light of foot, hood-winked, and head-ftrong ; 
yet giddy, and perpetually turning. About her played 
her children, Noife and Impudence^ DuHneJs jmd Vanity^ 
Pofittvenefsy Pa'antry^ and lll^manners. The goddefs 
herfelf had claws like a cat , her head, and ears, and 
voice, refembled thofe of an tf/} ; her teeth fiUen oot 
before ; her eyes turned inward, as if (he looked only 
upon herfelf; her diet was the overflowing of her own 
gall ; her ffleen was fo large, as to itand prominent like 
a dug of the firft rate ; nor wanted excrelceaces in form 
of teats, at which a crew of ugly monfters were greedily 
fucking ; and, what is wonderful to conceive, tlw bulk 
of fpleen incrcafed fafter than the fucking could diiaini(Ii 
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U. " Goddcrs," faid Momus, ^* can you fit idJy here, 
" while our devout worfliippers, the MoJeniSy are this 
*' minute entering into a cruel battle, and perhaps now 
" lying under tUc fwords of their enemies ? \A ho then 
" hereafter will ever facrifice, or build altars to our 
" divinities \ Ilafle therefore to tlie Brhijh IJle^ and, 
** if polTible, prevent their dcIlriK^ioii ; while I make 
*' fsdions among the gods, and gain them over to our 
« party." 

xMomus having thus delivered himfelf, (laid not for an 
anfwer, but left the goddels to her own refentment. 
Up ihe rofe in a rage ; and, as it is the form upon fuch 
occafions, began a foliloquy. " \\ is I," (fiid (he) 
" who give wifdom to infants and idiots ; by me chil- 
^^ dren grow wifcr than their parents ; by me hcau^: bc- 
«' come politicians, ^n^fchool-boys judges of philolbphy ; 
<^ by mc (bphiders debate, and conclude upon the 
'< depths of knowledge ; and coffee-houfe wits, inftinft 
^' by me, can corre<5t an autlior's flyle, and difplay his 
<' minntefl errors, without undcrflanding a fyllable of 
'* his matter or his language ; by me Itriplings fpend 
" their judgment, as they do their edate, before it^ 
" comes into their hands It is I who have depoPjd Wit 
*' and Knowledge from their empire over Pcctry, and ad- 
" vanccd myfelf in their (lead. And Hiall a few ///>- 
" jiari Ancients dare oppofe me \ — But come, my aged 
" parents, and you my children dear, and thou, my 
'< beauteous fider ; let us afcend my chariot, and hade 
*< to aflid our devout Moderns^ who are now fncn(icing 
'* to us a hecatomb^ as 1 perceive by that grateful fmell^ 
** which from thence reaches my nodrils." 

The goddefs and her train, having mounted the cha- 
riot, which was drawn by tame gee/e, flew over infinite 
regions, (hedding her influence in due places, till at 
length flie arrived at her beloved ifland of Britain. Bur, 
ia hovering over its metropolis, what blefljngs did (he not 
let fall upon her feminaries of Grcfliam and Covent-gar- 
den * ? And now (he reached the fatal plain of St. James's 
library, at what time the two armies were upon the 
foint to engage ; where entering witli all her caravan 

f See the notes, p. ^3. 
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trnfeeni and landing upon a cafe of Hielves, now del 
but once inhabited by a colony of virhioJ6*s, (he fta 
while to obfcrve the pofture of both armies. 

But here the tender cares of a mother began to fill 
thoughts, and move in her breaft. For, at the heat 
a troop of Modern bymmeriy fhe caft her eyes upon 
fon Wotton ; to whom the Fates had affigned a ^ 
fhort thread ; Wotton, a young hero, whom an 
known father of mortal race begot by ftolen embr 
with this goddefs. He was the darling of his mot 
above all her children ; and (he refolved to go and o 
fort him. But firft, according to the good old ca( 
of deities, (he caft about to change Jjfer (hape ; for 
the divinity of her countenance might dazzle his mc 
fight, and overcharge the reft of his fenfes. She th 
fore gathered up her perfon into an o^avo compafs. 
body grew white and arid, and fplit in pieces with ( 
nefs ; the thick turned into pafteboard, and the thin 
paper; upon which her parents and children artf 
Brewed a black juice or decoftion of gall and foot 
form of letters ; her head, and voice, and fpleen, 1 
their primitive form ; and that which before was a c( 
of skin, did ftill continue fo. In this guife, (he ma 
cd on towards the Moderns^ undiftinguifhable in (li 
and drefs from the divine Bentley^ Wotton's de: 
friend. ** Brave Wotton," faid the goddefs, " ^ 
« do our troops ftand idle here, to fpend their pre 
" vigour, and opportunity of this day ? Away, let 
*< hafte to the generals, and advife to give the o 
'* immediately." Having fpoke thus, fhe took the i 
eft of her monfters, full glutted from her fpleen, 
flung it invifibly into his mouth ;" which flying ftrai 
up into his head, fqueezed out his eye-balis, gave 
a diftorted look, and half overturned his brain. T 
(he privately ordered two of her beloved children, Z 
nefs and /// manners^ clofely to attend his perfon in 
encounters. Having thus accoutred him, (he vanifl 
in a mift ; and the hero perceived it was the goddefs 
mother. 

The deftined hour of fate being now arrived, l 
fight began ; whereof, before I dare adventure to nw 
a particular defcription^ I muft^ after the example 

oib 
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^ther authors, petition for a hundrfcd tongues, and 
mouths, and hands, and pen« ; which would alJ be too 
little to perform fo immenfe a work. Say, goddefs, 
.thatprefideft over hiftory, who it was that firit advanced 
in the field of battle. Paracelfus, at the head of his 
dragoons, obferving Galen in the adverfe wino:, drrteJ 
Ws javelin witli a mighty force ; which the I nv? ^^/?- 
f/W received upon'his (hield, thepcint breaking In t'^e 
fccond fold. * .» * * # * * 

# * * » * * * * ^ ^'^ M^i* 

They bore the wounded j^ga f on their ihields to his 
x^ariot. * *# * * * ## 

**###*#*# nonmilla. 
##♦###*##♦ 

Then Ariftotle ohfcrving Bacon advance with a furi- 
ous mien, drew his bow to the head, and let fly hi'^ ar- 
Tow; which mifTcd the valiant Modern, and went hi 2- 
ling over his head. But Des Cartes it hit : the fteel 
})oint quickly found a defe^ in his bead-ptece ; it pierced 
Ihe leather and the paftcboard, and went in at h.is right 
eye. The torture of the pain whirled the valiant In-jo^ 
man round, till death, like a ftar of fuperlor influence, 
drew him into his own vortex, * * * * 
•• ♦ . .* ♦ # * # 

*♦##*#» Ingens hiatus 
» , # * * # % ^ hicin MS. 

; vhcn Homer *appeared at the head of the cavalry, mount- 
ed on a furious horfe, with difficulty managed by the 
rider himfelf, but which no other mortal durft approach. 
He rode among the enemy's ranks, and bore down all 
Wore him. Say, goddefs, whom he flew flrfl, and 
irhom he flew lalK Firft, Gondibert * advanced againft 

't Dr. Harvey. See the note, p. ij4. It was not thouglit 
popcr to name his antagonift, but only to intimate that he was 
I bounded. Other Moderns arc fpared by the hiatus that follows^ 
I^obably for fimilar reafons. Haivkcf. 

* An heroic poem by Sii: William Davenant, in ftanzas of 
wHnes. Hcrwkef, 

. Vol. I. O VvvKv^ 
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him, clad inlieavy armour, and mounted on a Cli 
• gelding, not fo famed for his fpeed, as his do 
kneeling, whenever his rider would mount or ali| 
had made a vow to Pallas, that he would never! 
field, till he had fpoiJed Homer of his armour* 
man, who had ncverxynce/fM the wearer, nor un 
his (irength ! Him Homer overthrew, hoirfe and 
the ground ; there to be trampled and choked in 
Then with a long fpear he flew Denham, a ftout i 
who from his father's fide, derived his lineage ; 
polio, but his mother was of mortal race f . He f 
bit the earth. Tbe celeftial part Apollo took, ai 
It a ftar; but the tcrreflrial lay wallowing u 
ground. Then Homer flew Wefley :j: , with a 
his horfe's heel. He took Perault, by mighty fo 
of his faddle ; then hurled him at Fontenelie ; ' 
fame blow dafhing out both their brains. 

On the left wing of the horfe, Virgil appe 
^Ihining armour, completely fitted to his body, 
mounted on dapple-grey idecd, the flownefs o: 
pace was an efFedl of the highell mettle and vigci 
cafl his eye on the adverfe wing, with a defire 
an objeft worthy of his valour ; when, behold, 
forrel gelding of a monftrous Cze, appeared a foe, 
drom among the thickeft of the enemy's fquadrc 
his (peed was lefs than his noife ; for his horfe, 
lean, fpent the dregs of his flrength in a higi 
which, though it made flow advances, yet caufec 
/Claftiing of his armour, terrible to hear. The 
valiers had now approached within the throw of a 
"when the ftranger dcfired a parley, and lifting 
vizor of his helmet, a face hardly appeared from 
which, after a paufe, was known for that of the r 
.<d Dryden. The brave Ancient fuddenly flarted, 
poflefled with furprife and difappointment togeth 
,the hehnet was nine times too large for the head ; 

» Vid. Homer. 

t Sir John Dcnham's poems are very unequal, ci 
'good, and very indifferent ; fo that his detractors faid, 
jiot the real author of Cooper^s Kill: 

\ Mr. WcHey, who wrote the Life of Chrifl in vei 
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appeared fituate far in the hinder part, even like the lady 
in a lobftcr, or like a moufc under a canopy of ftate, or 
like a (hri^^elleJ beau from within the pent-iioufe of a mo- 
dern periwig : and the voice was fuited to thie vifage, 
fimnding weak and remote. Dryden, in a long harangue, 
fbotbed up the good Ancient , called him Father : and, by 
a large dedutSlion of genealogies, made it plainly appear 
that they were nearly related: Then he humbly propofed- 
an exchange of armour, as a lafting mark of hofpitality 
between them* V'irgil confented, ( for the goddefs Diffi* 
dence came unfeen, and cad a mift before his eyes,) tho* 
Ms was of gold> and coft a hundred beeves *, the other's 
but of rufty iron. However, this glittering armour be- 
came the Modern yet worfe than his own. Then they 
agreed to exchange horfes ; but when it came to the ' 
trial, Dryden was afraid, and utterly unable to mount. 

• ♦*###**# 

♦ # # # ^1^ # *' 

r ♦ # # # # * Alter hia* 

«. * * * » # # tusinMS. 

♦' ♦ * * * . * Lucan appeared upon a 
iery horfe, of admirable (hape, but head-flrong, bearing. 
the rider where he lift, over the field. He made a mighty 
flaoehter among the enemy's horfe; which deftrudion 
to ftop, Blackmore,. a famous Modern^ Tbut one of the 
mercenaries^') ftrenuoufly oppofed himfclf, and darted his 
javelin with a llrong hand, which falling (hort of its 
iqark, ftruck deep in the earth. Then Lucan threw a 
lance ; but ^^fculapius came unfeen, and turned oS the 
point t • *' Brave Modeniy* faid Lucan, " I perceive 
** feme god protects you ; for never did my arm fo de- 
**cdve me before. But what mortalcan contend with 
i" aeod ? Therefore let us fight no longer, but prefent. 

* gifts to each other." Lucan then beftowed the Modern, 
ipgir offhtu'Sy and Blackmore gave Lucan a bridle. * 

• #*»**# Paucade^ 



) 



• Vid. Homer. 

. f His skill as a phyfician atoned for his dulnefs as a poet. 

O 2 Ctt^tVk 
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Creech : but the goddefs Dulbiefs took a cloud, forii 
into the fhape of Horace, armed and mounted, and pla( 
it in a flying pollure before him. Glad was the caval 
to begin a combat with a flying foe, and* purfued l 
image, threatening loud ; till at lafl it led him to l 
peace ful bower of his father Ogleby ; by whom he y 
difarmed, and afligned to his repofe. 

Then Pindar flew , and , and Oldham, a 

— , and Afra the Amazon *, light of foot ; never 2 
vancing in a direJl line, but wheeling with incredible 
gility and force, he made a terrible daughter among t 
enemy's light horfe. Him when Cowley obferved, I 
generous heart burnt within him, and he advanced 
gainft the fierce Ancient^ imitating his addrefs, his pa 
and career, as well as the vigour of bis horfe, and 1 
own skill would allow. When the two cavaliers b 
approached within the length of three javelins ; fi 
Cowley threw a lance, which mifled Pindar, and pafG; 
into the enemy's ranks, fell ine£re^uai to the groun 
Then Pindar darted a javelin, fo large and weight 
that fcarce a dozen cavaliers^ as cavaliers are in our d 
generate days, could raiie.lt from the ground ; yet I 
^ threw it with eafe, and it went, by an unerring han 
iinging through the air; nor couJd the Modern hivc 
voided prefent death, if he had not luckily oppofed tl 
fhield that had been given him by Venus f . And no 
both heroes drew their fwords. But the Modern was : 
aghafl and difordered, that he knew not where he was 
his fhield dropped from his hands ; thrice. he fled, an 
thrice he could not cfcape. At lafl he turned, and, lif 
i:ig up his hands in the poflure of a fuppliant, " Goc 
*' like Pindar,"' faid he, *' fpare my life, and poffe) 
<* ray horfe, with thefe arms, befides the ranfom whic 
*' my friends will give, when they hear I am afivc, an 
^' your prifoner.** " Oog," faid Pindar,. *' Jet yet 
*< ranfom (lay with your friends : but your carcafe (ha 
*' be left for the finvls of the air^ aad the beafli of th 
** field'' With that, he raifed his fword, and, with 

* Mrs. Afra Bchn, author of many plays, novels, aadpc 

cms. Hawkcf, 

t His poem called the M'tjirefs. Hawkcf. 

mlgbt] 
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mighty ftroke, cleft the wretched Modern in twain, the 
fword purfuing the blow ; and one half lay panting oa 
the ground, to btf trod in pieces by the horfcs feet, the 
other half was borne by the frighted deed through the 
field. This Venws took * , waftied it feven times ia 
ambrofia ; then ftruck it thrice with a fprig of amaranth : 
npon which the leather grew round and foft, and the 
leaves turned into feathers ; and being gilded before, 
continued gilded ftill ; fo it became a dove^ and fhc har- 
nafled it to her chariot. # # * * * 

**#*#* Hiatus valde 
%%%%%%% defiendus tn MS, - 

Day being farfpent, and the numerous forces of the 
Moderns half inclining to a retreat, there iffued forth 
from a fquadron of their heavy-armed fiotf-y a captain, 
whofe name was Bentley ; the mod deformed of all the 
Moderns ; tall; but without fliape or comelinefs ; large, 
but without ftrength or proportion. Hi^ armour was 
patched up of a thoufand incoherent pieces ; and the 
ibund of it as he marched, was loud and dry, like that 
made by the fall of a flieet of lead, which an Etefian 
uind blows fuddenly down from the roof of fome fteeple. 
His helmet was of old rufty iron ; but the vizor was 
brafs, which, tainted by his breath, corrupted into cop- 
perasy nor wanted gall from the fame fountain ; fo that, 
whenever provoked by anger or labour, an atramentous 
quality of moft malignant nature was feen to diftil from 
his lips. • la hi& right hand he grafped a flail t , and 

• I do not approve the author's judgment In this ; for I think 
Cowley's Pindarics arc much preferable to his Mifirefs. 

It may however be confidered, that Cowley's Pindarics were 
Init copies, of which Pindar was the original. Before Pindar, 
► therefore, his Pindarics might £ill ; and his Mijlrefs be prcfcrv- 
•d, as properly his own. Hawkrf. 

f The epifode of Bentley and' Wotton. 

As the account of the battle of the books is an allegorical re- 
prefcntaiion of Sir William Temple's efTay, in which the Ancicnrs 
arc oppofed to the Moderns, the account of Bentley and Wotton 
is called an cpifo.de, and their inlrufion reprcfcntcd as an under 
iftion. Hawktf. " 

i The perfon here fpoken of, is famous for letting fly at every 
bdilj without diiUnftion, and ufiivg mean and foul Icurrilltics. 

O 3 ^\v5X 
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(that he might never be unprovided of an offenfive wea* 
pon) a veflel full oi ordure in his left. Thus completely 
anneJ, he :3dvanced with a flow and heavy pace, where 
the MjJern chiefs were holding a confult upon the fam 
of things ; who, as he came onwards, laughed to behold 
his crooked leg, nnd hump fhoulder^ which his boot and 
armour vainly endeavouring to hide, were forced to 
comply with, and expofe. The generals made ufe of 
him for his tilent of railing ; whicli, kept witliin govero- 
inent, proved frequ'utly of great fervice to their cau(e; 
but at other times did more mifchief than good ; for at 
the lead touch of oflTence, and often without any at all> 
he would, like a wounded elephant, convert it again/f 
his leaders. Such, at this jun*5lure, was the difpc^tion 
of Bentley, grieved to fee the enemy prevail, and diflfatif- 
fied with every body's condu^ but his own. He humbly 
gave ih? MoJern generals to underftand, that he conceiv- 
ed, with great fubmlifion, they were all a pack oi rogues^ 
and foolsy and fons of whores y and d — »V cowards ^ and 
£onf.unded logger-headjy and illiterate whelps y and nonfeii'* 
Jical fcoundrels ; that if himfelf had been conftrtuted ge- 
neral, thofe prefumptuous dogs * the Ancients^ would long 
before this have been beaten out of the field. " You,** 
faid he, *' fit here idle ; but when I, or any other va- 
*' liant Modern^ kill an enemy, you are fure to feizc the 
^ fpoil. But I w ill not march one foot againft the foe, 
*< till you all fwcar to me, that whomever 1 take orkiJl^ 
^* his arms I fimll quietly polTefs.*' Bcntlcy having 
fpokcn thus, Scalj^er bertowing him a four look, " Mit 
** crcant prater,'* fuivl he, " eloquent only in thine own 
<* cy<^s, thou niilcft without wit, or truth, or difcretion. 
•« The malignity of thy temper perverteth nature, thy 
*< learning makes thcQ mott barbarous ; thy fludy of >&//- 
*< manity, more inhuman ; thy converfe among poets, 
<^ more provelln^y miry, and dull. All arts oi civilizing '. 
<< others, render thee rude and untra^lahle : courts have : 
" taught thee /// manners, and polite converfaihon has fi- 
*' nillied thee a pcjjnt, Bclides, a greater coward bur- ^ 
" dcneth not the army. But never de{pond ; I pafs mf t 
<* word, whatever fpoil thou takcft, fhall cectainiy be f 

* Yid.ilomcr. dc TlicrHic^ I 
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* thy own ; though, I hope, that vile carcafe will firft 
f< become a prey to kites and worms." 

Bentley durft not reply; but half choked with fpleen 
and rage, withdrew in full refolution of performing fome 
great atchievement. With lum, for his aid and compa- 
nion, he took his beloved Wotton ; refolving, by policy 
or forprife, to attempt fome negle(fled quarter of the 
Ancients army. They began their march over carcafes 
of their flaughtered friends ; then to the right of their 
own forces ; then wheeled northward, till they came ro* 
Aldrovandus's tomb ; which they paifed on the liJe of the 
declining fun* And now they arrived with fear towards 
the enemy's out-guarJs ; looking about, if haply they 
might fpy the quarters of the wounded, or fome ftrag» 
gling fleepers^ unarmed, and remote from the reft. As 
when two mungr f I curs, whom native grecilinefs 2LVid do^- 
meflic wanty provoke and join in partnepfhip, though 
fearful, nightly to invade the folds cf fome rich grazier ; . 
Ihcy, with tails dcprefTcvl, and lolling tongues, creep 
foft and flow : mean while, the confcious moony now in 
ber zenith J on their guilty heads darts perpendicular 
rays ; nor dare they bark, though much provoked at 
her refulgent vifage, whether feen in puddle by rcfleaion, . 
or in fphere dirc^ft ; but one furveys the region round, 
while t'other fcouts the plain, if haply to difcover, at 
diftance from the flock, fome carcaje half devoured, 
the rcfii'c of gorged wolves, or ominous ravens : fb 
marched this lovely, loving pair of friends, nor witb 
Itfs fear and circumfpetflion ; when, at liiflance, they 
might perceive two fhining fuits of nrinonr, hanging 
apoo an oak, and the owners not far off in a profound 
ifcep. The two friends drew lots, and the purfuing of 
thii adventure fell to Bentley. On he wen% and in his 
van Confufion and Amuze, while Horror and Affright 
brooght up the rear. As he came near, behold two he- 
loes of the Ancients army, Phalaris and /fclfop, lay faft 
aOeep. Bentley would fain have difpatched them both ; 
•nd, ftealing clofe, aimed his fl.iii at- Phali^ris's brcaft. 
Bat then the goddcfs Affright inierpofing, caught the 
hUdern in her icy arms, and dragged him from the dan- 
pr (he forcfuw ^ both tlic dorniaat hcroc^ happened 

to 
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to tarn at the fame infbnt^ though foundiy deeping, an 
bufy in a dream. * For Phalaris was juft that mi 
note dreaming, how a moft vife p^jffta/fer had lampoonc 
him, and how he had got him roaring in his liuli,- An 
^fop dreamed, that as he and the ^^ncient chiefs wei 
lying on the groond, a ivili afs broke loofe, ran aboi 
trampling and kicking, and dunging in thenr faces. Benl 
ley leaving the two heroes afleep, feized on both tlie: 
iirmours^ and withdrew in qoeft of his darling Wotton. 
He, in the mean time, had wandered Jong in fearc 
of fome eaterprifc, till at length he arrived at a fma! 
rivuletf that iifned from a fountain hard by, called, i 
the language of mortal men. Helicon. Here he ftoppeti 
and parcheJ with third, refolved to allay it in this lini 
pid ftream. Thrice with profane hands he effayed ti 
raife the water to his lips, and thrice it flipped al 
^ through his fingers. Then he (boped prone on hi 
'treaft ; but ere his mouth had kifTed the liquid cryfhl 
Apollo came, and in the channel held his fiie/^ betwix 
the Modern and the fountain, fo that he drew up noihin| 
but mud. For although no fountain on earth can com 
pare with the clearnefs of Helicon, yet there lies at bot 
tom a thick fediment o{ Jlime and wwc/; for fb Apolh 
begged of Jupiter, as a punifhment to thofe who durft at 
tempt to tafte it with unhallowed lips, and for a lefibn t< 
all, not to draw too deep, or far from the fpring. 

At the fountain-head, Wotton difcerncd two heroes 
The one be could not diflinguifh ; but the other was fooi 
known for Temple, general of the allict to t!je indents 
His back was turned, and he was employed in drinking 
large draughts in his helmet, from the fountain, when 
he had withdrawn him{elfto red from the toils of the 
war. Wotton, obferving him, with quaking knees and 
trembling hands, fpoke thus to himfeif. *' Oh, that 1 
*< could kill this dellroyer of our army ! What renown 
'* fhould I purchafe smong the chiefs ? But to ifliie onl 
<< againd him, man agair.ft man, Ihield againd (hicld, 
« and lance againd hhce f , what Mzdern of us dare ? 

» This is according to Homer, who tclls the dreams of liicft 
"W^JO were killed in their llecp, . 
t VitL licmcr, 

<* Fci 
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*' For he fights like a god, and Pallas or Apollo are 
" ever at his elbow. But, Oh, mother ! if what Fame 
*' reports be true, that I am the fon of fo great a 
" goddefs, grant me to hit Temple with this lance, 
" that the ftroke may fend him to hell, and that I may 
" return in fafety and triumpli, laden with his fpoils.'* 
The firft part of this prayer tp.c gods granted, at the in- 
tcrceflion of his mother ^ and of Momus ; but the reft, 
by a perverle wind, fent from Fate^ was fcattered in the 
Mr. Then Wotton grafped his lance, and brandifhing it 
thrice over his head, darted It with all his might ; >the 
goddefs^ his mother^ at the fame time, adding flrenglft to 
his arm. Away the lance went hizzing, and reached 
even to the belt of tlw averted Ancient ; npan which 
lightly gr;Gng it fell to the ground. Temple neither 
felt the weapon touch him, ncr heard it fall. And Wot- 
ton might have efcaped to bis army, with the honour of 
having emitted his lance againfl fo great a leader, unre* 
venged ; but Apollo, enraged, that a javelin flung by 
the affiftance 0/ fo foul a goddefsy (hould pollute his 

fountain, put on the Ihape of ^ and foftly came to 

young Boyle, who then accompanied Temple : he point- 
ed firft to the lance, then to the diftant Modern that flung 
it, and commanded the young hero to take immediate 
revenge. Boyle, c'ad in a fuit of armour which had 
been given him by all the gods * , ini mediately advanced 
againft the trembling (oe^ who now fled before him. As 
a young lion in the Libyan plains, or Araby Defert, 
lent by his aged fire to hunt for prey, or health, or ex- 
ercife ; he fcours along, wifhing to meet fome tyger . 
from the mountains, or a furious boar ; if chance a 
wild afsf wiih brayings importune, aflTronts his ear ; the 

generous beaft, though loathing to diftain his claws with. 
food fb vile, yet much provoked at the ofFenfive noi(e ; 
which Echoy foolifh nymph, like her H- -judging fex^. 
lepeats much louder, and with more delight than Philo- 
Biela*s long ; he vindicates the honour of the foreft, and 

* Boyle was afliftcJ in this difpiitc by Dean Aldrich, Dr.. 
Atlcrbury, afterwards Biiliop of Rochcilcr, and other perfons 
at Oxford, celebrated for their genius and their learning, tlien 
tailed the Qbrijlchurch wits, Hawkcf, 
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fiunts the noify long-ear'd animal : (b Wotton fledj 
Boyle purfued. But Wotton, heavy-armed,, and Oov 
foot, began to Hack his courfe ; when his lover Ben 
appeared, returning laden with the fpoiJs of the two flc 
iDg Ancients, Boyle obferved him well ; and foon 
covering the helmet and fhield of Phalaris> his fric 
both which he had lately, with his own hands, new 
lifhedand gilt ; rage fparkled in his eyes ; and lea\ 
bis purfuit after Wotton, he lurioufly rufhed on aga 
this new approacher. Fain would he be revenged 
both ; but both now fled different ways. And as a ' 
nan in a little houie, that gets a painfal livelihood 
fpinning * ; if chance her geefe be fcattered o'er 
common, (he courfes round the plain from fide to f 
compelling here and there the Clragglcrs to the flock ; t 
cackle loud, and flutter o'er the champain : fo Boyle \ 
fued« Co fled this pair of friends. Finding at len 
their flight was vain, they bravely joined, and di 
themfelves in phahnx. Fifft, Bentley threw a fpear \ 
all his force, hoping to pierce the enemy's breaft. 
Pallas came unfeen,. and in the air took' ofl* the po 
and clapped on one of lead : which, after a dead b 
flgainft the enemy's fhield, fell blunted ta the grou 
Then Boyle,.obferving well his time, took up a la 
of wondrous length and fharpnefs ; and as this pair 
friends compa<^ed flood dole fide to fide, he whet 
him to the right, and, with unufual force, darted 
weapon. Bentley faw his fate approach ; and flank 
down his arms clofe to his ribs, hoping to fave his 
dy ; in went the point, pafRng rhrough arm and fi 
nor ftopt, or fpent its force, till it had alfo pierced 
valiant Wotton ; who going to fuftain his dying frie 
(bared his fate. As when a fkilfui cook has trufle 
brace of woodcocks y he, with iron fl<ewer, pierces 
tender fides of both, their legs and wings clofe pinio 
to their ribs : fo was this pair of friends transfixed, 
down they fell, joined in their lives, joined in tl 

* This is alfo after the manner of Homer; the worn; 
getting a painful livelihood by fpinning, has nothing to 
with the firailitude^ nor would be cxcufabk without fiich 
authority. > 

Vid. Homer. 

deatf 
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dis ; Co doiely joined, that Charon would miflake 
m both for one, and waft them over Styx for hialf bis 
;. Farewely beloved, loving pair; few equals have 
1 left behind 5 and happy and immortal Ihalljrou be,*^ 
ill ray wit and eloquence can make you. 
And, now ****»♦♦ ♦ 
** * * *'* *♦# 

"* * * Defunt catera. 
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A Discourse concerning the h 

CHANICAL OpERATlOKof 

SPIRIT. 

In a Letter to a Friend. 
A FRAGMENT. 



The Bookseller 's Advertisemen' 

TH E following difconrfe came into my hands 
fe^ and entire. But there being feveraJ thin, 
it which the prefent age would not very well be? 
kept it by me feme years, refolving it (hould nevei 
the light. At length, by the advice and aHiftanc 
a judicious friend, I retrenched thofe parts that n 
give moft offence, and have now ventured to pu 
the remainder. Concerning the author, I am wl 
ignorant ; neither can I conje<flure, whether it be 
fame with that of the two foregoing pieces ; the o 
nal having been fent me at a different time, and in a 
ferent hand. The learned reader will better determ: 
to whofe judgment I entirely Aibmit it. 



J0rl 



iscouRSE concerning . tiie M^CBAHI- 
. OPliRATIOxN ot the . SJIRIT*.' 

H. Eff:\ at bis cbamhers in th tf«#S?wjf .,^ 
Beaux-E/prits in New EngUmL 

IR, 

s now a good while fincc I have, htd in. 1117 tod 
Mthing, not only, yory nwterjiJ, :.bot afaToltifiQiy 
eflary to my health, that the worid: ihooU'be in- 
in. For, to tell ypu a fecrety ( f'm able la clh- 
10 longer. Hqweyer, I have been pottiexed frr 
me, to refolve what would be the. mod proper 
) fend it abroad in. To which end, I bavejieea 
lays coarfing through WeftminIler-baiJ,apd.St« 
church-yardy aod Fleet-Qreet, to ^penMe tifksi 
o not find any which holds (o.geakmL. a vogde, 
of A letter to a friend. Notbinp; is more common 
meet withlpngcpUUet JKldccfle4 to perTonaaad 
where, at firft thinking, one.wooM b^apttoi* 
: it. not altogether So neoeflary or. convenient; 
, a neighbour at next door^ ^.mmitljnef^^ ^ !*■• 

lis difcourfe \% not aUogcsther ^ .^oal^ to thp lbnper»,t|io 
ts of it being omitted. /^J^etbcrj.tbje bo^Ufifier'f ' ^c* 
e true, that he clui^ft not' print the'reft,T iuioilir niit:" hor 
s it cafy to determine, whether hi niay be ieUed (dTm 
Tig he lays of this, or the former treatifesy oAly as 'to 
s they were writ In : which, however, appears mors 
e difcourfes themfclves, than his relation, 
di fcourfe is a fati re againA enthulUrmy and thofe affefie4 
ioos, which' conftantly begiA iii'follyy and very oftott 
7 ice. In this treatife, the author has revelled in too . 
lis a vein of fanafm : man jr. of YAi ideas are aifafcfRiSy '' 
re indecent, and others have an irfeliftpiui.tciidei|ey« 
he pieceicfelfe^ualtn:wit and hiimpvr, either to yte 
t Ttib, or Thi Battle ef^ the. Booffsl' 1 fliould conftantly 
«ther to prhife, than to arralgb any part of Sljrift's writ« 
>ut in thofe trads wHerC he tries to make us tulcafy with 
esy and unhappy in our prcfent exi(lnice^ tbert X mtlft 
m up entire^ to cenfure. Or^fffy% 
ppoied to be CoU.Hunbcr* 
L-L F . J«t 
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fedftrangery or a perfon of quality in the clouds ; aodthde 

'.upon rQbje<^s^ in appearance, the JcafI proper for con- 
veyance by the poft ; a$^ bng/cbemes in phiiojophyy iori 
4tnd laonderful myfleries of flat e^ Uborions dij/'ertations in 
.criticifm and philofophy^ advice to parliament s^ and the like. 
Now, Sir, to proceed after the method in prefcnt 
veart (for, let me fay what I wiJl to the contrary/ 1 
am afraid you will ptiblifh this letter ., as foon as ever it 
comes to your hand) : I defire you will be my witnefs to 
the world, howcarelcfs and fuddena fcrible it has been; 
that it w«s but yederday, when you and I began acciden- 
tally to fall into difcourfeon this matter ; that 1 was dot 
very well when we parted ; that the poli is in fuch hafte, 
I have had no manner of time to dige(t it into order, or 
correft the ftyle ; and if any other modern excufes, for 

iiade and negligence, (hall occur to you in reading, I 
beg you to infert them, faithfully promifing they (lull 

,be thanj^fuliy acknowledged. 

Pray, Sir, in your next letter to the Iroquois virtuofif 

Ao me the favour to preient my humble fervice to that 
illullrious body ; and alTure them, I fhall fend an ac- 

xount of thofe phanomcna^ as foon as we can determine 

4hem fit Grefham. 

I have not had a line from the literati of Tobinamboa 

thefe three lafl ordinacies. 

And now, Sir, having difpatched what I had to fay 

.of forms, or of bulinefs, let me in treat, you will fuller 

me to proceed upon my fubjedl; and to pardon me, if I 

make no further ufe of the epiilolary %le, till I come 

,to conclude. 



SECT. I. 

IT is recorded of Mahomet, that, upon a vifit he w»i 
going to pay in Paradife, he had an offer of fevcral 
4rehicles to condu^ him upwards ; as fiery chariots, 
ringed horfes, and celeflial fedans : but he rel^fed^hem 
all, and \iould be borne to heaven upon nothing but 
jiis^. Now, this inclination of Mahomet, as imgn- 
Jar as it feems, hath been fince taken up by a gr^at 
Qun^ber of devout Chrijlifins ; and doubtleft with very 
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od rcalbn* For fince that Arabian is known to hav^ 
rro\yed a moiety of his reJigious fyfteni from the Chri" 
in lakh, it'is butjufl he fhould pay reprifals to fuch 
would challenge them ; wherein the good people of 
gland; to do them all right, have not been back- 
rd. For though there is not any other nation in the 
rJd fo plentifully provided with carriages for that 
rney, either as to fafety or eafe ; yet there are abun-' 
ice of ITS, who' will not be fatisfied with any other 
:hiney befides this of Mahomet. 
^OT niy own part, I muft confcfs to bear a very fin- 
iT re(pcdl to this animal, by whom I take human na-' 

I to be moft' admirably held forth in all its qualities 
/ell as operations : and therefor^, whatever in my 

II reading occurs concerning this our fellow-crea- 
r, I do never fail to fei it down by way of common-- 
re ; and when I have occaiion to write upon human 
on, politfcs, eloquence, or knowledge, I lay my' 
orandums before me, and infert them with a wod*' 
u I facility of application. However, among' all the 
lifications afcribed to this diflinguifhed brute, by an- 
it or modern authors, I cannot' remember this ta-* 
: of bearing his rider to heaven, has been recorded 
a part of his charadler, except in the- two examples 
itloned already; therefore I conceive the methods- 
his art to be a point of ufeful knowledge in very few 
ds, and which the learned world would ghdly be bet- 
informed in : this is what I have undertaken to per-^ 
n in the following difcourfe. For towards the ope- 
nn already mentioned, many peculiar properties are" 
aired, both in the rUcr and the afs ; which 1 (hall 
eavour to fet in as clear a light as I can, 

lur, becaufe 1 am refolved, by all meansr, to avoid 
ng offence to any party whatever, I will" leave off 
ourfing fo clbfely to the letter as I' have hitherto' 
e, and go on for the future by way oF allegory, 
jgh in fuch a manner, that the judfcibus reader may, 
lOUt much draining, make his applications, as often' 
Jic (hall think fit. Therefore, if you pleafe, from 
cc forward, inftcad of the" term afs^ we fhall make 
oi gifted y or enlightened teacher ; and the word rider ^ 
will exchange for that o{ fanatic audltorjy or any o- 
P-2 ti«x 
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thcr denomination of the like import. Having Cct 
this weighty point, the great fbbjcft of inquiry be] 
us is, to examine, by what methods tbi) teacher arr: 
at his ^////, or fpirlt J or light ; and by what interco 
between him and his afTembly it is cultivated and 1 
ported. 

In all my writings I have had conftant regard 
this great end^ not to fuit and apply them to partie 
occanons and circuradances of time^ of place, or 
perfon ; but to calculate them for univerfal nati 
and mankind in general. And of fuch catholic u 
efleem this prefent difquifition : for I do not remcn 
»ny other temper of body, or* quality of mind, whc 
all nations and ages of the world have fo unanimo 
agreed, as that of ay2/«tf//V ftrain, or tinflure of en 
Jiafm : which, improved by certain perfbns or fbcie 
ol men, and by them pra^ifed npon the red, has ! 
able to produce revolutions of the greateft figure in 
fiory; as will foon appear to thofe who know 
thing of Arabia, Ferfia, India, x>r China, of Mor< 
and Peru. Farther, it has pofTefTed as great a powe 
the kingdom of knowledge, where it is hard to al 
one art or fcience, which has not annexed to it f 
fanatic branch : fuch are iht philofopher*s ffone^ thegi 
4tlixir*f the planetary worlds, the /quart ng of the cl 
the fummum honum, Utopian commonwealths, with f 
others of Icfs or fubprdinate note ; which all fcrve 
nothing clfe, bu| to employ or amufe this grain of 
thujiafmy dealt into every compofition. 

But if this plant has found a root in the fields of . 
p'lre and of Knowledge, it has fixed deeper, and fp: 
yet farther upon holy ground : wherein, though it 1 
paflcd under the general name of cnthufiafniy and perl 
arifen from the fame original ; yet hath it produced 
tain branches of a very different nature, however o 
miftakcn for each other. The word, in its univi 
acceptation, may be defined, A lifting up of the Joui 
its faculties ^ above matter. This defcription will 1 
jTOod in f^eneral : but I am only to underfland it aa 
yWA to religion ; wherein there are three general \ 

* Sonic wiiters hold them for the fame, others not. 
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pf fjtcuJattng the foal, or tranfporting It beyond the 
fphere of matten The firft is, the immediate a 61 of 
God, and h called prophecy or infpirat'ton. The fecond 
]Sj the immediate adt of the devil, and is termed pofef-- 
(ion. The third is, the produdl of natural caufes, the 
sffeft of ftrong imagination, fplcen, violent anger, fear, 
grief, pain, and the like. Thefe three have been 
ibundaatiy treated on by authors, and' therefore (hail 
DOt employ my inquiry. But the fourth method of 
religious enthufiafm^ or lanching out of the fonl, as it is 
parely an efted of artifice and wehanic operatioiiy has 
^Mxn fparingly handled, or not at all, by any writer ; 
becaufe, though it is an art of great antiquity, yet, ha- 
ving been confined to few perfons, it long wanted ihofc ' 
idvancements and refinements, which it afterwards mer-' 
vithy Unce it has grown ^o epidemic, and fallen into {a^ 
BDtny cultivating hands. 

It is therefore upon tins mechamcal operation of the- 
firit that I mean to treat, as it is ar prefent performed- 
by onr Britijb workmen, I (hall deliver to the reader' 
^ refaltof many judicious obfervations upon the mat- 
ter ; tracing,. as near as I can^ the whole courfeand: 
netbod of this trade; producing parallel inibnces, and' 
relating certain difcoveries that have luckily fallen ia* 
my way. 

I have (aid, that there is one bratrcH of religious en*' 
tbufiafm^ which is purely an effect of nature ; whereas • 
the part I mean to handle, is whoiiy an c£edl of art, 
which,. howeyer> is inclined tOAVork upon certain na-- 
fmet and conftitatibns, . more than others. Belidcsj there 
IS' many anr operation, which, inits original; was purely 
an artifice ; but, through a long fucceflion of ages, hjth 
grown to be natoral. Hippocrates tells us, that, a^ 
mong oar: aneedors the Scythians, there was a nation 
oalled Langhedds % which at firft bcgaD by a cu(h>m a* 
mongmidwives-aad nur(es,^f moulding, and fqueezing, 
and bracing -up the heads of infants > by which means, 
satare, fhVit out at one pa£age, was forced to feek an- 
other,- and, fibding roomal^ve,. (hot upuaids in the 
ftnn of a fugar-loaf; and being, diverted that way^ for 

MacrocephaU^ 

V 3 ^o^^ 
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»i»mc gt'nerations, at laft found it out of herfelf, n«J* 
ii)|T lio .iHillii ce from tue nurfe's hand. This was the 
original of the Scytliiati Longheads / and thas. did cu- 
ftoni. fro!i) being a fecond nature, proceed to beafirft- 
I'o all which there is fomething very analogous among 
us of this nation, who are the undoubted poflerity of 
that refinod people. For, in the age of our fathers, 
there ar<)fe a generation of men in this idand, called 
Koun.i-hcd.h* , whoferace is now fpread over three Iiing- 
doms ; yet, in its begin nifig, was merely an operation 
of jrt, produced by a pair of fcifTarSy a fquceze of the 
face, and a black cap. Thefe heads, thus formed into 
8 perfect fphere in all afTemblies, were moft expofed to 
the view of the female fort ; which did influence their 
conceptions fo effedlually, that Nature at lad took the 
hint, anddidit of herfelf; fo that a Round'head\iv^% been 
ever fince as familiar a fight among us, as a Long^beai 
among the Scythians. 

Upon thefe examples, and others eafy to produce, I 
deiire the curious reader to didinguilh, firft, between 
an efTedt grown from art into nature^ and one that is 
natural from its beginning ; fecondly, between an ef- 
{Q&. wholly natural, and one which has only a natural 
foundation, but where the fuperftruiShure is entirely ar- 
tiflcial. For the Hrfl and the lad of thefe, I underftand 
to come wfihin the diAri<fls of my fubjei5h And having 
obtained the(e allowances, they will (erve to- remove a* 
By obje(^rions that may be raifed hereafter againit what 
I fhall advance. 

The praditioners of this famous art proceed in ge- 
neral upon the following fundamental. That the c^r* 
raphon of thefenfes is the generation ofthefpirlt ; bccaufe 
tlie fcn(es in men are fo many avenues to the fort of 
reaforiy which in this operation is ^^ holly blocked opi 
All endeavours mud be therefore ufed, either to divcrty 
bind up, {lupify, fiuilcr, and amufe thcfsH/is, or elA 

^ The Fanatics, in the tIiT>e of Charles- 1, ignorantly appIjo> 
Ing the text, Tehni'u that it is a Jbame for men to bmve /mpMift 
cut theirs very ibort. It is faid, that the Queen, occc focinj 
Pym,a cttuhraitd Patriot, thus cropped, inqutred who thatroirw* 
hr tided vi\wT\ was; and that from this incident, tlie diflinflion be- 
€:uue (^cnenU^ aud the party were called KsuMd^adt,. JianrieC 
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to}u(Ue them out of their (iations ; and while they are 
either abfent, or otherwife employed, or engaged in st. 
civil war againft each other^ ih^fpirU enters, and per- 
fibrins its part. 

Now, the ufual methods of managing the fenfes up- 
on fuch conjunftures, are what I (hall be very particu- 
lar in delivering, as far as it is lawful for me to do ;, 
but having bad the honour to be initiated into the my- 
fieries of every fociety, I defire ta be excufed from di-- 
valging any rites^ wherein the profane muil have no- 
part. 

But here, before I can proceed farther, a very dan* 
gerous objciftion mutt, if poflible, be removed^ For it 
is pofitively denied by certain critics, that the /pint 
can by any means be introduced into an ailerably of 
modem faints ; the difparity being fo greats in many, 
material circumdanees, between the primitive way of in* 
Ipiration^ and. that which is pradtifed in the pr«fent age*. 
This they pretend to prove from the 2d chapter of the- 
^^Sy where, comparing both, it appears, firfV, that 
the apoftles were gathei'ed together with one accord in one, 
fiace J by which is meant an univerfal agreement in opi- 
nion and form of worfhip ; a harmony, fay they, fo. 
Eur from bemg found between any two conventicles a- 
Biong us,, that it is in vain to exped it between any; 
two heads in the fame. Secondly, The ^irit inflruft- 
ed the apoftles in the gift of fpeaking feveral languages ; 
a knowledge fo remote from our dealers in this i^rt, that 
they neither underftand propriety of words, or phrafesj^ 
in their own. Laftly, fay ihefe obje(5lors. The niodera 
artifts do utterly exclude all approaches of the Jpiritf 
and bar up its ancient way of entering, by covering 
themfelves fo clofe,. and fo induftrioufly a-top. ¥ox 
they will needs have It as a point clearly gained, that 
the cloven tongues never ikt upoa. the apoftles heads^ 
vbile their hats were on.. 

Now, the force of thefe objc^rons feems to conCfl 
in the different acceptation of the word /pirit ;. which 
if it be underftood for a fupernatural adiftance, ap* 
preaching from without, the objedlors have reafon, and 
their ailertions may be allowed : but the fpirit^ we treat 
jpf bere^ proceeding endrely Ccom within^ the argu« 
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oC gccaicfk goodne/sy and ahUity to help them;, x 
perhaps wUl take in the brightefl attributes afcrib 
the diyinity. Others again inform us, that thofe 
laters adore two pr'wciples ; the principle of goody anc 
ot evil : which indeed I am apt to look upon a 
mod univerfal notion that mankind, by the mere 
of nature, ever entertained of things invifible. 
this idea hath been mana^d by the Indians and us 
uicb what advantage to the underflandings of c 
may well deferve to be examined* To me the dtfiTe 
appears little more than this, that they arc put ( 
upon their knees by their fears^ and wc by our de 
that the former fet them a prayitig^ and us a ch 
What I applaud them for,- is their difcretion in lir 
their devotions and their deities to their feveral did 
norcvep fufTering. the liturgy of the itn&i/e god^ to 
or to interfere with that of the black. Not fo wit 
ivhoy pretending^ by the lines and meafares of ou 
ion, to extend the dominion of one invidble p 
And contract that of the other, have difcovered a 
Ignorance in the natures of good and evil, and mol 
ribly confounded the frontiers of both. After men 
lifted up the throne of their Oivmity to the caelum 
raum, adorned with all fuch qualities and Ibcon 
ments as tbemfelves feem molt to value and pc 
after they have funk their principle of evil to the 
centre, bound him with chains^, loaded him with < 
fuirnifbed him with viler difpofitions than-- any rd 
of the town, accoutred him with tail, and hornj 
huge claws, and fauccr eyes ; I laugh aloud to re< 
reafoners at the tame time engaged in wife difp 
bout certain walks and purlieu?, whether they 
the verge of God or the devil ; ferioufly debating, 
ther fuch and fuch influences come into mens 
from above or below, whether certain pafBons a 
fedtions are guided by the evil fpirit or the good. 

D urn fas at que nefds exiguofine libidinum 
Difcernunt avid/ 

Thus do men eftabliftia fellowlhip ofChrifl with . 
and fuch is the analogy they make between 
tanj^ues and cloven feet. Of- the like nature is the. i 
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rion before us. It hath continued thefe hundred years 
1 even debate, whether the deportment and the cant 
f our Englifh enthufiaftic preachers were pojfeffion or 
fpirathtt; and a worJd of argument has been drained on 
tJier fide, perhaps to little purpofe. For I think it is 
I Ufa as in tragedy^ where it is held a convi<5lIon of great 
jfcift, both in order and invention, to interpofe the 
liltance oi preteri^tural power, without an abfolutc 
id laft necei&ty. However, it is a flietch of human 
inity^ for every individual to imagine the whole uni- 
arfe is intercfted in his meaneft concern. If he hath 
>t cleanly over a kennel^ fome angel unfeen defcended 
D purpofe to help him by the hand ; if he hath knock- 
1 his head againir a poft, it was the devil, for his fins, 
t loofe from hell on purpofe to buffet him. Who, 
lat £te% a little paultry mortal droning, and dream- 
ig, and drivelling to a multitude, can think it agree- 
>ie to common good fenfe, that either heaven or hell 
lould be put CO the trouble of influence or infpe(5^ion 
pen what he is about ? Therefore I am refolved im- 
lediately to weed this error out of mankind, by ma- 
ing it clear, that this myllery of vending fpiritual gifts 
; nothing but a tradcy acquired by as much indru^ion, 
ad maftered by equal pradice and application, as o- 
icrs ve. This will belt appear by delcribing and de- 
ucing the whole procefs of the operation, as varioufly 
I it bath fallen iinder my knowledge or experience. 

#«»«#*« Here the v)holefcheme^f 

t *«#>»## # jp'tritual mechanifm was dc 

' ***#»#* liuced and explained, with 

#♦»♦♦♦# an appearance of great read' 

r #####* # ing and obfervation i but it 

fc *«**«« « was thought neither fafe rmr 

^ ♦#»##» ♦ convenient to print it. 

► ♦##*♦**#**♦*** 
Here it may not be amifs to add a few words upon 
lie laadable pra<5tice of wearing quilted caps ; which is 
HOC a maner of mere cuftom, humour, or fafhion, as 
bme ¥roiikl preteod. b«t an inftitntion of great fagaei- 

^1 
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ty and ufe. Thefe, when moiftened with fweat^ ftop i 
pcrfpiration ; and, by reverberating the heat, preve 
the fpirit from evaporating any way but at the mout^ 
even as a (kilful houfewife, that covers her (llU with 
wet clout for the fame rcafon^ and finds the fame( 
fei^. For it is the opnion of choice virtuofi^ that t 
brain is only a croud of little animals, but with tee 
and claws extremely (harp, and therefore cling to{ 
thcr in the contexture wc behold, like the oidure 
Hobbes^s Leviathatty or lik-c bees in perpendicular fwai 
upon a tree, or like a carrion corrupted into vermi 
ftill preferving the (hape and figure ot the mother ai 
roal: That ail invention is formed by the morfure 
two or more of thcfc animals, upon certain capilla 
nerves, which proceed from thence ; whereof thi 
branches fprcad into the tongue, and two into the ri| 
hand. They hold alfo, that thefe animals are ol 
conftitution extremely cold; that their food is the ; 
we attraifl, their excrement phlegm ; and that what ' 
vulgarly call rheums, and colds, and diftillations, is r. 
thing elfe but an epidemical loofeneis, to which tl 
little commonwealth is very fubje^, from the clime 
it lies under: Farther, that nothing lefs than a vi 
ien{ heat can difintangle thefe creatures from their 1: 
mated (lation of life, or give them vigour and humo 
to imprint the marks of their little, teeth : That if t 
morfure be hexagonal, it produces poetry ; the circa 
■ gives eloquence ; if the bite hath been conical, the pc 
Ion whofe nerve is fo afTe^ed, Hiall be difpofed to wr 
Vpon politics; and fo of the reft. 

I (hall now difcourfe briefly, by what kind of pra<fli( 
the voice is bed governed, towards the compofition a 
improvement of the /pirit f for without a compete 
fkill in tuning and toning each word, and fyllable, a 
letter, to their due cadence^ the whole operaiion is.i 
complete, miSks entirely of its effect on the hearers, a 
puts the workman himfelf to continual pains for n( 
iupplies without (uccefis. For it is to be underftoc 
that, in the language of the fpirit, cant, and tironing fu 

ey the place oifenfc and reafony in the language ofmei 
icaufe, in fpiritual haranguJKs, the diipofition of t 
words according to the art ofj gramouur hath no^ t 

Ic 
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eaft ufe, but the (kill and influence wholly lie in the 
rhoice and cadence of the fyllables ; even as a difcreet 
Qmpofery who, in fetting a fong, changes the words and 
)rder fo often^ that he is forced to niaJke it nonfenfcy be- 
ore he can make it mufic. For this reafbn it hath been 
leld by fome^ that the art of canting is ever in greateft 
«rfe(5lion, when managed by ignorance ; which is 
bought to be enigmatically meant by Plutarch, when 
te tells us, that the bcft mutical inftr^unents were made 
rom the bones of an afs. And the profounder critics 
pen that paHage are of opinion, the word, in its ge- 
aine fignification, means no other than a jaw-bone : 
fiough ioine rather think it to have been the os factum, 
tat in fo nice a cafe, I (hall not take upon me to decide ; 
tie curious are at liberty to pick from it whatever thev 
Icafe. 

The £rft ingredient towards the art of canting, ^is a 
Dmpetent (hare of inward light ; that is to fay, a large 
lemory, plentifully fraught with theological poly(yU 
ibles, and myfterious texts from holy writ, applied and 
igefted bv tho(e methods and mechanical operations 
Iready related ; the bearers of rhis light relembling 
mternsy compa<5l of leaves from old Geneva Bibles ; 
'hich invention. Sir. Humphry Edwin, during his 
layoralty, of happy memory, highly approved and ad- 
anced ; affirming the fcripture to be now fulfilled, 
■here it fays, Thy word is a lantern to ny feet^ a^id a 
ght to my paths. 

Now, the art of canting conGfts in (kilfully adapting 
le voice to whatever words the fpirit delivers, that cnch 
lay (Irike the cars of the audience with its mod (igniH- 
int cadence. The force or energy of this eloquence is 
ot to be found, as among ancient orators, in the dif» 
oGtion of words to a fentence, or the turning of lo'.ig 
nricxis ; but, agreeable to the modern refinements in mu« 
c, is taken up wholly in dwelling and dilating upon 
rliables and letters. Thus, it is frequent for a fingle 
fwel to draw fighs from a multitude ; and for a whole 
flembly of faints, to fob to the mufic of one folitary //• 
«V. But thefe are trifles, when even founds inarticu- 
tte, are obferved to produce as forcible efferts. A ma- 
er- workman (hall blow h^s nofe fo powerfully ^ as to 

Vol.. I. Q! Ijvac^ 
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fierce the hearts of his people, who are difpofcd to re- 
ceive the excrements of his brain, with the fame reverence 
as the ifue of it. Hawicirig, fpitting, and belching, 
the defefts of otlier mens rhetoric, are the flowers, ami 
figures, and ornaments of his. For, the fpirit being 
the fame in all, it is of no import tlirough what vehicle 
it is conveyed. 

It is a point of too much difficulty, to draw the prin- 
.ciples of this famous art within the compafs of certain 
«dequate riiles. However, perhaps I may one day oblige 
the world with my critical cfTay upon the art of canting^ 
philo/ophicaily, p.by/Ica/fy, and mupcally con/idered. 

But, among all improvements of the fpirit wherein 
the voice hath borne a part, there is none to be compar- 
,-«d with that of conveying the found through the noje^ 
^hich, under the denomination o^fnufflitig *, hath paflcd 
with fo great applaufe in the world. The originals of 
this inftitution are very dark ; but having been initiated 
into the myftery of it, and leave being' given me to pn- 
blifh it to the world, I fhali deliver as dired a relation 
as lean. 

This art, like many other famoas inventions, owed 
its birth, or at lead improvement and perfe<5lion, to an 
efFeft of chance ; but was ertablifhed upon folid reafons» 
and hath flourifhcd In this ifland ever fincc, with great 
luftre. All agree, that it firft appeared upon the decay 
and difcouragement of ^dr^/»//»<-/, which, having long fuf- 
fercd under the mortal hatred of the hrethretty tottered 
for a time, and at laft fell with monarchy. The ftoiy 
is thus related. 

As yet fnuffling was not ; when the following adven^ 
ture happened to a Banbury faint. Upon a certain day, 
while he was for engaged among the tabernacles of the 
vjickedy he felt the outward man put into odd commo- 
tions, and ftrangely pricked forward by the inward.: v 
An effeft very ufual among the modern infpired. For 
fome think, that t\\t fpirit is apt to feed on tht flejb, like 
hungry wines upon raw beef Others rather believC; ;■ 
.there is a perpetual game at leap-frog between both; ^ 

,* The fnuffling of men, who have loft their nofcs by Icwd 
■courfes, is faid to have given rife to thai tone, which our Di^ 
.fcutc^s did too much affcl^t, W» J^otton, 

txA 
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and fometimes the fiejh is uppemioft, and fometimes the 
/plrtt \ addingi that the former, while it Is in the (late of 
a rider y wears huge Rippon fpurs, and, when it comes to 
the turn of being bearer y i&- wonderfully head-drong and 
hard-mouthed. However it came about, the yj/'/i/ fclf 
his t;^/ full extended in every parr, (a very natural ef-' 
fi:fl of (Irong tnfpiraUon) ; and the place and time falling, 
out fb unluckily, that he could not have the convenience 
of evacuating upw;irds, by repetition, -prayer, or leiflurc^ 
be was forced to open an inferior vent. In ihort, he 
vrcftled with the fle(h fo long, that he at length fubdued 
it, coming off with honourable wounds all befire. The 
furgeon had now cured the parts primarily affedled ; but 
the difeafe, driven from its pofi, flew up into his head : 
uid as a skilful general, valiantly attacked in his trenches^ 
ind beaten from the field, by flying marches withdraws to - 
the capital city,, breaking, down the bridges to prevent 
nurfiiit ; fo the difeafe, repelled from its flrft {la(4on, fled 
lefbre the rcl of ilermes, to^he upper region > there for- 
ifyjog itielf ;.but, finding the foe making attacks at the 
^fcy broke down the bridge y and retired to the head* 
[liar ten* Now, the oaturalifts oblerve, that there is id 
iuman nofes an idiojyncracyj by virtue of which, the more 
he paflage is obftru^cd, the more our fpeech delights to 
p Uirough, as the mufic of a flagcUet is made by ihtflops^ 
Vy this method, the twang of the nofe becomes perfed^ly 

reietnble the fnuffle of a bagpipe, and is found to be 
qaally attractive of BritiHi ears ; whereof the faint had 
odden experience, by pradliCng his new faculty with won- 
lerful fuccefs in the operation of the fp'trtt : for, in a 
hort time, no dodlrine pafTeJ for (bund and orthodox, 
lolefs it were delivered through the nofe. Straight, every 
pallor copied after this original ; and thole who could not 
atherwiie arrive to a pcrfe^ion, fpirited by a noble zeal, 
onade ale of the fame experiment to acquire it. So that, 

1 think, it may be truly affirmed^ the faints owe their 
empire to the Jhuffling of one animal, as Darius^ did his 
to the neighing of another ; and both ftratagems were per- 
brmed by thjc fame art ; for we read how the Perfian heajl 
icquired his faculty by covering a mare the day before. 

* tierodot. 
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I fhoLild now have done, if 1 were not convinced, that 
whatever I have yet advanced upon this fubjeA^ is liable 
to great exception. For, allowing all I have faid to be 
true, it may iVill be juftly objeAed, That there is, in the 
commonwealth of artificial enthufiafm^ fome real founda- 
tion for art to work upon in the temper and complexion 
of individuals, which other mortals fccm to want. 
Obfcrvc but the gelhire, the motion, and the countenance 
of {ciViMi choice profedbrs,. though in tfadr moft familiar 
actions, you will find them of a different race from the 
ved of human creatures. Remark your commoneft pre- 
tender to a light wit /fin, how dark, and dirty, and 
gloomy he is without : as lanterns, which the more light 
they bear in their bodies, cafl out fb much the more 
ibot, and fmoke, and fuliginous matter to adhere to the 
fides. Liden but to their ordinary talk, and look on 
the mouth that delivers it ; you will imagine you are 
hearing Tome ancient oracle, and your underftanding will 
be equally informed. Upon thefe, and the like taifbns, 
certain objcAors pretend to put it beyond all doubt, 
that there mu(l be a fort of preternatural jpirit poficlEng 
the heads of the modem faints ; and feme will have It 
to be the heat of zeal, working upon the dregs of igno* 
nncr, as oxhcr /pirits are produced from Tees by the 
force of fire. Some again think, that when our earthly 
tjbcrnacles arc ciifordered and defolate, fhaken and ont 
of repair, the fpirit delights to dwell' within them ; as 
houfcs are faid to be haunted^ when they are fbrfaken 
and gone to decay. 

To fet this matter in as fair a light as poHible, I (hall 
h^re very briefly deduce the hiftory oi'FimaticiJfn from the 
nr-^ft early ages to the prefent. And if we are able to- 
fix upon any one material or fundamental point, wherein 
the chief profefTors have univcrfally agreed, 1 think we 
may reafonably lay hold on that, ^nd afEgn it for the 
great feed or principle of the //>irit» 

The moft early traces we meet with of Fanatics in 
ancient ftorv, are among the iiigyptians, who inftitnted 
thofe rites kr.own in Greece by the names of Orgia,^ 
Pdjtejryresy and Dicnyjla ; whether introduced there by 
Orpheus or Mclampus, we fhall not difpute at prefent^ 
nor; in all likelihood; at any tune for the future. Thefe 

feafta 
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kaSks were celebrated to the honour of Oftris, whom 
tbe Grecians called DionyftuSy and is the fame with 
Bacchus *. Which has betrayed feme fupcrficial readers 
to imagine, that the whole bufinefs was nothing more 
than a fet of roaring, fcouring companions, overcharged 
with wine. But this is a fcandalous midake, foided on 
the world by a fort of modern authors, who have too 
KiertU aa underdanding ; and, becaufe antiquity is to be 
traced backwardsy do therefore, like Jews, begin their 
books at the wrong^end, as if learning were a fort of 
fotfjuring. Theie are the men who pretend to undcrfland 
■ book bylbouting through the incffx : as if a trav Her 
fliould go about to defcribe a palace^ when he had ken 
nothing but the privj^ ; or like certain fortune-tellers in 
Northern America, who have a way of reading a man's 
deftiny by peeping into his breech. For, at the time of 
inditnting thefe myfteries, f there was not one vine jn 
ill iKgypt, the natives drinking nothing, but ale\ vi'hi^li 
liquor leems to have been far more ancient than winp. 
ind lias the honour of owing its invention and progrefs, 
not only to the Egyptian Oiiris % , but to the Grecian 
Bncchas ; who, in their famous expedition, carried the 
peceipt of it along with them, and gave it to the natiops 
they vifited or fubdued. .Befides, -Bacchus himfelf was 
rery feldom or never drunk \ for it is recorded of him, 
that be was the firft inventor of the mitre f| ; which he 
wore continually on his head, (as the whole company jof 
Bacchanals did), to prevent vapours and the ireai-ach af- 
ter hard drinking. And for this reafon, fay fome, the 
fcdrlet whore ^ when ihe makes the kings of the earth 
drunk with her cup of abomination, is always (bber her- 
fdf, though (he never balks the gLifs in her turn, being, 
it fcenis, kept upon her legs by the virtue of her trip'e 
mitre. Now, thefe feafts ti'ere inftituicd in imitation .of 
the famous expedition Ollris made, through the world, 
and of the company that attended him, whereof the 
bacchanalian ceremonies ** were fo many types and fym- 

^ Died. Sic. ]. I. riut. (Ic lilde etOilridc, 

t Herod. 1. 2. 

\ Diod.Sic. 1. r. & 2. 

t Id. 1.4. 

^^ £ccthc pariicularsiaDiod. Sic. 1. i. & 3, 

QL.3 ^^^^^- 
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bols. From which account it is manifeft, thit ' 
tic rites of the(e Bacchanals cannot be impai 
toxications by wine, bat maft needs have had 
foandation. What this was, we may gather h 
from certain circomftances in the courie of th> 
lies. For, in tbe firfl place, there was in the! 
lions, an entire mixture and eonfiifion of fexi 
ftffeded to ramble about hills and deferts : tbeii 
were of ivy and vine^ emblems of cleaving a 
ing ; or of fir^ the parent of turfentiwe. It 
that they imitated fat^Sy were attended by g 
fode upon ajfes^ all companions of great (kill i 
tice in affairs of gallantry. They bore for thei 
certain carioas figures, perched upon long po 
into the (hape and fize c»f the virga genitalis 
cpfurtenances ; which were fo many fhadows 
blems of the whole my fiery, as well as trophii 
by the female con^erors. Laftly, in a certain 
Attica, the whole folemnity^ ftripped of all its 
was performed in puris naturalilus s the vot 
flying in covies, but (brted into couples. \ 
snay be farther conjedlared from the death of 
one of the inftitators of thefe myfteries ; wha 
in pieces by women, becaufe he refilled to co> 
his orgies f to them ^ which others explained 
ing us, he had caftrated himielf upon grief, foi 
of hit wife. 

Omitting many others of lefs note, tbe next 
we meet with of'^any eminence, were the nume 
^f heretics^ appearing in the five firft centuries of 
Jiian aray from Simon Magus and his foilr 
ihofe of Eutycbes. I have colle^ed their lj{k 
infinite reading ; and comparing them with thoi 
fucccfibrs in the feverai ages fincc, I find ther 
tain bounds let even to tbe irregularrty oi 
thought, and thofe a great deal narrower that 
Bionly apprehended. For as they ail frequent 
fere, even in their wildell ravings ; fo there is 
damental point, wherein tlley ace fiire to meet 

• DionyHa Brauronia. 
\ \ Vid. Phottum, in exccrptis c Cononei 
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m It centre^ and that is, the e<mmunity of women. Great 
were their folicitudes in this matter; and they never 
failed of certain articles is thek fchemes of worfliip, on 
pnrpofe to efiabli(h it. 

The laft Fanatics of note, were thofc which ftartcd 
up in Germany^ a little after the reformation of Luther ; 
fpringin^, as Tnujbrooms Afyzx xkkc end of a barveft. Such 
were Joha of Leyden, David George, Adam Neufier, 
and many others ; whofe vifions and revelations always 
terminated in leading about haif a dozen fifters a^piece^ 
and Budung that prance a fiindimental part of their fyf- 
tem. For human life is a continual navigation ; and if 
we expcd our vefels to pafs witbfafety,, through the waves 
and tempefts of this flu&uatiag world ; it is necef^ry to 
make a good proviilon of ^t ftefi^ as feamen lay iq. 
fiore of beef for a long voyage. 

Now, firom this brief furvey of fome principal feds a- ~ 
mong the Fanatics in all ages, (having omitted the Ma* 
hornet ens and o<thefS> who might alfo help to confirm 
tlie argument lam about) ; to which I might add feveral 
among ourfelves, fuch as the family of love^ /weet fingers 
ef Ifraely and the like; and fi^m reiledting upon that 
fiindamental point in thek dodrines,. atK)ut women, 
wherein they have fo unanimou% agreed; 1 am. apt to 
imagine, that the feed- or principle whkh has ever put 
men upon viftons in things invifible^ is of a corporeal 
nature. For the profounder chymifts inform us> that the 
ftroQgefl fpirits may be extrafted from bwnanfle/h, Be- 
fides^ the fpinal marrow,, being nothing elfe but a con- 
tinuation of the bfain, muft needs create a very free 
oommunication between the fuporior faculties and thofe 
below t and thus the thorn in thefle/h^ ferves for a fpur 
to the ypirit. I think it is agreed among phy(kians,. 
that nothing affeifls the head fo much, as a tentiginoHs 
humour, repelled and elated to the upper region, found 
by daily practice to run frequently up into madnefs. A 
very eminent member of the faculty allured me, that 
when the Quakers firft appeared, he feldom was without 
fi>me female patients among them,, for the furor 
Perfons of a vifionary devotion,., either nien or women, 
are, in their complexion, of all others, the moft am^- 
. SOUS. For zeal is frcc][uently kindled from the fame fpark 
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with other fires, tind firom inBaming brotherly Ioyc 
will proceed to raife that of m'. gallant. If .we infpe^ 
into the ufual proceis of modern coiirtihip, we (hall fini 
it to confift in a devout turn of the eye»^ called ogling 
mn artificial form of canting and whining, by rote, ever 
interval, for want of other matter, made up with 
ihrug, or a ham ; a figh, or a groan ;: the flyle coir 
ptA of infignificant words, incoherences; and rcpeti 
tions, Thefe 1 take to be the mo(t accompli (hed rule 
of addrels to a miftrefs ; and where are. thefe perforrae 
with more dexterity^ thaa by the faints? Nay, i 
bring this argument yet clofer, I have been informed b 
certain (anguine brethren of the firft clafs,. that in th 
height and orgafmus of their fpiritiial exercife, it hi 
been frequent with them * * * *i. * * • jmm« 
d lately after which, they found the fpirh to relax^ aA 
flag of a fudden with the nerves, and they were force 
to haften to a concluiion. This may befimher Arer.gth 
ened, by obferving with wonder, how unaccountably a 
ignnales are attra<5led by viOooary or enthufiaftic preaci 
ers, though never fo contemptible in their outward mien 
which is ufually fuppofed to be done upon confiden 
tions purely fpiritual, without any carnal regards at al 
But I have reafbn to think, the fex h&th certain ch: 
ra(5leri(Hc8, by which they form a truer judgment of hi 
man abilities and performings^ than we ourfelves ca 
poffibly do of each othev. Let that be as it will, thu 
much is certain, that however fpiritual intrigues bcgir 
they generally conclude like all others ; they ma 
branch upwards towards heaven, but the root is in th 
earth. Too intenfe a contemplation is not the biifine/ 
of flefh and blood ; it muft, by the necelfary courfe c 
things, in a little time, let go its hold, and f^ll into mat 
ter. Lovers, for the fake of ccleftial converfc, art bu 
another fort of Platonics, who pretend to iee ftar; 
and heaven in ladles eyes,^ and to look or thilik no lon- 
er ; but the fame pit is provided for borii. And the} 
feem a perfeft moral to the ftory of that philofopber, 
who, while his thoughts and eyes were fixed upon tbe 
. cmftillationsy found himfelf feduced by his lower farts 
into a ditclh. 

3 
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I had fomcwhat nK>re to fay upon tWs P«" ofj^* 
fcbjea ; but the poft U juft going, ^»rhich force, me Ift- 
great haftc to conclude, 

praj burn this j j^ 

letter asfoon " * 

as it comes to 
jour hands, - ^ourSf &c. 
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An-* Argument to prove, that "the a bo 
LisHiNG of Christianity in Eng 
L A N D> may, as things now (land, be at 
tended with (bme inconveniencies, and pei 
haps not produce thofe many good eSk& 
propofed thereby*. 

Written in the year 1708. 

IAm very fenfilje, what a weaknefs and preToni] 
tion it is, to reafon againll the general hnmour ax 
difpofition of the world*. I remember it was wi 
great juftice, and a due regard to the freedom, botfa* 
the public and the prefs, forbidden, upon fevere pens 
ties, to write, or difcoarle, or lay wagers againft t 
wuo/t, evenbefore it was confirmed by parliament; becat 
that was looked upon as a defign^to oppofe the current 
the people ; which, befides the folly of it, is a manif 
'tfreach of the fundamental law, that makes this major 
of opinion, the voice of God. In like manner, and 1 
the very fame reafons^ it may perhaps be.neither fafe t 

* Tti tajumem i^mnfl aboGJkiMg- Cbnfliadiyt is carried 
with the hlgheft wit and humour. Graver divines threa 
their readers with future puniAiments : Swift artfully ezhil 
a pidore of prefent ihame. He judged rightly in ima^oi 
that a fmail treatife written with a fpirit of mirth and freed( 
muft be more efficacious, than long lermons, or laborious 1 
foni of morality. He endeavours to laugh us into religion ; v 
knowing, that we are often laughed out of it. Orrery, 

The argument, &c. is the mod delicate, refined, complc 
unvaried piece of irony, from the begisining to the end, >t\ 
ever was written fincc the creation of the world. And wi 
out difpute, if in the works of man there can be fuppofed i 
fuch thing as real perfeftion, we muft allow it to confiO 
thofe amazing pfodudions of wit and humour, which in 
probability can never be excelled by any effort of genius, ] 
beyond which it is impoflible to frame any critical or difti 
idea of the human faculties.— -—With what egregious contei 
and ridicule doth he, in this piece, expofe the abfuidity 
thofe wretches^ who are the. patrons and abettors of Tice 
Irrcligion? Svfift. 

prud 
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pradent to argue againft the abolifliing of Chrldianity^ 
m a junAore when all parties appear fo unaniniouny de- 
termined upon the point ; as we cannot but allow from 
their anions, their difcourfes, and their writings. How- 
ever^ I know not how, whether from the afie^ation of 
fingalarity^ or the perverfenefs of human nature ; but fo 
it unhappily falls out, that 1 cannot be entirely of this o- 
pinion. . Nay, though I were fure an order were iifued 
for my immediate profecution by the Attorney-General, I 
fhould dill confefs, that, in the prefent pofture of our af- 
fairs at home or abroad, J do not yet fee the abfolute ne« 
celfity of extirpating the Chriftian religion from among us. 
This perhaps may appear too great a paradox, even 
for our wife and paradoxical age to endure : therefore 
I fliall handle it with all tendernefs, and with the utmoft 
deference to that great and profound majority, which is 
of another fentiment. 

And yet the curious may pleafe to obferve, how much 
the genius of a nation is liable to alter in half an age. 
I have heard it affirmed for certain, by fome very old 
people, that the contrary opinion was, even in their 
memories, as much in vogue as the other is now ; and 
that a projedt for the abolifhing of Chriflianity, would 
then have appeared as lingular, and been thought as ab* 
fordy as it would be at this time to write or difcourfe in 
its defence. 

Therefore I freely own, that all appearances are againft 
mc. The fyftera of the gofpel, after the fate of other 
fyftcms, is generally antiquated and exploded ; and the 
mafs or bc^y of the common people, among whom it 
leems to have had its lateft credit, are now grown a« 
tnoch afhamed of it as their betters ; opinions, like fa* 
fhions, always defcending from thofe or quality to the 
middle fort, and thence to the vulgar, where at length 
they are dropped, and vanifli. 

Bat here I would not be miftaken ; and mud there- 
lore be fo bold as to torrow a diftindion from the wri- 
ters on the other fide, when they make a difference be* 
tween nominal and real Trimtarians. I hope no readec 
imagines me fo weak to (bnd up in the defence of real 
Chriftianity, fuch as ufed in primitive times (if we 
may believe the authors of thok ages) to have an in- 
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fluence upon mens belief and aif^ions. To o0*er at the 
refloring of that, would indeed be a wild projedl : it 
would be to dig up foundations ; to deflroy at one blow j. 
all the mt, and half the learning of the kingdom ; t» : 
break the entire frame and conflitution of things ; to ruia 
trade, extinguifh arts and fciences, with the profelTon : 
o^ them ; in (hort, to turn our courts, exchanges, and . 
Ihops into defcrts: and would be full as abfard as the . 
propofal of Horace, where he advifes the Romans, aU : 
in a body, to leave their city, and feck a new (eat in •. 
fome remote part of the worlds by way of cure for the z 
corruption of their manners. 

Therefore, I think this caution was in itfelf ako- :: 
gether unncccfTary, (which I have inferted only to pre- : 
vent all . poffibility of cavilling) ; fince every candid t 
reader will cafily underfland my difcourfe to be intended : 
only in defence of nominal Chriftianity ; the other hav- 
ing been for fome time wholly laid dide by general con- .^ 
fent, as utterly inconfiilent with our preient fcheraes ef ^ 
wealth and power. ■-* 

But why we fhould therefore call off the name and :: 
title of Chridians, although the general opinion and - 
refolmion be fo violent for it, I confefa I cannot (with :r 
fubmiffion) apprehend, nor is the confequence nccef- 
fary. However, fince the undertakers propofe fuch ^ 
wonderful advantages to the nation by this projed^, and ^^ 
advance many plaufible objedions againfl the fyflem of t 
Chriftianity ; I (hall briefly confider the (Irength of both, : 
fairly allow them their greateft weight, and o(rer fuch 

anfwers as I think molt reafonable. After which I will 

beg leave to (hew, what inconveniencies mzy pof^blj ^ 
happen, by fuch an innovation, in the prefent pofture of 
t>ur affairs. -^e 

Firft, One great advantage propofed by the abolilhiog ^ ■- 
of Chriftianity is, That it would very much enlarge and >.- 
cfhiblifh liberty of confcience^ that great bulwark of 
our nation, and of the Proteftant religion ; which is - 
flill too much limited by priedcraft, notwithdaoding jr 
all the I'good intentions of the legidature ; as we have -: 
lately found by a fevere indance. For it is confidently li 
reported, that two young gentlemen, of real hope;, c 
bright wit; and profound judgment; who^ upon a tbo- :^^z 
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3i)gh examination of caufes and effe^s^ and by the 
lere force of natural abilities^ \iithout the lead tinc- 
ire of learnings having made a difcovery, that theit 
ras no God^ and generoufly commnnicating their 
tioughts for the good of the pnblic, were fome time 
go, by an unparalielkd (everity, and upon I know not 
/hat obfolete law, broke only for blafphemy. And, as it 
ath been wifely obfervcd, if perfecution once begins, 
.0 man alive knows how far it may readi, or where it 
/ill end. 

In anfwer to all which, with deference Jo wifer judg- 
lents, I think this rather (hews the necefllty of a no- 
linal religion among us. Great wits love to be free 
7tth the bigheft objects ; and, if they cannot be allowed 

God to revile or renounce, they will fpeak evil of 
^ignittes^ abule the government, and refleft upon the 
linidry ; which, 1 am fure, few will deny to be of much 
aore pernicious oonfequence ; according to the faying of 
Tiberius, Deorum offevfa diis cur a. As to the particular 
aft related, I think it is not fair to argue from one in- 
ionce 4 perhaps another cannot be produced ; yet (to 
be comfort of all thofe who may be apprehenfive of 
>erfocution) blafphemy, we know, is freely fpoken a 
nillion of times in every cofFeehoufe and tavern, or 
vbercvcr elfe good company meet. It muft be allowed 
ndeed, that to break an EnglrOi free-born officer only 
or bUfphemy, was, to ipeak the gentled of fuch an 
iftion, a very high drain of abfolute power. Little 
an be faid in excufe for the General. Perhaps he was 
ifraid it might give offence to the alKcs, among whom, 
•or aught we know, it may be the cuflom of thecouri- 
•jy te believe a i3od. But if he argued, as fome have 
ione, Bpon a midaken principle, that an officer who is 
^uihy ol fpeaking blafphemy, may, fome time or other, 
proceed (b far as to rjife a motiny ; the consequence is 
by no means to be admitted : for furely the commander 
of an Englidi army is like to be but ill obeyed, whofe 
Ibldiers fear and reverence him as Httle as they do a 
Deity. 

■It is further objefted againft the gofpel-fyflem. That 
k obliges naen to tfie belief of things too ditBcult for 
iireetbinkers, and fuch wiio have diakcn off the preju- 
VoL. I. R ^^^^ 
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by parliaments f Does any man cither believe, 
believes, or defirc to have it thought that he fi 
lieves, one fyilable of the matter i And is 
vrorfe received upon that fcore ; or does he fin< 
of nominal faith a difad vantage to him, in the 
any civil or military employment*? What if tj 
■old dormant ftatute or two againd him ? Are 
now obfolete, to a degree, that Empfon an 
themfelves, if they were now alive, would find 
fible to put them in execution ? 

It is likewife urged. That there are, * by con 
in this kingdom, above ten thoufand parfons ; 
venues, added to thofe of my Lords the Bifho] 
fuffice to maintain, at lead, two hundred your 
men of wit and pleafure, and free-thinking ; e 
prieftcraft, narrow principles, pedantry, and 
-ces ; who might be an ornament to the court ai 
and then again, fojgreat a number of able Qbo 
vines, might be a recruit to our fleet and arniic 
indeed, appears to be a confideration of fom 
But then, on the other fide, feverai things d 
be confidercd likewife : As, firft, whether it m; 
thought nccelTary, that in certain tra<5l8 of 
like what we call parifhes, there (hould be Ofh 
.'lead, of abilities to read and write. Then ii 
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ooghoQC this iflam}/ would be large enough to main* 
a two hundred young gentlemen, or even half that 
nber, after the prefent refined way of living: that is,- 
lUow each of them fuch a rent, as, in the modern form 
fpeech, would make them eafy. But ftill there is ia> 
B projedl a greater mifchief behind ; and we ought to 
me of the woman's folly, who killed the hen that 
Ty morning laid her a golden egg. For, pray, whar 
I become of the race of men in the next age, if we had- 
:hing to truft to, beiide the fcropbulous confumptive 
»du6tions, furnifhed by our men of wit and pleafure ; 
en, having fquandered ^way their vigour, health, and 
itcs, they are forced, by fome difagreeable marriage, 
piece up their broken fortunes, and entail rottennefs 
I politenefs on their pofterity ? Now, here are ten* 
ndind perfons reduced, by the wife regulations of 
nry VIII. to the neceflity of a low diet, and moderate 
roife^ who are the only great reftorers of our breed ; 
hoot wbichj the nation would, in an age or two, be*' 
ne one grea't hofpital. 

Another advantage propo&d by the abolifhing- of 
riftianity is, the clear ^in^of one day in fc^en, whlcb- 
low entirely loft, and confequentlv the kingdom one 
etith lefs coniiderable in trade, buunefs, and pleafure ;* 
tikt the lofs to the public, of fo many ftately ftruc* 
es^ now in the hands of the clergy ; which might be 
iverted into ptay-houfes, market- houfes, exehanget^ 
nmon dormitories, and other public edifices. 
[ hope I fhall be forgiven a hard word, if I call this 
ericA cavil. I readily own there hath been an old 
lom, time out of mind, for people to aflemble in the- 
irches every Sunday ; and that (hops are ftill frequent- 
Ihut, in order, as it is conceived, to preferve the 
mory of that ancient pradtice. But how this can 
}ve a hindrance to buiinefs or pleafure, is hard to 
igine. What if the men of pleafare are forced, one 
jT in the week, to game at home, inftead of the c&oco* 
thoufe ? Ktt not the taverns and coffeehoufes open ^ 
n there be a more convenient feafon for taking a dofe 
pbyfic ? Are fewer claps got upon Sundays than 
ler days ? Is not that the chief day for traders to 
Ki up the accounts of the week ; and for lawyers to 
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prepare their briefs ? But I would fain knou 
can be pretended^ that the churches are mi^: 
\j^here are more appointments and rendezvonfe 
lantry ? where more care to appear in the 
box, with greater advantage of drefs J wbe 
sneetings for bufinefs ? where more bargains d 
all forts \ and where fo many conveniencies c 
Bients to deep I 

There is one advantage, greater than any of 
going, propofed by the aboliOiing of ChriAiani 
it will utterly extingaifh parties among us, by 1 
thofe fadious di(lin^ions of HigA and Low C 
Whig and Tory, Presbyterian and Church of . 
which are now fo many grievous clogs upon pu 
ceedings, and are apt to difpofe men to prefer th 
ing themfelves, or depreffing their adverfaries^ b 
mod important interefl of the (late. 

I confefs, if it were certain, that fo great a 
tage would redound to the naiion by this exp 
would fubniit, and be filent. But will any man 
if the words whoring ^ drinking ^ cheating y lying, 
were, by aft of parliament, ejefted out of thi 
tongue and diftionaries, we (hould all awake ne 
ing chadc and temperate, honefl and ju(i, and 
truth ? Is this a fair confequence ? Or, if the f 
would forbid us to pronounce the words pox^ go 
natifm AXkiftone, would that expedient ferve, lik< 
ta/i/mansy to deftroy the difcafes themfelves } i 
and faftton rooted in mens hearts no deeper tha 
borrowed from religion, or founded upon no fin 
ciples i And is our language fo poor, that we ca 
other terms to exprefs them ? Are envy, pride, 
and ambition, fuch ill nomendators, that the 
fvrnifh appellations for their owners > Will not 
and MamalukeSy Mandarines and Patjhmvs^ or i 
words formed at pleafure, ferve to diftinguiHi tl 
are in the miniftry, from others who would I 
they could ? What, for inftance, is eafier thar 
the form of fpeech ; and, inftead of the word 
niake It a que{\ion in politics, whether the 
he in danger \ Becaufe religion was nearefl ai 
furuifli a few convenient phrafes^ ia our inve 
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barren, we can find no other ? Suppofe, for argument's 
&kct that the Tories favoured Margarita^ the fVSigs Mrs. 
Tofts, and the Trimmers Valentini * ; would not Mar^ 
garitianSj Toftians^ and Valentinians^ be very tolerable 
marks of didindion ? The Prajini and Venitiy two mod 
virulent fa^ions in Italy, began (if I remember right) 
by a diftindion of colours in ribbands : and we mighr 
contend, with as good a grace, about the dignity of* 
the blue and the green ; which-would ferve as properly to 
divide the court, the parliament, and the kingdom be«' 
tween them, as any terms of aft whatfoever borrowed* 
from religion. And therefore I think there is little* 
force in this objedion againft Chridianity, or profp&ft or 
fo great an advantage as is propofcd in the abolifhlng' 
of it. 

It is again objefted, as a very abfurd ridiculous caftom,. 
That a fet of men (hould be fuCered, much lefs employed^ 
and hired, to bawl one day in (even, againll the lawful- 
nefs of thofe methods mod in u(e towards the purfuit of-'- 
greatnefs, riches, and pleafure, which are the conilantt 
pradtice of all men alive on the other fix. But this ob— 
je^on is, I think, a little unworthy fo refined an age as- 
onrs. Let us^ argue this matter calmly. I appeal to« 
the bread of any polite free-thinker, whether, in the^ 
pnrfuic of gratifying a predominant paflion, he^hath* 
not always felt a^ wonderfuMncitement, by refleding it' 
was a thing- forbidden : and therefore we fee, in order- 
to cultivate this tade, the wifdom of the nation hath- 
taken, fpecial care, that the- ladies (hould be furnifhed^ 
with prohibited filks, and the men with prohibited wine.. 
And indeed it were to be wifhed; that fome other prohi^- 
bstions were promoted, in order to improve the pleafures- 
of the town ; which, for want of fuch expedients^ begtn^ 
already, as I am told, to flag and grow langqid^ givijig;; 
my daily to cruel 1 inroads from the ipieen. 

It IS likewife propoied, as a great » advantage to the* 
pnblic. That if we once difcard the fyftem of the gof- 
pcl, all religion will of courfe be baniflicd for -ever-; and> 
Mofequently, along .with, it^ thofc gtievoob prejndices oT 

* Italian fingers then in vogue. • ^S^rguarita was afterwards' 
■auicd to Dr. Pcpufchc. 

K 3" t4i\^t^\\w\\ 



nuic, mc ucrp-miiiikcrb ui iiic age wuuiUy loi 
Other, contrive to impute the caufe to the preji 
education. From this fountain are faid to be 
our foolifh notions of juflice, piety, love of 
try ; all our opinions of God, or a future flat 
hell, and the like : and there might formerl) 
have been fome pretence for this charge. ] 
fei5lual'care hath been ftnce taken to remove 
judices^ by an entire change in the method of 
that (with honour I mention it to om polite ii 
the young gentlemen who ate now on the fi 
to have not the lead tindlure left of thofe ini 
Hring of thofe weeds ; and, by confequence, i 
for abolifhing nominal ChriAtanity upon that j 
vhoHy ceafed. 

For the reft, k may perhaps admit » co 
whether the baniftiing all notions of religion ^ 
would be convenient for the vulgar. Not 
in the leaft, of opinion with thofe who hold i 
bave be<o the invention of politicians, to keep 
part of the woild ia awe, by the fear of kivifib] 
iinlefs mankind were then very di^Terent from 
now :l for I look upon the mafs or body of c 
liere in England, to be as free thinkers, that i^ 
Ifamcb unbelievers, as any of the higheft ran 
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mmuniony fo as to take in all forts of dij/enters ;. who- 
s now fiiat out of the pale, upon account of a few ce* 
monies, whicb all fides confefs to be things indifierent : 
bat this alone will effedlually anfwer the great ends of 
[cbeme for comprehenfion, by opening a large noble- 
te, at which alL bodies may enter ; whereas the chaf- 
ring with dijfentersy and dodging about thiis or the o- 
er ceremony, is but like opening a few wickets, and 
aving them at jar, by which no more than one can get: 
at a time, and that not without (looping,, and fideling^ 
A fqueezing his body. 

To all this 1 anfwer,. That there is one darling incli- 
lion of mankind, which* ufually afFcds to be a re«- 
iner to rcJigion, though (he be neither its parent, its 
kimother, or its friend ; I mean the (pirit of oppofi-^ 
>n, that lived long befbce Chri(l:ianity, and can eafily 
bfid without it. Let us, for inftance, examine where- 
the oppofition of fe&aries among us confifls. We- 
all find Chriftianity to have no (hare in it at alK Does 
e gofpeiany where prefcrtbe a (larched fqueezed coun«- 
nance, a (Hflf formal gait, a fingularity of manners; 
id habit, or any afFeAed modes of fpeech, differenr 
om the reafonable part of mankind ? Yet, if Chrifti— 
lity did not lend its name to (land in the gap, and tO' 
nploy or divert the(e humours^ they mud- o(^ necelHty 
I fpent in contraventions to the laws of the land, and^ 
Aurbance of the public peaces There is a portion ott 
ithafiafm afligned to every nation, which, if it hath nor 
roper objects to work on, will burft out, and fet alii 
ka flame.. If the quiet of a (late can be bought hf^ 
aly flinging men a few ceremonies to* devour, it is si) 
uchafe no wife man would lefiife. Let the maftiffs a*- 
iu(e themfelves about a (beep's (kin (luffed with hay,, 
rovided it will keep them from worrying the flock.- 
["he inditution of convents abroad feems in one point % 
fain of great wifdom ; there being few irregularities itv 
uman pafGon^, that may not have recourfe to vent* 
liem(elves in fome of thofe orders ; which are fo many 
(treats for the fpeculatLve,. the melancholy, the proud,. 
he (llent, the politic,, and tJie morofe, to (pend them-.- 
blves, and evaporate the noxious particles : for each> 
if .whom, wc in this ifland are forced to provide ^&i^. 



rcnceand lubmiilion to uilcr judgments as b 
cccii to mention a few inconveniencies thatm 
i£ the gofpel Ihould be repealed; which perha 
jcAors may not have fufliciently conlidered. 

And, firft, I am very fenGblc how much th< 
of wit and pleafure are apt to murmur, and b( 
the fight of fo many daggled-tail paribus, wh 
to fall in their way^ and otTend tiieir eyes. 
fame time tbefc wife reformers do not confide 
advantage and felicity it is^ for great wits to be £ 
vlded with objedts o( fcorn and contempt, ir 
exercife and improve their talents^ and divert i 
from failing on each other^ or on themfelves ; 
when all this may be done without the lead 
danger to their peribns« 

And to urge another argument of a paral] 
If Chriftiaiuty were once ifbolifhcd, how 
free-thinkers, the ftrong reafoners, and tl 
profound learning, be able to find another 
calculated in all points, whereon to difplay 
lities } What wonderful produdions of wit 
be deprived of, from thofe whofe genius, by 
pradice, hath been wholly turned upon raillei 
vedives againft religion, and would therefore 
able to (hinc or diflinguifh themfelves upon 
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with readers f It is the wife choice of the fubjeft that a- 
lone adorns and diilinguifhes the writer. For had an 
hundred fach pens as thefc been employed on the fide of 
religion, they would have immediately funk into filence 
sod oblivion. 

Nor do I think it wholly gronndlefs, or my fears al» 
together imaginary, that the abolifhingof Chriftianity 
may perhaps bring the church in danger, or at lead put 
the fenate to the trouble of another fccuring vote. T 
defire I may not be midaken ; I am far from prefuming 
to affirm^ or think^ that the church is in danger at pre- 
fent, or as things now (land ; but we know not how loon 
it may be fo, when the Chridian religion is repealed. 
As plaufible as this project feems^ there may be a danger- 
cos defign hirking under it. Nothing can be more no- 
toriousi than that the Atheiftsy Deifts, Sod n't an Sy Anti" 
trinitariansj and other fubdivifions of freethinkers, are 
peribns of little zeal for the prefent ecclefiaflical efta- 
bfiQunent. Their declared opinion is for repealing the ia- 
cruncntal tell ; they are verv indifferent with regard to 
ceremonies ; nor do they hold thtjus divlnum of Epifco- 
pacy. Therefore this may be intended as one politic ftep- 
towards altering the conftitution of the church eftablifti- 
cd, and fetting up Presbytery in the dead ; which I leave 
to be farther conudered by thofe at the hefm* 

In the laft place^ I think nothing can be more plam, 
than that, by this expedient, we (hall run into tlie evil 
we chiefly pretend to avoid ; and that the abolifhment 
of the Coriflian religion, will be the readied courfe we 
can take to introduce Popery. And I am the more in- 
dined to this opinion, becaufe we know it hath been, 
the condant praftice of the JefuUs^ to fend over emiffa- 
ries, with indrudlions to pcrfonate themfclves members of 
the feveral prevailing fefts among us. So it is recorded, 
that they, have at fundry times appeared in the guife of 
Presbyterians, Anabapttfts, IndeperuientSy and ^akers^ ac- 
cording as any of the(e were mod in credit: fo, fince 
the fafliion hath been taken up of exploding religion^ 
the Popijh miflionaries have not been wanting to mix 
with the fireethinkers ; among whom Toland, the 

I^reat oracle of the Anti-chriftians^ is an Irifli pried, the 
on of an Iri(h pried \ and the mod learned and inge- 



be thought neccfTary to have a bill brought in fc 
ing Chridianity, I would humbly ofler an am< 
^at inftead of the word Chriftianityy may be put / 
general ; which, I conceive, will much better a 
the good ends propofed by the projedors of it. 
long as we leave in being a God and his provide 
all the nece/Iary confequences which curious aa 
iitive men will be Ipt to draw from fuch prem: 
do not ftrike at the root of the evil^ though ^ 
ever fo effectually annihilate the prefent fchen 
gofpcl. For of what ofe is freedom of thov 
will not produce fi^edom of adion ; which is 
end^ how remote foever in appearance^ of all o 
againft Chriftianity ? and therefore the fre 
eonfider it as a fort of edifice, wherein aH 
have fuch a mutual dependence on each other 
you happen to pull out one (ingle nail, the ^ 
brie mult fall to the ground. This was happil 
fed by him, who had heard of a text brought 
of the Trinity, which in an ancient manufcript 
ferently read ; he thereupon immediately took 
and, by a fudden dedudKon of a long forites*^ n 
cally concluded, Why, if it be as you fay, I m 
whore and drink on, and defy the parfon. Fron 
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the Chriftian fyflem; but againfl religion in general; 
wi;ich^ by laying reilraints on human nature, is fuppo- 
fed the great enemy to the freedom of thought and ac- 
tion. 

Upon the whole, if it (hall ftill be thought for the 
benefit of church and ftate, that Chriftianity be abo' 
lifhed ; I conceive, however, it may be more convenient 
to defer the execution to a time of peace; and not ven- 
ture in this conjundlure to difloblige our allies ; who, as 
it fjlls out, are all ChrifHans ; and many of them, by 
the prejudices of their education, fo bigotted, as to 
place a fort of priJe in the appellation. If, upon being 
rcjcdled by them, we are to truft to an alliance with 
the Turk, we (hall find ourfelves much deceived : for 
ai he J8 too remote, and generally engaged in war with 
the Perfian Eniperor, fo his people would be more fcan- 
dalized at our infidelity, than our Chriftian neighbours. 
For the Turks are not only (Irivfl; obfervers of religioat 
worthip ; but, what is worfe, believe a God ; which is 
more than is required of us, even while we prefer ve the 
nanae of Chriftians. 

To conclude : Whatever (bme may think of the great 
advantages to trade by this favourite fcheme, I do very 
much apprehend, that in G\ months time after the a6t is 
pafled for the extirpation of the gofpel, the Bank and 
£a(l-India (lock may fall, at lead, one per cent. And 
fince that is fifty times more than ever the wifdom of 
our age thought fit to venture for the preferv^ition of 
Chriftianity, there is no reafon we (hould be at fo ^reat 
alofsj merely foj?. the fake of deftro/tng it. 



A Projeft for the Advancement of 
L 1 G I o N and the Reformatio 
Manners*" 

By a Person of Quality* 

Written in the Year 1709. 

To the Countefs of Berkley f. 

Madam^ 

My intention in prefixing your Ladyfliip's 
is not, after the common form, to dedre 
protection of the following papers ; w 
take to be a very anreafonable requeft ; fince, by 
infcribed to your Ladyfhip, though without your 
ledge, and from a concealed hand, you cannot i 

• The author appears in carncft ihroHghout this who 
tifc ; and the dedication, or introduttion, is in a ftrain of 
panegyric, which the Lady, to whom it is addrefTcd, un 
cdly acfcrved. But as the pamphlet is of the fatirical 
am apt to imagine, that the Dean put a violence upon I 
in chufing to appear candidly ferious, rather than to fn 
dcr his ufual mask of gravity. Mcthinks, upon thcf< 
lions, I perceive him writing in /kacklcs. Orrery. 

In the Projeff, &c. Dr. Swift appears in the charaftc 
great iofpired prophet. He crietb doud^ be fpareth not^ h 
up his voice like a trumpet. If. Iviii. 1. He rel^uketh all ra 
men for their depravities and corruptions, their profa 
their blafphemy and irreligion. His dilicourfe he addred 
to his fovereign, and, beyond all contradi^ion, provetl 
be an important duty incumbent on all princes, to eoc 
and to enforce morals and religion, by exerting their 
authority. He then appHeth himfelf to the legiflature, < 
ing them to forward (o noble a defign, and to provide 
dies againft that torrent of iniquity, which, if not vig( 
oppofed, would certainly increafe, and never ftop in its 
)intii it fubverted the conftitution. And, finally, he decla 
the prophetic ftyle and fpirir, that a reformation of m; 
and turning unto God, are the befl natural as well as re 
means, to bring the war to an happy concIufion« Svtifl 

\ This excellent Lady, was Elifabcth, the daughter o 
tift Noel, Viicount Campden, aad iiilcr to Edward i 
Gainsborough. Hn'U'kef^ 
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i them without fome fufpicion of partialitv. My 
defign is, 1 confefs^ the very fame I have often dc- 
J in moil dedications ; that of publifhing your prai- 
J the world ; not upon the fubjc<ft of your noble 
; for I know others as noble ; or of the greatnefs of 
fortune, for I know others far great< r ; or of that 
tifui race, (the images of their parents), which calls 
nother ; for even this may perhaps have been cqual- 
1 fome other age or country. Befides, none of 
advantages do derive any accompli Hi men ts to the 
rrs, but ferve, at bed, only to adorn what they 
f |:^o(Iefs. What I intend, is your piety, truth, good 
, and good nature, affability, and charity ; where* 
ivifh your Ladyfhip had many equals, or any fupe* 
; and I wilh I could fay, I knew them too, for 
your Ladyfhip might have had a chance to efcape 
addrefs. In the mean time, I think it highly ne- 
*y, for the intered of virtue and religion, that the 
e kingdom fhould be informed in fome parts of 
chara<51er: for inftance. That the eafiefl and po- 
converfation, joined with the trucft pifty, may be 
ved in your Ladyfhip, in as great perfedion as they 
ever feen apart in any other perfons : That, by 
prudence and management under feveral difadvan- 
. you have preferved the luftre of that niofl noble 
y into which you are graffed, and which the unmea* 
le profufion of anceftors, for many generations, had 
nuch cclipfed : Then how happily you perform e- 
office of life, to which Providence hath called you ; 
le education of thofe two incomparable daughters, 
"c c.onduw^ is fo univerfally admired ; in every duty of 
iJcnt. complying, affectionate wife ; in that care 
h delcends to the meaneft of your dom^ics ; and> 
', in that endlefs bounty to the poor, and difcretion 
e to diflribute it. I inGd on my opinion, that it ig 
iportance for the public, to know this, and a great 
more of your Ladyfhip ; yet whoever goes about to 
■m them, (hall> inftead of finding credit, perhaps be 
bred for a flatterer. To avoid fo ufual a reproach, I 
ire this to be no dedication, but merely an introduc- 
to a propofal for the advancement of religion and 
als, by tracing, however impcric(ftly, fome few linea- 
S meiiu 
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snents in the charadler of a Lady, who hath fpeht all he 
life in the practice and promotion of both. 

/i Mong all the fchemes oftered to the public in tb 
^[\ projecting age, I have obfervcd, with Tonic di 
pleafure, that there have never been any for the ir 
provement of religion and morals : which, befides t 
piety of the defign from the confcquence of fuch a refc 
mat ion in a future life, would be the bed natural mea 
for advancing the pubJick felicity of the ftate, as well 
the prefent happinefs of every individual. ' For as mu 
as faith and morality are declined among us, I am alt 
gether confident, they might, in a (hort time, and wi 
ncrvery great trouble, be raifed to as high a perfedit 
•8 numbers are capable of receiving. Indeed them 
thod is fo eafy and obvious, and fome prefent opport 
nities fo goocL that, in order to have this projeA reduo 
to practice, there feems to want nothing more than 
put thofe in mind, who, by their honour, duty, ai 
mtered, are chiefly concerned. 

But becaufe it is idle to propofe remedies before ^ 
are alTured of the difeafe, or to be in fear till we a 
convinced of the danger ; I fhall firft (hew in generi 
that ihe nation is extremely corrupted in religion "ai 
•morals ; and then I will offer a (hort fcheme for the i 
formation of both. 

As to the fir(l, I know it is reckoneii but a form of (peec 
when divines complain of the wickednefs of the age. Ho^ 
ever, I believe, upon a fair companion with other tim 
and countries, it would be found an undoubted trot 

For, firll, to deliver nothing but plain matter of fn 
without exaggeration or fatire, I fuppofe it will 
granted, thht hardly one in an hundred among our peof 
of quality or gentry appears to ad by any principle 
religion ; that great numbers of them do entirely diica 
it, and are ready to own their diibelief of all revelatii 
in ordinary difcourfe. Nor is the cafe much better 
mong the vulgar, efpecially in great towns, where tl 
profanenefs and ignorance of handicraft&icn, (inali ti 
ders, fervants, and the like, are to a degree very hard to 1 
imagined greater. Then it is obfehred abrcmd, that i 
|:acc of mortals bath fo little fenfe of religioiiy at the £n. 

li 
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Itfh ibldiers. To confirm which, 1 have been often told by 
great officers of the army, that, in the whole compafs of 
their acquaintance, they could not recoiledl three of 
their protefllon, who Teemed to regard or believe one 
fjUabie of the gofpei. And the faihe at lead may be 
iffirmed of the fleet. The confequences of all which 
ipon the adlions of men, are equally manifeft. They 
lever go about, as in former times, to hide or palliate 
heir vices, but expofe them freely to view, like any o« 
her common occurrences of life, without the leait re- 
voach from the world or themfelves. For indance, any 
Dan will tell you, he intends to be drunk this evening, 
ir was fo lad night, with as little ceremony or fcruple, 
tt he would tell you the time of the day. He will let 
fou know he is going to a wench, or that he has got a 
:iap, with as much mdifferency, as he would a piece 
)f public news. He will fwear, curfe, or blafpheme, 
vithout the lead paffion or provocation. And though 
ill regard for reputation is not quite laid afide in the 
)ther lex, it is however at fo low an ebb, that very 
ew among them feem to think virtue and conduA of 
my ncceffity for prefervingit. If this be not fo, how 
x>mes it to pats, that women of tainted reputations 
iod the fame countenance and reception im all public 
places, with..tho{e of the niced virtue, who pay and 
recrive vifits from them'without any manner of icruple ^ 
Which proceeding, as it is not very old among us, fo I 
^ke it to be of mod pernicious confequence. It looks 
Eke a fort ol compounding between virtue and vice;. 
IS if a woman were allowed to be vitious, provided die 
be not a profligate ; as if there were a certain point 
where gallantry ends, and infamy begins ; or that ai^ 
hundred criminal amours were not as pardonable a» 
half a fcore. 

Befides tbofe corruptions already mentioned, it would 
be endlefs to enumerate fuch as arife from the excefs o£ 
play or gaming ; the cheats, the quarrels, the oaths^ 
and bla^hemies among the men ; among the women^ 
the negleA of houfehold-aflairs, the unlimited fireedoms^. 
the indecent paflion ; and, ladly, the kno\Vn inlet to all 
Itwdnefs, when after an ill run the per/on mud anfwer 
the dc&As oSthGfur/c : the rule on fuch occafions hold* 

S Z iDg. 



JiQ A PROJECT FOR THE 
ing true in play, as it does in law, ^od nw hghi 
truwina, luat in cor pore, 

But all thcle are trifles in comparifon, if we (lep i 
other icenes, and confider the fraud and cozeoagi 
trading men and (hopkeepers ; that infariable gul 
injuClice and opprefTion, the Ant; ; the open traffic 
all civil and military employments, (I wifh it r( 
there *) without the leaft regard to merit or quali 
tions ; the corfupt management of men in ofHce; 
many detdlable abufes in chufing thofe who reprefeni 
people ; with the management of intereAs and fa(5) 
among the reprefentatives : to which I miifi be bol 
add, the ignorance of fome of the lower clergy ; 
mean fervile temper of others 5 the pert pragmaricai 
Bicanonroffeveral yoang ftagers in divinity, upon i 
firlt producing themfelves into the world ; with man 
ther circum(hinccs needlefs, or rather invidious to i 
tion ; which falling in with the corruptions alread) 
latcd, have, however unjuiWy^ almoft rendered 
whole order contemptibk. 

This is a ihort view of the generaJ detnravittes an 
MS, without cnfering into particufars, which won) 
an endlefs labour. Now, as uorverfal and deep-rc 
as thefe appi-ar to be, I am utter! v deceived, if ai 
fc<5tual remedy might not be applied to moft of tli 
nt'iiher am I at prcfent upon a wild fpeculative 
}cd, but fuch a one as may be eafily put in execatioi 

For, while the prerogative of giving all employn 
continues in the crowa, either immediately, or by 
ordination, it is in the power of the prhce to make 
ty and virtue become the fafliion of the age, if at 
lame time he would make them neceffary qualifical 
for favour and preferment. 

It is clear from prefent experience, that the baw 
ample of the beft prince will not have any mighty ii 
ence, where the age is very corrupt. For when 
there ever a better prince on the throne than the pn 
Queen f I do not talk of her talent for government, 
love of the people, or any other qualities that are j 

* Pefhaps the author intended to intimate that it extend 
ecclcfiaiUcai. Hawkcf, 
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f regal ; but her pietyy cbarity, temperance, conjugal - 
3ve, and whatever other virtues do beft adorn a pri- 
atc life ; wherein, without quelHon or flattery, rtie • 
ath no fuperior ; yet neither will it be fatire, or peevifh 
ivcftive, to affirm, that infidelity and vice arc i m mucb 
iminifhed fince her coming to the crown ; nor will, in 
roifability, till more efFcdtuai remedies be provide .1. 

Thus human nature Teems to lie under the difudvan- 
ige, that the example alone of a virious prince will in 
me corrupt an age, but the example of a good one 
ill not be fufficient to reform it without further en- 
eavours. Princes muft therefore fupply this defeft by 

vigorous exercife of that authority which the hw 
BS left them, by making it every man's intercft and ho- 
Dur to cultivate religion and virtue, by rendering vice 
disgrace, and the certain ruin to preferment or pre- 
iniions : all which they (hould fir(i attempt in their 
wn courts and families. For inftance, might not the 
[ueen's domcflics of the middle and lower fort be obli- 
?d, upon penally of fufpenfion or lofs of their employ- 
lents, to a condant weekly attendance on the fcrvice 
f the church ; to a decent behaviour in it ; to receive 
le (acrament four times a-year ; to avoid fwearing, and 
religious profane difcourfcs ; and to the appearance at 
M of temperance and chaiUty i Might not the care of 
1 this be cojnmitted to the iirict infpeJlion of proper 
fHcers ? Might not thofe of higher rank, and nearer ac- 
sfs to her Majefty, receive her own commands^ to the 
ime purpofe, and be countenanced or disfavoured ac- 
Drding af they obey i Might not the Queen lay herinh 
jn^ions on the bifliops, and other great men of im« 
onb ted piety,' to make diligent inq^uiry, and give her 
otice, if any perfon about ber« (hould happen to be of 
bertine principles or morals } Might not all thofe 
tho enter upon any office in her Majefly's family^ be* 
bilged to take an oath parallel with' that againflfimo- 
ly, which is adminiltered to >the- clergy ? It is not to 
e doubted, b^t that, . if thefe or the like proceedings 
rerc duly obferved, morality and religion woulil foon 
ecome fafhionable court-virtues,, and be taken up as 
lie only methods to get or k«epv employments - there v 
S3.. which 
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ubicli alone would have mighty iofluence upon many of 
the nobility and principal gentry. 

But if the like methods were purfoed as far at pof- 
fihle with regard to thofe who are in the great ein<- 
ploymcnts of (late^ it is hard to conceive how general 
a reforiiiation they might in time produce among oik 
For if piety and virtue were once reckoned qualificationi . 
neceilary to preferment, every man thns endowedi 
uhen put into great ftations, would readily imitate die 
Qtieen's example in the diQribution of all offices in bit 
difpofal ; crpeci.illy if any apparent tranfgreffion tbroagh 
favour or partiality would be imputed to him for a mif- 
demeanor, by which he muft certainly forfeit his favoor 
and Ihtion. And there being fuch great numbers in em- 
ploy men t, fcattercd through every town and county 
in tl'is kingdom, if all thefe were exemplary in the coo- 
du<fl of their lives, things would foon take a new face, 
and religion receive a mighty encouragement. Nor 
would the public weal be lefs advanced ; (ince of nine 
ofhces in ten that are ill executed, the defed^ is not ia 
capacity or underftanding, but in common honefty. I 
know no employment, for which piety difqualifies any 
man : and if it did, I doubt the obje^ion would not be 
very feafonably offered at prcfenr ;. bccaufe it is perhaps 
toojuda reflexion, that, in the difpofal of places, the 
queflion, wiiethcr a perfon he fit for what he is recon> 
mended to ? is generally the lail thai is t-liought on or 
regarded 

I have often imagined, that fbmething parallel ta- 
the office of cenfors anciently in Rome,, would be of 
nighiy ufe among us, and could be eafily limited from 
running into any exorbitances. The Romans andcri- 
ilood liberty at leaft as well as we, were as jealous of 
it, and upon every occafion as bold aflerters : yet I do not- 
yemcmber to hove read any great complaints of the abo<- 
ics in that office among them ; but. many admirable 
affcdls of it are left upon record. There are (everol 
pernicious vices frequent and notorious among us,, that 
efcape or elude the punifhment of any^ law we have 
yet invented, or have had no law at all agaioft then ; 
&ch as atheifm, drunkcnnefs, fraud, avarice, and fe- 
xctoX. others;: which^ by this inftitatiQii, wifely re- 
gulated^ 
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dated, might be much reformed. Suppofe, for in- 
ance, that itinerary comminioners were appointed to 
Spe&,. every where throughout the kingdom, into the 
>ndn6l (at kaft) of men in office, with refpe^t to their 
lorals and religion, as well as their abilities; to re* 
rive the complaints and informations that fhould be 
ffered againft them, and make their report here upon 
ath to the court or the miniilry, who fhould reward 
r punifh accordingly. I avoid entering into the parti- 
alar s of this or any other fcheme ; which coming from 
private hand, might be liable to many defers, but 
foold foon be digefled by the wifdom of the nation. 
Lnd, fureiy, fix thoufand pounds a<year would not be ill 
lid out among as many comminioners duly quaHfied> 
rho in three divifions fhould be perfonally obliged ta 
ike their yearly eircuits for that purpofe. 

Bat this is befide my prefent deiign ;. which was only 
(hew what degree of reformation is in the power of 
he Queen, without the interpofitioa of the legidature f 
nd which her Majefly is, without quedion, obliged in 
onfcience to endeavour by her authority, as much as 
he doth by her pradice. 

It wiU be eafily granted, that the example of this 
rreat town hath a mighty influence over the whole 
Lingdom ; and it is as manifed, that the town is equali- 
y influenced by the court, and the miniftry, and thofe 
vho, by their einployments or their hopes, depend upoo' 
hem. Now,, ii undec {o excellent a princefs as the 
wefent Queen, wc wouki f^ippofe a family flridly regu* 
ated,.a8 I have above pcopofed: v a miniftry w4)erc everf 
ingle perfon was of diflingnifhed piety; if we fhould 
(iippofe all great offices of flate and law filled after the* 
lame manner,, and with- fuch as were equally diligent ia 
ibuGng. perfons, who, in their feveral fubordinations>. 
would be obliged to follow the examples- of their fupe«> 
tiers, under tl^ penalty of lefs of favour and. place; will! 
not every body grant, that the empire of vice and irre« 
Bgion would be foon deflroyed in this^ greats metropolis^ 
and receive a terrible bl6w through the- whole ifland,. 
which hath fogreat an intercoucfe. with it,.andfo much 
•ffeAs to follow its fafhions ? 

lofji^lf ieligioawere.oncc underftood to be the necefi* 
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iary ilep to favour and preferment, can it be imi^n 
that any man would openly oflFend agatn{t it^ who h: 
the leall regard for his rcpatatton or his fortune } The 
kno quality fo contrary to any nature, which men ca 
not afFetSty and put on upon occafion, in order to fer 
an intcreliy or gratify a prevailing paiHon. The proa 
eil man will perfonate humility, the morofeft learn 
flatter, the lazied will be fedutous and a6tive> where ! 
is in purfuit of what he liath much at heart :■ how re 
dy therefore would moil men be to (lep into the pat 
of virtue and piety, if tliey infallibly led to favour m 
fortune ! 

If fwearing and profanenefs, fcandalous and avo^ 
ed Icwdncfs, excelFive gaming and intemperance, we 
a little diicountenanced in the army, I. cannot readily 1 
what ill confequences could be apprehended, if gent 
men of that profbflion were at iealfc obliged to fome e 
ternal decorum in their condu^ft ; or even if a profligi 
life and charader were not a means of advancemei 
and the appearance of piety a mod infallible hindram 
it is impofllble the corruptions there (hould be fo unive 
ikl and exorbitant. I have been aifured by fevcral gri 
officers, that no troops abroad are fo ill difcipiined 
the Engliffa ; which cannot well be other wife, while t 
common foldters have perpetually before their eyes, t 
vitious example of their leaders; and it is hardly poflil 
for thofe to commit any crime, whereof thefe are n 
infinitely more guilty, and with lefs temptation. 

It is commonly charged upon the gentlemen of II 
army, that the beadly vice of drinking- to excefs ha 
been lately, from- their example^ reflored among m 
which for fome years- before was almofl dropt in En 
land. But, whoever the introducers were, they ha- 
fucceedcd to a miracle; many of the young nobility ai 
gentry are already become great proficients, and .a 
under no manner of concern to hide their talent, b 
are got beyond all fenfe of. (hame, or fear of r 
proach. 

TI^'s might foon be remedied, if t\k Queen- wott 
Air.v fit'to declare,, that no young per(bn of qaali 
V »aifoever, who was notorioufly addicted to that i 
any^ other vice; (bould be. capable oi hec favour^ or 

V4 
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ten admitted into her prefence ; with pofitive command 
to her minifters, and others in great office, to treat 
them in the i'ame manner : after which , all men who 
had any regard for their reputation^ or any profpe^ of 
pfe&rmefit, would avoid their commerce. This would 
quickly make that vice (6 fcandalous^ that thofe who 
could not fubdue, would at lead endeavour to dif* 
gaife it. 

By the like methods a flop might be put to that ruin* 
aos praAice of deep gaming: and the reafon why it. 
prevails (b mnch, is, becaufe a treatment dirc6lly oppofit$ 
tu every point, is made ufe of to promote it ; by which 
means, the laws enaAed againd this abufe, are wholly 
duded. 

It cannot be denied, that the want of ftriA dircipilns 
j9 the univerfities, hath been oi pernicious confec;nenctt 
to the youth of this nation, who are there almolfc left 
entirely to their own management, efpeciaily thofe among 
them of better quality and fortune; who, becaufe they 
are not under a necedity of making learning their main* 
teiiance, are eafily allowed to pafs their time, and take 
their degrees with little or no improvement. Than 
which there cannot well be a greater abfnrdity. For \i 
no advancement of knowledge can be had from thofe 
places, the time there fpent is at bed utterly loft, becaufe 
every ornamental part of education is better taught el(c*- 
where. And as lor keeping youths out of harm's way,. 
I doubt, where fo many of them are got together, at full 
Sberty of doing what they pleafe, it will not anfwer the 
end. But whatever abnfes, corruptions, or deviation9 
Aom ftatutes, have erept into the univerfities through 
oegleA, or length of thne, they might in a great degree 
be reformed^ by (Iriift injunctions from court (upon each 
particular) to the vifitors and heads of houfes ; befides 
the peculiar authority the Queen may have in (everal 
colleges, whereof her predecefTors were the founders* 
And among other regulations, it would be very conve- 
Bient to prevent tbe excefs o{ drinking, with that fcurv/^ 
cuftom among the lads, and parent of the former vice^ 
the taking of tobacco, where it is not abfolutety neceP 
fiiry in point of health. 
Jtook the nnivecfities^ the young nobility^ and others 

of 
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of great fortunes, are ient for early up to town, for fc 
of contradling any airs of pedantry by a college-ediic 
tion. Many of the younger gentry retire to the inns i 
court, where they are wholly left to their own difcretioi 
And the confequence of this remiflnefs in education « 
pears by obferving, that nine in ten of thofe who rife 
the church or the court, the law or the army, are youn 
er brothers, or new men, whofe narrow fortunes ha 
forced them upon induftry and application. 

As for the inns of court, unlefs we foppofe them to 
much degenerated, they mufl needs be the word tnfliti 
ed feminaries in any Cbri (lion. country ; but whether th 
may be corrected without interpo/ition of the legiflatui 
I have not (kill enough to determine. However, it 
certain, that all wife nations have agreed in the necefli 
of a lit'iSt education ; which conufted, among oth 
things, in the oblervance of moral duties, efpecially j 
fiice, temperance, and chaflity, as well as the knowled 
of arts, and bodily exercifes. But all thefo among 
•re laughed out of doors. 

Without the leaft intention to ofiend the clergyj 
cannot but think, that, through a roifhiken notion a 
pradice, they prevent themfelves from doing much (i 
vice, which otherwife might lie in their power, to i 
ligion and virtue : I mean, by afiedling fo much to co 
verfe with each other, and caring fo little to minj 
with the laity. They have their particular clubs, a 
particular coffee-houles, where they generally appear 
dufters. A (ingle divine dares hardly (hew his peH 
among numbers of fine gentlemen ; or, if he happe 
to fall into fuch company, he is (ilent and fufpicious, 
continual apprehen(ion« that fome pert man of pleafi 
fhould break an unmannerly jeft, and render him ri 
culous. Now, I take this behaviour of the clergy to 
jud as reafonable, as if the phydcians (hould agree 
ipend their time in vifiting one another, or their feve 
apothecaries, and leave their patients to (hift fi)r the 
ielves. In my humble opinion, the clergy's buCn 
lies entirely among the laity : neither is there perhap 
more efife^ual way to forward the falvation of iw 
fouls, than for fpiritual perfons to make themlelves 
agreeable as they can in the converfations of the wosl 
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r which a learned education gives them great advan- 
gCy if they would pleafe to improve and apply it. It 

happens, tha^ the men of pleafure^ who never go to 
mrch^ nor ufe thenifelves to read books of devotion^ 
rm their ideas of the clergy, from a few poor ibollers 
ley often obfcrve in the ftrcets, or fneaking out of fome 
rrfon of quality's hbufe, where they are hired by the 
dy at ten (hillings a-month : while thofe of better £• 
ire and parts, do feldom appear to corre(^ thefe no« 
ons. And let fome reafoners think what they pleafe^ 
is certain, that men mud be brought to efleem and 
•vc the clergy, before they can be perfuaded to be in 
»ve with religion. No man values the beft medicine^ 

adminiltered by a phyfician, whofe perfon he hates or 
sfpifes. If the clergy were as forward to appear in all 
>mpanies, as other gentlemen, and would a little ftu. 
y the arts of converfation, to make themfelves agree- 
t)Ie, they might be welcome to every party, where 
lere was the lea(l Regard for politenefs or good (enfe ; 
nd confequently prevent a thoufand vitious or profane 
Lfcourfes, as well as adions : neither would men of 
nderftanding complain, that a clergyman was a con- 
raint apon the company, becaufe they could not fpeak 
lafphemy or obfcene jefts before him. While the 
eople are fo jealous of the clergy's ambition, as to ab* 
or all thoughts of the return of eccledaflic difcipline 
mong them, I do not fee any other method left for 
len of that fundion to take, in order to reform the 
/orldy than by ufing all honell arts to make themfelves 
cceptable to the laity. This, no doubt, is part of that 
viCiom of the ferpent, which the author of ChriiHanity" 
tirefts ; and is the very method ufed by St. Paul, who 
ecame all things to all men^ to the Jews a JcWy and a 
Ireek to the Creeks. 

How to remedy thefe inconveniencies, may be a mat* 
er of fome difficulty ; fince the clergy feem to be of an 
>pinioo, that this humour of fequeftering themfelves is 
I part of their duty ; nay, as I remember, they have 
Men told fo by (bme of dieir bi(hops in their paftoral 
etterf , particularly by one * among them of great merit 

# Suppofcd to be Dr. Burnet, Biihop of Salisbury. 

And 
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reft it is, that virtue Hiould be utterly baniflied from 
ag us ; who maintain, or at Jeati enrich themfelves 
ocouraging the grofTefl immoralities ; to whom all 
bawds of the ward pay contribution for (helter and 
e^ion from tue laws. Thus thefe worthy magi- 
eSy inltead of lefTening enormities, are the occafion 
ufl twice as much debauchery as there would be 
kout them. For thofe infamous women are forced 
1 doubling their work and induiiry, to anfwer 
>le charges, of paying the ju(lice» and fupponing 
ifelves ; like thieves who efcftpe the gallows, and 
let out to ilealf in order to difcharge the gaoler's 

is not to be qnedioned, but the Queen and mini* 
might eafily redrefs this abominable grievance, by 
fging the number of jufticcs of the peace, by endea. 
ing to cboofe men of virtuous principles, by admit- 
none who have not conliderable fortunes ; perhaps^ 
eceiving into the number forae of the nioft eminent 
^y : then, by forcing all of them, upon fevere pe» 
es, to a<^ when there is occafion, and not permit* 
any who are offered, to refufe the commiffion. But 
hefe two lad cafes, which are very material, I doubt 
e will be need of the legiflature. 
he reformation of the (Uge is entirely in the power 
le Queen ; and in the confeqnences it hath upon the 
is of younger people, doth very well deferve the 
:e(l care. Befic'es the indeceut and profane pafFages ; 
les the perpetual turning into ridicule the very ftinc- 
of the priefihood, with other irregularities, in mod: 
ern comedies, which have been often objedlcd 10 
1 ; it is worth obferving, the diftributive juftice of 
authors, which is condantly applied to the punifh- 
t of virtue, and the reward of vice ; di redly oppo- 
to the rules of their heft critics, as well as to the 
Vice of dramatic poets, in all other ages atid coun* 
I. For example, a country-'fquire, who is rcpre- 
xd with^no other vice but that of being a clown, and 
ing the provincial accent upon his tongue, which is 
thera fault, nor in his power to remedy, muftsbe 
demned to marry a cad wench, or a cracked cham* 
maidL On the other fide, a rake-hell of the town, 
Vol. I. T whofc 
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whofc charaAer is fot off with no other cccomplinimcnt ^ 
but excefTivc prodigality, profanenefs, intempcraDcCj v.. 
and hidy is rewarded with a lady of great fortune, to re- L 
pair his own, which his vices bad almofl ruined. And ... 
as, in a tragedy, the hero is reprcfented to have obtain- |!, 
cd many victories, in order to raifc his charafler in tb« ^ 
minds of the fpcdtators ; fo the liero of a comedy is re- / 
prefented _to have been vi^orious in all his intrigncs, ,. 
for the fame reafon. I do not remember, that cat v. 
Englifh poets ever fufFered a criminal amour to fuccecJ 7^ 
upon the lUge, till the reign of King Charles II. £vec ^l 
lince that time, the alderman is made a cuckold, the J^ 
deluded virgin is debauched, and adultery and fcrnlca* ^, 
tion are fuppofed to be committed behind the fcenes, as ^ 
part of the a£lion. Thefe, and many more corruptions .^ 
of the theatre, peculiar to our age and nation, need ].; 
continue no longer, than while the court is content to .V| 
connive at or negledl them. Surely a penfion would not -^ 
be ill employed on forae men of wit, learning, sd^Im. 
virtue, who might have power to ftrike out every of- [^. 
fcnfive or unbecoming pafTage, from plays already writ* j^ 
-ten, as well as thofe that may be offered to the Ibgc ■"' 
for the future. By which, and other wife regulations, 
the theatre might become a very innocent and ufeful di- .\ 
verfion, inftead of being a fcandal and reproach to our .,^ 
religion and country. ^.^ 

The propofals I have hitherto made for the advanrt-vp 
xnent of religion and morality, arc fuch as come wiihia f^_ 
reach of the adminlQration ; fuch as a pious adlive prince^ -.^ 
wiih a fteddy refolution, might foon bring to effcfl. ^.^ 
I^either am I aware of any objertions to be raifcd againft ._ 
"what I have advanced ; unlefs it fhould be thoagbt^ .^ 
that the making religion a necellary ftep to intercft and ..^ 
favour might ir.creafe liypocrify among us : and I rcidiljr v 
believe it would. But if one in twenty fliould be broug)k,^^ 
over to true piety, by this or the like methods, sMn^ 
.the other nineteen be only hypocrites, the advantt^?,^, 
would (Ull be great. Befides, hypocrify is much vnott^ 
eligible, than open infidelity and vice: it wears tbe;^^ 
livery of religion; it acknowledges her authority, an';,- 
^s cautious of giving fcandal. Nay, a long contifloed^i-. 
^fguife is too great a conffaraint upon human naturrH ^ 

^ ^peciiflrj 
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cially an Engli(h difpofltion. Men would leave off 
p vices out of mere wearinefs, rather than undergo 
toil and hazard^ and perhaps the expence, of prac* 
g them perpetually in private. And I believe it is 
n ^vith religion, as it is with love ; which, by much 
mbling^ at lad grows real. 

il other proje<5ls to this great end, have proved hi- 
to incfFc^ual. Laws againil immorality have not been- 
ated ; and proclamations occafionaliy iffued out to ' 
rcc them, are wliolly unregarded, as things of form. 
gious focieties, though begun with excellent inten-^ 
, and by perfons of true piety, are faid, 1 know not 
tber truly or no, to have dwindled into fadlipus ' 
3, and grown a trade to enrich little knavifh infor- 
( of the roeaned rank, Ihch as common condables,- 
broken (hopkeepers. 
nd that fbme efife^hial attempt (hould be made toward 

a reformation, is perhaps more neceflary than peo- 
lommonly apprehend ; becaufe the ruin of a (late is 
Tally preceded by an nniverfal degeneracy of man- 
, and contempt of religion; which is- entirely our> 
at prefent. 

F?// te minorem qttod gerisy imperas-* Hor; 

[either is this a matter to be deferred, .till a more 
/eoient time of peace and leifure. A reformation in 
s faith and morals, is the be(V natural, as well as re* 
>us means, to bring the war to a good concluflon : 
lufe, if men in truft performed their duty for con- 
ice fake, affairs would not fuffer through firaud, 
lood, and negled, as they now perpetually do. And' 
hey believed a God, and his providence, and a^ed 
>rdingly, they might reafonably hope for his divine 
bnce in (b jufl a caufe as ours, 
^or could the maje% of the Englifh crown appear, 
nanyoccafion, in a greater ludre, either to foreign- 
or fubjeds, than by an adminidration, which pro* 
ing fuch great eHeds, would difcover {o much power. 
\ power being the natural appetite of princes, a li- 
ed monarch cannot fo well gratify it in any thing, as- 
ridt execution of the laws. 

^elides^.all parties would be obliged to clofe with (b* 
T. a- ^oodv 



puted by (kilful perfonsi that of fix roillions 
year for the fervicc of the pubiick, one third; 
funk and intercepted, through the feveral 
fubordinations of artful men in office, before 
dec is applied to the proper ufe. This is a 
ill cffeA of our freedom. And while fuch 
trufty who have no check from within, no 
but towards their intereft, there is no otiier i 
them, but the certainty of being banged u] 
difcovery, by the arbitrary will of an uniirottt 
or bis vizier. Among us^ the only danger 1 
hended, is tbe lofs of an employment ; and 
is to be eluded a thoufand ways. Befides, 
is great^ it furnifhes weapons to defend itfi 
yvor(k, if the crimes be fo flagrant, that a i 
afide out of perfect (hame, (which rarely h 
retires loaded with the fpoils of the nation 
<//// iratis* I could name a commifTion, wl 
perfons, out of a falary of five hundred poi 
out other vifible revenues, have always lived 
of two thoufand^ and laid out forty or fifty tl 
on purchafes of land or annuities. An hui 
inftance^ of the fame kind might eafily be 
IVhat remedy therefore can be found againfl 
ances. in a conflitutinn like mirs. Kur tn kr 



ting the court, the miniflryy and other perfons in 
employment; and thefc, by their example andiaiH 
y, reforming all who have dependence on them, 
s certain, that a reformation fuccefsfully carried 
this great town, would,, in time,- fpread itfelf over 
hole kingdom ; fince mod of the confiderable youth 
lere that feafon of their lives, wherein tbeftrongeft' 
(lions are made, in-order tt improve iheii^ educa-- 
or advance t help fortune; and' thole among theai' 
Tturn into their feveraL coantries*, arc fore to be 
'ed and imitated, a«the greateft patterns of wit and^ 
breeding-. 

d if things' were^ once in this train; that is, if vir^- 
id* religion were eflablilhed as the neceifary titles^ 
sutation :!lnd preferment ; and- If viee-and* infidelity 
not only loaden with ibfemy^Bot mad^ the infaW* 
uin of all mens pretbnfions-; ourduiyv by becom*- 
jr inteied, would- take root' in our natures, and* 
/ith the very, geniiw of our: people; fo that it would^ 
seafyfopthe example of«one wicked ^riace:tO' bring; 
:k to our former corruptions^- 
xave confined myfdf (as* it is-bcfdre obferved) to- 
methods for the advancement- of piety, which are* 
; power of af prince limited like ours^ by a ftridr. 
lion of the kws ahready in force. And' this is c-- 
I for a' proje^ tliat comes without any name or* 
imendation ; I doubt a great' deal more,. than will' 
Idenly reduced into pradise. T4iougb> if-any dif- 
311 fhouid appear towards fb good a work, it is 
11, that the afliftance of the legiflatiye power would • 
ceifar y to make it more compjete. - I will indance 
I few partioiilafs.' 

order to reform thevrce* of this towir; \vhlcb", as 
ve faidy hath'fo mighty an influence on the whole 
oni, it would be very iniVrumental to have a law 
.that ;iUtavems' and akhoufes (hoa Id be obliged 
mlf»thci» company by twelve at nighty and ftut 
eir doors ;. and that no woman (houkl -be^^ liifSered 
ter any? ta?vem • or akhwife, uponr- any pretence 
bever. It is eafy to conceive, what a number of 
ifequences fuch a law wouW pre veot ;: the mrfehtefs 
arrels^ and lewdnefs, and thefts, and midnight- 
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brawls, the difeafe^ of intemperance and vcncry, and* 
thoufjnd other evils need iels to mention. Nor would it 
be amifs, if the mafters of thofe public houfes wrre 
obliged, upon the fevereft penalties, to give only a pro- 
portioned quantity of drink to every company ; and when 
he found his gucfts difordered with excels^ to refufethem 
any more. 

I believe there is hardly a nation in Chriflendom, 
ivhcre all kind of fraud is pradlifed in fo unmeafurablei- 
idegree as \i ith us. The lawyer, the tradefman, the me- 
chanic, have found fo many arts to deceive in their (eve- 
ral cnllings, that they far outgrow the common prudence 
of mankind, which is in no fort able to fence againft 
them. Neither could the legiflature in any thing more 
confult the public good, than by providing fome effec- 
tual remedy againd this evil ; which in feveral cafes de- 
ferves greater punifhment, than many crimes that are 
capital among us. The vintner, who, by mixing poifon. 
with his wines, deflroys more lives than any malignant 
difeafe ; the lawyer, who perfuades you to a purchsfe,. 
v^hich h? knows is mortgaged for more than the worth,, 
to the ruin of you and yoiT family;, the banker or 
icrivener, who takes all your fortune to difpoie of, 
-when he has beforehand refolved to break the following^ 
day, do furely dcferve the gallows much better than the 
wretch who is carried there for dealing a hor(e. 

It cannot eafily be anfwered to God or man,, whya- 
law is not made for limiting the prefs ; at Jeaft fo far 
as to prevent the publiihing of fuch pernicious books, 
as, under pret'^nce of free'thhikin^y endeavour to over- 
throw thofe tenets in religion, which have been held in- 
violable almoft in all ages, by every {c6t that pretends 
to be ChrilHan ; and cannot therefore, with any colonr 
of reaforr, he czUed points in con trover^, or mat ten <f 
J}ecHli2tiony as fome would pretend. The dodrine of 
the 'Trinity, the divinity of Chriftj the immortality of the 
Jottl^ and even the trutl> of all revelation^ arc daily ex- 
ploded and denied in books openly printed ; though ifr 
is to be fuppofcd, neither party * avow fuch principles; 

* Ncirhcr Whig nor Tory. Hawkef. 
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•r own the fuf^porting of them to be any way neceflary 
to their fervice. 

It wonld be endlefs to fet down every corruption or 
defe&, which re<}aires a remedy from the Jegidative 
power. Senates are like to iiave little regard for any pro- 
polals that come from without doors; though, under' a 
due fcnfe of my own inabilities, I am fully convinced, 
that the unbiaJTed thoughts of an honed and wife man, 
employed on the good of his country, raiy be better di- 
^efted, than the refuhs of a multitude, where fadlion and 
iBtcreft too often prevail ; as a fingle guide may direct 
the way, better than five hundred who /^avff contrary 
wwfy or look afqmnty OT.Jbut the'tr eyss. 

J (hall therefore mention but one more . particular 
which L think the parliament ought to take under confi- 
deratioti ; whether it be not a fhame.to our country, and 
« (candal to Chriftianity, that in~ many towns, where 
there is a prodigious increafe in the number of houfes and 
inhabitants, fo little care (hall he taken for the building of 
churches, that Qvc parts in (ix of the people areabfblutely 
hindered from, hearing divine fervice ? panlcularly here 
io London* , where a (ingle minif^er, with one or two 
forry curates, hath the care fometimes of above twenty 
theufahd fouls incumbent on him : A negled of religion 
So ignominious,, in my opinion, that it can< hardly be 
equalled in any civilized^age or country. 

But, to leave. thefe airy imaginations of introducing new 
laws for the amendmen^of mankind $ what 1 principnlly 
infift on, is a^due execution, of the old, which lies 
-whoHy in the crown, and in the autnorfty derived from 
thence. I return therefore to my former aflerrioii, That 
if (lations of power, truft, profit^ and honour, were 
conlbntly made the rewards of virtue and piety, fuch 
tn adminiftration muft needs- have a mighty influence 
OB the faith and morals of the whole kingdom : and 
men of great abilities would t^en endeavour to excel in 
die duties of a religious life, in order to qualify them- 

• This paragraph is known to have given the firft hint to 
•crtain Bifliops, particularly to Biihop Attcrbiiryi in the Earl 
of Oxford's mi niftiy, to p.rocurc a fund for building fifty new 
churches in i^iidun* 

* ftke» 
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felvet for public fcrvice. I may poflibly be wrong hi 
fomc of the means I prefcribe towards this end : but tbal 
is no material obje^^ion againfl: the defign itfelf. Let' 
thofe who are at ihe helm contrive it better, which per-- 
haps they may eafily do. Every body will agree, that 
the difeafe is manifetl^ as- welf as dangerous ; that fotne 
xemedy is necefTiryy and that none yet applied hath been 
efTeftual ; which is a fufficienc excuie for any man who 
wifhes well to his country, to ofFer his thoughts, when 
he can have ao other end in view but the pubKc good. 
The prefent Queen is a Princefs of ar many and great 
virtues, as ever filled a throne : how would it brigbtea 
her chara«5ler, to the prefent and afrer ager, if fbe 
would exert her utmofb authority tx> tn(lil fome fhare' 
of tho(e virtues into her people, which rhey are too det*- 
generate to learn oniy from^ her example ? and, be it 
h)oke with all the veneration poffible for To excellent a 
(overeign, her beft endeavours in this weighty affair, are 
a moft important part of her duty, as well as of her in* 
tereil, and her honour. 

But it mu(V be confbfled, that,- as things are now, e^ 
very man thinks he has laid in- a fufficient ftock of merit, 
and may pretend to any employment, provided he hath 
been loud and frequent in declaring himfelf hearty for 
the government. It is true, he is a man ofp/ea/r/re, and 
a freethinker ; that is, in other words, he is profligate 
in his moralsy and a defpifcr of religion ; but in point 
of party, he is one tabe confided in ; he is an afTertor of 
liberty and property ; he rattles it out againft Popery and 
arbitrary power y and prieflcrafr and high^cbarvh. h is 
enough : heis a perfon fiiliy qaalificd for any employment 
in the court or the navy, the law or the revenue;- where 
he will be furc to leave no arts untried of bribery, fraud, 
injuftice, or oppreflion, that' he can prafiife wiih any 
hope of impunity. No wonder fuch menvaret me to a 
government, where liberty runs high, where property, 
however attainedy is fo well feoured, and where the ac^ 
minillration is at lead fo gentle : it is impoflible they 
eould choofe any other conftttmion, ■ without changing 
to their lofs. 

Fidelity to a prefent cilabrifhnient, is indeed the prin- 
4X2A tneaos to defend it froma fdreiga enemy; but 

without^ 
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witbout other qualifications^ will not prevent corruptions 
from within ; and ftatesi are more often ruined by thefis 
than the other. 

To conclude : Whether the propofals I have offered 
towards 9 reformation^ be fuch as are moll: prudent and 
convenient, may probably be a queftion : but it is none 
at all, whether fome reformation be abfolutely nece^a- 
ry ; becauie the nature of things is fuch^ that if abuies 
be not remedied, they will certainly increafe^ nor ever 
fkop till they end in a fubverdon of a commonwealth* 
As there muA always of necefGty be fome corruptions* 
fo, in a well-inQituted (late, the executive power will be 
always contending againft them, by reducing things (as 
Machiavel fpeaks) to their firfl principles^ never letting 
«bu(e$ grow inveterate, or multiply fo far that it will be 
bard to find remedies, and perhaps impofiible to apply 
tfaem* As he that would keep his houie in repair, mnft 
attend every little breach or flaw, and fupply it immedi* 
ately, elfe time alone will bring all to ruin ; how much 
more the common accidents of ftorras and rain ? He 
mod live in perpetual danger of his houfe falling about his 
cars ; and will find it cheaper to throw it quite down^ 
and build it again from the ground, perhaps upon a new 
foundation, or at lead: in a new form, which may nd* 
tber be io fafe^ nor Iq coavement as the old* 
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The Sentiments of a Church-of-! 
LAND Man, with refpeft to Relic 
and Government*. 

Written in the year 1708* 

WHoever hath examined the condud am 
ceedings of both parties for Ibme ycai 
whether in or out of power, canno 
conceive it pofEble to go far towards the extrei 
either, without offering fome violence to his in 
or underllanding. A wife and a good man may 
be foroetimes induced to comply with a number, 
opinion he generally approves, though it be p 
againft his own. But this liberty fhould be made 
»pon very few occafions, and thofe of fmall 11 

* This piece is adapted to that particuUr period in \ 
was-writtCD. The Ikylc of the whole pamphlet is nervoi 
except Id fome few places, impartial. The ftate of Ho 
juftly, and, at the fame time, concifely delineated. Ti 
is very well worth one's reading and atteotion : and itc 
a» obiervBtion which* will perpetually occur, that Swift e 
• -whatever ftyie or manner he aiHimes. When he is in ean 
ilrength of reafon carries with it convi£lion ; when in 
very competitor in the race of wit is left behind him. Or 

This piece feemeth to ha^e been one of Swift's proj 
uniting of parties, and written with a dedgn to check t] 
and violence, which fubfifted in thofe times between tl 
tending fa£lion^ oiWblg and Tory, and perhaps to recoi 
in the place of that abominable rancour and malice, wh 
broken all the laws of charity and hofpitality among 
kind, thofe candid falutary principles, with refpe^l to : 
and government, which, if rightly comprehended an 
roufly ■ purfued, might certainly preferve the whole c 
tton, both of ch»rcb and fiate, for ten thoufand gene 
Swift, 

This appears to be an apology for the Tories, and a 
cation of them againft the mifreprefentairons of the Whi. 
were then in the miniftry, and ufed every artifice to pci 
their power. Mr. Hailey, afterwards Lord Oxforcl, 1 
the iu.^uence of the Duke of Marlborough and Lord Ti 
Godolphin, been lately removed from his px)ft of Princ 
cretary of State; and Mr. St. John, afterwards Lord Bolin 
fffigned his place of Secretary at War, and Sir Simon H 
that of Attorney-General, Hawkef^ 
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■«nce, and then only with a view of bringing over his 
own fiJe another time to fomething of greater and more 
public moment. But to facrificc the innocency of a friend, 
the good of onr country, or our own confcicnce, to the 
humour or pafTion, or interert of a parly, plainly fliews, 
4hat cither our heads or our hearts are not as they fhould 
be. Yet this very prat^^ice is the very fundamental law 
of each faction among us ; as may be obvious to any, 
vho will impartially, and without engagement, be at 
the pains to examine their anions: which, however, it 
not fo eafy a task ; for it feems a principle in human 
nature, to incline one way more than another, even in 
matters where we are wholly unconcerned. And it is a 
common obfervation, that In reading a hiflory cf fadls 
done a thoufand years ago, or (landing by at play among 
thofe who are perfedl ftrangtrs to us, we are ant to find 
our hopes and wifhcs engaged on a fudden in favour of 
one (ide more than another. No wonder then that we 
are all fo ready to interefl; our(elves in the courfe of pu* 
bKc affairs, where the moft inconfiderable have fonie real 
Ihare, and, by the wonderful importance which every 
man is of to hlmfelf, a very great Imaginary one. 

And, indeed, when the two parties that divide the 
ivhole commonwealth, come once to a rupture, with- 
out any hopes left of forming a third with better prin- 
ciples, to balance the others, it feems every man*s duty 
to choofe one of the two (ides, though he cannot entire- 
ly approve of either; and all pretences to neutrality 
are juftlv exploded by both, being too ftile and obvi- 
ous ; only intending the fafety and eafe of a few indivi- 
duals, while the public is imbroiled. This was the o« 
pinion and pra^ice of the latter Cato, whom I efteein 
to have been the wifeft and bcfl of all the Romans * . 
But before things proceed to open violence, the truefl 
(ervice a private man may hope to do his country, is 
by unbiaiTing his mind as much as po(nb]e, and then en- 
deavouring to moderate between the rival powers ; 
which mud needs be owned a fair proceeding with the 
vorld ; becaafe it is of ail others the lead confident with 

^ One of the fcztumvirate in Quuiver, part 3. chap. 7^ 
Td. 4« P- ^^h 
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the common defign of making a fortune by the merit of 

an opinion^ 

I have gone as far as I am able in qualifying niyfelf 
to be fuch a moderator. I believe I am no bigot in reli* 
gioNy and I am fiire I am none in government. I con- 
verfe in full freedom with many conlidcrable men of 
both parties ; and if not in equal number, it is purely 
accidental and pcrfonal, as happening to be near the 
court, and to have made acquaintance there, more under 
one minldry than another. Then, I am not under the 
neceflity of declaring myfelf by the profpeft of an em- 
ployment* And, laflly, if all this be not fufHcient, I in- 
duftrioufly conceal my name, which wholly exempts me 
from any hopes and fears in delivering m^ opinion. 

In confequence of this free ufe of my reafon, I can- 
not pofGbly think fo well or fb ill of either party, as 
they would endeavour to pcrfuadc the world of each 
other, and of themfelves. For indance, I do not charge 
it upon the body of the Whigs or the Tories^ that their 
feveral principles lead them to introduce Prefbytery, and 
the religion of the church of Rome, or a common- 
wealth, and arbitrary power. For why fhould any par- 
ty be accufed Of a principle, which they folemnly dif- 
own afnd proteft againd ! But to this they have a mu- 
tual anfwer ready : they both alTure us, that their ad- 
verfaries are not to be believed ; that they difbwn their 
principles out of fear, which are manifeft enough, when 
we examine their pra«5lices. To prove this, they will 
produce inftances, on one £i^€y either of avowed Prcf* 
byterians, or perfons of libertine and atheiftical tenets ; 
and on the other, of profefTed Papids, or fuch as are 
openly in the intcrefi of the abdicated family. Now, it 
is very natural for all fubordinate fedls and denomina- 
tions in a (late, to (ide with fome general party, and to 
choofe th^ which they find to agree with themfelves in 
fbme general principle. Thus, at the reftoration^ the Pref- 
byterians, Anabaptifts, Independents, and other (€&.Sf 
did all, with very good reafon, unite and (older up their 
feveral fchemes to join againft the church ; who, with- 
out regard to their diQin^lions, treated them all as equal 
Itdverfaries. Thus our prefent diflenters do veiy naturally 
Oofe ia with the Whigs^ who fiokKmodcratioBp declare " 

ihey 
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*y abhor all thoughts oiper/ecution, and think it hard. 
It thofe who differ only in a few ceremonies and fpecu* 
'ions J fhould be denied the privilege and profit of fer- 
ig their country in the higheft employments of ftate. 
MIS, the AtheiSsL, libertines, defpifers of religion and 
'elation in general ; that is to fay, all thofe who ufual- 
pafs under the n^imtoi freethinkers ^ do properly join 
th the fame body ; becaufe they likewife preach wp 
deratiofiy and are not-fo over-nice to diftinguifli be- 
een an unlimited liberty of confcience, ^nd an unli- 
ted freedom of opinion. Then, on the other fide, 
! profefled firmneis of the Tories for Epifcopacy, as an 
ORolical inftitution ; their averfion to thofe feds who 

under the reproach of having once deftrpyed their 
QiHtution, andwho, they imagine, by too indifcreet 
seal for reformation, have defaced tlie primitive mo* 
I of the church ; next, their veneration for monar- 
ical government in the common, courfe of fucceffion, 
d their hatred to republican fchemes : thefc, I fay, 
; principles which not only the nonjuring zealots pro- 
's, but even Papifts themfelves fall readily in with. 
id every extreme here mentioned, flings a general 
indal upon the whole body it pretends to adhere to. 
But furely no man whatfover ought, injufHce or good 
inners, to be charged with principles he a<5lually dif- 
m^y unlefs his pradices do openly, and without the 
ift room for doubt, contradid hisprofeffion ; not upctx 
lall furmifes, or becaufe he has the misfortune to have 

men fbmetimes agree with him in a few general fen- 
nents* However, though the extremes of Whig and 
jO'feeni, with little juftice, to have drawn religion into 
eir controverfies, wherein they have fmall concern ; 
:t they both have borrowed- one leading principle 
3m the abufe of it ; which is, to have built their fe- 
Tal fyflems of political faith, not upon inquiries after 
ath, but upon oppofltion to each other ; upon injurioui 
>pelJations, charging their advcrfaries with horrid ojpi^ 
ons, and then reproaching thprn for the want of cha- 
ty ; ef neuter fajfo. 

In order to remove thefe prejudices, I have thought 
3thing could be more eiFedual, than to defcribe the 
ntiments of a church-of-England man withrefpefl to 

Vol. L U ^tVi »ioii 
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r dip on and government. This I Ihall endeavour to 
in luch a manner^ as may not be liable to the lead 
je6licn from either party, and which I am confid 
would be afTentcd to by great numbers in both, if t 
were not mifled to thofe mutual miifeprefentadons, 
foch motives as they would be afhamed to own. 

I ihall begin with religion. 
And here, though it makes an odd found, yet 
neceflary to fay, that whoever profeffethhimfelf a m 
ber of the church of England, ought to believe a C 

^nd his providence, together with revealed religion, 
the divinity of Chrift. For befides thofe many ti 
fands, who (to fpeak in the phrafe of divines) do j 
lically deny all this by the immorality of their 1: 
there is no fmall number, who, in their convex&tior 
writings, direflly, or by confequence, endeavour i 
verthrow it ; yet all thefe place themfelves in the li 
the national church, though at the fame time (as i 

. highly reafonable) they are great iticklers for lil 
ofconfcience. 

To enter upon particulars : A church-rf-England 
hr.s a true veneration for the fcheme eflablifhed an 
us of ccclefiaftic government ; and though he will 
determine whether Epifcopacy be of divine right, 
fure it is mofl: agreeable to primitive infHtiition ; \ 
of all others for preferving order and purity, and, u 
its prefent regulations, bell calculated for our 
flatc ; he ihould therefore think the abolifhment oi 
order among us, would prove a mighty fcandal and 
ruption to our faith, and manifeilly dangerous t< 
monarchy > nay, he would defend it by arms agair 
the powers on earth, except our own legiilaturc 
which cife he would fubmit as to a generd calami 
ilearth, or apeftilence. 

As to rites and ceremonies, and forms of praye 
allows there might be feme ufeful alterations; and r 
which in the profpeft of uniting Chriftians might b 
ry fupportable, as things declared in their own n 
indilrerdnt^ to which he therefore would readily 
j)ly, if the clergy ^ or (though this be not fo fair a 
fthod) if the legijlature Ihould diredl ; yet at the 
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le he cannot altogether blame the former for their 
wdllingnefs to confent to any alteration ; which be- 
e the trouble, and perhaps cufgrace, would certainly 
rer produce the good, effeds intended by it; The 
y condition that could make it prudent and juft for 
clergy to comply in altering the ceremonial, or any 
er indifferent part, would be a firm refolution in the 
iflature to interpofe, by fome ftrift and effeAual 
/8, to prevent the riiing and fpreading of new fe^s, 
¥ plaufiblc foevcr, for the future i elfe there mijft 
rer be an end ; and it would be to ad like a manr. 

i}iould pull down and change the ornaments of his 
lib, in compliance to everyone who was difpofed to 

1 fault as he paiTed by; which, befides the perpetual 
able and expenfe, would verv much damage, and 
haps in time deftro^ the building. Se£ls in a il:ate 
m only tolerated with any reafon, bccaufe they . are 
eady ipread ; and becaufe it would not be a^eable 
:h io nuld a government, or fo pure a religion as 
s, to ufe vicuent methods againu great numbers of 
faJ^ea peojple, while they do not manifeilly endanger 
! conlhtution of either. But the greateft advocates 

general liberty of confcience will allow, that they 
jht to be checked in their beginnings, if they will 
)w them to be an evil at all, or, which is the fame 
ng, if they will only grant, it were better for the 
ice of the flate, that there fhould be none. But. 
ile the clergy confider the natural temper of^xnaa- 
id in general, or of our own country m particular, 
at aflurances can they have, that any comphances they 
11 make, will remove the evil of diifenfion, while tlie 
ertyftill continues of profeffing whatever new opi- . 
•ns we pleafe ? Or how can it oe imagined, that the 
iy of diflenting teachers, who muft be all undone by 
h a revolution, will not caft about for fome new ob- 
kions to with-hold their flocks, and draw in fyeth 
)felytes by fome further innovations or refinements ?- 
Upon thefe reafons he is for tolerating fuch dififerent 
ms in religious worlhip as are already admitted ; but 

no means for leaving it in the power of thofe who 
: tolerated, to advance their own models upon the- 
n of what is already eflabliihed ; which it is natural 
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for all fedls to defirCjarid which they cannot be juftificd 
by any confiftent principles, if they do notendeavour j 
and yet which they cannot fucceed in, without the ut- 
Biofl danger to the public peace. 

To prevent thefe inconveniendes, he thinks it highly 
jull, that all regards of truft, profit, or dignity, which 
the rtate leaves in the difpofal of the adminiftration, 
f lould be given only to tiofe whofe principles direft 
them to prefervc the conftitution in all its parts, fiithc 
late affair oi cccr.Jtcnal ccnformity, the general argument 
ofthofe who were againlHt, was not, to deny it an 
e\iliii itfelf, but that the remedy propofed was violent, 
untimely, and improper ; which is the Bifhop of Salifbu- 
ry's * opinion, in the fpeech he made and pnbliihed a- 
gainfl the bill. But however juft their fears or com- 
j^laints might have been upon that fcore, he thinks it a 
little too grofs and precipitate, to employ their writers 
already in arguments for repealing the (acramental 
teft, upon no wifer a maxim, tJian that no man fhouldy 
on the account of confcicnce, be deprived the liberty of 
ferving his country ; a topic which may be equally ap- 
plied to admit Papifisy Atheifts^ Mahometans^ Heathenii 
and Jews, If the church wants members of its own to 
employ in the fervice of the public, or be fb unhappily 
contrived, as to exclude from its communion fuch pr- 
ions who are likelieft to have great abilities, it is time it 
Ihould be altered, and reduc^ into fome more perfcS, 
or at leaft more popular form ; but in the mean while 
it is not altogether improbable, diat when thofc who 
diflike the conftitution„ are fo very zealous in their of- 
fers for the fervice of their countiy, they are not whol- 
ly unmindful of their party or or themielves. 

The Dutch,, whofe pradtice b fo often qnoted to 
prove and celebrate the great advantages ofa general 
libert)' of confcience, have y/et a national religion pro- 
felTed by all who bear office among them. But why 
ihould they be a precedent for us, either in religion or 
government ? Our country differs from theirs, as well in 
fituation, foil, and produAions of nature, as in the ge- 
nius and complexion of inhabitants. They are a com- 
monwealth founded on a fudden,, by a defperate atr 
* Dr Burnat^. 

tempK 
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tempt, in a defperate condition ; not formed ordigefted 
into a regular fyftem by mature thought and reafon, 
b«it huddled up under the preflure of fudden exigencies ; 
calculated for no long duration, and hitherto fubfifling 
by accident in the midft of contending powers, who 
cannot yet agree about (haring it amongft them. Thefe 
difficulties do indeed preferve them from any great cor- 
ruptions, which their crazy conflitution would extreme- 
ly fubjed them to in a long peace. That confluence of 
people in a perfecuting age to a place of refuge neareil 
at hand, put them upon the necef&ty of trade, to which 
they wifely gave all eafe and encouragement. And if we 
could think fit to imitate them in this laft particular*. 
there would need no more to invite foreigners among 
ns ; who feem to think no farther than how to fecure 
their property and confciencCy without projeding any 
fhare in that government which gives them protec- 
tion, or csMing it per/ecutio», if it be denied them. But 
I fpeak it for the honour of our adminiilration, that 
although our feds are not fo numerous as thofe in Hol- 
land, which I prefume is not.our/^?«//, and I hope is i^t- 
o\ir misfortune^ we much excel them, and all Chriftendom 
beiides, in our indulgence to tender confciences *. One 
fingle compliance with the national form of receiving 
the facrament, is all we require to qualify any fedary a- 
mong us for the greatefl employments in tlic ftate :. after 
wJucnr he fs at liberty to rejoin his own' aflemblies for 
the reft of his life.. Befides, I will fiippofe any of the 
numerous feds in Holland to- haxe fo far prevailed, as 
to have raifed a civil, war, deftroyed th^ir government 
and religion, and put xhtir adminiftrators to death ; af- 
ter which I will fuppofe tlie people, to have recovered 
allagain« and to have fettled on their old foundation. 
Then I. would, put a query, whether that (t^ which 
was the unhappy inflrument of all this confufion, could 
reafonably expe^ to be intrufted for the future with 
the OTcateft employments,, ot indeed to be hardly tole- 
rated among tlrem? 

To go on with the fentiments of a church-of-England- 

• When this wa5 writteny there was no law ?.gaiiift oc<afioxt»r 
•onforooity • . 

U 3^ tlMLtti- 
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man : He does not fee how that mighty paffion for tk 
church, which fome men pretend, can well confift wkh 
thofe indignities and that contempt they beftow on tlie 
perfons of the clergy. It is a ftrange mark whereby 
to diilinguilh bigb-churcbmeni that they are fnch y^ 
imagine the clergy can never be too lomt. He thinb 
the maxim thefe gentlemen are fb fond of, that th^ 
are for an humble clergy, is a very good cmc : and ^ is 
he, and for an humble laity too; fince humility is a 
Wrtue that perhaps equally befits and adorns every fta- 
tion of life. 

But then, if the fcribblers on the other fide fredy 
fpcak the fentiments of their party, a divine of the 
church of England cannot look for much better quarter 
from thence. You fhall obfcrve nothing more frequent 
in their weekly papers, than a way of afle£Bng to con- 
found the terms of clergy and high churchy of applying 
both indifTerently, and then loading the latter with m \ 
the calumny they can invent. They will tell you, they \ 
honour a clergyman ; but talk at the fame time, as u i 
there were not three in the kingdom who could fall a 
with their definition. After the like manner they infnlt 
the univerjities, as poifoncd fountains, and corrupters of 
youth. 

Now, it feems clear to me, that the Whigs might ca- 
fily have procured and maintained a majority among the 
clergy, and perhaps in the univerfities, if they had not 
too mucji encouraged or connived at this intemperance 
of fpeech and virulence of pen, in the worft and moft 
proftitute of their party ; among whom there hath been, 
for fome years paft, fuch a perpetual clamour agairift 
the ambition, the implacable temper, and the cove- 
toufnefs of the prieftkood j fuch a cant of high churchy 
and perfecution, and being prieft-ridden ; fo many re- 
proaches about narrow principles^ or terms of communion ; 
then fuch fcandalous refledlions on the uninjerjiiies forin- 
fedliftg the youth of the nation with arbitrary and Jaco^ 
bite principles, that it was natural for thofe who had the 
care of religion and education, to apprehend fome ge- 
neral defign of altering the conftitution of both. And 
all this was the more extraordinary, becaufe it could 
flot eafily be forgot, that whatever oppofition was 



> 
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made to the ufarpsitions o£ King ^ames, proceeded al- 
together from the church of England, and chiefly from 
the clergy, and one of the uni^erfities. For if it were of 
any ufe to recall matters of fad, what is more noto- 
rious than that prince's applying himfelf firft to the 
church of England ; and, upon their refufal to fall in 
with his meafures, making the like advances to the dif- 
/enters of all kinds ? who readily, and almoft univerfaUy 
complied with him, affecting, in their numerous addrel- 
ies and pamphlets, the ftyle of cur brethren the Roman 
Catholics ; whofe interelts they put on the fame foot 
with their own : and fome of Cromwell's officers took 
•pbfts in the army raifed a^ainft the Prince of Oranee. 
Theie proceedings of theirs they can only extenuate oy 
urging the provocations they had met from the church: 
in King Charles's reign ; which, though perhaps excu* 
(able upon the fcore of human infirmity, are not by any 
means a plea of merit equal to the confbmcy and fuf- 
ierings of the biihops and clergy, or of the head and fel- 
lows of Magdalen-college, that furnifhed the Prince of 
Orange's declaration with fuch powerful arguments to> 
juftify and promote the re-mlution. 

Thciefore Si church-of'England man abhors the hu- 
mour of the age, in delighting to fling fcandals upon the 
clergy in general ; which^ bendes the difgrace to the re- 
format ten, and to religion itfelf, caft an ignominy upon 
the kingdom, that it doth not deferve. We have no 
better materials to compound the prieflhood of, than< 
the mafs of mankind, which, corrupted as it is, thofe 
who receive orders mufl have fome vices to leave behind 
diem when they enter into the church ; and if a few do^ 
fiill adhere, it is no wonder, but rather a great one, that 
they are no worfe. Therefore he cannot think ambi- 
tion or h've ofponMer more juftly laid to their charge,, 
dian to other men ; becaufe that would be to make re* 
ligion it£?lf, oratleaft thebeft confBtution of church- 
government 9 anfwerable for the errors and depravity of 
human nature. 

Within thefe laft two hundred ycary, all forts of tem- 
poral power have been wreftcd from the clergy, and 
inuch of their ecclefiaftic : the reafon or juftice of which 
pro<;eeding I ihall not examine ; but that the remedies 



overturning the (late, for the murder of 
the indignity of an ufurpation ; yet thefe 
their partifans^ are continually reproachij 
and laying to their charge the pride, the 
luxury, Uic ignorance, and fuperitition o 
for athoufand years pail. 

He thinks it a fcandal to government, 
unlimited Eberty Ihould be afiowed of pu 
againft thofe dodrines in religion, whereii 
have agreed ; much more to connive at 
rejed all revelation, and by their confe 
deny the very being of a God, Surely ii 
cient atonement for the writers, thai 
much lovalty to the prefent government 
up and down (bme arguments m favotir of 
that they dispute as ftrenuouHy as they a 
ef confcience, and inveigh largely again] 
flics under the nzm^^i high-ckurch i anc 
der the fheher of fome popular princip 
and religion^ undermine the founidationi 
and virtue. 

As he doth not reckon twtiy fchifm of 

nature which fome would reprcfont, fo he i; 

clofmg with the new opinion of thofe wh< 
5*. — _ -? .11 1 '11 
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called) were as great as it is with us, and though they 
affeded to follow jjaftors of that denomination ; yet 
thoie paflors had £pifa>pal ordination, poflefTed prefer- 
ments in the church, and were fometimes promoted to 
biihoprics themielves. But a breach in the general form 
of worfhip was, in thofe days, reckoned fo dangerous 
and iinful in itfelf, and fo oiFenfive to Roman Catholics 
at home and abroad, that it was too unpopular to be at- 
tempted ; neither, I believe, was the expedient then 
found out, of maintaining feparate paflors out of pri- 
vate purfes. 

When a fchifm is once fpread in a nation, there 
grows at length a difpute, which are the fchiCinatics. 
Without entering on the arguments ufed by both iides 
among as to fix the guilt on each other, it is certain, 
that, m the fenfe of the law, the fchi/m lies on that fide 
which oppofeth itfelf to the religion of the ftate. I 
leave it among the di'vines to dilate upon the danger of 
fchifm as a Spiritual evil ; but I would confider it only as 
a temporal one. And I think it clear, that any great fe- 
paration from the eftablifhed worfhip, though to a new 
' one that is more pure and perfect, may be an occafion of 
endangering the public peace ; becaufe it will compofe 
' a body always in referve, prepared to follow any dif^ 
contented heads, upon theplaufible pretexts of advan- 
cing true religion^ and oppofing error, fuperftition, or 
idolatry. For this reafon Plato lays it down as a ma- 
xim. That men ought to ijjorjhip the gods according to the 
laws of the country ; and he introduces Socrates, in his 
laft dilcourfe, utterly difbwning the crime laid to his 
charge, oi teaching ne^jo di^vinities^ or methods of wor- 
fhip. Thus the poor Hugonots of France were engaged 
in a civil war by the fpecious pretences of fome, who, 
under the guife of religion, facrificed fo many thoufand 
lives to their own ambition and revenge. Thus was 
the whole body of Puritans in England drawn to be in- 
flruments or abettors of all manner of villany, by the 
artifices of ay^w men^ whofe defigns from the firft were 
levelled to deflroy the conflitution both of religion and 
government *. And thus, even in Holland itfelf, 

• LonJ Clarendon's hiftory. 
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where it is pretended that the variety of feds live fo 
amicably together, and in fuch j>erfe£l obedience to the 
magiilratey it is notorious, how a turbulent party join- 
ing with the Arminians, did, in the memory of our fa- 
thers, attempt to deflroy the liberty of that republic. 
So that, upon the whole, where fedls are tolerated in a 
ftate, it is fit they fhould enjoy a full liberty of con- 
fcience, and every other privilege of free-born fubjeds, 
to <wbicb no power is annexed. And to preferye their o- 
bedience upon all emergencies, a government cannot 
give them too much eale, nor trufl them with too little 
pom}er, i 

The clergy are ofually charged with 2iperfecutingfpiriu 
which they are faid to difcover by an implacable hatred 
to all dijfenters : and this ap|>ears to be more unreafon- 
able, becaufe they fufFer leis In their intercfts by a toU- 
ration^ than any of the conforming laity ; for while the 
church remains in its prefent form, no difienter can pof- 
iibly have any ihare in its dignities, revenues, or power ; 
whereas, by once receiving the facrament, he is render- 
ed capable of the higheft employments in the fbte. 
And it is very pofTible, that a narrow education, to- 

f ether with a mixture of human infirmity, may help to 
eget among fome of the clergy in pojfejion fuch an a- 
verfion and contempt for all inno<vators^ as phyjicians arc 
apt to have for empirics ; or laivyers tor pettifoggersy Oi 
merchants foT pedlars : but fmce the number of feda- 
ries doth not concern the clergy, either in point of in- 
tereft or confcience, (it being an evil not in their powei 
to remedy), it is more fair and reafonable to fuppofe 
their diflike proceeds from the dangers they apprehend 
to the peace of the commonwealth, in the ruin whereoi 
they muft expedl to be the firft and greateft fufFerers. 

To conclude this /e^ion, it muft be obferved, that 
there is a very good word, which hath of late fnffered 
much by both parties ; I mean moderation; which the one 
fide very juftly difowns, and the other as unjuftly pre- 
tends to. Beiide what pafles every day in converfation, 
any man who reads the papers publifhed by Mr Lefley, 
and others of his ftamp, muft needs conclude, that il 
this author could make the nation fee his adverfaries un- 
der the colours he paints t)aem in, we have nothing elfc 

t£ 
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to do, bat rife as one man, and defboy fuch wretches 
from the face of the earth. On the other fide, how 
ihall we excufe the advocates for moderation ? among 
whom I could appeal to a hundred papers of univerfal 
approbation, by the caufe .they were writ for, which 
lay fuch principles to the whole body of the Tories^ as, 
if they were true, andbelicved, our next bufincfs fhould, 
in prudence, be, to ered gibbets in every parifh, and 
Jiang them out of the way. But I fuppofe it is pre- 
famed, the common people underftand raillery^ or at 
Icaft rhetoric ; and will not take hyperboles in too literal 
a fenfe ; which however in fome jundlures might prove a 
deiperate experiment. And this is moderation^ in the 
jfttf^ifr^ fenfeofthe word; to which, fpeaking impar- 
tially, the bigots of both parties are equally intitled. 



SECT. II. 

Thejentiments of a church-of-England man, <with re* 
fpeSl to government* 

WE look upon it as a very juft reproach, though 
we cannot agree where to fix it, that there 
fliould be fo much violence and hatred in religious mat- 
ters among men who agree in all fundamentals, and 
only differ in fome ceremonies, or, at moft, mere fpe- 
cidative points. Yet is not this frequently the cafe 
between contending parties in a ftate ? For inflance, do 
not the generality oiJVhigs and Tories amorg us profefs 
to agree in the {^mt fundament als^ their loyalty to the 
Queen, theirabjurationof the/r^r^«</ifr, the fettlement 
of the crown in the Proteftant line, and a revolution- 
principle? their afft-ftion to the church eftablifhed, with ' 
toleration of difTenters ? Nay, fometimes they go far- 
ther, and pafs over into each other's principles ; the 
Whigs become great aflerters of the prerogative, and 
the Tories, of the people's liberty ; thefe crying down 
almofl the whole fet of bifhops, and thofe defending 
them : (o that the differences fairly dated, would be 
much of a fort with thofe in religion among us, and a- 
mount to little more than, 'whojhould take flact^ or %% 
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in and out firftj or kifs the ^en^s hand ; and wi^t a 
thefe but a few court-ceremonies ? or, lubo JhouUhe in t 
•miniftry ; and what is that to the body of the natio 
but a vasxt fpeculati<iH point ? Yet I think it moil be : 
lowed, that no religious fe£b ever carried their muti 
averfions to greater heights than our ilate-parties ha 
done, who, the more to inflame their paflions, ha 
mix^ religions and civil animoflties togedier ; borro^ 
ing one of their appellations from the church, wi 
the addition of high and lo^y how little (bever th 
diiputes relate to the term, as it is generally underftoc 

I now proceed to deliver the fentiments of -a cbun 
of 'England man, with refpcdl to government. 

He doth not think the church of England fo narro 
ly calculated, that it cannot fall in with any rega! 
Ipecies of government ; nor doth he think any one i 
gular fpecies of government more acceptable to G 
than another. The three ^nerally received in t 
fchools have, all of them, their feveral perfections, a 
are fubjeft to their feveral depravations. However, fi 
Hates are ruined by any defeft in th^ir inflitution, t 
generally by the corruption of manners, againfl whi 
the beft inftitution is no longer a fecurity, and withe 
which a very ill one may fubfifl and flouriih ; when 
there are two pregnant inftances now in Europe. T 
iirft is, the ariftocracy of Venice ; which, founded up 
the wifeft maxims, and digefted by a great length 
time, hath in our age admitted fo many aouies, throu 
the degeneracy of the nobles, that the period of its d 
ration feems to approach. The other is the united \ 
publics of the Statcs-Generaly where a vein of temj 
ranee, induftry, parfimony, and a public (pirit, n 
ning through the whole body of the people, hath p: 
ferv^ed an infant commonwealth, of an untimely bii 
and fickly conftitution, for above an hundred yea 
through fo many dangers and difficulties^ as a mu 
more healthy one could never have fhiiggled agai 
without thofc advantages. 

Where fecurity of perfon and property are prefen 
by laws, which none but the fwhole can repeal, there 1 
great ends of government are provided for, whether t 
adminiftradon be in the hands of one or oS many. Wh 
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any one per/on or body of men, who do not reprefent 
the*ai;A0/^, feize into their hands the power in the laft 
reibrt, there is properly no longer a government^ but 
what Ariftotlc and his followers call the abufe and cor- 
ruption of one. This diftin6iion excludes arbitrary- 
power, in whatever numbers ; which, notwithllanding 
all that Hobbc5, Filmer, and others, have faid to its 
advantage, I look upon as a greater evil than anarchy 
itfelf ; as much as 2L/a*vage is in a happier ftate of life^ 
than a Jla^e at the oar. 

It is reckoned ill manners, as well as unreafonable, 
ibr m^n to quarrel upon difference in opinion ; becaufe 
that is ufoally fuppoled to be a thing which no man can 
help in himfelf. But this I do not conceive to be an 
nmverfal infallible maxim, except in thofe cafes where 
the queition is pretty equally difputed among the learn- 
ed and the wife. Where it is otherwife, a man of to- 
lerable reafon, fbme experience, and willing to be in- 
ftra^ted, may apprehend he has got into a wrong opi- 
nion, though the whole courfe of his mind and incli- 
nation would perfuade him to believe it true : he may 
be conx'inced that he is in an error, though he does not 
fee where it lies, by the bad effefts of it in the common 
condud of his life, and by obferving thofe perfons, 
for whofe wifdom and goodnefs he hath the greateft de- 
ference, to be of a contrary fentimcnt. According to 
Hobbes's comparifon of reajoning with cajiing up ac- 
counts, whoever finds a miftake in the fuin toiaU ninft 
allow himfelf out, though, after repeated trials, he may 
not fee in which article he has milreckoned. I will in- 
ftance in one opinion, which I look upon every man 
obliged in confcicnce to quit, or in prudence to conceal ; 
I mean, that whoever argues in defence of alifolutc 
power in a fmgle pcrfon, though he offers the old plau- 
iiblc plea, that // his npinion^ ^-jchich he cannot help, un- 
hfs he he convincedy ought in all free ^ViXz^ to be treated 
as the common enemy of mankind. Yet this is hiid as 
a heavy charge upon the clergy of the two reigns before 
the re-volution, who, undeV the terms q^ fajjin^e obedience 
and nou-refiftancey arc faid to have preached up the un- 
limited power of the prince, becaufe they found it a 
doftrine thjit plcafed the court, and made way for their 

Vol. I. X ^?'i^\i::»Cv«v\. 
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preferment. . And I believe, there may be truth enoni 
in this accuifation to convince us, that haman frail 
will too often interpofe itfelf among perfons of the h 
Heft function. However, it may l^ offered in exci 
for the clergy, that in the beft focietie$ there are foi 
ill members, which a corrupted court and miniftry w 
induftrioufly £nd out and introduce. Befides, it is n 
nifeft, that the greater number of thofe who held a 
preached this do6lrine« were mifguided by equivoc 
terms, and by perfed ignorance in the prinaples 

fovemment, w^ich they had not made any part of tb 
udy. The queftion originally put, and as I lememl: 
to have heard it difputed in public ichools, was th 
Whether y uiuUr any pnttnce what/oi^ery it nutfhtlof^ 
ful to rejift the Jupreme magiJirateP which was held 
the negative ; and thijs is certainly the right opinic 
But many of the clergy^ and other learned men, i 
ceivcd by a dubious expreflion, jniftook the ohjeS 
which pajftve ohedienct was due. By the fuprtme m 
jgiftrafe is properly underftood the legijlati*v€ pow« 
which in all governments muft be abfolute and unlim 
ed. But the ^oxdi magifirate feeming to denote a ^ 
gle per/on, and to exprefs the .executi've power, it cai 
to pais, that the obedience due to the legijlature was, f 
want of knowing or coniidering this eai^ diftin6tio 
mifapplied to the adminiftration. Neither is it any wo 
der, that the clergy^ or other well-meaning pcopl 
fliould fall into this error, which deceived Hohhes hu 
felf fo far, as to be the foundation of all the politic 
miftakes in his books \ where he perpetually confouni 
the executi've with the legijlat^'oe power ; though all wcl 
inftituted ftates have ever placed them in different hand 
AS may be obvious to thofe who know any thing of / 
thens, Sparta^ Thebes, and other republics of Ureec 
^s well as the greater ones of Carthage^nd Rome. 

Befides, it is to be confidered, that when theie doi 
trines began to 'be preached among us, the kinrdo: 
had not quite worn out the memory of that horrid r 
hellion^ under the confequences of which it hadgroanc 
glmoft twenty years. And a weak prince^ in conjuni 
tion with a fuccefRon of moft proftitute minifters, bega 
again to difpofe the people to new attempts, which 

wa 
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was, no doubt, the clergy's duty to endeavour to pre- 
vent ; though fomc of them, for want of knowledge in 
temporal affairs, and others, perhaps, from a worie 
principle, proceeded upon a topic^ that, flridlly fol- 
lowed, would inflave all mankind. 

Among other theological arguments^ made ufe of in 
thofe times in praifc of monarchy, and jnftification of 
abiblute obedience to a prince, there feemed to be one 
of a fingular nature. It was urged. That betpven was 
governed by a monarchy who had none to control 'his 
power, but was abfolutely obeyed : then it followed, 
chat earthly governments were the more pcrfeft, the 
nearer they imitated the government in heaven. All 
which I look upon as the llrongeft argument againft ^^- 
J^tic power that ever was offered ; mice no reafon can 
poflibly be ailigned, . why it is beft for the world, that 
God almighty hath fuch a power, which doth not di- 
roftly prove that no mortal inan ihould ever have the 
like. 

But though a church-of-England man thinks every 
fpecies of government equally la-wfuU he does not , 
think them equally exfedient ; or for every country in- 
differently. There may be fome thine in the climate, 
nattir^y difpoiing men towards one tort of obedience ; 
as it is manifeil all over Afia^ where we never read of 
any commonwealth, except fome fmall ones on the weft- 
em coaib eflablifhed by the Greeks. There may be a 
mat deal in the iituation of a countr}', and in the pre- 
iWit genius of the people. It hath been obferved, that 
the temperate climates ufually run into moderate go- 
vernments, and the extremes into deipotic power. It is 
a remark of Hobbes, that the youth of England arc 
corrupted in their principles of government, by reading 
the authors of Greece and Rome, who writ under com- 
monwealths. But it might have been more fairly offer- 
. ed for the honour of lioerty, that while the reft of the 
known world was over-run with the arbitrary govern- 
ment of fingle perfons, ^r// and yr/>«r^i took tbcir ri(c, 
and flooriftied, only in thofe few fmall territories where 
the people ^tre Jree. And though learning may conti- 
nue after liberty is loft, as it did m Rome, for a while, 
upon the foundations laid under the commonwealth, 
X 2 - ^^v^ 
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and the particnlar patronage of fome emperors, yet it 
hardly ever began under a tyrant^ in any nation : be- 
caufe Jla'virj is, of all things, the greateft clog and ob- 
ftacle X.0 fteculation. And, indeed, arbitrary power is 
but the nrft natural flep from anarchy^ or the fa'vage 
life ; the adjufting po-wer zm^ freedom being an effed 
and confcquence of maturer thinking : and this is no 
where fo duly regulated as in a limited monarchy ; be- 
caufe I believe it may pafs for a maxim in ilate, That 
the adminiftraiioH cannot he placed in too few bands, nor 
the legijlaiure in too many. Now, in this material point 
the conftitution of the Englilh government far exceeds 
all others at this time on the earth ; to which the pre- 
fent eilabliihment of the church doth fo happily agree, 
that, I think, whoever is an enemy to either^ muft of 
necefiity be io to both. 

He thinks, as our monarchy is confUtuted, an here- 
ditary right is much to be preferred before ele^ion ; be- 
caufe the government here, efpecially by fome late a- 
mendments, is fo regularly difpofed in all its parts, that 
it almcft executes itleif: and dierefore, upon thedeadl 
of a prince among us, the adminillration goes on with- 
out any rub or interruption. For the fame reafons, we 
have \c{^ to apprehend from the nueahiefs ox fury of our 
monarchs, who have fuch wife councils to guide the firft, 
and laws to reftrain the other. And therefore this he- 
reditary right fhould be kept fo facred, as never to 
break the fucceflion, unlefs where the preferving it may 
endanger the conftitution ; which is not from any in- 
trinfic merit or unalienable right in 2l particular family , 
but to avoid the confequences that ufually attend the 
ambition of competitors, to which eledtive kingdoms 
are expofed ; and which is the only obftacle to hinder 
them from arriving at the greateft perfediion that go- 
vernment can poflibly reach. Hence appears the abnir- 
dity of that diftindlion between asking defa3o and one 
dejure^ with refpeft to us. For every Isnuted monarch is 
a king dejure ; becaufe he governs by the content of the 
'whoUy Which is authority fufficient to aboliih all pre- 
cedent right. If a king come in by c§nfueft^ he is no 
longer a limited monarch ; if he 'afterwards confent to 

, lijuitationsi 



CHURCH-OF-ENGLAND MAN. 247 

limitations, he becomes immediately king de jure, for 
the fame reafon. 

The ereat advocates for fucceffton^ who affirm it ought 
not to DC violated upon any regard or confideration 
whatfoever, do iniift much upon one argument, that 
feems to carry little weight. They would have it, that 
a cro<wn is a prince's birth-right, and ought at leaft to 
be as well fecured to him and his pofterity, as the in- 
heritance of any private man ; in fhort, that he has the 
fame title to his kingdom, which every individual has 
to his property. Now, the confequence of this doc- 
trine muft be, that as a man may ftnd feveral ways to 
wafle, mif-fjpend, or abufe his patrimony, without be- 
ing anfwerable to the laws ; fo a king may in like man- 
ner do what he will with his oivn \ that is, he may 
fquander and mifapply his revenues, and even alienate 
the crown, without being called to an account by his 
fabjefls. They allow fuch a prince to be guilty indeed of 
much folly and wickednefs ; but for thefe he is anfvjer- 
able to Gody as every private man muft be that is guilty 
of mifmanagenient m his own concerns. Now, die fol- 
ly of this reafoning will bell appear, by applying it in a 
parallel cafe. Should any man argue, that a phyiician is 
luppofed to underftand his own art beft ; that the law 
protcdts and encourages his profefTion ; and therefore, al- 
though he fhould manifeftly prefcribe poifon to all his 
patients, whereof they fhould immediately die, he can- 
not be juftly puniflied, but is anfwerable only to God : 
or fhould the fame be offered in behalf of a divine, who 
would preach againfl religion and moral duties : in ei- 
ther of tliefe two cafes every body would find, out the 
fophiflry, and prefently anf^ver, That although common 
men are not exadly fkilled in the compofition or appli- 
cation of medicines, or in prcfcribing the limits of du- 
ty ; yet the difference between poi/cns and rcrncdies is 
cafily known by their effefls ; and common reafon fcon 
difHnguifhes between 'virtue ami <vice : and it mull be 
neceffary to forbid both thefe the further prafticc of 
their profeflions, becaufe their crimes are not purely 
perfonal to the phyiician or the divine, but deflrud!ive 
to the public. All which is infinitely flronger in re- 
ii>e<fl 10 a prince, in whofe good or ill conduft the ha^- 

X 3 ^Yafcl\ 
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pinefs or mifery of a whole nation is included ; where- 
as it is of fmall confequence to the public, farther than 
example, how any private peribn manageth his property. 

But granting that the right of a lineal faccei&r to a 
crown were upon' the fame foot with the property of a 
fubjcdt; ftill it may at any time be transferred oy the 
keiflative power, as other properties frequently are. 
The fupreme power in a ftate can ifo no 'wrong ; becaufe 
whatever that doth, is the a(flion of all : and when the 
lawyers apply this maxim to the kingj they muft under- 
Hand it only in that fenfe, as he is admiiuftrator of the 
fupreme power ; othcrwife it is not univerfally true, 
but may be controlled in feveral infbnces, eafy to pro* 
duce. 

And thefe are the topics we muft proceed upon to ja- 
ftify our excluiion of the young pretender in France % 
that of his fufpedled birth being merely popular, and 
therefore not made ufe of, as I femember, fince the re- 
volution, inanyfpeech, vote, or proclamation, where 
^ere was occafion to mention him. 

As to the abdication of King James, which the advo- 
cates on that fide look upon to have been forcible and 
unjuft, and confequently void in itfelf, I think a man 
may obferve every article of the Englifh ch^irch, with- 
out being in much pain about it. It is not unlikely, 
that all doors were laid open for his departure, and 
perhaps not without the privity of the Prince of Orange; 
as reafonably concluding, that the kingdom mi^ht bet* 
ter be fettled in his abfence. Brit to affirm he had any 
caufe to apprehend the fame treatment with his faf her, 
is an improbable fcandal flung upon the nation bv a 
few Jbiebtted French fcribblers, or the invidious affcr- 
tioflfot a ruined party at home in the bitternefs of didr 
fouls ; not one material circumftance agreeing with thofe 
{n 1648 ; and the greateft part of the nation having prc- 
ferved the utmoft horror for that ignominious murdffy 
But whether his removal were caufed by his own fearh 
or other mens artifices^ it is manifeft to me, that, fuD«' 
poling the throne to be vacant, which was the foot the 
nation went upon, the body of the people was thereup- 
on left at liberty to chufe what form of government 
they pleafed, by themfelves, or their reprefentativcs. 

The 
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The only difficulty of any weight againft the pro- 
^dings at the revolution, is an obvious objedion, to 
dch the writers upon that fubjedl have not yet given 
lire& or fufficient aufwer ; as if they were in pain at 
ne confequences, which they apprehend thofe of the 
atrary opinion might draw from it. ' I vsdll repeat 
s objedhon, as it was t)ffered me fome time ago, with 
its advantages, by a very pious, learned, and wor- 
f gentleman of the nonjuring party *. 
The force of his argument turned upon this. That 

* laws made by the mpreme power cannot otherwife 
m by the fupreme power be annulled : That this con- 
ing in England ot a King, Lords, and Commons, 
lereof each have a negative voice, no two of them 
a repeal or enaft a law without confent of the third ; 
ich lefs may any one of them be entirely excluded 
)m its part of the legillature by a vote of the other 
o : That all thefe maxims were openly violated at 
2 revolution y where an aflembly of the nohles and 
ipie, not fummoned by the King's writ, (which was 

efTential part of the confHtution), and confequently 
I lawful meeting, did, merely upon their own autho- 
y, declare the King to have abdicated, the throne 
cant ; and gave the crown by a vote to a nephe^w^ 
len there were three children to inherit ; though, by 
e fundamental laws of the realm, the next heir is im- 
ediately to fucceed. Neither doth it appear, how a 
ince's abdication can make any other fort of vacancy 
the throne, than would be caufed by his death ; fmce 

cannot abdicate for his children, (who claim their 
rht of fucccflion by adt of parliament), otherwife 
m by his own conient, in form, to a bill from the 
houfes. 

And this is the difficulty that feems chiefly to flick 
th the moft reafonable of thofe who, from a mere 
ruple of confcience, refufe to join with us upon the 
irolution-principle \ but for the reft are, I believe, as 
r from lovirg arbitrary government as any others can 

* Mr Nelfln^ author of the fcaAs and ^dls of the church of 
gland. 

be^ 
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be, who are born under a free confUtotiony and are al- 
lowed to have the leaft (hare of common good fenfe. 

In this objection there are two queftions included, 
Firfty Whether, opon the foot of our conltitution, aa 
it ftood in the reign of the late King James, a king of 
England may be depofed ? The fecond is, Whether the 
people of England, convened by their own authority, 
after the king had withdrawn himfelf in the manner he 
did, had power to alter the fucceffion ? 

As for the firft, it is a point I fhall not prefume to 
determine ; and fhall therefore only fay, that, to any 
man who holds the negative, I would demand the li- 
berty of putting the cafe as flronglv as I pleafe. I will 
foppofe a prince limited by laws like ours, yet running 
into athoufand caprices of^ cruelty, like Nero or Cali- 
gula ; I will fuppofe him to murder his mother and his 
wife; to commit iiiceft, to ravifh matrons, to blow up 
the fenate, and burn his metropolis ; openly to renounce 
God and Chrift, and worfhip the Devil : thefe, and the 
like exhorbitancies, are in the power of a fingleperfon 
to commit without the advice of a minifhy, or afliftancc 
of an army. And if fuch a king as I have defcribcd, 
cannot be depofed but by his own confent in parliament, 
I do not well fee how he can be rejifted. ; or what can 
be meant by a limited monarchy ; or what fignifies the 
people's confent in making and repealing laws, if the 
perfon who adminifters, hath no tie but confcience, and 
IS anfwerable to none but God. I defire no flronger 
proof that an opinion mull be falfe, than to find very 
great abfurdities annexed to it ; and there cannot be 
greater than in the prefent cafe ; for it is not a bare 
ipeculation, that kings may run into fuch enormities as 
are above mentioned ; the pra<ruce may be proved by 
examples, not only drav/n from the firft Cxfars, or la- 
ter Emperors, but many modern princes of Europe ; 
fuch as Peter the Cruel, Philip II. of Spain, John Ba- 
filovits of Mufcovy ; and, in our own nation. King 
John, Richard III. and Henry VIII. But there cannot 
be equal abf'jrdities fuppofedin maintaining the contra- 
ry opinion ; becaufe it is certain, that princes have it in 
their power to keep a majority on their fide by any to- 
Jeiable adminillration, till provoked by continual op- 

^refiioDs; 
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preflions ; no man indeed can then anfwer where the 
madnefs of the people will flop. 

As to the fecond part of the objeftion, Whether the 
people of England, convened by their own aathority, 
upon King James's precipitate departure, had power to 
alter the i'ucceffion ? 

In anfwer to this, I think it is manifeil from the 
pradlice of the wifeft nations, and who feem to have 
had the trueft notions of freedom, that when a prince 
was laid aiide for male-admini(h*ation, the noiles and 
feolUj if they thought it neceflary for the public weal, 
did refume die adminiilration of the fupreme power, 
(the power itfelf having been always in them), and 
did not only alter the fuccefTon, but often the ytry 
fbnn of government too ; becaufe they believed there 
was no natural right in one man to govern another, but 
that all was by infHtution, force or confent. Thus, 
thccif**s of Greece, when they drove out their tyran- 
nical kings, either chdfe others from a new family, or 
abolifhed the kingly government, and became free ftates. 
Thus the Romans, upon the expulfion of Tarquin, found 
it inconvenient for them to be fubjedt any longer to the 
pride, the luft, the cruelty and arbitrary will: 'of. fmglc 
perfbns ; and therefore, by general confetit^ ^tirely 
altered the whole frame of dieir government. Nor do Jl 
find the proceedings of either, in this point, to have b«i 
condemned by any hiftorian of the fucceeding ages, 'fj^ J 

But a great deal hath been already faid by other wl(rjw 
ters apon this invidious and beaten fubjeA ; therefore I If* 
fliall let it fall ; though the point is commonly millaken, ^ 
efpecially by the iaivyers ; who, <?f all others, feem leaft 
to underfbmd the nature of government in general ; 
like under- workmen, who are expert enough at making 
a liBgle wheel in a clock, but are utterly ignorant how 
loadjufb the feveral parts, or regulate the movements. 

To return, therefore, from this digreffion : It is a 
cbwxh-'ofr'England man^s opinion, that the freedom of a 
nation confifts in an abfblute unlimited legijlati've fo^er^ 
wherein the whole body of the people are fairly repre- 
fented,and in an executi'ue duly limited 'y becaufe on this 
fide likewife there may be dangerous degrees, and a 
rery ill extreme. For when two parties in a ilate are 
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SERMON L 

On the T R I N I T.T. 

I Epiftle go^cral of St Jobv ▼• 7. 

Fcr there are three that heeur reeerdiu hemivem^ the Fathety 
the Word^ emdthe Helj Gb^ i amd tkeje tbmmr^m* 

THIS day being fet j^MUt to acknowle^ oor 
belief in £e eternal Trimii^ I tboagkt it 
might be proper to employ myptefentdiP 
coiirie entirely upon that fubje^ ; and I hope to handle 
it in fuch a manner, that die moft ignorant among yw 
may return home better infbnned of your dniy in diis , 
great point, than probably you are at preient. 1 

It mail be confeffed, that by the weaknefs and in- ! 
difcretion of bufy (or, at beft, of well-meaning) people, i 
as well as by the malice of thoTe who are enemies to all 1 
revealed religion, and are not content to poflefs their « 
own infidelity in (ilence, without commumcating it to .' 
the difturbance of mankind ; I fay, by thefe means, it 

• Thefc fcrmons arc curious, and curious for fuch xeafons a» 1 
would make other works dcfpicablc. They were written in a care- j 
]ef8 hurrying manner ; and were the offspring of npceffity, not of » 
choice : fo that one will fee the original force of the Dean's genius j 
more in thcfe compofitions, that were the legitimate fons of duty, * 
than in other pieces that were the natural fons of love. They were I 
held in fucJi low cftccm in his own thoughts, that, fome years be* 
fore he died, he gave away the whole collection to Dr Sheridan, 
with the utmoft indifference : '* Here," (ays he, " are a bundle of 
'* my old fermons. You may have them if you pleafe. They 
" may be of ufe to you, they have never been of any to roc." 
Th'; jiarcrl given to Dr Sheridan coniifted, as I have heard, of a- 
bout ihirty-fivc fcrmons. Three or four only arc publifhed ; and 
thofc I have rc^id over vjilViatlcrvtion, Orrery, 
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mull be confeded, that the dc6lrine of thcTiinity hath 
fttffered very much, and made Chriftianity fufFer along 
with it. For thofc two things iruft be granted : Firlt, 
That men -of "wicked lives would be very glad there were 
no trutli in Chrillianity at all ; and, feconuly, It tJcy can 
pick out any one fmgic article in the Chrillian religion 
which appears not agreeable to their own corrupted 
reaibn, or to the argug^ts of thofe bad peo]ile wJio 
follow the trade of fedudB| others, they prefcntly con- 
clude, that the truth of the whole gofpel muft fmk along 
with that one article. Which is j oft as wile, as if a maii 
fhould hy-y becaufe "he tiiflikes one law of his country, 
be will therefore obferve no law at all ; and yet that 
one law may be very reafonable in itfelf, although he 
does not allow it, or does not know -the reafon of the 
lawgivers. 

Thus it hath happened with tbe great doftrine of the 
Trinity 4 which word is indeed not in fcripture, but was 
a term ©f art invented in the earli«r times, to expnefs 
the do^bine by a iingle word, for the fake of brevity 
and convenience. The do6lrine then as delivered ia 
holy fcripture, though not exadlly in the fame words, 
is very ihort, and amounts only to this : That the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, are each of them 
God, and yet there is but one God. For as to the word 
per/ofty when we (ay there are three perfons ; and as to 
thofe odicr -explanations in the Athanafian creed, this 
day read to you, (whether -compiled by Athanafius or 
no), they were taken up three hundred years after Chriil, 
to expound this doftrine ; and I will tell you upon what 
occaflon. About that time there Iprang up a herefy of 
people called Arians^ from one Arius the leader of them. 
Thefe denied our Saviour to be God, althwigh they al- 
lowed all the reft of the goipel, (wherein they were 
more fincere than their followers among us). Thus 
tiie Chriilian world was divided into two parts, till at 
length, by the zeal and courage of St Athanafius, the 
Arians were condemned in a general council, and a creed 
ibrmed upon the true faith, as St Athanafius hath fet- 
tled it. This creed is now read at certain times in oui* 
churches ; which although it is ufeful for edification to 
thofe who underlland it, yet fmcc it contains fome nice 

^0^.1. Y ^xAt 
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Er.d philofcphical points, which few people can com- 
prehend, the bulk of mankind is obliged to believe no 
more than the fcripture-doftrine, as I have delivered 
it ; becaufe that creed was intended only as an anfwer 
to ihe Arians in their own way, who were very fubtilc 
diiputers. 

13 ut tills hcrefy having revived in the world about an 
hur.drcd years ago, and continued ever fincc ; not out 
of a zeal to truth, but to giveXMoofe to wickednefs, by 
tl»rin\ ing cff all religion ; feveral divines, in order to 
auAser the cavils ot thofe adverfaries to truth and mo- 
rality, began to find out farther explanations of this 
dcdrir.c cl the Trinity by rules of philofophy ; which 
I'.ave ir.ijltiplied controverfies to fucha degree, as tobe- 
j- et fcruplcs that have perplexed the minds of many fo- 
her Chriftiars, whootherwife could never have enter- 
tained them^ 

1 muit therefore be fo bold to affirm, that the method 
trken by nr.any of thofe learned men to defend the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, hath been founded upcm a mif- 
■take. 

It miift he allowed, that every onan is bound to fot 
low the rules and direflions of that meafure of reafon 
V I'ich God hnih ^iven him. And indeqd he cannot do 
(.therwifc, if he will be fmccre, or a£l like a man. For 
ini^.rnce, ifl fiiould be commanded by an angel from 
h^'iLwn to believe it is midnight at noon- day ; yet I 
CUV Id net believe him. So if I were diredlly told in 
U ri i:tv.re, that t^ree are one, and one is fJSree, 1 could 
VA'i concei\c or believe it, in the natural common fenfe 
ci'tbiA exf u fiicn ; but muft fuppofe, that fomething dark 
or myfticai was meant, which it pieafed God to conceal 
from me, and from all the world. Thus, in the text, 
Tine are three that bear record, &c. Am I capable of 
knowing and defining, what union and what diflin£iion 
thcie may be in tlie divine nature, which poffibly may be 
hid from the angels themfelves ? Again, I fee it plainly 
declared in fcriprure, tliat there is but one God ; and 
yet 1 find our Sa\ iour claiming the prerogative of God, 
in knov/ing mens thoughts; in faying. He and his Father 
are one ; and, Brfcre Abraham ivas^ I am, 1 read, thi.t 
i&x difciplcs woilhipped him ; that Thomas faid to him, 

My 
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My Lord and my God ; and St John, chap, i, Ln the begin- 
ning ivas the H^ord, and the Word ifjas nuitb God, and the 
Wordnvas God. I read like wife, that the Hvoly Gholl 
beftowed the gift of tongues, and the po'.ver of work- 
ing miracles ; which, if rightly considered, is a:> g; cat a 
miracle as,any, that a number of illiterate men lliculd 
of a Aidden be qualified to fpcak all the Ianguric;cs then 
known in the world ; fuch as could be done by the 
infpiration of God alone *. From thefe fcveral texts it 
is plain, that God commands us to believe there is an 
nmon, and there is a dilHn^cion ; but what that union, 
or what that diilin£don is, all mankind arc equally ig- 
norant, and muft continue fo, at leafl till the day of 
judgment, without fome new revelation. 

But becauie I cannot conceive the nature of this 
union and diftindUon in the divine nature, am I there* 
fore to rejed them as abfurd and impoiiible, as I would 
if any one told me^ that three men are one, and one 
man is three ? We are told, that a man and his .wife are 
«ne fieih : this I can comprehend, the meaning of; yet,. 
literally taken, it is a thing impoCible. But the apollle 
tells us. We fee but in part^ etnd ay/ knotw but in part ; 
and yet we would comprehend all the fecret ways and 
workings of God. 

Therefore I (hall again repeat the dodhine of the 
Trinity, as it is pofitively affirmed in fcripture : That 
God is there expreiled in three different names, as Fa- 

• In defending the peculiar doftrines of Chriftiinity, perhips it ffj 
alWays bcft to infift upon the pofitive evidence, as th^ Dean bar. 
done in this fcrmon : for in every queilion, he who uniertak^" to ob- 
viate objections, muft neccnarily be foiled by him who purs thvT:>. 
By the human inteijc^l, little more than th-i furraco cf thin, s caj» 
be known; and therefore fpcculative obit-ftions, which wotilil p-.i^^l- 
an able philofophcr, mxy be eafily raifed even agninfb thofe tn.'ths 
which admltof practical demorfiiration. It was once obicitcl to .\ 
philofo^her, who was explaining the laws of motion, Th.tt i'km- 
could be no fuch thing ; for that a body muIV move either in th;' pl.ut 
in which it «, or in thie place in which it is not j but Loih Lcij^ 
impoflible, there could be no motion. Thi- obje«5lion the piiilofiph^ 
immediately removed, by wallcing cro^^ the roon>. AnJ it" no je wl*:c 
to triumph in the Orengih of popular ob'c^'.ons pgainft Ch-'.lH. ':::;; . 
but thofe who could othcrwife fhew the fallacy <>i \.\\\'^. n-i •;:i'^ :tu>- 
tion, the number o\' motcfl p.bihf:f>h€rs c'im:)ng u: v.o'.ilJ p .\:^\;\\ i)C 
vjuy few. liawkff. 
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thcr, as Son, nnd as Holy Ghoft ; that each of thefc is 
( J od, and that there is but one God. But this union 
and diilindlion ace a myiiery utterly unknown to maiw 
kind. 

This is cnnuj^h for any 2:ood Chriftian to belie\'e on 
this r.rc.it article, without ever inquiring ^y farther. 
And tliis can be contrary to no man's reafon, although 
The kiuv.vlcdge of it is hid from him. 
. But tl ere i:. another diliiculty, of great importance l^- 
mong thoic who quarrel with the dodrine of the Tri- 
nity, a<; Will as with fcvcral other articles of Chriftiani- 
ty ; which i^, That our religion abounds in myfteries j 
and tliefc they are fo bold to re\'ile as cant, im- 
rofture, and prieftcraft. Itisimpoffible for us to de- 
fc.*mi:ie, for what reafons God thought fit to communi- 
cate Ipmc things to us in pait, and leave fbme part a 
m) llcry ; but fo it is in fad, and fo the holy fcriptores 
tell us in fcvcral places. For inftance, the refurredion 
and change o£ our bodies are called m)rfteries by St 
Paul ; our Saviour's incarnation is another ; the king- 
dom of God is called a myftery by our Saviour, to be 
only known to his difcipks ; ib is ^th, and the word of 
( lod, by St Paul. I omit many others. So that to de- 
claj-e again il all n)yfteries without diftinftion or excep- 
tion, is to declare againft the whole tenor of the New 
Tellp.mcnt. 

I'licre are two conditions that may bring a myftery 
unJcr fufpicion. Firfl, When it is* not taught and com- 
manded in holy writ ; or, fecondly, When the myftery 
Mrns to the advantage of thofe who preach it to others. 
Now, as to the firft, it can never be faid, that we 
preach myftcncs without warrant from holy fcripture; 
although I confcfs this of the Trinity may have 
fomctimes been explained by human invention, which 
might perhaps better have teen fpared. As to the fc- 
cond, it will not be pofHble to charge the Proteftant 
pricfthood with propofing any temporal advantage to 
themfelvcs by broaching, or multiplying, or preaching 
of iftyfleries. Does this myftery of the Trinity^ forin- 
ftance, and the defccnt of the Holy Ghoft, bring the 
Jcaft profit or power to the preachers ? No ; it is as 
great a myftery to themfelves, as it is to the meaneftof 

tJieir 
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their hearers ; and may be rather a caufe of humiliation, 
by putting their underilanding in that point upon a level 
with the moft ignorant of their flock. It is true indeed, 
the Roman church hath very much enriched herfcif by 
trading in myfteries, for which they have not the leait 
authority from fcripture, and which were fitted only to 
advance their own tiemporal wealth and grandeur ; fuch 
as trattfubftaniiaticHy iJoorJJnppitig of images^ iniiulgences 
forjins^ purgatory y and majfes for the dead ; with many 
more. But it is the perpetual talent of thofe who have 
ill-will to our church, or a contempt for all religion, 
taken up by the wickednefs of their lives, to charge us 
with the errors and corruptions of Popery, which all 
Proteftants have thrown off near two hundred )*ears : 
whereas thofe myfteries held by us have no profpedl of 
power, pomp, or wealth ; buthave been ever maintain- 
ed by the univerfal body of true believers from the days^ 
of the apoftles, and will be fo to the refurredUon ; nei- 
ther will the gates of hell prevail againft them. 

It may be thought perhaps a ftrangc thing, that God' 
fliould require us 10 believe myfteries, while the reafoii 
or manner of what we are to believe is above our cojii- 
prehenfion, and wholly concealed from us. Neithei 
doth it appear at firft fight, that the believing or not 
believing them doth concern either the glory of God, 
or contribute to the goodnefs or wickednefs of our livej. 
But this is a great and dangerous miftake. We fee, 
what a mighty weight is laid upon faith both in the Old 
and New Teftament. In the former we read, how the 
fiuth of Abraham is praifed, who could believe that God 
would raife from him a great nation, at the very fanie 
time that he was commanded to facrifice his only fon,. 
and defpaired of any other iffue : and this v/as to him 
a great myftery. Our Saviour is perpetually preaching 
faith to his difciples, or reproaching them witli the want 
of it; and St Paul produceth numerous examples of 
the wonders done by faith. And all this is highly rea- 
fonable : for faith is an entire dependence upon th« 
truth, the power^ the juftice,. and the mercy of God ; . 
which dependence' will certainly incline us to obey him 
in all things. So that the great excellency of faith 
confifts in.the confequence it hath upon our a<^lions : a* 
Y 3 Ife 
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if we depend upon the truth and wifdom of a man, w 
fhalV certainly be more difpofed to follow his advice 
Therefore let no man think, that he can lead as good 
moral life without faith, as with it ; for this reafon, be 
caufe he who has no faith, cannot, by the fbrength of hi 
own reafon or endeavours, Co eailly re£ft temptations, i 
the otlier, who depends upon God's afliAance in the ovei 
coming his frailties, and is fure to be rewarded for e^'e 
in heaven, for his vidory over them. Faith, ^ys the i 
poflle, // the tvidence of things notfeen* He means, th« 
faith is a virtue, by which any thing commanded i 
by God to believe, appears evident and certain to ui 
although we do not iee, nor can conceive it ; becau: 
by faim we entirely depend upon the truth and pow< 
of God. 

It is an old and true diftin£Uon, that things may I 
above our reafon, without being contrary to it. Of eh 
kind are the power, the nature, and the univerfal pn 
fence of God, with innumerable othej; points. Ho 
little do thofe who quarrel with myHeries, know i 
the comnioneil adtions of nature ? The growth of an : 
nimal, of a plant, or of the fmallefl feed, is a myftei 
to the wifeil among men. If an ignorant perfbn we 
told, that a loadltone would draw iron at a diftano 
he might fay, it was a thing contrary to his reafon, ar 
could not believe before he faw it with his eyes, 

The manner whereby the foul and body arc unitef 
and how they are diihnguifhed, is wholly onaccoun 
able to us. Jii^e fee but one part, and yet we kno 
we coniifl of ti^o ; and this is a myftery we cannot con 
prehend, any more that of the Trinity. 

From what hath been faid, it is manifeft^ that Gc 
did never command us to believe, nor his minifters i 
preach, any dodririe which is contrary to the reafon 1 
hath pleafed to endue us witK ; but, for his own wi 
ends, has thought fit to conceal from us the nature < 
the thing he commands ; thereby to try our faith an 
obedience, and increafe our dependence upon him. 

It is highly probable, that if God fhould pleafe i 
reveal unto us this great myflery of the Trinity, or fon 
other myfleries in our holy religion, we fhould not \ 
able to underHand them, unlefs he would at the fan 

tin) 
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time think fit 19 beflow on us fome powers new or facul- 
ties of the mindy which we want at prefent, and are re-, 
ierved till the day of refurredion to life eternal. For 
no-w^ as the apoille fays, ive fee through a glafs darkly y 
hut then face to face. 

Thus, we fee, the matter is brought to this iflue ; 
we muft either believe what God diredly commands us 
in holy fcripture, or we mufl wholly rejed the fcripturc, 
and the Chriflian religion, which we pretend to profefs. 
But this, I hope, is too defperate a ftep for any of us to 
make. 

I have already obferved, that thofe who preach up the 
belief of the 7r/»/Vy, or of any other myilery, cannot 
propoie any temporal advantage to themfelves by fo 
doing. But this is not the cafe of thofe who oppofe thefe 
do^lrines. Do they lead better moral lives than a good 
Chriftian ? Are they more juft in their dealings ? more 
chaile, or temperate, or charitable ? Nothing at all of 
this ; but, on the contrary, their intent is to overthrow 
all religion, that they may gratify their vices, without 
any reproach from the world, or their own confcience ; 
and are zealous to bring over as many others as they 
can to their own opinioi^ ; becaufe it is fome kind of 
imaginary comfort, to have a multitude on their fide. 

There is no miracle mentioned in holy writ, which,. 
if it were &s\&\y examined, is not as much contrary to 
conmion reafon, and as much a myftery^ as this doc- 
trine of the Trinity ; and therefore we may with equal 
Ja^e deny the truth «f them all. For inilance, it is 
againft the laws of nature, that a human body fhould 
be able to walk upon the water, as St Peter is recorded 
to have done ; or that a dead carcafe fhould be raifed 
from the grave ^ter three days, when it began to cor- 
rupt ; which thofe who underlland anatomy, will pro- 
nounce to be impofiible by the common rules of nature 
and reafon. Yet thefe miracles, and many others, art 
pofitively affirmed in the gofpel ; and thefe we muft be- 
lieve, or give up our holy religion to Atheifls and Infi- 
dels. 

I fhall now make a few inferences and obfervatioa* 
upon what hath been faid. 

Fir/^ It would be well if people would not lay {o 
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much weight on their own reafon in matters of religioii 
as to think every thing impoiHble and abfurd which the 
cannot conceive. How often do we contradict the righ 
rules of reafon in the whole couHe of our lives ? Rea 
/on itfelf is true and juft ; but the rea/Btt of every pai 
ticular man is weak and wavering, perpetually fwaye* 
and turned by his interefts, his paffions, and his vices 
Let any man but confider, when he hath a controverf 
with another, though his caufe be ever ibunjuft, thougi 
the whole world be againil him, how blinded he is b 
the love of himfelf, to believe .that right is wrong, an< 
wrong is right, when it makes for his own advantage 
Where is then the right ufe of his reaibn, which he I 
much boafts of, and which he would blafphcmoufly fe 
up to control the commands of the Almighty ? 

Sfcofii/fyy When men are tempted to deny i^e myfte 
ries of religion, let them examine and iearch into thei 
own hearts, whether they have not fomc favourite fin 
which is of their party in thi» difpute, and which i 
equally contrary to other commands of God in the go 
fpel. For why do men love darknefs rather than light. 
The fcripture tells us, Becai(/e their deeds are evil ; anc 
there can be no other reafon flCgned. Therefore whei 
men are curious and inquifitive to diicovcr fome weal 
fides in Chriftianity, and inclined to favour every thim 
that is offered to its difadvantage, it is plain they wifl 
It were not true : and thofc wiihes can proceed fron 
nothing but an evil confcience ; becaufe, if there b( 
truth in our religion, their condition muft be mifer- 
able *. 

And therefore, thirdly, men ifaould confider, tha 
railing difficulties concerning the myfteries in religion 
cannot make them more wife, learned, or virtuous j 
better neighbours, or friends, or more ferviceable tc 
their country ; but, whatever they pretend,, will dc- 



♦ It Is an high encomium on reformed Chriftianity, and a ilrong 
argument of its luperior excellence, that a corrupt life always w- 
rlines men to wiih it were not true. It does not appear, that Ma- 
hometans and Papifts wirti their religion to be faUc in proportion u 
their lives arc immoral j-and it is faid of Dryden, that not being 
able tc fortify himfelf in infidelity, he died a Papift, Hawktfi 
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ftroy their inward peace of mind, by perpetual doubts 
and fears arifing in their breafts. And God forbid we 
^fhould ever fee the times fo bad, when dangerous opi- 
nions in religion will be a means to get favour and pre- 
ferment ; although, even in fuch a cafe, it would be an 
ill traffic, to gain the world, and lofe our own fouls. 
So that, upon the whole, it will be impoffible to find a- 
ny real ufe towards a virtuous or happy life, by denying 
the myfteries of the gofpel. * 

Foiirthlyy Thofe ftrong unbelievers who cxped that 
all myfteries fhould be fquared and fitted to their own 
reafon, might have ibmewhat to fay for thcmfelves, if 
they could fatisfy the general reafon of mankind in their 
opinions. But herein they arc miferably defediive, ab- 
furd, and ridiculous. They ftrain at a gnat, and fwal- 
low a camel : they can believe, that the world was 
made by chance ; that God doth not concern himfelf 
with things below, uill neither punifti vice nor reward 
virtue ; that religion was invented by cunning men to 
keep the world in awe ; with many other opinions c- 
qually falfe and deteftable, againft the common light of 
nature as well as reafon ; againft the univerfal ienti- 
ments of all civiliaxd nations, and oFen£ve to the ears 
even of a fober Heathen. 

Laftlji Since the world abounds with peftilent books, 
particularly written againft this dofbine of the Trinity^ 
It is fit to inform you, that the authors of them proceed 
wholly upon a miftake. They would ftiew how impof. 
fible it is, that three can be oney and one can be three : 
whereas the fcripture faith no fuch thing, at leaft in that 
manner they would make it ; but only that there is fome 
kind of unity and diftindlion in the divine nature, which 
mankind cannot poffiWy comprehend. Thus the whole 
dodrine is fhort and plain, and in itfclf incapable of 
any controverfy ; fmce God himfelf hath pronounced 
the fadl, but wholly concealed the manner. And there- 
fore many divines, who thought fit to anfwer thofe wic- 
ked books, have been miftaken too, by anfwering fools 
in their folly, and endeavouring to explain a myftery 
which God intended to keep fecret from us. And as I 
would exhort all men to avoid reading tho(e wicked 
books written againft this dodrine, as dangerous and 
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pernicious ; fo I think they may omit the anfwers, su 
unneceffary. This, I confefs, will probably aifeft bui 
few or none among the generality of our congregations, 
who do not much trouble thcmfclves with books, a' 
leaft of this kind. However, many who do not reac 
themfelves, are feduced by others that do ; and thai 
become unbelievers upon truft, &nd at fecond hand 
and tliis is too frequent a cafe : for which reafbn I hav( 
endeavoured to put this do^lrine upon a fhort and fun 
foot, levelled to the meaneil underilandino; ; by whid 
we may, as the apofUe dire6b, be ready always t< 
give an anfwer to every man that afketh us a reafon o 
the hope that is in us, with mee)cnefs and fear. 

And thus J have done with nlv fubjedl ; which pro 
bably I ihould not have chofen, if I had not been invi 
ted to it by the occaiion of this feaibn,^ appointed oi 
purpofe to celebrate the myHeries of the Trinity^ am 
the defcent of the Holy Ghoft, wherein we pray to bi 
kept ftedfaft in this faith; and what this faith is, I havi 
ihewn yon in the plainefl; manner I could. For, upoi 
the whole, it is no more than this : God commands us 
by our dependence upon his truth and his holy word 
to believe a fad that we do not underfland. And thi 
is no more than what we do every day in the works o 
. nature, upon the credit of men of learning. Withou 
faith we can do no works acceptable to God ^ for i 
they proceed from any other principle, they will not ad 
vance our falvation ; and this faith, as I have explain 
cd it, we may acquire, without giving up our fenfes, o 
contradi^ling our reafon. May God, of his infinit 
mercy, infpire us with true fieiith in every article anc 
myfbery of our holy religion, fo as to difpofe us to d< 
what is pleafmg in his fight : and this we pray thougl 
. Jefus Chrill: ; to whom,, with the Father aad the Hoi; 
Ghoft, the myfterious incomprehenfible One God 
be all honour and glory, now and for evermore. A 
men* 

*#* This is one of the heft fermons in its kind, Dr Swift feeniJ 
rot to have made fuch a plan his voluntary choice, nor to have built, 
juo ex motuy upon fuch a bafis ; but he has completed the fupcrftruc- 
turc in a moft mafterly manner. The materials anfwer the dignity 
of the edifice \ and the artificer may aiTuine great honour, upon the 
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completion of (o noble, fo iimple, and fo ufeful a pile. The my- 
fterious parts of our religion are apt to have dreadful effe£ls upon 
weaK minds. The general comments upon the facred writings, and 
the fevcral fermons upon the moft abftrufe points of fcripture, are 
too often compofed in the gloomy ftyld. Damnation, eternal dam- 
nation^ as placed with all its horror before our eyes ; and we are fo 
terrified at the profpe£l, that fear makes us imagine we can compre- 
hend, xnyfteries, which, on this fide of the grave, muft be for ever 
denied to our limited underftandings. Swift has taken the fafefl and 
the pmpereft method of expounding thefe arcana. He advances e- 
»erypofition that can be cftablifhed upon fo incomprehenfible a fub- 
jeft. He fuftains the belief, avows the doctrine, and adapts the 
matter of faith as well as pcffible to the human capacity. His man- 
ner of reafoning is mafterly, and his arguments are nervous, particu- 
larly, where he fays, *< It is highly probable, that if God /houU pleafe 
" to reveal unto us this great myftery'of the Trinity, or fome other 
" myfteries in our holy religion, we fhould not be able to underftand 
'* them, unlefs he would at the fame time think fit to beftow on 
" us fome new powers or faculties of the mind, which we want at 
" prefcnt, and are refer\'ed till the day of relurreftion to life ctcr- 
" lial." /. z6o, 1, Orrery. 



SERMON .11. 
On Mutual Subjection, 

I St Peter v. 5. 
— ITea, all of you be /ubje£i one to another, 

TH E apoille having, in many parts of this epiftle, 
given diredlions to Chriftians concerning the duty 
of fubjedlion or obedience to fuperiors ; in the feveral 
inftances of the fubjeft to the prince, the^hild to his 
parent, the fervant to his mafter, the wife to -her huf- 
Dand, and the younger to the elder ; doth here, in the 
words of my text, fum up the whole, by advancing a 
point of do^ne, which at firft may appear a little ex- 
traordinary : Tea, all of you y faith he, be fubjeSl one to 
etnother* For it fhould feem, that two perfons cannot 
properly be faid to be fubjedl to each other, and that 
fiibje^on is only due from infeiiors to thofe above them : 
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\iet St Paul hath fe\'eral paflages to the fame purpoft 
iPor he exhorts the Romans, in honour to prefer one ah 
other * ; and the Philippians, that in lo^linefs of min 
they Jkould la each efeecm other better than them/elves t 
and tlie Ephefians, that they ihould fuhmit themfelvt 
one to another in the fear of thf Lord %• Here we fin 
thefe two great apollles recommending to all Chriiliar 
this duty of mutual fubjedion. For we may obferv 
by St Peter, that having mentioned the feveral relatior 
which men bear to each other, as g6vemor and fubjed 
mafter and fer^'ant, and the reft which I have alread 
repeated, he makes no exception ;• but fums up th 
whole with commanding all to he fuhjeS we to at 
0ther, From whence we may conclude, that this fut 
jeftion due from all men to all men, is R>mething moi 
than the compliment of cour/e, when our betters ai 
pleafed to tell us, they are our humble fervants, but ui 
derftand us to be their ilaves. 

I know very well, tliat fome of thofe who explai 
this text, apply it to humility, to the duties of charity 
to private exhortations, and to bearing with each other 
infirmities ; and it is probable the apoftlemay have ha 
a regard to all thefe. But, however, many learned mc 
agree, that there is fomething more underftood ; and i 
the words in their plain natural meaning muft import 
as you will obfcrve yourfelves, if you read them vAx 
the beginning of the verfe, which is thus ; Like^ife^ 
younger J fuhmit yourfelves unto the elder : yea^ all of yi 
be JuhjeB -one to another. So that, upon the i^oli 
there muft be fome kind of fubjedtion due from ever 
man to every man, which cannot be made void by an 
power, pre-eminence, or authority whatfocver. Nov 
wJiat fort of fubjedlion this is, and how it ought to \ 
paid, fhall be the fubjeft of my prefent difcourfe. 

As God hath contrived all the works of nature to t 
ufeful, and in fome manner a fupport to each other, b 
which the whole frame of the world under his prov 
dcnce is prcferved and kept up ; fo, among mankint 
our particular ftations are appointed to each of us b 
God almighty, wherein we are obliged to adl as far a 
our power rcacheth, towards the good of the whole com 

• Rtnn. xii. lo. f Phi<tp. ii. 3. " X Eph. v. 21- 

munit)- 
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muBity. And he who doth not perform that part a(Ggn« 
cd him, towards advancing the benefit of the whole, in 
proportion to his opportunities and abilities, is not on- 
ly an ufclefs, but a very mifchievous member of the 
public ; becaufe he takes his fhare of the profit, and yet 
leaves his (hare of the burden to be borne by others, 
which is the true principal caufe of moft miferies and 
misfortunes in life. For a wife man who does not aifiil 
with his counfels, a great man with his protedlion, a 
rich man with his bounty and charity, and a poor man 
with his labour, are perfe& nuifances in a common- 
wealth. Neither is any condition of life more honour- 
able in the fight of God than another ; otherwife*he 
would be a refpefter of perfons, which he affures us he 
is not : for he hath propofed the fame falvation to all 
men, and hath only placed them in different ways or 
ftations to work it out. Princes are born with no more 
advantages of ftrength or wifdom than other men ; and, 
hy ah unhappy education, are ufually more defedlive in, 
both, than thoufands of their fubjeds. They depend 
-for every neceffary of life upon the meaneft of their 
people : befides, obedience and (abjedlion were never 
mjoined by God to humour the paifions, luils^ and va- 
nities of tnofe who demand them from us ; but we are 
commanded to obey our governors, becaufe difobedience 
would breed feditions in the ftate. Thus fervants are 
diredted to obey their mailers, children their parents, 
and wives their hulbands ; not from any refpe6l of per- 
fons in God, but becaufe othcrwife there would be no- 
thing but confufion in private families. This matter 
will be clearly explained, by confidering the compan- 
ion which St Paul makes between the church of Chrift- 
and the body of man : for the fame refemblance will 
)u)ld, not only to families and kingdoms, but to the 
whole corporation of mankind. T^e eje, faith he, cav- 
m fitf unto the handy I have no need of thee : nor again 
thi head to the feet f I ha^ve no need of you, ^^y* much 
tBwv, thofi members of the body 'which feem to be mere 
fiehliy are neceffary. And nvhether one member fuffer, all 
the members fuffer 'usith it ; or one member be honoured., all 
tbe members rejoice -with it *. The cafe is dircdly the fame 

♦ z Cor. xii. ax. 12, i6. 
Vol. I. Z ^^Wv^ 
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among mankind. The prince cannot fay to the me 
chant, I have no need of thee ; nor the merchant to ti 
labourer, I have no need of thee. Nfty, much moi 
thofe members which fcem to be more feeble, are n 
ccflary. For the poor are generally more neceiTary met 
hers of the commonwealth than the rich : which clea 
ly (hews, that God ne\'er intended fuch pofTeflions f 
the fake and fervice of thofe to whom he lends them 
but bccaufe he hath affi^ned every man his particul 
llation to be ufeful in life, and this for the reafbn giv< 
by the apoftle, that there may he no fchifm in the Sea 

From hence may partly be gathered the nature i 
that fubjedlion which we all owe to one another. G( 
almighty hath been pleafed to put us into an imperfe 
ftatc, where we have perpetual occaiion of each other 
Afliilance. There is none fo low, as not to be in a c 
pacity of aflifting the highefl ; nor fo high, as not i 
want the affiftance of the foweft. 

It plainly appears from what hath been faid, that no or 
human creature is more worthy than another in the^/igl 
of God, farther ttan according to the goodnefs or m 
Hnefs of their lives ; and that power, wealth, and ti 
like outward advantages, are fo far from being tli 
marks of God's approving or preferring thofe on whor 
they arc bellowed, that, on the contrary, he is pleaie 
to lufFer them to be almoft ingrofled by diofe who hav 
leaft title to his favour. Now, according to this equa 
Hty wherein God hath placed all mankind with rela 
tion to himfelf, you will obierve, that, in all the rela 
tions between man and man^ there is a mutual depen 
dence, whereby the one cannot fubfift without the othei 
TJms, no man can be a prince without fubjefls, nor ; 
mafter without fer^^ants, nor a father without children 
And this both explains and confirrrK the do£trineof th 
text : ■ for where there is a niutual dependence, thcr 
muft be a mutual duty, and confequently a mutna 
fubjedion. For inftance, the fubjedl liiuft obey hi 
prince, bccaufe God commands it, human laws requirt 
It, and the fafety of the public makes it neceflary. ' Foi 
the fame rcafons we muft obey all that are in authority 
and fiibmit ourfclves not only to the good and gentle, 
but alfo U) the froward, whether they rule according to 

oui 
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ing or no. On the other fide, in thofe countries 
etend to freedom, princes are fubjedl to thofe 
hich their people have chofen ; they are bound 
;ft their fubjeds in liberty, property, and reli- 
to receive their petitions, and redrefs their grie- 
: fo that the befl prince is, in the opinion of 
sn, only the greateft fervant of the nation ; not 
fervant to the public in general, but in fome fort 
^ man in it. In the like manner, a fervant owes 
ice, and diligence, and faithfulnefs, to his ma- 
:om whom, at the fame time, he hath a juft de- 
ar protedlion, and maintenance, and gentle treat- 
Nay, even the poor beggar hath a juft demand 
Ims from the rich man ; who is guilty of fraud, 
e, and opprefQon, if he does not afford relief ac- 
j to his abilities. 

his fubjedtion we all owe one another, is no where 
ecelTary, tlian in the common converfations of 
)r without it theie could be no fodety among 
If the learned would not fometimes uibmit to 
orant, the wife to the fimple; the gentle t6 the 
I, the old to die weaknefles of the young, there 
be nothing but everlalHng variance in the world. 
ur Saviour hinifclf confirmed by his own exam- 
ir he appeared in the form of a fervant, and wafh^^ 
iifciples feet, addiiig thofe memorable words, Tt 
Lord and Mafter : and ye fay ixjell ; for fo I am, 
eny your Lord and Mafter, ivajb your feety hoiv 
ore ought ye to luajh one another*! feet ? Under 
jxprefiion of wafhing the feet, is included all that 
on, afliftance, love, and duty, which every good 
m ouglu to pay his brother, in whatever ftation 
Lth pkced him. For the greateft prince and tlie 
t fiave are not by infinite degrees fo diibnt, as 
dour and thofe difciples whofe feet he vouchfafcd 

although this dodrine of fubjefling ourfelves to 
Dther, may fecm to grate upon the pride and va- 

mankind, and may therefore be hard to be di- 
by thofe who value themfelves upon their great- 

thcir wealth ; yet it is really no more than what 
len pradife upon other occaiions. For if our 
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iieiglibour, who is cur inferior, comes to fee us, we 
rife to receive him, we place him above us, and refped 
him as if he were better than ourfelves ; and this is 
thcught both decent and neceffary, and is uiually cal- 
led gcc J manners. Now, the duty required by the apo- 
iUe is opil y, that we ihould enlarge our minds, and that 
whr.i we in us pruftifc in the common courfe of life, wt 
jhould in;i';itc in all our aftions and proceedings what- 
foever ; f:ncc our Saviour tells us that every man is our 
?.tip:hbc»ur, and fince we are fo ready, in the point of 
<ivility, to }icld to others in our own houfcs,. where on- 
ly V. c have any title to govern. 

Ha\iiij; thus Ihewn you, what fort of fubjedlion it is 
\.hich il! men owe one to another, and in what manner 
it ought to be paid, 1 (hall now draw fome obiervations 
f:em what hath been faid. 

Aiid, frj^y A thorough pmftice of this duty of fub- 
jedling ourfelves to the wants and infirmities of each 
cther^ would utterly extinguifh in us the vice of pride. 

For if God has pleafed to intruft me with a talent, 
rot for my own fake, but for the fervice of others, and 
at ^e fame time hath left me full of wants and necef- 
fitie?, which others muft fupply ; I can then have no 
caufe to fet any extraordinary value upon myfelf, or to 
clefpife my brother, becaufe he hath not the fame talents 
which were lent to me. His being may probablv be as 
iifeful to the public as mine ; and therefore^ by the 
rules of right reafon, I am in no fort preferable to him. 

Secondly, It is very manifefl from what has been faid, 
that no man ought to look upon the advantages of life, 
iuch as riches, honour, power; and the like, as his pro- 
perty, Lut merely as atruft which God hath depofited 
v/ith him to be employed for the ufe of his brethren : 
and God will certainly punifh the breach of that truft, 
though the laws of man will not, or rather indeed can- 
not ; becaufe the trull was conferred only by God, who 
has not left it to any pQwer on earth to decide infallibly, 
whether a man makes a good ufe of his talents or no, 
itY to punifh him where he fails. And therefore God 
feems to haVe more particularly taken this matter into 
his owr hands, and will moft certainly reward or pu-* 

aiih 
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niih us in proportion to our good or ill performance 
in it. Now, although the advantages which one man 
pofTefleth more than another, may in Ibme fenfe be call- 
ed his property with reipedl to other men ; yet with 
refped to God, they are, as I faid, only a truft ; which 
will plainly appear from hence : if a man does not ufe 
thofe advantages to the good of the public, or the be- 
nefit of his neighbour, it is certain, he doth not deferve 
them, and confequently that God never intended them 
for a bleffing to him ; and, on the other fide, whoever 
does employ his talent? as he ought, will find by hi» 
own experience, that they were chiefly lent him for the 
fervice of others ; for to the fervice of others he will 
certainly .employ them. 

Thirdly J If we could all be brought to pradlife this 
duty of mbjedling ourfelves to each other, it would ve- 
ry much contribute to the general happinefs of man- 
kind. For this would root out envy and malice from 
the heart of man ; becaufe you cannot envv your neigh- 
bour's ftrength, if he make ufe of it to defend your life, 
or carry your burden ; you cannot envy his wifdom, if 
he gives you good connfel ; nor his riches, if he fupplies 
you in your wants ; nor his greatnefs, if he employs it 
to your protection. The miferies of life are not proper- 
ly owing to the unequal diftribution of things ; but 
God almighty, the great King of heaven, is treated 
like the kings of the earth, who, although perhaps iri- 
tending well themfclves, have often moil abominable 
miniAers and fte wards ; and thofe generally the vilcft, to 
whom they intrufl the mofl talents. But here is the 
difference, that the princes of this world fee by other 
mens ^ytz, but God fees all things ; and therefore 
whenever he permits his bleffings to be dealt among 
thoie who are unworthy, we may certainly conclude, 
that he intends them only as a puniihm^t to an evi^ 
world, as well as to the owners. It were well, if 
thofe would consider this, whofe riches- ferve them on- 
ly as a fpur to avarice, or as an inftroment to their 
lulls ; whofe wifdom is only of this world, to put falfe 
colours upon things, to call eood evil, and evil good^ 
ag^nfl tl^ convidlion of their own confciences ; and, 
l2lly, who employ their power and favour in ads of 
Z 3 ' ^^Y^^^'^. 
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opprefiion or injulHcc, in mifreprefenting perfons and 
things, or in countenancing the wicked to the ruin of 
the innocent. 

Feurthfyf The prafdce of this duty of being fubjef) 
to one anotiier, would make us reft contented in the 
feveral (lations of life wherein God hath thought fit to 
place us ; becauie it would, in the beft and esmeft man« 
ner, brine us back as it were to that early ftate of the 
gofpel, when Chriitians had all things in common. Foi 
if the poor found the rich difi>ofed tofupply their wants : 
if the ignorant found the wife ready to inftrud and di- 
feft them ; or if the weak might always find protedion 
fiom the mighty ; they could none of them, with the 
leaft pretence of juftice, lament their own condition. 

From all that hath been hitherto faid, it appears, 
that great abilities of any fort, when they are employ- 
ed as God dirc^s, do but make the owners of then 
greater and more painful fefvants to their neighbourj 
imd the public. However, we are by no means to con 
dude from hence, that they arc not really blefiings, 
when they are in the hands of good men. For, firft 
what can be a greater honour, than to be chofen one o 
the ftewards and difpenfers of God's bounty to man 
kind ? What is there that can give a generous fpiri 
more pleafure and complacency of mind, than to con 
iider, that he is an inftrument of doing, much good ; 
that great numbers owe to him, under God, their fub 
fiftence, their fafcty, their health, and the good con 
duft of their lives ? The wickedcft man upon earth take 
a pleafure in doing good to thofe he loves ; and there 
fore, turely, a good Chriftiah, who obeys our Saviour' 
command of loving all men, cannot but take deligh 
in doing good even to his enemies. God, who gives al 
things to all men, can receive nothing from any ; an< 
thofe among men who do the moft good, and receive 
the feweft returns, do moft refemble their Creator : fo: 
ivhichreafbn St Paul delivers it as a faying of our Sa- 
viour, that it is trior e blejjed td gi<ve than to receive. B) 
this rule, what muft become of thofe things which th< 
world values as the grcateft bleffings, riches* power, 
and the like, when our Saviour plainly determines, that 
the beft way to i^ake them bleffings, is tQ part with 

them' 
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them? Therefore although the advantages which 
one man hath over anothei*, may be called blefiings» 
yet they are by no means To in the fenfe the world u- 
faally underftands. Thus, for example, great riches 
are no blefling in themfelves ; bccaufe the poor man, 
with the common neceifaries oflife, enjoys more health, 
and has fewer cares, without them. How then do they 
become bleflings ? No otherwife, than by beine employ*- 
ed in feeding mc hungry, clothing the naked, reward* 
ing worthy men, and, in fliort, doing adts of charity and 
generofity. Thus likewife power is no bleffing in it*- 
felf, becaufe private men bear lefs envy, and trouble, 
and anguifh, without it. But when it 16 employed to 
protect the innocent, to relieve the opprefled, and to 
punifh the oppreflbr, then it becomes a great blefling. 
And fo, lafUy, even great wifdom is, in the opinion of 
jSolomon, not a blefling in itfelf : for tn much tvi/dom rs 
jHuchforroWf and men of common underflandings, if , 
they ferve God, and mind their callings, make fewer 
miilakes in the conduct of life, than thoi^ who have bet- 
ter heads. And yet wifdom-is a mighty blefling, when 
it is applied to good purposes, to inflrud the ignorant, 
to be a faithful counfellor either in public or private, to 
be a diredlor to youth, and to many other ends need- 
lefs here to mention. 

To conclude : God fent us into the world to obey his 
commands, by doing as much good as our abilities will 
reach, and as little evil as our many infirmities will per- 
mit. Some he hath only trailed with one talent, fome 
with five, and fome with ten. No man is without his 
talent ; and he that is faithful or negligent in a little, 
fliall be rewarded or puniihed, as well as he that hath 
been fo in a great deal. 

Confider what hath been faid, t^c. 



*^* This fermon is xipon mutual fubjedtion, and that duty which 
it owing from one man to another. A clearer ftyle, or a difcourfe 
more properly adapted to a pi\bllc audience, can ijcarce be framed. ; 
Every paragraph is fimple, nervous, and intelligible. The threads 
of each argument are clofely conne£led, and logically purfued. But ^ 
in places where the Dean has the leaft opportunity to introduce po- 
litical maxims, or to dart an arrow at the conduct of princes, he ne- 
Tcr fails to indulge hixnfelf in his ufual manxierof tiuivWv&.<^\ '^ >m'-^ 
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appear from the following quotations. " A wife man/* fays D 
Swift, '' who does not afllft with his counfels^ a great man with hi 
" proteftion, a rich man with his bounty and charity, and a poo 
** man with his labour, are perfed nuitances in a commonwealtfa 
« Neither is any.condition of life more honourable in the £ght c 
*< God than another $ otherwife he would be a refpe£ter of perfon! 
** which hs afTures us he is not : for he halh propofed the lame b\ 
<' vation to all men, and hath only placed them in different ways c 
«* ftatJons to work it out. Princes are bom with no more advaatagf 
'* of ftrength or wifdom than other men ; and, l^y an unhappy edua 
*' tion, are ufually more defedUve in both, than thoufands of thej 
" fubje£h," />. 267.- Again, in the fame drain, " The beft prince ii 
" in the opinion of wife men, only the greateft fervant of the na 
<< tion ; not only a fervant to the public in general, but in fbme foi 
*' to every man in it,* - p. 269. But the moft extraordinary paiTag 
is a covert ftroke at the higheft order .of his brethren the clergy. J 
runs thus. " The miieries of life are not properly , owing to th 
" unequal diftribution of things j but God abnighty, the great Kin 
^< of heaven, is treated like the kings of thb earth ; who, althoug 
« perhaps intending well themtelves, have often moft abominab] 
** minifters and fttwards, and thofe generally the vileft, to whot 
'* they intruft the moft talents," p. 271. Dark as it is, ^is para 
graph requires no explanation^ The author's natural turn of min 
breaks forth upon all occafions, and the politician frequently out 
weighs the divine. If the di(5lates of fuch a fpirit were capable 
forcing their way from the pulpit, what a glorious, what a confiften 
figure, mufl Swift have made iifthe roftrum at Rome, or in one 
the portico's at Athens ? Orrery, 



SERMON III. 
On the Testimony of Conscience. 

2 Cor. i. 12. part of it. 



^ For our rejoicing is this^ the teflimoHy of oui 

coft/cie/ice, 

THere is no word more frequently in the mouths oi 
men, than that oi confcience ; and the meaning 0) 
it is in foiae nieafure generally underflood. Howevcrj 
becaufe it is Jikewile a word extremely abufed by man) 
people, who apply other meanings to it, which God al- 

might) 
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mighty never intended ; I fhall explain it to you in the 
<J[eareft manner I am able. The word con/cience proper- 
ly £gnifies that knowledge which a man hath within 
faimielf, of his own thoughts and adions. And be- 
caufey if a man judgeth fairly of his own adlions, by 
comparing them with the law of God, his mind will 
either approve or condemn him, according as he hath 
done good or evil ; therefore this knowledge or con- 
fcience may properly be called both an accufer and a 
judge. So that whenever our confcience accufeth us, 
wc are certainly guilty : but we are not always inno- ' 
cent, wlien it doth not accufe us ; for very often, through 
the hardnefs of our hearts, or the fondnefs and favour 
wc bear to ourfelves, or through ignorance or negleft, 
wc do not fufferour confcience to take any cognmnce 
of feveral fins we commit. There is another ofhce like^ 
wife belonging to confcience^ which is that of being 
oar dircdor and guide ; and the wrong ufe of this hath 
been the occafion of more evils under the fun, than al.* 
moft all other caufes put together. For as confcience is 
nothing elfe but the knowledge we have of what we arc 
thinking and doing ; fo it can guide us no farther than 
that knowledge reacheth ; and therefore God hath 
placed confcience in us to be our director only in thofe 
adions which fcripture and reafon plainly tell us to 
be good or evil. But in cafea too difficult or doubtful 
for us to comprehend or determine, there confcience is 
not concerned ; becaufe it cannot advife in what it doth 
not underfl^nd, nor decide where it is itfelf in doubt : 
but, by God's-great mercy, thofe difficult points are ne- 
ver of abfolute neceffity to our falvation. There is 
likewife another evil, that men often fay, a thing is a- 
gainll their confcience, when really it is not. For in- 
ftance, afk any of thofe who differ from the worfhip 
eftabliftied, why they do not come to church, they will 
fay, they diflike the ceremonies, the prayers, the habits, 
and the like ; and therefore it goes againfl their con- 
fcience. But they are miflaken ; their teacher hath put 
thoie words into their mouth ; for a man's confcience can 
o no higher than his knowledge ; and therefore till he 
as thoroughly exa?nined, by fcripture, and the pradlice 
of the aaciem .church, whether thofe points are blame. 
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able or no, his confcience cannot poffibly diredi him t 
condemn them. Hence have likewiie ariien thofe mi 
takes about what is nfually called liherty of confcience 
which, properly fpeaking-y is no more* than a liberty c 
knowing our own thoughts ; which liberty no one ca 
take from us. But thofe words have obtained quit 
diflerent meanings. Liberty of confcience is now-a-da) 
not only underilood to be the liberty of believing whj 
men pleafe, but alfo of endeavouring to propagate tlu 
belief as much as they can» and to overthrow the fait 
which the laws have already e flablifhed, and to be re 
warded by the public for thofe wicked endeavours 
and this is the liberty of confcience ^hich the fanatic 
are now, openly in the face of the world, endeavourin 
at with their utmoft application. At the fame time : 
cannot but be obferved, that tho(e verv perfbns whi 
under pretence of a (public fpirit, and tendcmeis tc 
wards their Chriftian brewen, are fo seealoas fie 
fuch a liberty of confcience as this, ^ are of all othei 
the leaft tender to thdfe who difier from them in di 
fmallefl point relating to government ; and I wifb 
could not fay, that the mjeily of the living God ma 
be offended with more fecority than the memory of 
dead prince. But the wifdom of the world at prefen 
feems to agree with that of the Hearhen emperor, wh 
iaid, if the gods were offended* it was tlieir own con 
ccrn, and they were able to vindicate themielves. 

But although confcience hath been abofed to thofi 
wicked purpofes which I have already related, yet a dui 
regard to the direflions it plainly gives us, as well as t 
its accufations, reproaches, and advices, would-be of th< 
greateft ufc to mankind, both for their prefent welfari 
and future happinefs. 

Therefore my difcourfe at this time fliall be diredec 
to prove to you, that there is no (olid, firm foundation foi 
virtue, but on a confcience which is guided by religion 

In order to this, I (hall firft (hew you the weaknefi 
and uncertainty of two falfe principles, which man) 
people fet up in the place of confcience for a guide tc 
their aftions. 

The firft of thefe principles is what the world ufually 
calls moral honefiy. Tn^rc arc fome people, who appearvcry 

indiffcrcnl 
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indifferent as to religion, and yet havfe the repute of be* 
ing juft and fair in dieir dealings ; and theie are gene- 
rally known by the character ofgood moral men. But 
BOW, if you look into the grounds and the motives of 
fuch a man's anions, you Aiall find them to be no other 
dian his own eafe and interefl. For example, yoi^truft 
a moral man with your money in the way of trade, you 
tmft another with the defence of your caufe at law ; 
and perhaps they both deal juftly with you. Why ? 
not from any regard thi^ have for j.uAice, but becau& 
their fortune depends upon their credit, and a flain of 
open public diihonefty mull be to their diiadvanta^e. 
But let it conM with fuch a man's intereft and fafSty 
to wrong you, and then it will be impoilible you can 
have any hold upon him ; becaufe there is nothing left 
to give him a check, or to put in the balance a^ainft his 
profit. For if he hath nothing to govern himfelfby 
but the opinion of the world, a^ long as he can con* 
ceai his injuiHce from the world, he thmks he is fkfe. 

Befides, it is found by experience, that thofe men 
who fet up for morality, without regard to religion, 
are generally virtuous but in part : they will be juft in 
their dealings between man and man ; but if they find 
themfelves difpofed to pride, luft, intemperance, or a- 
varice, they do not think their morality concerned to 
check them in any of thefe vices ; becaufe it is the great 
rule of fuch men, that they may lawfully follow the 
didates of nature, where-ever their fafety, health, and 
fortune are not injured. So that, upon the whole, there 
is hardly one vice which a mere moral man may not 
upon fome occafions allow himfelf to pradife. 

The other falfe principle which fome men (et up in 
the place of confcience to be their diredlor in life, is 
what thofe who pretend to it call honour. 

This word is often made the fandUon of an oath ; 
it is reckoned a great commendation to be a man of 
ftricl honour; and it is commonly underftood, that 
a man of honour can never be guilty of a bafe a6lion. 
This is ufually the flyle of military men, of per- 
fons with titles, and of others who pretend to birth and 
quality. It is true indeed, that in ancient times it v/as 
uniyerifally underflood, that, honour was the reward of 



278 ON THE TESTIMONY Ser. Ill 

virtue ; bat if fuch honour as is now-a-days going, will 
not permit a man to do a hsSe adion, it muft be allow- 
ed, there are very few fuch things as bafe adions in na« 
tiire. No man of honour, asuatwordiis ufuallyun- 
derftood, did ever pretend, that his honour obliged him 
to be chaile or temperate, to pay his creditors, to be 
ul'eful to his country, to do good to mankind, to en- 
deavour to be wife or learned, to regard his word, his 
promifc, or his oath ; or if he hath any of thefe vir- 
tues, they were never learned in the catechifm of ho- 
nour ; wnich contains but two precepts ; the pundlual 
payments of debts contracted at play, and the right 
underltandin? the feveral degrees of an affront, in oiSei 
to revenge it by the death of an adverfary. 

But i'uppofe this principle of honour, which fonie 
men io much boofl of, did really produce more virtues 
than it ever pretended to ; yet, fince the very being of 
that honour depended upon the breath, the opinion, or 
the fancy of the people, the virtues derived from it 
could be of no long or certain duration. ■ For examiple, 
fuppofe a man, from a principle of honour, ihould re- 
folve to be jult, or chafte, or temperate, and yet the 
cenfuring world Hiould take a humour of refufing him 
thofe charafters, he would then think the obligation 
at an end. Or, on the other fide, if he thought he 
could gain honour by the falfeft and vileft a£lion, (which 
is a cafe that very often happens), he would then make 
no fcruple to perform it. And God knows, it would 
be an unhappy Hate, to have the religion, the liberty, 
or the property of a people lodged in fuch hands ; which 
however liath been too often the cafe. 

What I have iaid upon this principle of honour, may 
perhaps be thought of fmall concernment to moft of 
you who are my hearers : however, a caution was not 
altogether unneceflary ; fmce there is nothing by which 
not only the vulgar, but the bonell tradefman hath been 
fo much deceived, as this infamous pretence to honour 
in too many of their betters. - 

H?ving thus (hewn you the weaknefs and uncertainty 
of thofe principles v/hich fome men fet up in the place 
of conlcicncc to dircd them in their a^ons, I ihall now 
endeavour to prove to you^ tliat there is no folid, firm 
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foundation of virtue, but in a confcience direded by 
the principles of religion. 

There is no way of judging how far we may depend 
upon the adions of men, othenvife than by knowing 
the motives, and grounds, and cau fes of tl:em ; and if 
the motives of our adlions be not refolvcd and deter- 
mined into the law of God, they will be precarious and 
uncertain, and liable to perpetual changes. I will ihew 
you what I mean, by an example. Suppofe a man thinks 
it hisu duty to obey his parents, because rcafon tells him 
fo, becaufe he is obliged by gratitude, and becaufe the 
laws of his country command him to do fo : if he flops 
here, his parents can have no lafting fccurity ; for an 
occafion may happen, wherein it may be extremely his 
intereft to be difobedient, and where the laws of the 
land can lay no hold upon him : therefore, before fuch 
a man can fafely be trufted, he mult proceed farther, 
and confider that his rcafon is the gift of God ; that 
God commanded him to be obedient to the laws, and 
did moreover, in a paiticular manner, injoin him to be 
dutiful to his parents ; after which, if he ]a)'s due 
weight upon thofe confiderations, he will probably con- 
tinue in his duty to the end of his life ; becaufe no 
^ earthly intereft can ever come in competition to balance 
the danger of offending his Creator, or the happinefs 
of pleaflng him. And of all this his confcience will 
certainly inform him, if he hath any regard to religion. 

Secondly, Fear and hope are the two greateft natural 
motives of all mens anions. But neither of thefe paf- 
fions will ei'er put us in the v/ay of virtue, unlefs they 
be direded by confcience- For although virtuous men 
do fometimes accidentally make their way to prefer- 
ment, yet the world is fo corrupted, that no man can 
reafonably hope to be rewarded in it, merely upon ac- 
count of his virtue. And confequently the fear of pu- 
nilhment in this life will prefcrve men from very few 
vices ; fmce fome of the blackeil and bafcll: do often 
prove the fureft fteps to favour ; fuch as ino-ratltude, hy- 
pocrify, treachery, malice, fubornation, atheifm, and 
many more, which hyman laws do little concern them- 
felves about. But when confcience placeth before us 
t^ hopes of everlafting happinefs, and the fears of e- 
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verlafting mifcry, as the reward and punifhment of our 
good or evil aAons, our reafon can find no way to a- 
%'oid the force of fuch an argument, otherwife than by 
running into infidelity. 

Laftly^ Confcicnce will dircA us to love God, and ta 
put our whole truft and confidence in him. Our love 
of God will infpire us with a deteflation for fin, a{ 
what is of all things moft contrary to his divine nature 5 
and if we have an entire confidence in him, that will 
enable us to fubdue and defpife ail the allurements ol 
the world; 

It may hexe be objected. If ccmfcience be fo fure i 
■dircftor to us ChrifHans in the condudl of our lives, hoix 
comes it to pafs, that the ancient Heathens, who hac 
no other lights but thofe of nature and reafon, ihoul^ 
fo far exceed us in all manner of virtue, as plainly ap 
.pears by many examples they have kft on record ? 

To which it may be anfwered : firft, thofe Heathen, 
-were extremely flrid and exad in the education of theii 
children : whereas, among us, this care is ib mi^chlaic 
afidc, that thejnore God has tleflcd anyonan with c- 
fiate or qualit)', juft fo»much the lefs in proportion is th< 
care he takes in the education of his children, and par* 
ticu?arly of that child which is to inherit his fortune ; 
of >\Jnch the effefts arc vifible enough among ^he grcai 
ones oi tlie world. Again, thofe Heathens did, in a 
particnlpr :manner, inllil the principle into their chil- 
dren of loving their country; which is £0 far otherwife 
now-a-days, that of the feveral parties among ufi, there 
is none of them that feem to have fo mucfias heard 
^whether there be fuch a virtue in the worlds as plain- 
ly appears by their pra^lices, and efpecially when they 
.are placed ^n thofe ftations where they can only have 
opportunity of ihewing it. Laftly, the moft confider- 
able among the Heathens did generally believe re- 
wards and punifhments in a life to come ; which is the 
great principle for confcicnce to work dpon : whereas 
too many ot thofe who would be thought the moft con- 
fukrable among uf, do, both by their practices and their 
•difcourfes, plainly afHrm, that they believe nothing at 
all of the matter. 

Wherefore, fmcc it hath manifcftly appeared, thr.w 

religious 
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religious confciencc is the only true folid foundation 
opon which- virtue can be built, give me leave, before I 
conclude, to let you fee how neceflary fuch a confcience 
is to condudt us in every ftation and condition of our 
lives. 

That a religious confcience is noceffary in any ftation, 
is confefled even by thofe who tell us that ail religion 
was invented by cunning men in order to keqi the world 
in awe. For if religion, by the confcfiion of its adver- 
faries, be neceffary toward the well-governing of man- 
kind ; then every wife man in power will be fure, not 
only to chufe out for every ftation under him, fuch per- 
fons as are mod likely to be kept in awe by religion, 
but likewife to carry fome appearance of it himfclf, or 
elfe he is a very weak politician. And accordingly, in 
any country, wliere great perfons afFeft to be open de- 
^ifers of religion, their counfels will be found at lail 
10 be fully as aeftrudive to the ftate as to the church. 

It was the advice of Jethro to his fon-in-law Mofes, 
to proi^idi able ??ieny fuch as fear G^if, mm of truth y ha- 
ting coojetcmfttefsy aivdto place fuch over the people ; and 
Mofes, who was as wife a (latefman at leafl as any in 
this age, thought fit to follow that advice. Great abi- 
lities without me fear of God arc moll dangerous inftru- 
ments, v/hen they are trufted with power. The laws 
of man have thought fit,- that thofe v/ho are called to 
any ofHce of trull iliould be bound by an o^ to the 
faithful difchargc of it : but an oath is an appeal to God, 
and theiefore can have no influence except upon thofe 
who believe that he is, and that he is a rewardcr of thofe 
that fcek him, and a punilhar of thofe who difobcy 
him : and therefore we fee the laws themfelves are for- 
ced to have recourfe to confcience in thcfe cafes ; be- 
caufe their penalties cannot reach the arts of cunning 
men, who can find ways. to be guilty of a thoufand in- 
jnllices, without being difcovcred, or at lead without 
being punifhed. And the rcafon why we find fo many 
frauds, abufes, and corruptions where any truft is con- 
ferred, can be no other, than that there is fo little con- 
fcience and religion left in the world ; or at lead that 
men, in riieir choice of inftruments, have jprivate ends 
i^ view, which are very difl^erent from the.fervice of tho. 
A a 2 ^>aJcJw\s:.%^ 
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pul)lic. EtfiJes, it is certain, that men who profcfs to 
h:ivc no religion, are full as zealous to bring over pro- 
iclytes a< .iny Papifl or Fanatic can be. And therefore, 
if thoic \\ ho are in Ibition high enough to be of influ- 
ence or example to others ; if thofe (1 fay) openly pro- 
fefs a contempt or diibclief of religion, they will be fare 
to make all their dependents of their own prindples ; 
and wJiat fcciirity can the public cxpe£l from fuch per- 
Ion?, whenever their interefts or their lufts come into 
competition with their duty? It is very pofuble for a 
man who liath the appearance of religion, and is a 
ercatprctf-'nder to confcience, to be wicked and a hypo- 
ci Ite ; hut it is irapoflible for a man who openly declares 
againC: religion, to give any reafonable fecurity that he 
v> ill net be falfe, and cruel, and corrupt, whenever a 
temptation offers, which he values more than he does 
the power wherewith he was trufted. And if fuch a 
man doth not betray his caufe and his mailer, it is only 
becaufe the temptation was not properly offered, or the 
profit was too fmall, or the danger too great. And 
hence it is, that we find fb little truth or juftice among 
us, becaufe there arc fo very few, who, either in th« 
ferv'ice of the public,, or in common dealings with each 
other, do ever look farther than their own advantage, 
and how to guard themfclves againfl the laws of the 
country; which a man may do by favour, by fecrecy^ 
or by cunning, though he breaks almofi: every law oif 
Crod. 

Therefore to conclude : It plainly appears, that unlefs 
men are guided by the advice and judgment of con- 
fcience founded on religion, they can give no fecurity 
that they will be either good fubjeds, faithful fervants 
of the public, or honeft in their mutual dealings ; iince 
there is no dther tie, through which the pride, ol* lufl, 
or avarice, or ambition of mankind will not certainly 
break one time or other. 

Conlider what has been faid, i^c* 

■*^^* In thif moral cfTay, for I can fcarce call it a fermon, the au- 
thor larerts lonic vei-y ftrikiiig obfervatioos upon *'iicK faJfe notions of 
honour as err too prev;ilent in the world. [Here the particular pal- 
j!i^,(; i? (niort'd, beginning tjiu<!, ** The other f.ilie principle vvh ch 
^' ivirji men iCt up in ihe j;LiCf of confcieii»re," £f.-. p. 277. /. 32. imi 
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ending thus, " in order to revenge it by the death of aa adverfary," 
p, 278. /. 14. — But you muft be weary of quotations : and in ex- 
cufe of thofe already made, I can only offer, that in ccmments iiprin 
original authors, quotations are often the beft, and perhaps the only 
explanations that can fully anfwer the end propofed. I mean, thni; 
the original fpirit is fo volatile, as not to admit of the leaft transtu- 
fion. In ordinary compofitions, the eflence may be extracted, ;ind. 
the fubtilell parts diftilled : but Swift's fermons appera-ed a chymical 
preparation of fo extraordinary and penetrating a nature, that I \va<? 
refolved t« fend you as much oi the ethereal fpirit as might be fatVlv 
conveyed by the poft. Orrery. 



S E R M O N IV. 

On Brotherly Love** 

He B. xiii. i. 
Let brotherly h've continue^. 



IN tlie early times of the gofpel, the Chriftian^ u-err 
very much diflinguiihed from all other bodies of men, 
by the great and conflant love they bore to each other ; 
which although it was done in obedience to the fre- 
quent injunftiohs of our Saviour and his apoflle% yet, I 
confefs, there fcemeth to have been likewife a natural 
rcafon, that very much promoted it. For the Chrifti- 
ans then were few and fcattered, living under perfecu- 
tion by the ITeadiens roimd about them, in whofe hands 
was all the civil and military power ; and there is no- 
thing fo apt to unite the minds and hearts of men, or 
to beget love and tendemefs, as a general diftrcfs. The 
firfl diffenfions between Chriflians took their beginning 
from the errors and hereites that.arofe r.mongthem; 
many of thofe herefics, fometinrres extinguifhed, and 
fometimes reviving, or fucceeded by others, remain to 
this day ; and having been made inftrumcnts to the 
, pride, avarice, or ambition- of ill-dcfigning men, by 

f This fcrmon is not in \hc DuMin cJition, 
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»» no duty more incambcnt upon thoTe who pn 
gofpel, than that of brotherly love ; which 
c^uld TtStoit in any degree among men, won 
inflrument of more good to human fbdety, tl 
was, or will be done by all the fbuefinen and 
cMns in the world. 

it is upon this fubjed of Brotheriy lore that 
U) diicourfe 2tt prcfeiit ; and the method I obdti 
be as follow*. 

I . I uJll inqp.ire into the caufes of this great 
hrodicriy love among us. 

z. I will Liy T)pen the iad effe& and coi 
Cfi which our animofities nzid mutual hatred h 
duced. 

3. I will ufe fome motives and exhortations 1 
pcrfuade you to embrace brotherly love, and < 
in it. 

1. 1 (hall inquire into the caufes of this great 
brotherly love aqMnig us. 

1'his nation dF om^ hath for an hundred yt 
l)ecn infefted by two enemie«» die Papifls and P 
who each in their tuvns filled it with blood and 
fcr^ and for a time deftroyed both the church 
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fo generally abhorred, that they have no advocates or a- 
bcttors among Protsftants to affiil them. But the Fana- 
tics are to be confidered in another light : they have 
had, of late years, the power, the luck, or the cunning 
to divide us among ourfelves ; they have endeavoured to 
repreient ail thofe who have been fb bold as to oppofe their 
UTors and defigns,. under the character of peribns difaf- 
ieOxd to the government ; and they have fo far fucceed- 
ed, that now-a-days, if a ckrgyman happens to preach 
with any zeal and vehemence againft the fm or danger 
of fchifm, there will not want too many in his congre- 
gation, ready enough to cenfnre him, as hot and high-fly- 
ing, an inflamer of mens minds, an enemy to modera-* 
txon, and dilloyal to his prince. l*his hath produced a 
formed and fettled divifion between thofe who profef» 
die fame doftrine and difcipline, while they who call 
themfeives moderate, are forced to widen their bottom, 
by facrificing their principles and their brethren to the 
incroachmentsandinfolenceof diffenters; who are there- 
fore anfwerable, as a principal caufe of all that hatred 
and animoiity now reigning among ns. 

Another caufe of the great want of brotherly love, 19 
the weaknefs and folly of too many among you of the 
lower fort, who are made the tools and inftrumcnts of 
your betters to work their deigns, wherein you have 
no concern. Your numbers make you of nfe, and cun- 
ning men take the advantage by putting words into your 
mouths which you do not nnderftand ; then they fix 
good or ill characters t0 thoie words, as it beft ferves 
their purpofes : and thns you are taught to love or hate> 
you Icnow not what or why ; you often fufped your bell 
friends and neareft neighbours, even your teacher him- 
fclf, Without any reafon, if ^'our leaders once taught 
you to call him by a name which they tell you ilgnifietfir 
fome v^ry bad thing. 

A third caufe of our great want of brotherly love 
ibemeth to be, that this duty is not fo often infilled on 
from the pulpit, as it oueht to be in fuch times as thefe t 
on the contrary, it is tol^e doubted, whether dodrines ' 
are not fometimes delivered by an ungoverned zeaJ, » 
defire to be diftinguifhed, or a view of intereft, which 
produce ^nite difierent tfftdn ; when, upon occafions fer 
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apart to return thanks to God for foxr.e public bleffing* 
the time is employed in ftirring ap one part of the con- 
gregation againfl the other, b^' reprcientations of things 
and perfons, which God in his mercy forgive thofe who 
are guilty of. 

The lail caufe I ihall mention of the want of brother- 
ly love» is that unhappy difpofition towards politics a- 
mong the trading people, which hath been indulbiouf- 
ly inllillcd into them. In former times, the middle and 
lower fort of mankind Seldom gained or iofl b)- the Ac- 
tions of the kingdom ; and therefore were little con- 
cerned in them, further than as matter of talk and a- 
mufcment : but now the meanefl dealer will expecl to 
turn the penny by the merits of his party. He can re- 
prcfent his neighbour as a man of daneercus principles ; 
can bring a railing accufation ag^inll him, perhaps a 
criminal one ; and S} rob him of his livelihood, and find 
his own account by that much more than if he had dif- 
parnged his neighbour's goods, or defamed him as a 
cheat. For fo it happens, that inftead of inquiring in- 
to the (kill or honelly of thofe kind of people, the 
manner is now to inquire into their party, and to rejc£t 
or encourage them accordingly ; which proceeding hath 
made our people in general fuch able politicians, that 
all the artifice, flatter}-, diflimulation, diligence, and 
dexterity in undermining each other, which the fatiri- 
cal wit of men hath charged upon courts ; together with 
all tlierage and violence, cruelty and injulHce, which 
have been ever imputed to public aiTemblies ; are with 
us (fo polite are we grown) to be fetn among our mean- 
cll traders and artificers in the greateft perfetlion. All 
which, as it may be matter of feme humiliation to the 
nife and mighty of this world, fo the effefts thereof 
may perhaps in time prove very different from what, 
1 hope in charity, were ever tbrcfecn or intended. 

II. I will therefore, now, in the fecond place, layo- 
pcn (bnie of the fad eifedls and confequenccs which our 
animofities and mutual hatred have produced. 

And the firfl ill confequence is, that our want of bro- 
therly love hath almofl driven out all fcnfe of religion 
from among us ; which cannot well be otherwife : far 
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fince our Saviour laid fo much weight upon his difciples 
loVinfi; one another, that he ^ve it among his laH in- 
ftnifhons ; and fince the primitive Chriftians are alio list- 
ed to have chiefly propagated the faith, by their ftridl 
obfen-ance of that inftrudion ; it muft follow, that, in 
proportion, as brotherly love declineth, Chriftianity will 
do fb too. The little religion there is in the world, hath 
been obferved to refide chiefly among the middle and 
lower fort of people, who arc neither tempted to pride 
and luxury by great riches, nor to defperate courfes by 
extreme poverty: and truly I upon that account have 
thought it a happinefs, that thofe who are under my 
immediate care are generally of that condition. But 
where party hath once made entrance, with all its con- 
fequences, of hatred, envy, partiality, and virulence, 
religion cannot long keep its hold in any flate or degree 
of life whatfoever. For if the great men of the world 
have been cenfured in all ages for mingling too little re- 
ligion with their politics, what a havock of principles 
muft they needs make in unlearned and irregular heads? 
of which indeed the efFeds are already too vifible and 
melancholy all over the kingdom. 
• Another ill confequence from our want of brotherly 
love is, that it increafeth the infolence of the Fanatics. 
And this partly arifeth from a miflaken meaning of the 
word moderation ; a word which hath been ipuch abu- 
fcd, and handed about for feveral years paft. There are 
too many people indifferent enough to all religion ; 
there are many others who dillike the clergy, and would 
have them live in poverty and dependence. Both thefe 
forts are much commended by the Fanatics for mode- 
rate men, ready to put an end to our divifions, and to 
make a general union among Proteflants. Many igno- 
rant well-meaning people are deceived by thefe appear- 
ances, ftrengthened with great pretences to loyalty; and 
thefe occafions the Fanatics lay hold on to revile- the 
doArine and difcipline of the church, and even infult 
and opprefs the clergy, where-e\'er their numbers or fa- 
vourers will bear them out; infomuch that one wilful 
refra£lory Fanatic hath been able to diflurb a whole 
parifli for many ycnrs together. But the moft mode- 
rate and favoured divines dare not own, that the word 
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moderation with refpefl to the difTenters can be at all 
applied to their religion, but is purely perfbnal or pru- 
dential. No good man repineth at the liberty of con- 
fcience they enjoy ; and perhaps a very moderate divine 
may think better of their loyalty than others do; or, to 
{peak after the manner of men, may think it nece/Ikryy 
that all Proteilants (hould be united againfl the common 
enemy ; or out of difcretion, or other reaibns beft known 
to himfelf, be tender of mentioning them at all. But 
ftill the errors of the difTenters arc all fixed and deter- 
mined ; and muft, upon demand, be acknowledged by 
all the divines of our church, whether they be called, 
in party-phrafe, high or low, moderate or violent. And 
further, I believe it would be hard to find many mode- 
rate divines, who, if their opinion were aflted, whether 
di/Tenters fhould be truiled with power, could accor- 
ding to their confciences anfwer in the affirmative : from, 
whence it is plain, that all the flir which the Fanatics 
have made with this word moderation y was only meant 
to increafe our divifions, and widen them fb far as to 
make room for themfelves to get in between. And this 
is the only fcheme thejr ever h^ (except that of delbx)y- 
ingroot and branch) for the uniting of Proteftants, they 
i^ much talk of. 

I fhall mention but one ill confequence more, which 
attends our want of brotherly love ; that it hath put an 
end to all hofpitality and friendfhip, all good correfpond- 
encc and commerce between mankind. There are in- 
deed fuch things as leagues and confederacies among 
thofe of the fame party ; but furcly God never intend- 
ed, that men fhould be fo limited in the choice of their 
friends: however, ibit is in town and country, in eve- 
ry parifh and flreet ; the pallor is divided from his flock, 
the father from his fon, and the houfe often divided a- 
gainft itfelf. Mens very natures are foured and their 
pafTiOns inflamed, when they meet in party-club?, and 
ipend their time in nothing elfe but railing at the oppo- 
iite fide ; thus every man alive among us is encompafled 
with a million of enemies of his own country, amonr 
which his oldeft acquaintance, and friends, and l^ndred 
themfelves arc often of the number. Neither can people 
ci different parties mix together without conftraint, 

^xscCr^lclon, 
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fafpicion, and jealoufy; watching every word they (peak, 
for fear of giving oftence ; or elfe falling into rudenefs 
and reproaches, andfo leaving themfelves open to the ma- 
lice and corruption of informers, who were never more 
Tinmerous or expert in their trade. And, as a further ad- 
dition to this evil, thofe ver^- few, who, by the goodnefs 
and generofity of their nature, do in their own hearts 
defpife this narrow principle, of confining^ their friend- 
ship and efteem, their charity and good offices, to thofe 
of their own party, yet dafe not difcover their good in- 
clinations, for fear of lofing their fovour and intereft. 
And others, vagain, whom G^d had formed with mild 
and gentle difpofitions, think it neceflarv to put a force 
upon their own tempers, by adling a noify, violent, ma- 
licious part, as a means to be diftmguifhcd. Thus hath 
party got the better of the very genius and conilitution 
of our people; fo that whoever reads the charafter of 
the Englifh in former ages, will hardly believe their pre- 
fent poflerity to be of the fame nation or climate. 

III. I fhall now, in the lall place, make ufc of fome 
motives and -exhortations, that may pcrfuade you to 
embrace brotherly love, and to continue in it. Let 
me apply myfelf to you of the lower fort, and deiire 
you will confider, when any of you make ufe of fair 
and enticing words to draw in cuftomers, whether you 
do it for their fakes or your own. And then for whofe 
fakes do you think it is, that your leaders are fo indu- 
llriour.to put into your heads all that party-rage and vi- 
rulence? Is it not to make you the tools and inftru- 
ments, by v/hich they work out their own deiigns ? 
Has this fpirit of fadlion been ufeful to any of you in 
your worldly concerns, except to thofe who have tra- 
ded in whifpering, backbiting, or informing, and want- 
ed fkill or honefty to thrive by fairer methods ? It is 
no hufinefs of yours to inquire, who is at the head of 
armies, or of councils, unlefs you had power and fkill 
to chuie, neither of which is ever like to be your cafe : 
end therefore to fill your heads with fears and hatred 
of perfbns and things of which it is impoflible you can 
tver make a right judgment, or to fct you at variance 
y^'ith your neighbour, becaufc his thoughts are not the 
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fins as ycur<, is not only in a very groO manner tc 
clica: yua of yuur time and quiet, but liiwewilc to en- 
da:i*:er your fouls. 

S :ndfyt l:i order to reftore brotherly love, let mc ear- 
net! y fxhort you to Hand firm in your religion, I mean 
the :: uc rL'::;rion liiiherto ellabliihcd among us ; i^ithoot 
\\\t: inj in tl:c lc::-l, cither toPopcr\' on the one fide, or 
to F-naticilin on rlie otht-r : and in a particular manner 
Ik*\v:::v of ihut word, mzJ.crathn ; and believe it, that 
T0.ir nci^rhbour ii not immediately a villain, a Papift, 
unrl a :rai:or, bccauie the Fanatics and their adherents 
vil! not allow him to be a moderate man. Nay, it is 
very prob.'ib!e, that your teacher himfelf may be a loy- 
al, pioa«, and able vii\int!, without the leaft grain of 
r.iO{itr:«ticn, p.i the word is too frequently undcrftood. 
Tlicrcfori", to fct you -right in this matter, I will lay 
bcforo you the characUT of a truly moderate man; and 
the: I 1 will gi\e you the dcfcripticn of fuchanonewho 
fahcly prctcnJcih to that title. 

A man truly modL-mte is f-cady in the dodirinc and 
difcinlinc cf the church, but with a due Chrillian cha- 
rity to :.il who difll-nt from it out of a principle of con- 
fcicii.'o; the freedom cf wliieh, he thinkcth, ought to 
be fully ?!!( wed, as lorii^ its it is noc abufed ; but nc\cr 
rr::::L\i v.i:h power. \lc is ready to defend with his 
life r.r.d fi»rti:r.c ihc Prot^il;jrl fiicccflion, and the Pro- 
iilbir. iil.'.blinit.d f;iiih, agaiiilT r.U invaders whatfocvcr. 
He ii :or givir.^ tl c cr( \vn its jult prerogative, and the 
pjc^^x* their iul' liberties . He hateth no man for (li*- 
ic"ino^ froiTi h.iii: in pulit:'."iil opinions ; nor doth he think 
i: a maxim inialiiblc, That virtue Ihculd always attend 
upon favf.-ur, and vice upon difgrace. Thefe are {Q':^t 
few lineaments in the cl^.^rudrr of a truly moderace 
man. Let us now compare it with the defcription ot 
one who ufually paficth under that title. 

A moderate man, in the n^jw meaning of the word, 
I one to whom vM religion is indifferent ; who, al- 

[)ugh he denominates himfelf of the church, regard- 

i it no more than aconveniicle. Ife perpetually rail- 

atthe body of the clcrg}-, with exceptions only to 

r, who he hope:h, and probably upon falfe 

I as ready to betray their rights and pro- 

T^eiticj 
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perdes as hunfetf. He thinks the power of the people 
can never be too great, nor that of the prince too little ; 
and yet this very notion he publiflxeth, as his beft argii- 
ment to prove him a moft loyal fuyeft* Every opi- 
nion in government that differeth in the leafl from 
his, tends diredly tO Pojpery, flavery, and rebellion. 
Whoever lieth under the frown of power, can in his 
judgment neither have common fenfe, common honeily, 
nor religion. Laftly, his devotion confiileth in drink* 
ing gib Decs, confiifion, and damnation.; in profanely 
idolizing the memory of one dead prince, and ungrate* 
fully trampling upon the alhes of another. 

By theie marks you will eafily diitinguifh a truly mo» 
derate man from thofe who are commonly, but very 
falfely, fo called : and while perfons thus <][ualified are 
fo numerous and fo noify, fo full of zeal and induftry to 
^ain profelytes, and fpread their opinions ampii? die 
people, it cannot be wondered that there ihould oe fo 
little brotherly love left among us. 

Laftly^ It would jprobably contribute to reilore Ibme 
degree of brotherly love, if we would but confider, 
that the matter of thofe difputes which inflame us to 
this degree, doth not in its own nature at all concern 
the generality of mankind. Indeed, as to thofe who 
have been great gainers or lofers by the changes of the 
world, the cafe is different ; and to preach moderation 
to the firil, and patience to the lafl, would perhaps be 
to little purpofe. But what is that to thehylk of the 
people, who are not properly concerned in the q uarref, 
although evil inftruments have drawn them into it ? For 
if the reafonable men on both fides were to confer opi- 
nions, they would find neither religion, loyalty, nor 
intereft, are at aH affefted in this dffpute. Not reli- 
gion, becanfe the members of the church on both fides 
profefs to agree in every article : not loyalty to our 
prince ; which is pretended to by one party as much as 
t^e other, and therefore can be no fubjed for debate : 
not intereft, for trade and induftry lie open to all \ and^ 
what is further, concemeth only thofe who have ex- 
pedations from the public* So that the body of the 
people, if they knew their own good, might yet live a- 
micably together, and leave their betters to quarrel a- 

Vol. L B b moti^ 
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mono; themfelves, who might alfe probably fbon come 
to a better temper, if they were lefs feconded and fup- 
ported by the poor deluded mdtitude. 

I have now done with my text ; which I confefs to 
have treated in a manner more fuited to the prefent 
times, than to the nature of the fubje^ in general. 
That I have not been more particular in explaimng the 
feveral parts and properties of this great duty of bro- 
therly love, the apoule to the TheiTalonians will plead 
my excufe. Touching brotherly lo'vti (faith he), ye need 
mt that I *write unto you ; for ye your/elves are taught %f 
Cod to lo've one another. So that nothing remains to ado, 
but our prayers to God, that he would pleaie to reftorc 
and continue this great duty of brotherly love or chari- 
ty among us, the very bond of peace and of all virtues, 

Alw. 29. 1717. 

SERMON V. 
The difficulty of knowing one's felf *. 

2 Kmgs viii. 13. part of it.^ 

And Haxaelfaidy But nuhaty is thy /er*vami u dog^ that 
hejhouldi/o this great thing? 

WE have a very fignal inftancc of the deccitfulnels 
of the heart reprefen ted to us in the peribn of 
Hazael ; who was fent to the prophet Eliflia, to inquire 

* The manufcrlpt title-page of the following fermon being loft, 
and no memorandums Mjit upon it, as there were upon the others, 
1! ^*l?]jf ^'^^^ was preached, made the editor doubtful whether 
tkc ih^i^ld {fri«t it as the Dean 8 or not. But its being found amon^ 
. the fame papers } and the hand, although writ foirfcwhat better, 
Jiavmg a great fimilitude to the Dean's, made him willing to lay it 
i)efore the public, that they might judge whether the ftyle and man- 
neralfo do not render it ftiU more probable to be his. Dul-Iift editm. 

llliali take no notice of this fermon, at it is eridently not 

Airopcfcd by the Dcau» Orrery, 
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of the Lord, concerning his mailer the King of Syria's 
recovery. For the man of God having told him that 
the king might recover from the diforder he was then 
labouring nnder, began to fetand faften his countenance 
upon him of a fndden, and to break out into the moft 
violent expreffions of forrow, and a deep concern for it: 
whereupon, when Hazael, full of fhame and confufion, 
afked. Why nveepeib my lord? he anfwered, Becaufe I knGi\> 
the tvil that thou «wilt do unto the children oflfrael : their 
ftrong holds ivilt thou fet on fir e^ and their young men nuilt 
thoujlay -with thefijuordt and^wilt dajb ilnir children^ and 
rip up their women ^with child. Thus much did the man 
of God fay and know of him, by a light darted into 
his mind from heaven. But Hazael, not knowing him- 
felf fo well as the otlier did, was ftartled and amazed at 
the relation, and would not believe it poffible, that a 
man of his temper could ever run out intofuch enor- 
mous inftances of cruelty and inhumanity : Whaty fays 
he, is thy fervant a dog^ that he Jhauld do this great 
thing P 

And yet, for all this, it is highly probable, that he 
was then that very man he could not imagine himfelf 
to be : for we find him, on the very next day after his 
return, in a very treacherous and difloyal manner,, 
murdering his own mailer,, and ufurpinghis kingdom ; 
which was but a prologue to the fad tragedy which, 
he afterwasds a£ied upon the people of Ifrael^ 

And now the cafe is but very little better with moil 
men, than it was with Hazacl. However itcometh to 
pafs, they are wonderfully unacquainted with their own 
temper and diipofition, and know very little of what 
pafTeth within them : for of fo many proud, ambitious,, 
revengeful, envying, and ill-natured perfons that are 
in the world, where is there one of thcm^ who, al- 
though he hath all the fy mptoms of the vice appearing 
upon every occaiion, can look with fuch an impartial 
eye upon himfelf, as to believe that the imputation 
thrown upon, him is not altogether grounJficfs and un- 
fair ? who, if he were told, by men of a difcerning fpi- 
rit and a ftrong conje£lure, of all the evil and abfurd 
things which that falfe heart of his would at one time-- 
or other betray him into, would not believe as little,. 
B b z ^\vvL, 
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and wonder as mach, as Hazael did before Kim ? Thus, 
for inftance, tell an angry peribn, that ke is weak and 
impotent, and of no confiilency of mind ; tell him, 
that fuch or fuch a little accident, which he may then 
deijpiie, and think much below a paffion, (hall hereafter 
make him fay and do (cveral abftird, indifcreqt, and mif- 
becoming tlungs : he n^y perhaps own, that he hath a 
^irit of refentment within him, that will not let him 
be impofedon ; but he fondly imagines, that he can lay 
a becoming re/lraint upon it when he pleafes, although 
it is ever miming away with him into fome indecency ot 
«ther. 

Therefore, to bring down the words of my text to 
ourprefent occafion, I ihall endeavour, in a further pro- 
iecotion of them, to evince the great neccffity of a nice 
an^ carious infpeflion into the ieveral rccefles of the 
heart; that being the fureft and the fhorteft method 
that a wicked man can take to reform himfelf. For let 
us but flop tlie fountain,, and the (breams will ipend and 
wafte themfelves away in a very little time : but if we 
go about, like cliildren, to rakk a bank, and to flop the 
current, not taking notice all the while of the fpring 
which continually feedeth it ; when the next flood of a 
temptation rifeth,. and breaketh in upon it, then we fhall 
itnd, that we have begun at the wron^ end of our duty, 
and that we are very little more the better for it» than 
if we had fat flill, and made no advances at all. 

But, in order to a clearer explanation of the point, I 
ihall {peak to thefe following particulars. 

1. By endeavouring to prove, from particular inflan- 
ceS) that man is generally the moH ignorant creature in 
the world of himfelf. 

3. By inquiring into the grounds and reafons of this 
ignorance. 

3. and laflly. By propofing feveral advantages that 
do mofl afTuredly attend a due improvement in the 
knowledge of ourfelves. 

I. Firft then. To ^rove that man is generally the 
moll ignorant cieaiure in the world of himfelf: -> 
Topurfue th: heart of ma;i through all tie inftances 

of 
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ef life, in all its feveral windings and turnings, and un- 
der that infinite variety of fhapes and appearances whiclv 
it putteth on, would be a difficult and almoft unpofllbl& 
undertaking : £0 that 1 fhalT confine myfelf to fuch as 
have a nearer reference to the prefent occafion, and do,, 
upon a clofer view, fhew themfelves through the whole 
bufinefs of repentance. For we all know what it is to- 
repent ; but whether he repenteth him. truly of his iins 
or not, who can know it ? 

Now, the great duty of repentance is chiefly made up« 
of thefe two parts ; a hearty forrow for the follies and 
mifcarriages of the time paft, and a full purpofe and re- 
iblution of amendment for the time to come. And now,., 
to (hew the falfenefs of the heart in. both thefe parts of 
repentance.. And, 

Firft, As to a hearty forrow for. the finsr and mifcar-- 
riages of the time pafl : Is there a more ufual thing tnan< 
for a man to impofe upon himfelf, by putting on a grave 
and demure countenance, by calling a fevere look into* 
his pad condufl, and making fome few pious and de- 
vout reiiedtions upon it, and then to believe tliat he hath: 
repented to an excellent purpofe, without ever letting it 
fiep.forth into pra£lice^ and (hew itfelf in, a holy con-p 
vecfation ?. Nay, fome perfons do carr^ the deceit a lit- 
tle higher f. who, if they can but brmg themfelves to^ 
weep for their fins, are then full of an ill-grounded, 
confidence and fecurity ; never confidering, that all' 
this may prove to be no more than, the very gSLth and: 
outward drefs of a contrite heart, which anotl^r. hearty, 
as hard as the nether miliflone, may as well put on- 
For tears and fighs,, however ia fome perfons they may 
be decent and commendable exprefiions of a. godly for- 
row, are neither neceifary^ nor infallible figps of a truer 
and unfeigned repentance : not neceffary, biecaufc fome^ 
times, and in fome perfons, the inward. grief and an- 
guifh of the mind may be too big to be exprefled. by fa» 
lutle a thing as a tear ; and thenit tumeth its edge in- 
wards upon the mind ; and, like thofe wounids of the bo- 
dy which bleed inwardly, it generally proves, the naoft; 
fatal and dangerous to the whole body of fin : nor inj-- 
fallible, becaufaa very fmall portion of forrow may 
make fome leader difpofitions melt,, qind.bieak.out into* 
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tears ; or a man may perhaps weep at parting with his 
fins, as he would to bid the lail farewell to an old friend, 
that he was fure never too fee again. 

But there is ftill a more pleafant cheat in this affair, 
that when we iind a deadnefs, and a ftrange kind of un- 
aptncfs and indifpofition to all impreffions of religion, 
Rnd that we cannot be as truly forty for our fins as we 
ihould be, we then pretend to be forry that we arc 
not more forry for them ; which is not lefs abfurd and 
irrational, than that a man ihould pretend to be very 
angry at a thing ; becaufe he did not know how to he 
ansjry at all. 

But after all, what is wanting in this part of repent- 
ance, we expeft to make it up in the next ; and to 
that purpofe we put on a refolution of amendment, 
wh^h we take to be as firm as a houfc built upon a 
rock r fo that let the floods arife, and the winds Wow,, 
and the ftreams beat vehemently upon it, nothing ihall 
fhake it into ruin and disorder. We doubt not, upon 
the flrength of this refolve, to ftand faft and unmoved 
amidft the dorm of a temptation ; and do firmly be- 
lieve, at fhe time-w€ inakeit, that Aothin'g in the World 
-will ever be able 'to make us commit "thofe^fins over a- 
j^ain, which w* have fo firmly refolded againfl:. 

Thus many a time have we come to the (acrament 
of the Lord's fii^per, with a full ptirpofe of «mend- 
flient, and with as- full a perfuafion of putting that fame 
•purpofe into prafticc ; «nd yet have we not all «s often 
broke" that good- purpofe, and falfified that fame perfua- 
fion, by flarting afide^ like a broken bow, into thofe 
very fins which we then fo fblemnly-and fb confident- 
ly declared againft? 

Whereas, had but any ofher perfon entered with us 
•into a vow fo folemn, that he had taken the hol^ facra- 
•ment upon it, I. believe had he but once deceived us by 
breaking in upon the vow, we (hould hardly ever after 
be prevailed upon to trail that man again, although we 
flill continue to truft our own hearts, againfl reafon and 
•ag^ir.ft experience. 

This indeed is a dangerous deceit enough ; and will of 
courfc betray all thofe well-meaning perfons into fin and 
folly, who are apt to l^c rdi^ion for a inuch eafier 
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thing than it is. But this is not the only miftakc 
we are* apt to run into : we do not only think ibme- 
times that we can do more than we can do, but (bme- 
tirae8;that we are incapable of doing lefs : An error 
of another kind indeed^ but not lefs &ngerous, arifing 
from a diffidence and falfe humility ; for how much a 
wicked man can do in the bufmeis of religion, if he 
would but do his beft, is very often more than he can 
tell. 

Thus nothing is more common, than to fee a wicked 
man running headlong into iin and folly, againfl his rea- 
fon, againft his religion, and againfl his God. Tell him, 
that what he is going to do will be an infinite difparage- 
ment to his underfhinding, which at another time he 
fetteth no fmall value upon ; tell him, that it will black - 
-en his reputation, which he had rather die for than lofe ; 
tell him, that the pleafare of the ftn is fhdrt and tranfient, 
apd'leaveth a vexatious kind of fting behind it, which 
will vciy hardly be drawn forth ; tell him, tiiat this 19 
one of tnofe things for which God wrll moll furely bring^ 
him to jfidgment, which he pretendeth to believe with 
afinll affiirance and perfuafion : and yet, for all this, he 
fhotteth his eyes a^nft all conviction, and nifheth into 
-the fin, like a horfeinto the battle ; -as if -he had nothing 
left' to do, but, like a fdly child, to wink hard, and to 
'think to efcape a certain and an infinite mifchief, only 
by endeavouring not to fee it, 

.And now to mew that the heart hath »ven in a falfb 
report of the temptation, we may learn from this, that 
the fame weak man would refiil and mafter the fame 
powerful temptation, upon confiderations of infinitely 
-lefs value than thofe which religion ofJereth, nay, fuch 
vile confiderations, that the grace of God cannot j with- 
out blafphemy, be fuppofcd to add any manner offeree 
^and efficacy to them. Thus, for inflance, it would be 
an hasd matter to drefs up a fin in fuch foft and temptr 
ing circumflances, that a truly covetous man would not 
Tcfifl for a confiderable fbm of money ; when neither 
thc.hopes of heaven north^e fears of hell could make an 
infpieffion upon him before. But can any thing be a 
furcr indication of the deceitfolnefs of the heart, than 
thus ..to fhew moit couragej refblution^ and adlivity, hi 



29? THE DiFnCULTY OF Str.V. 

an ill csLuftf. than h doth in a good one f and to exert ifi- 
ielf to better puipbfe, when it is to ierve its own pride,. 
or iuft, or revenge, or any other paffion, than when it 
is to ferve God npon the motives of the go^pel» and 
upon all the arguments that have ever been made uie 
of to bring men over to religion and a good life ? And 
thus having fhewn that a man is wonderfully apt to de- 
ceive and impofe upon himfelf, in paiEng through thr 
feveral flages of that great duty, repentance, I proceed 
BOW, in the 

II. Second place. To inquire into the grounds and 
xeafons of this ignorance^ and to ihew whence it cometh 
to pafs, that a man, the only creature in the world that 
can refledt and look into himfelf, fhould know (b little 
of what pafTeth within him, and be fo very much unac- 
quainted even with the ftandingdiTpofitiens and comple- • 
xion of his own heart. The prtme reaibn of it is, becauie 
we fo very feldom converfe with ourfelves, and take (6 
little notice of whatpafleth within us. For a man can no 
more know his own heart than he can know his own 
face, any other way than by refie^on : he may. as'welL 
tell over every feature of the fmaller portions, of his face 
without the help of a looking-glafs, as he can tell aU 
the inwasd bents and tendencies of the fool, thofe 
fianding features and lineaments of the inward man, and 
know sul the various changes that this is liable to, from 
cuilom, from paffion,. and from opinion, without a yt' 
ry frequent me of looking within himfelf. 

For our paHions and inclinations are not always upon 
the wing, and always nK>ving' towards their refpemve 
obje£U ;. but retire now and then into the more dark and. 
hidden receffcs of the heart, where they, lie concealed 
for a while, until a frefh occaiion calls them forth again; 
£0 that not every tranfient, oblique glance upon the 
mind, can bring a man into a thorough knowledge of all 
its fh-engths and weakneiTes ; for aftnan may fometimcs 
turn the eye of the mind inward uponitfelf,. as he may 
behold his natural face in a glafs, and go away., and 
ilraight forget wJiat manner of man he wa*. But a 
man muft rather fit down, and unravel every a£Uon of 
the paft day into all its circ.umftances and pardculariue$, 

«jad 
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and ob(erve how every little thing moved and aiFe^ed 
him, and what manner of impreffion it made npon his 
heart : this done with that n-eqaency and carefulnefs 
ivhich the importance of the dnty doth require, would 
in a fhort time bring him into a near and intimate ac* . 
quaintance with himfelF. 

But when men, inftead of this, dopafs away months 
and years in a perfed flumber of the mind without once 
iwaking it, it is no wonder they fhould be fo very ig- 
norant of themfelves, and know very little more of 
ivhat pafleth within them, than the very beafts which 
perifh. But here it may not be amifs to inquire into 
the reafons why moft men have fo little converfation 
kvith themfelves. 

Andy \fty Becaufe this reiledion is a work and labour 
of the "mind, and cannot be performed without fomc 
pam and' difficulty. For before a man can refledl upon 
bimfelf, and look into his heart with a fteady eye, he 
muil contra6l his fight, and collefl all his fcattered and 
roving thoughts into fome order and compafs, that he 
may be able to take a clear and diftin£l view of them ; 
[le muil retire from the world for a while, and be imat- 
tentive to all impreflions of fenfe : and how hard and 
painful a thing muft it needs be to a man of paffion and 
infirmity, amidfl fuch a croud of objects that are conti- 
nually ilrikine upon the fenfe, and foliciting the affec- 
tions, not to be moved and interrupted by one or other 
>f them ! But, 

zdlyy Another reafbn why we fo feldom converfe with 
Durfelves, is, becaufe the buiinefs of the world taketh 
up all our time, and leaveth as no portion of it to (pend 
upon this great work and labour of the mind. Thus 
twelve or fourteen years pafs away befoje we can well 
iifcem good from evil ; and of the reft ft) much goeth 
iway in fleep, fo much in the ordinary buiinefs of life, 
md fo much in the proper buiinefs of our callings, that 
tve have none to lay out upon the more ferious and re- 
ligious employments. Every man's life is an imperfed. 
fort of a circle, which he repeateth and runneth over 
zvtxy day ; he hath a fet of thoughts, defires, and in- 
clinations, which return upon him in their proper time 
and order, and will very hardly be laid afide to make 
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room for a»y thing new and ancommon : fo vhat call 
upon him when yon pleafe, to fet about the ftady of his 
own heart, and you are Aire to find him pre-engaged; 
cither he hath feme bufinefs to do» or ibme diverficoD to 
take, fome acquaintance that he moll vifit, or fome com- 
pany that he mud entertain, or fome crols accident hath 
pur him out of humour, and unfitted him for fuch a 
grave employment. And thus it comes to pafs, that a 
man can never find leifure to look into himfelf, becaufe 
ht doth not (ct apart fome portion of the day for that 
very purpofc, but foolifl.ly deferreth it from one day to 
another, until his glafs is almoft run out, and he is call- 
ed upon to give a miferable account of himfelf in the 
cthtr world. But, 

3<//v, Another reafon why a man doth not more fre- 
quently converfe with himfelf, is, becaufe fuch a con- 
verfation with his own heart may difcover fome vice or 
fome infirmity lurking within him, which he is very un- 
willing to believe himfelf guilty of. For can there be 
a more ungrateful thing to a man, than to find, that, up- 
on a nearer view, he is not that perfon he took himfelf 
to be ? that he hath neither the courage, nor the hone- 
Jly, nor the piety, nor the humility, that he dreamed 
he had ? that a very little pain, for inftance, putteth 
him out of patience, and as little pleafure fofteneth and 
difarmeth him into eafe and wantonnefs ? that he hath 
been at more pains, and labour, and coil, to be reven* 
sed of an enemy, than to oblige the beft friend he hath 
m the world ? that he cannot oring himfelf to fay his 

Erayers without a great deal of reluAancy ; and when 
e doth (ay them, the fpirit and fervour of devotion . 
evaporate in a very fhort time, and he can fcarcely hold 
ont a prayer of ten lines, without a number of idle 
and impertinent, if not vain and wicked thoughts 
coming mto his head ? Thefe are very unwelcome dif- 
covcries that a man may make of himfelf ; fo that it 
is no wonder that every one who is already flufhed with 
a good opinion of himfelf, ihould rather ftudy how to 
run away from it, than how to converfe with his own 
heart. 

But further, If a man were both able and willing to 
retire into his own heart, and to fet apart fome portion 

of 
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of tlie day for that very parpoie ; yet he is ftill difabled 
from pafllng a fair and impartial judgment upon him** 
ielf» oy feveral difficulties, ariiine partly from prejudice 
and prepo^ffion, partly from the lower appetites and 
inclinations. And, 

1/^9 That the bufinefs of prepofleffion may lead and 
betray a man into a falfe judgment of his own heart* 
For we may obierve, that the firft opinion we take np 
of any thing, or of any perfon, doth generally flick 
dofe to as ; the nature of the mind being fuch, that it 
cannot bat deiire, and confequently endeavour, to have 
fome certain principles to go upon, fomething fixed and 
immoveable, whereon it may xeft and fupport itfelf. 
And hence it cometh to pais, that fome perfons are with 
fo much difficulty brought to think well of a man they 
have once entertained an ill opinion of ; and, perhaps^ 
that too for a very abfoxd and onwarrantable reafbn. 
But how much more difficult then muil it be, for a man 
who taketh up a fond opinion of his own heart, long 
before he hadi either years or fenfe enough to under- 
iland it, either to be perfuaded out of it by himfelf, 
whom he loveth fo well, or by another, whofe interejl 
or diveriion it may be to make him afhamed of himfelf i 
Then, 

zjfy. As to the difficulties ariiing from the inferior 
appetites and indiitations, let any man look into his 
own heart, and obferve in how diffierent a light, and 
under what diffisrent complexions, any two fins, of e- 
qual turpitude and malignity, do appear to him, if he 
hath but a ilrong inclination to the one, and none at all 
to the other. That which he hath an inclination to, is 
always drefled up in all the falfe beauty that a fond and 
bufy imagination can give it ; the other appeareth na- 
ked and deformed, and in all the true circumftances of 
folly and difhonour. Thus, dealing is a vice that few 
gentlemen are inclined to ; and they juftly think it below 
the dignity of a man, to Hoop to fo bafe and low a fin ? 
but no principle of honour, no workings of the mind 
and confcience, not the ftill voice of mercy, not the 
dreadful call of judgment, nor any confiderations what- 
ever, can put a Itop to that violence and oppreffion, that 
pride and ambition, that revelling and wantonnefi. 
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j^hich wc every day meet with in the worid. Nay, it 
is eafy to obfenre very difFierent ^oughts in a man, of 
the fm that he it moft fond of, accoraing to the differ- 
ent ebbs and flows of his inclinaition to it. For as foon 
as the appetite is alarmed, and feizeth upon the heart, a 
little cloud ^athereth about the head, and fpreadeth a 
kind of darknefs over the face of the foul, whereby it 
is hindered from taking a clear and diftind view of 
things : but no fooner is the appetite tired and fatiated, 
but the lame cloud pafleth away like a ihadow, and a 
new light fpringing up in the mind of a fudden, the 
man feeth much more, both of the folly »id of the 
danger of the fin, than he did before. 

And thus having done with the feveral reafoas, why 
man, the only creature in the world that can reflect and 
look into himfelf, is fo very ignorant of what pafleth 
within him, and fo much unacquainted with the ftand- 
ing difpoiitions and complexions of his own heart; I 
proceed now^ in the 

IIL Third and lafl place, to lay down feveral advan- 
tages, that do moft t^uredly attend a due improvement 
in the knowledge of ourfelves. And, 

I . One great advantage is, that it tendeth very much 
to mortify and humble a man into a modell and low o- 
pinion of himfelf. For let a man take a nice and cu- 
rious infpedion into all the feveral regions of the heart, 
and obferve every thing irregular and amifs within him ; 
for inflance, how narrow and fhort-fighted a thing is the 
underflanding ! upon how little re^on do we take up 
an opinion, and upon how much lefs foihetimes do we 
Jay It down again! how weak and falfe ground do we 
often walk upon, with the biegeft confidence and afTu- 
ranee ; and how tremulous and doubtfiil we are very of- 
ten, where no doubt is to be made ! again, how wild and 
impertinent, how bufy and incoherent a thing is the i- 
snagination, even in the bed and wifeflmen; infomuch 
that every man may be (aid to be mad, but every man 
doth not ihew it ! Then, as to the paffions, how noify, 
how turbulent, and how tumultuous are they ! how eaii- 
\Y are they ilirred and fet a-going ; how eager and hot 
in the puriuit, and Vfh^Ll ftcaccv^e di&rder and confufion 
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do they throw a man into, fo that he can neither think, 
nor fpeak, nor a^, as he fhould do, while he is under 
the dominion of any one of them. 

Thus, let every man look with a fevere and impar- 
tial eye into all the diftinft regions of the heart ; and, 
no doubt, federal deformities and irregularities that he 
never thought of, will open and difclofe themfelvSs up- 
on fo near.a^iew; and rather make the man aihamcd 
of himfelf, than proud, 

2. A due improvement in the knowledge of our- 
felves, doth certainly fecure us from the fly and iniinu- 
ating ailaults of flattery. There is not in the world 
a bafer, and more hateful thing, than flattery. It pro- 
ceedeth from fo much falfenefs and infincerity in the 
man thatgivetli it, and often difcovereth fo much weak- 
ncfs and folly in die man that taketh it, that it is hard 
to tell whicli of die two is moft to be blamed. Every 
man of common fenfe can demonftrate in fpeculation, 
,znd may be fully convinced, that all the praifes and 
" commendations of the whole world can add no more to 
the real and intrinfic value of a man, that they can add 
to his ftature. And yet, for all this, men of the bell 
fenfe and piety, when they come down to the pradlice, 
cannot forbear thinking much better of themfclves, 
when they have the good fortune to be ipoken well of 
by other perfons. 

But the meaning of this abfurd proceeding feemeth 
to be no odier than this : There are few men that have 
fo intimate an acquaintance with their own hearts, as to 
know their own real worth, and how to fet a juft rate 
upon thendelves ; and therefore they do not know, but 
that he who praifes them moft, may be moft in the right 
of it. For, no doubt, if a man were ignorant of the 
true value of a thing he loved as well as himfelf, he 
ivould meafure the worth of it according to the efteem 
of him who biddedi moft -for it, rather than of him that 
biddeth lefs. 

Therefore the mcfft infallible <way to diflntangle a man 
from the fnaresof flattery, is, to confult and ftudy his 
own heart ; for whoever does that well, will hardly be 
fe abfurd, as to take 'another man's word, before his 
own fen(e and experience. 
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f 3. Another advantage from this kind of lludy, is 
. this, that it tcacheth a man how to behave himfelt pa- 
tiently, when he has the ill fortune to be cenfured and 
abufcd by other people. For a man who is thoroughly 
acquainted with his own heart, doth already know 
much mere evil of himfelf than any body elie can tell 
kinra^and when any one {peaketh ill of hun, he rather 
. tKinJceth God, that he can fay no worib. For could his 
enemy but look into the dark and hidden recefTes of the 
tieart, he confidcreth what a number of impure thoughts 
he might there fee brooding and hovering like a dark 
icloud upon the f^ce of the loul ; that there he might 
take a profpe^ of the fancy, and view it adling over 
the federal fcenes of pride, of amiition, of envy, of 
lufl, and revenge ; that there he might tell how often a 
viiious inclination hath been reftrained, for no other 
rtafon, but juft to fave the man's credit or intereH in 
the world -; and how many unbecoming ingredients have 
entered into the compofition of his bell actions. And 
now, what man in the whole world would be able to 
bear fo fevere a teft, to have every thought and inward 
motion of the heart laid open and expoied to the view, 
^f his enemies ^^ But, 

4. >and liifilyy Another advantage of. this kind is, 
diat it maketh men lefs fevere upon other people's faults, 
and lefs bufy and induftiious in fpreading them. For a 
^an employed at home, infpcdting into his own failings, 
hath not leifure enough to take notice of every little 
fpot and blomiih that Tieth fcattered upon others : or, 
if he cannot efcape the iight of them, he always pafTes 
the moft eafy and favourable conilru6lion upon them. 
Thus, for inl^ance, does the ill he knoweth.of a man 
proceed from an unhappy tcunper and conilitution of 
body^^ he then confidereth v/ith himfelf^ how hard a 
thing it is, rxOt to h^ borne down with the current of the 
Wood and fpirits ; and accordingly layeth fome part of 
the blame upon the weatnefs of human nature, for he 
hath felt the force and rapidity of it within his own 
l>reaft; though pjqiiaps, in another infiance, he re- 
jnembereth how it rageth and fwelleth by oppofition ; 
.and though it may be regained, or diverted for a 
^hik, yciit^an hardly ever be totally fubdued. 
Dr^ h^ j;Ue jivaji ^ived axx^oS c\s&sjts^\ V^iVj^^ from 
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his own experience, traceth a habit into the very firft 
life and imperfedl beginnings of it; and can tell, by- 
how flow and infenfible advances it creepeth upon the 
heart ; how it worketh itfclf by degrees into the very 
frame and texture of it, and fo pafl!eth into a fecond na- 
ture ; and confcqnently he hath a juft lenfe of thereat ■ 
difficulty for him to learn to do good, who hath been 
long accuftomed to do evil. 

Or, lalUy, hath a falfe opinion betrayed him into a 
fin ? he then calleth to mind what wrong apprehenfions^ 
he hdth had of fome things himfelf ; how many opi- 
nions that he once made no doubt of, he hath, upon a 
ftri(fler examination, found to be doubtful and uncer- 
tain ; how many more to be utireafonable and abfurd. 
He knoweth further, that there are a great many more 
opinions that he hath never yet examined into at all, 
and which, however,^ he ftill believeth, for no other rea- 
fcn, but becaufc he hath believed them f6 long already 
j without a reafon. Thus, upon every occafion, a mart 
* intimately acquainted with himfelf, confulteth his own? 
\ heart, and maketh every man's cafe to be his own, (and 
'fo pats the moft favourable interpretation upon it). Let 
every man therefore look into his own heart, before he 
fceginneth to abufe the reputation of another, and then 
he will hardly be fo abfurd, as to throw a dart that will 
fb certainly rebound, and wound himfelf. And thus, 
through the whole courfe of his converfation, let him 
keep an eye upon that one great and comprehenfive rule 
of Chriilian duty, on which hangeth not only the law 
and the prophets, but the very^ life and fpirit of the 
gofpel too ; lVhatfoe<ver ye nxjould that men Jhould do un- 
to you^ do ye e^ven fo unto them. Which rule that we 
may all duly obferve, by throwing afide all fcandaland 
detra€lion, all fpite and rancour, all rudenefs and con- 
tempt, all rage and violence, and whatever tendcth to 
make converfation and commerce either uneafy or trou- 
blcfome, may the God of peace grant, forjefus Chrifl'* 
fake, ^r. 

Confider what has been faid, and the Lord give you 
a right underftanding in all things. To whom, with 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, be all honour and glory, 
flow and for ever, 

C c 2 K 
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A Proposal humbly offered to the Pai 
LiAMENT, for the more effeftual preven 
ing the further growth of Popery. 

With the defcription and ufe of the EcciESiAsi 
CAh Thermometer- 

Very proper for all families. 



Infant farms nomtn hrat^ sfquvs imguif 
Ultra ^uam fatis ej, virtutem Ji fetat i^m. 



Hoe. 



T TAving^ with great forrow of hearty obferved i 
XX increafe of Popery among us of late years, a 
how inefFedual the penal laws and ftatutes of thi^ rea 
have been, for aear forty years laft paft, towards 
claiming that blind and deiaded people from their 
rors, notwithftanding the good intentions of the le| 
lators, and the pious and uaiAjearietilahours^ of the m2 
learned divines of the eftabliflied church, who hi 
preached to them ^without ceafing^ although hithe 
without fuccefs : 

Having alfo remarked, in his Grace's ipeech to b( 
houfes of parliament, moil kind offers of his Grac 
good offices, towards obtaining fuch further laws 
Ihall be thought neceflary towards bringing home t 
iaid wandering ihecp into the fold of thechurch ; as ; 
fo a good difpofition in the parliament to join in t 
laudable work, towards which every good Protefta 
ought to contribute at leafl his adwice : I think it a' pi 
per time to lay before the public a fcheme which w 
writ fome years flnce, and laid by to be ready on a 
occafion. 

That whereas the feveral penal laws and datutes no 

in being againft Papifts, have been found ineffeftua 

and rather tend to confirm than reclaim men from the 

• errors, as, calling a man coviard^ is a ready way to mat 

him fight ; it is humbly propofcd, 

I. Tlii 
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I. That the faid penal laws and ftatutes againft Pa- 
pirts, except the law of Ga'vclkindy and that which dif- 
qualifies them for places, be repealed, abrogated, an- 
nulled, deftroyed, and obliterated, to all intents and 
purpofes. 

II. That, in the room of tlic faid penal laws and fta- 
tutes, all ecclefiaflical jurifdidlionbe talcenfromout of the 
hands of the clergy of the eftablilhcd church, and the 
fame be veiled in the feveral Popilh archbilhops, bi- 
fliops, deans, and archdeacons ; neverthelefs fb as fuch 
jurildiAion be exercifed OA'er perfons of thePopifh reli^ 
gion only. 

III. That a Popifh pried ihall be fettled by law in 
each and every parifti in Ireland. 

IV. That the faid Popifh prieft ihall, on taking the 
oath of allegiance to his Majeily, be intitled to a tenth 
part or tithe of all things tithable in Ireland, belong- 
ing to the Papiib within their reipedlivc pariihes ; yet 
fo as fuch grant of tithes to fuch Popilh priefts ihall not 
be conilrued, in lanv or e^uityy to hinder the Proteilant 
clergyman of fuch pariih from receiving and coUeding 
his tithes, in like manner as he does at prefent. 

V. That, in cafe of detention or fubtraflion of tithes 
by any Papiil, the pariih-prieil dp.Jiave his remedy at 
law, in any of his Majeily's courts, in the fame manner 
as nonjo pra&ifed by the clergy of the ejlablijhed church ; to- 
gether with all other ecclefiailical dues. And, for their 
further difcovcry, to vex their people at law, it might 
not be amifs to oblige the Solicitor-General, or fome o- 
ther able King's counfel, to give his advice or affiilance, 
to fuch prieils gratis^ for which he might receive a fa- . 
lary out of the barrack- fund ^ Tnilitary contingencies^ or 
concor datum ; having obferved the exceedings there bet- 
ter paid than of the army, or any other branch of the 
eilablifhment ; and I would have no delay in payment 
in a n.attcr of this importance. 

\T. That the archbiihops and biihops have power to. 
vifit the inferior clergy, and to extort proxies, exhibits^* 
and all other pcrquiiites ufual in Poftjh and Froteftant 
ccuniries* 

W\, That the convocation having been found, b/ 
C c 3 long 
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long experience, to be hurtful to tn/t religion^ be for e- 
vcr bereaftcr abolifhed among Proteftants. 

VIII. That, in the room thereof, the Popifh arch- 
bifhops, biihops, priefts, deans, archdeacons, and proc- 
tors, have liberty to aflemble themfelves in convocation, 
and be impowered to make fuch canons as they ihali 
think proper for the government of the Papifts m Ire- 
land. 

IX. And, that the fecular ann being necedary to xn- 
fbrce obedience to ecclefiaftical cenfnre, the ftieriiFs, con- 
ftables, and other officers, be commanded to execute the 
decrees and fentencesof thefaidPopiih convocation, with 
fccrccy and difpatch; or, in lieu thereof, they may be at 
liberty to creft an inqnifition^ with proper officers of 
their own^ 

X. That, as Papzfis declare themfelves converts to 
the eftabliffied church, all ffiritual fo^wer over them 
ihall ceafe. 

XL That as focn as any whole parifh ftaU renounce 
the Popifh religion, the prieft of fuch pflrifli Ihall, for 
his good fervices, have a peniion of 200 1. per annum 
fettled on him for life, and that he be, from fuch time, 
exempt from preaching and praying, and other duties 
of his function, in like manner as Preieftant di'vtnes^ 
with equal incomes, are atprefent. 

XII. That each biihop, fo foon as his dioceie fhalf 
become Proteftants, be called My Lordy and have a pen- 
fion of two thoufand pomids per annum during life 

XIII. That when a whole province Ihall be reclaim- 
ed,. the archbifhop fhall be called His Graee^ and have 
a penfion of three thoufand pounds per annupty during 
lite, and be admited a member of his Majefty's mofi ho- 
nourahle privy tounciL 

Th« good confequenccs of this fcheme (which will 
execute itfclf without murmurings againft the govern- 
ment) are very vifiblc. . I ihall mention a few of the' 
^oft obvious. 

; r. The giving the prieft a right to the tithe would 
produce law-fuits and wrangles ; his ^Reverence, being 
intitled to a certain income at all events, would confi- 
der himfelf as a legalincumbent, and heba*ve accordinghy^ 
and apply himfelf more Xo'^eec\x^^\Wxv^t^d\T^^hi& flock. 
Hu neceflkry aU«ivdwict oxvtiv^ ^iovxtX'i <al\\i^^^>«^>^^ 
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leave his people without a ftiritual guide ; by which 
means Proteftant curates, who have no fuits about 
tithes, would be fumifhed with proper opportunities 
for making converts, which is verv much wanted. 

II. The ercfting a i^iritual jurifdiAion aittongft them, 
would, in all prohahilityy drive as many out of that com- 
munion, as a due execution of fuch jurifdi^on hath hi- 
therto drove from amongfl ourfelves. 

III. An inquijttion would ftill be a further improve- 
iiient, and moft certainly would expedite the converlioit 
ofPapifls. 

I know it may be objefted to this icheme, and witt 
fome fhew of reafon. That, fhould the Popiih princes 
abroiid purfue the fime methods, widf regard to their 
Proteftant fubjefts, the Proteftant intereft in Europe 
would thereby be confidenably weakened. But, as w<f 
have no reafon to fufped Popifti counfels will ever pro* • 
duce fo much moderation, I think the objedtion ought 
to have but little weight. 

A due execution of this fcheme will foon produce 
many converts from Popery : neverthelefs, to the end 
it may be known when they fllall be of the true churchy 
1 have ordered a large parcel of ecclefiaftical or church 
fhcrmonieters to be made, one of which is to be hung up' 
in each parifh-church ; the defcription and ufe of which 
take as follows, in the words of the ingenious Ifaac Bic* 
kerftaff, Efq; 

THE church-thermometer, which I am now to treat 
of, is fuppofed to have been invented in the reign 
of Henry VIII. about the time when that religious 
prince put fome to death for owning the Pope's fupre- 
macy, and others for denying tranfubftantiation. I da 
not find, however, any great ufe- made of this inftru- 
ment, till Jt fell into the hiand of a learned and vigilant 
prieft or minifter, (for he frequently wrote himfeltboth 
the one and the other), who was fome time vicar o^ 
Bray. This gentleiiian lived in Jiis vicarage to a goodf 
old age ; and, after having {ecn levcral fucceflibns of hi^ 
neighbouring clergy, either burnt or binifliedj departed^ 
this life with the fatisfadlion of liaving never deferted his 
flock, and died vicar of Bray. As this glafs was firil 
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defigned to calculate the different degrees of hea 
ligion, as it raged in Popery* or as it cooled an 
temperate in the reformation, it was marked at 
diftances, after the manner our ordinary therm 
is to this day, <viz. Extreme hoiy Sultry hot^ Very he 
Warmj Temperate, Cold, Juft freezing, Frofl, 
frofty Great frofi. Extreme coU. 

It is well known, that Torricellius, the invc 
the common weather-glafs, made the experimei 
long tube which held thirty-two feet of watei 
that a more modem virtuofo finding fuch a macl 
together unwieldy and ufelefs, and confidering th 
ty-two inches of quickfilver weighed as much as i 
foot of water in a tube of the Sme circumferen 
vented that iizable infbument which is now in u 
ter this manner, that I might adapt the diermo^ 
am now fpeaking of to the prefent conflitution 
church, as divided into High and Low, I have mac 
neceflary variations, both in the tube, and the i 
contains. In the firft place, 1 ordered a tube to 
in a planetary hour, and took care to feal it h* 
cally, when the fun was in conjunction with Sa 
then took the proper precautions about the fluid, 
is a compound ot two different liquors ; one of 
{pirit drawn out of a ftrong heady wine ; the othei 
ticular fort of rock-water, colder than ice, and 
than cryftal. The fpirit is of a red, fiery colon 
fo very apt to ferment, that, unlefs it be mingle 
a proportion of the water, or pent up very c 
will burft the vefTel that holds it, and fly up in fu] 
fmoke. The water, on the contrary, is of fuch 
tile, piercing cold, that unlefs it oe mingled 
proportion of the fpirits, it will fink almoft tl 
every thing it is put into ; and feems to be of th 
nature as the water mentioned by Quintus C 
which, fays the hiftorian, could be contained in fl 
but in the hoof, or (as the Oxford manufcript has 
fcull of an ais. Tl» thermometer is marked ace 
to the following figure, which I fet down at leng 
only to give my reader a clear idea of it, "Vut j 
£11 up my paper. * 

Ign 
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Ignorance^ 

Per/ecution. 

Wrath. 

ZeaL 

CHURCH. 

Moderation. 

Luke-war mne/s. 

Infidelity. 

Ignorance. 

he reader will obferve, that the Church Is placed ia. 
niddle point of the glafs, between Z^<«/and Mode- 
my the fituation in which ftie always flouriihes, and 
hich every good Englifhman wiihes her, who is %■ 
id to the conftitution of his country. However, 
1 it mounts to Xeal^ it is not amifs ; and when it 
J to Moderation^ it is ftill in admirable temper. The 
\ of it i^ that when once it begins to ri&, it has 
an inclination to afcend, infomuch that it is apt to 
b from Xeal to Wraths and from Wrath to Perfe- 
ff, which often ends in Ignorance, and very oftea 
eeds from it. In the fame manner, it frequently 
s its progrefs through the lower half of the glafs ; 

when it has a tendency to fall, will gradually de.« 
1 from Moderation to Lukewarmne/sy and from Luki*> 
mne/s to Infidelity, which very often terminates in 
ranee, and always proceeds from it. 
is a common obfervation, that the ordinary ther- 
leter will be afFedled by the breathing of people who 
Q the room where it ftands ; and indeed it is aL- 
incredible to conceive, how the glafs I am now de- 
ing, will fall by the breath of the multitude crying 
ry ; or, on the contrary, how it will rife wjien the 

multitude (as it fometimes happens) cry out in the 
breath. The church is in danger. 
> foon as I had finifhed this my glafs, and adjufied 
the above-mentioned fcale of reSgion, that I might . 
i proper experiments with it, I carried it under my j 
: to feveral cofFeehoufes, and other places ofpetogfy 
t this great city. At St James's coffeehoufe the li- ; 
flood at Moderation ; but at Will's, to my extreme 
ife, it fubfided to the very loweft mark of the glafs* 

At 
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At the Grecian it mounted but juft one point higher ; 
at tlie Rainbow it ftill afcended two degrees ; Child's 
fetched it up to Xeal^ and Other adjacent coffeehoufes 
to Wrath. 

It fell in the lower half of the glafs, as I went fur- 
ther into the city, till at length it fettled at Modem- 
tiony where it continued all the time I (laid about the 
Change, as alfo whilfl I pafled by the Bank. And heie 
I cannot but take notice, that, through the whole ccurfc 
of my remarks, I never obferved my glafs to rife at the 
fame time that the ftocks did. 

To complete the experiment, I prevailed upon a 
friend of mine, who works under me in the occult fci- 
cnces, to make a progrcfs with my glafs through the 
whole ifiahdof Great Britain.; and after his .return, to 
prefent mc with a tegiftcr of his obfervations. I guelTcd 
Deforehand at the temper of fevcral places he pafied 
through, by the characters they have had, time out of 
mind. Thus, that facetious divine, Dr Fuller, fpeaking 
of the town of Banbury, near a hundred years ago, trlfi 
ns, it was a place famous for cakes and xeal ; which I 
find by my glafs is true to this day, a^ to the latter part 
iof his defcription ; though I muft confefs, it is not in the 
fame reputation for cakes that it was in the time of that 
learned author ; and thus of other places. Infhort, I 
fiave now by me, digefted in an alpnabetical order, all 
the counties, corporations, and boroughs in Great Bri- 
tain, with their refpeftiv^ tempers, as they ftand rela- 
ted in my thermometer. But this I fhall keep to my- 
felf, becaufe I would by no means do any thing that 
inay feem to influence any enfuing eleflion. 

The point of doftrine which I would propagate by 
this my invention, is the fame which was lone ago ad- 
i-anced by that able teacher Horace, out of whom I 
have taken my text for this difcourfe. We Ihould be^ 
careful not to overfhoot ourfelves, in the purfuits eve» " 
^i virtue. Whether 'Leal or Moderation be the point we 
aim at, let us keep fire out of the one, and froft out of 
the other. But, alas ! the world is too wile to want 
fuch a precaution* The terms High-church and Loto- 
churchy as commonly ufed, do not fo much denote, a 
Ijrinciplc, astihey diftiiv^xivSti ^ ^^Xt^» '^IV^^^ ^re like 
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^vords of battle, that have no tiling to do with their 
original lignification, but are only given out to keep a 
body of men together, and to let them know friends 
from enemies. 

I mult confefs, I have coniidered, with fome atten- 
tion, the inHueiLce which the opinions of thefe great na- 
tional fcfts have upon their practice ; and do look -upon 
it as one of tl^ie unaccountable things of our times, that 
multitudes of honeil: gentlemen, who entirely agree in 
tlicir lives, fhould take it in their heads to differ in their 
-religion. 

1 Ihall conclude this paper with an account of a con- 
ference which happened between a very excellent divine 
^whofe doflrine was ea(y,.and formerly much refpeded) 
and a lawyer. 

AND behold, a certmn lawyer ftood up, and tempted 
him, faying. Mailer, what Ihall I do to inherit 
eternal life ? 

He faid unto him. What is written in the law ? how 
jreadefl: thou ? 

And he anfwering, faid. Thou Ihalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with 
all thy ftreneth, and with all thy mind; and thy neigh- 
bour as thylelf. 

And he faid unto hkn. Thou haft anfwered right : 
this do^ and thou Ihalt live. 

But he, willing to juftify himfelf, faid unto Jefus, 
And who is my neighbour ? 

And Jefus aniivering, faid, A certain man went down 
from Jerufalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which 
ftiipped him of his raiment, and wounded bimt and de- 
parted, leaving him half dead. 

And by cjiance there came down a certain prieil that 
way ; and when he faw him, he pafied by on the other 
fide. 

And likewife a Levite, wlien he was at the place, 
came and looked on him, and pafied by on the other 
iide. 

But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came 
where he was : and when he faw him, he had compaf^ 
fion on him> 
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And went to hmi, and bound up his wounds, pour- 
ing in oil and wine ; and fet him t>n his own beafl, and 
brought him to an ihn, and took care of him. 

And on the morrow^ when he departed, he took out 
two pence, and gave them to the hoft, and faid unto 
him, Take care of him ; and whatfoever thou (pendeft 
more, when I come again, I will repay thee. 

Which now of thefe three, thinkeft thou, was neigh- 
bour unto him that fell among the thieves ? 

And he faid, He that fhewed mercy on him. Then 
faid Jefus unto him. Go, and do thou likewife. Luke x. 
25. to 38. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

THere is now in the prefs a propoTal for raifing a fund towards 
paying the national debt by the following means. The author 
would have commiflioners appointed to fearch all the public and 
private libraries^ bookfellers (hops and warehoufes, in this kingdom) 
lor fuch books as are of no ufe to the owner, or to the public,, vns. 
all comments on the holy fcriptares, whether called fermons, creeds, 
bodies of divinity, tomes of cafuiftry, vindications, confutations, ef- 
iays, anfwers, replies, rejoinders, or fur-rejoinders 5 together with 
all other learned treatifes and books of divinity of what denomina- 
tion or clafs foever : as alfo, all comments on the laws of the land ; 
fuch as, reports, law -cafes, decrees, guides for attorneys and young 
clerks ; and, in fine, all the books now in being in this kingdom, 
(whether of divinity, law, phyfic, metaphyfw:s, k>gic8, or politics), 
except the pure text of the holy fcriptures, the naked text of the 
laws, a few books of morality, poetry, mufic, architecture, agri- 
culture, mathematics, ;ncrchandife, and hiftory : the author would 
have the aforefaid ufelefs books carried to the feveral paper-miJls, 
there to be wrought into white paper j which, to prevent damage or 
Complaints, he would have performed by the commentators, critics, 
popular preachers, apothecaries, Icacned lawyers, attorneys, folicitors, 
logicians, phyiicians, almanac-makers, and others of the like wrong 
turn of mind ; the faid paper to be fold, and the produce applied to 
difcharge the national debt. What fhould remain of the faid debt 
unfatisfied, might be paid by a tax on the falaries or eftates of hank- 
ers, cotrmon cheats, ufurers, treafurers, imbeTOiJers sf puUk mwfj} 
gtneral offcerS) Jharfers, ^njtonen, pick-pockets, &c. 



The End of the First Volume, 
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